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TO  THE  READER, 


In  presenting  thee,  O  reader!  with  a  work 
of  a  somewhat  unusual  character,  I  am  aware 
how  greatly  I  need  thy  indulgence,  and  am  not 
unconscious  how  little  I  deserve  it. 

I  do  not  seek  to  deprecate  criticism  whilst 
I  explain  my  reasons  for  having  adopted 
this  style  of  writing ;  I  wish  only  to  account 
for  having  forsaken  the  common  track  of  travel- 
lers, and  thrown  an  air  of  romance  over  incidents 
which,  notwithstanding,  are  literally  true. 

In  the  course  of  last  year  I  visited  some  of 
the  northern  countries  of  Europe;  and  finding 
several  things  to  communicate  respecting  them 
which  I  considered  would  not  prove  unenter- 
taining  to  my  fellow-countrymen,  I  thought  I 
might  venture  to  lay  before  them  the  contents 
a3 
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IV  TO   THE   READER. 

of   my   journal;    but  when  I  perceived    how 
much  had  already  been  written  concerning  the 
inhabitants  of   those   regions, — when   I   found 
that  the  bear-slaying,  indefatigable  Lloyd  had 
given    a    most    minute    detail    of   their  laws, 
manners,   and  habits,   and  that  other  authors 
had    amply  supplied  his    few    deficiencies, — I 
despaired  of  being  able  to  acquaint  the  reader 
with  any  thing  new,  and  almost  entirely  aban- 
doned my  project.     Nevertheless,   having,  one 
day,   with    infinite   satisfaction,   laid  down  the 
third  volume  of  a  fashionable  novel,  which  I 
had  reluctantly  been  beguiled  to  read,  1  fell 
into  divers  reflections  on  the  taste  of  the  public, 
whose  sunny  smiles  had  been  lavishly  bestowed 
on    this    "charming    production," — so    styled 
(ironically,  of  course,)  by  several  witty  reviewers, 
— and  I  could  not  help  thinking,  that  although 
I  might  not   indite  with  so  much  feeling,  nor 
compose  with  so  much  elegance,  still  this  dis- 
cerning public  might  possibly  derive  from  my 
rambles  in  a  romantic  country,  and  among  a 
generous   people,   almost  as    much  instructive 
amusement  as  from  the  simpering  absurdities 
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TO   THE   READER.  V 

of  two  sickly  creatures,  who  are  condemned  by 
certain  malignant  stars  to  fall  in  love  with  each 
other,  and  to  drag  through  an  unhappy  existence 
of  three  mortal  volumes. 

Quite  aware  that  in  the  well-trampled  field 
of  literature  I  had  no  chance  of  making  an 
impression  as  a  sober,  plodding  traveller,  I 
imagined  that  by  creating  a  more  interesting 
Wariderer  (a  flattering  kind  of  ciScoXov  of  myself,) 
who  should  follow  the  path  I  had  myself  pur- 
sued, I  might,  perhaps,  win  over  a  few  readers 
who  would  have  taken  no  pleasure  in  a  mere 
matter-of-fact,  laborious  narrative.  And  I  was 
riot  the  less  willing  thus  to  humour  (as  I  thought) 
the  taste  of  the  public,  since  it  left  me  more  at 
lft>erty  to  employ  those  colourings,  and  to 
indulge  in  those  speculations,  which  will  be 
found,  perhaps  too  numerously,  to  pervade  the 
ensuing  pages.  We  sympathize  with  a  fictitious 
character  in  the  expression  of  thoughts  that 
from  a  real  personage  we  should  scarcely  tolerate. 
There  is  nothing  so  offensive  as  egotism,  unless 
it  be  attributed  to  an  imaginary  being,  and  then, 
if  not  too  selfish,  it  awakens  our  sympathy  and 
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interests  i — I  ttiean  e^tism  of  Aal  akore  pardon- 
able kind  which  dw«Us  upon  AoiiglM  aand 
emotions  t^t  are  called  forth  by  pfurticiikur 
scenes  or  incidents. 

But  I  am  conscious  of  having  probaUy  com^ 
mitted  a  great  error,  inasmuch  as  the  reader 
will  perhaps  accuse  me  of  unwarrantaUy  blend* 
ing  fiction  with  truth.  And  yet  I  assure  him 
that  I  have  carefully  avoided  laying  down 
any  thing  that  might  mislead ;  and  although  the 
traveller  himself  be  an  ideal  personagCi  stifl 
whatever  he  relates  with  reference  to  the  coun^ 
try  through  which  he  passes^  its  scenery, 
manners,  and  customs,  is  perfectly  true*  Every 
incident,  in  short,  may  be  unhesitatingly  relied 
on,  except  such  as  are  on  the  face  of  dieift 
fictitious— as  '*  the  Pastor's  Story,"  &c.  in  iM 
second  volume.  Havmg  made  this  dedaration', 
I  have  nothing  more  to  add  on  this  point,  but 
that,  if  I  am  to  sufier  for  endeavouring  to  give 
a  greater  degree  of  interest  to  the  work  than  a 
plain  unvarnished  narrative  would  have  possessed, 
I  cannot  deny  that  there,  will  be  some  appear- 
ance of  justice  in  the  sent^ce. 
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rfihould  lihis  error  be  pardoned,  the  Author 
bdievei  ihens  is  ooly  one  other  of  particular 
eiMimiby  about  which  he  need  be  apprehensive. 
He  is  compelled  contritely  to  acknowledge  that 
he  has  omitted  the  usual  sprinkling  of  Gredi:  and 
other  learned  quotations,  which  the  policy  of 
modem  literature  requires*  A  critical  friend,  who 
moarfcicd  this  deficiency,  undertook  to  supply  it ; 
and,,  on  the  following  day»  presented  him  with 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  sentences,  comprising 
fire  ^^fferent  languages,  that  are  certainly  very 
sufficiently  apposite,  and  display  an  astonishing 
variety  of  reading;  but  it  being  found  rather  a 
difficult  tadi:  to  insinuate  them  into  the  com* 
pactly  written  pages  of  the  present  work,  the 
Amtfaor  has  been  permitted  to  present  them  to 
Mr.. — '^j  who  is*  mediating  an  Essay  on  the 
Statistics  of  Bussia,  as  on  the  Genius  of 
Bobespierre, — wkieh  is  not  yet  quite  determined, 
•^and  on  either  of  these  subjects,  the  quotations 
in  question  will  be  found  particularly  useful  and 
illustrative. 

One  more  remark,  by  way  of  anticipating 
criticism.     The  Author  has  occasionally  suffered 
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a  few  of  the  fbllowitig  descriptions  to  resolve 
themselves  into  the  form  of  verse ;  but  he  has 
done  this  under  the  honest  conviction,  that  not 
even  the  most  malicious  of  his  readers  will 
defame  him  with  the  opprobrious  title  of  poet. 

This  work  is  entirely  the  result  of  his  own 
adventures,  with  the  exception  of  two  chapters 
(IX.  and  X.  of  the  second  volume,)  the  principal 
incidents  of  which  are  taken  from  the  notes  of 
Mr.  John  Coleman,  a  young  artist  of  great 
enterprise  and  perseverance,  with  whom  the 
Author  became  acquainted  in  the  desolate  regions 
of  the  North. 

The  ardour  and  ambition  of  Mr.  Coleman 
having  been  excited  by  the  accounts  which  he 
had  heard  or  read  of  the  scenery  of  Norway,  he 
determined  to  visit  that  country;  and  in  the 
early  part  of  last  spring,  having  landed  at 
Ostend,  with  his  knapsack  on  his  back,  and  his 
portfolio  under  his  arm,  he  walked  through 
Belgium  to  Brussels,  and  thence  to  Hamburg.* 

*  It  must  have  been  very  delightful  to  walk  over  some  of 
these  roads;  for  instance,  the  road  between  Hamburg  and 
Lubeck,  a  distance  of  about  forty  English  miles,  is  the  worst 
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At  Lubecky  he  embarked  in  the  Danish 
dampskiffarteni  or  steamboat,  which  bore  him 
to  Copenhagen,  whence  he  passed  into  Sweden 
and  Norway.  In  the  autumn  he  returned  home, 
having  walked  a  distance  of  many  thousands  of 
miles ;  having  encountered  hardships  and  priva- 
tions amid  the  mountains  of  Norway,  of  which 
travellers  in  more  frequented  countries,  who  go 
provided  with  equipages,  and  attendants,  and 
money,  can  form  but  a  faint  conception;  and 
having  incurred  expenses  which,  every  one 
knows,  an  artist  is  but  little  able  to  aSbrd.  But 
now  surely,  it  would  be  thought,  had  arrived 
the  hour  of  remuneration  and  profit,  when  he 
might  exult  in  the  difficulties  he  had  overborne, 
and  rejoice  in  an  expenditure  which  would 
repay  him  with  a  plentiful  return.  But, 
alas !  the  life  of  an  artist  is  a  continual  scene 
of  trials,  and  struggles,  and  disappointments. 


in  all  Europe ;  and  when  I  travelled  upon  it,  in  a  carriage 
drawn  by  a  single  pair  of  horses,  we  sometimes  stuck  so 
&8t  in  the  very  middle  of  the  track,  that  not  all  the  struggles 
of  the  horses,  nor  the  "Got-for-dammes  !"  of  the  driver,  could 
for  a  long  time  effect  our, release.    . 
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Without  a  name,  and  without  ,  laoQey^  >b# 
found  it  impossible  to  bring  before  the  publ^c«;ia 
a  fitting  shape,  those  sketches  which  bad  epst 
him  so  dear,  and  which  even  pablisbers  have 
admitted  to  possess  Jio  inconsiderable  ist^i^ 
from  their  originalityj  and  to  be  deserving  of  j^ 
slight  praise  for  the  talent  and  good  taste  whi^b 
they  display. 

I  must  add  also,  that  to  Mr.  Coleman  I  owe 
all  the  interest  which  may  be  found  to  belong  to 
the  traditionary  story  introduced  into  the  second 
volume,  entitled,  *'  The  Pass  of  Kringellen ;"  he 
having  learnt  on  the  spot  the  history  of  Mrs* 
Sinclair  and  the  ill-fated  Halvor,  whilst  I  waS: 
not  aware  that  Colonel  Sinclair  bad  possessed 
either  a  wife  or  a  child.         ' 

As  I  have  thus  spoken  of  one.  English  actis^ 
who  has  visited  Norway,  I  am  induced  by  the 
same  motives  to  mention  another— ^Mr.  Edwj^rd 
Price,  with  whose  work  I  have  only  become 
acquainted  since  my  own  was  finished. 

Whoever,  impelled  by  the  ardour  of  enterprise, 
and  the  desire  of  perfecting  himself  in  those 
studies  which  belong  to  the  profession  he  has 
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^ibpl^i^  ii^y  )iave  f^arlecHSly  enerantered  hard* 
^pdi  nM  t^vemome  difflculdes^  is  well  endtied 
tt^'the^  &ym{>athy  and  the  respect  of  his  fellows. 
Ui^d  onward  by  these  motives,  Mr.  Price 
lil^^lf^d  over  a  much  larger  portion  of  Norway 
tfeftn-  was  traversed  either  by  Mr.  Coleman  or 
nj^lf ;  and  I  deeply  regret  that  the  generous 
spirit  of  enterprise,  which  pressed  on  to  its 
ofcjectin  defiance  of  every  discouragement,  should 
here  also  have  met  with  so  ill  a  requital.  As  a 
latst  efibrt,.this  gentleman  published  his  sketches 
oh  his  own  responsibility.*  As  drawings  they 
d^sb^e  much  praise,  but  i^s  engravings  they  are 
infam6us  j  aftd  it  was  scarcely  to  be  expected 
tfetti  the  public  should  appreciate  or  recognise 
that  talent  which  the  engraver  has  striven  so 
a^iduously  a^d  so  successfully  to  disfigure  or 
td^'conceal.     '  > 

'  Having  no  int^estin  the  productions  of  either 
oi  the^e  gentielnen  beyond  that  which  has  been 
excited  by  a  knowledge  of  their  efforts,  their 


**Korway.   Views  of  Wild  Scenery,  and  Journal,  by  Edward 
Pklee.    London,  iB&k 


Digitized 


by  Google 
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perseverance,  misfortunes  and  merits,  I  trust  I 
shall  be  excused  for  having  given  this  slight 
sketch  of  a  part  of  their  histories  ;  and  though 
my  own  more  unworthy  labours,  and  less  ar- 
duous rambles,  should  fail  to  awaken  interest, 
or  to  afford  either  instruction  or  amusement,  it 
will  at  least  be  mine  to  remember  that,  in  dis- 
charging that  debt  which  the  more  fortunate 
(albeit  but  slightly  so)  are  bound  to  render  to 
the  unsuccessful,  I  have  pointed  out  to  the 
public  a  store  whence  they  might  derive  very 
abundant  gratification. 

The  perusal  of  Mr.  Price's  journal  has  served 
still  more  to  convince  me  of  the  total  want  of 
interest  in  a  mere  narrative  of  a  tour  through 
Norway.  There  can  scarcely  be  any  variety  in 
the  account  of  a  country  which  has  nothing 
historical  to  boast  of;  where  no  scene  with  its 
traditionary  story  presents  a  single  subject  for 
our  reflections,  nor  arouses  our  sympathy  by  its 
record  of  heroism  or  magnanimity.  The  events 
of  one  day  vary  but  little  from  those  of  the 
preceding;  and  in  the  fear  of  exciting  that 
wearisome  disgust  which  a  methodical  narrative 
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would  scarcely  fail  to  produce,  I  have  carefully 
avoided  the  formality  of  a  journal,  and  have 
passed  over  many  days  and  scenes  which  could 
afford  to  the  reader  neither  variety  nor  interest. 
In  my  view  of  this  subject  I  may  have  erred ;  I 
may  have  failed  also  in  the  construction  of  my 
work:  it  is  something,  however,  in  an  age  of 
imitation^  to  have  dared  to  conceive  and  to 
execute  any  thing  new. 

And  now  I  will  conclude  this  protracted 
Prefiswe.  The  Author  leaves  his  book  to  the 
amiable  consideration  of  the  personage  to  whom 
these  opening  pages  are  addressed ;  and  should 
it  be  doomed  to  meet  with  that  neglect  which 
has  so  often  awaited  the  works  of  greater  and 
better  men,  he  will  endeavour  to  console  himself 
with  the  reflections  of  Mr.  Abraham  Cowley,  on 
a  similar  occasion;  in  whose  words,  addressed 
also  to  '*  The  Reader,"  he  begs  to  conclude: 
**  It  is  not,  I  am  sure,  the  first  book  which  hath 
lighted  tobacco,  or  been  imployed  by  cooks  or 
grocers ;  and  if  in  all  men's  judgments  it  suffer 
shipwreck,  it  shall  something  content  me,  that 
it  hath  pleased  myself  and  the  bookseller  [heaven 
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grant  that  consummation !]  Such  as  it  is,  it  was 
created  by  me,  but  its  fate  lies  in  your  hands ;  it 
is  only  you  can  efiecti  that  neither  the  bookseller 
repent  himself  of  his  charge  in  printing,  nor  I 
of  my  labour  in  composing  it    Farewell." 


ERRATA. 

Vol.  I.  page  55,  line  1,  for  '^Vi  Ig/'  read  "  they  are." 

—  61,  line  7  from  bottom,  for  "  \ff  all-lamented,"  r§ad  "  and  aU> 

lamented,"  be. 
~  106,  line  8,  for  " Trollhattatt,"  read  "Trollliattaj^.".aDd  st 
thioughoat. 

—  IIS,  last  line  but  one,  omit  the  word  "it." 

—  152,  first  line,  omit  "not." 

—  161,  line  5,  for  <*  Hindalbru,"  MM  "  Hindalbjn." 

—  187,  eighth  line  firom  bottom, /or  "the  value  of  ▼irtne,"  read 

"  the  value  of  this  virtue."  -  t  . « 

—  238,  eighth  line  firom  bottom,  for  "  vest  of  mountuns,'*  re^ 

"  nest  of,"  &c. 
Vol.  II.  —  85,  in  note,  for  "  will,"  read  "  welL" 

-*  111,  fourth  line  from  bottom,  /W* "  Those,"  read  **  Than." 

—  118,  line  11,  for  "  maudgar,"  read  "mandgar." 

—  222,  line  11, /or  "  dish,"  rwMl  "  dlrti." 
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THE  NORTH  OF  EUROPE. 


CHAPTER  1. 

TH£  PASTOR  OF  CUREWELL  LANDS  AT  ELSINORE^ 

It  was  evening*  Scarcely  a  breath  of  wind 
swept  over  the  bosom  of  the  tideless  Baltic,  as 
the  ship,  late  so  proud  and  majestic,  but  now 
impotent  and  helpless,  was  towed  to  her  anchor- 
age beneath  the  castle  of  Cronborg.  I  stood 
upon  her  deck ;  the  beams  of  the  sun  were  level 
with  the  seai  and  shone  in  golden  light  upon 
the  walls  of  the  castle,  and  gave  a  brighter  tinge 
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to  the  red  roofe  of  Elsinore.  I  logjqjci  %.tl^ 
"  wild  and  stormy  steep"  which  Caujpbqll^  b4§ 
mentioned ;  but  steep  there  was  none,  and  cajion 
ness  and  silence  and  peace  were  on  every  thipjp 
around.  The  castle  stood  out  into  the  seaf  a 
noble  stone  building  of  a  square  form^  with  high 
roofs  of  sheet  copper.  On  one  sidei^  i^nd 
modestly  retiring,  lay  the  town  of  Elsinor^ 
clean,  neat^  and  unassuming.  The  opposite 
shore,  about  five  miles  distant,  was  the  coast  of 
Sweden — bleak,  barren,  and  inhospitable;  ^n^. 
the  eye  gladly  turned  again  to  the  woods  9^ 
Denmark,  and  the  long  hill  or  cliff  whichy, 
covered  with  trees,  stretched  away  behind  the 
castle,  and  formed  part  of  tlie  domain  of  a  royal 
palace.  It  was  the  scene  of  the  tragedy  of 
Hamlet.  The  tranquillity  of  the  hour  shed  a 
softness  over  the  heart,  that  gave  a  charm  to 
every  object  which  met  the  eye ;  the  little  bofits 
carelessly  moving  in  all  directions;  the  many 
vessels  with  their  naked  spars,  motionless  a3  ih^ 
trees  on  land,  and  waiting  for  a  capful  of  wiod 
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ii^'wHR  tYteU  up  the  Sound;  the  few  white  sea- 
l>fris'«ailiiig  idly  to  and  fro,— all  had,  W  ttieir 
Iftlless  appearance,  a  charm  which  every  one 
#91  tecognise  and  appreciate. 
^  There  is  something  in  evening  that  subdues 
^l  hiit'tiie  sternest  and  most  unfeeling;  that 
^^69  at  thnes  a  tinge  of  romance  to  the  dullest 
iidi^ihation,  aiid  can  raise,  for  a  moment,  from 
flier  mire  in  which  he  grovels,  even  the  most 
$tf rSid  of  beings.  What  a  gush  of  softened  and 
eiilfearitig  recollections  flows  over  the  memory  as 
^  muse  on  this  holiest'  of  hours !  The  troubled 
thxraghts,^  the  thousand  cares  which  harassed 
and  convulsed  us  during  the  day,  have  subsided. 
ISie  soul  is  still  and  serene  as  the  prospect 
around;  undisturbed  by  the  tumult  of  joy  or  the* 
anguish  of  affiction — tranquil,  chastened,  sub- 
dued, and  purified. 

"  'Perhaps  I  w^s  myself,  at  this  hour,  peculiarly 
afiw  to  those  gentle  emotions  which  awaken  the 
best  feelings  of  inan ;   which  suffuse  the  heart 

vMH  a  s<>ftness  that  tends  most  to  reclaim  it 
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from  sterility,  and  which  gradually  lift  tlie 
thoughts  beyond  the  confines  of  mortal  ken. 
I  had  left  a  home  where  death  had  deprived  me 
of  every  thing  that  can  give  joy  to  existence,  or 
soften  the  asperities  of  life.  I  had  been  a  hus- 
band and  a  Seither; — a  few  hours,  and  I  wad 
alone  in  the  world ;  but,  though  withered,  I  did 
not  uselessly  repine,  and  though  bowed  down 
with  anguish,  I  did  not  rebel.  As  a  clergyman, 
I  had  often  taught  submission  to  others;  as  a 
christian,  1  now  strove  to  practise  it  myself: 
but  the  heart  is  very  long  in  healing,  wheii 
every  scene  reopens  its  wounds.  I  could  endure 
my  home  no  more  (for  the  present,  at  least),  and 
resolved  to  seek  in  other  climates  for  that  variety 
which  should  relieve  my  soul  from  the  load  that 
oppressed  it.  Accordingly,  having  distributed 
my  stipend  and  income  among  those  that  re- 
quired it  most,  reserving  to  myself  only  sufficient 
to  answer  my  necessities,  I  repaired  to  Hull, 
and  embarked  in  the  first  ship  that  was  bound, 
fpr  the  Baltic.     In  my  younger  days  I  bad 
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^irandered  over  many  countries  of  the  south  of 
Euijope,  but  now  having  no  desire  to  awaken 
recollections  of  happiness  which  never  again 
might  be  experienced^  I  determined  to  shun 
those  scenes  to  wh  ich  I  could  not  recur  without 
pain,  and  in  the  difficulties  of  northern  travel 
pndeavour  to  find  that,  occupation  of  thought 
and  exertion  of  mind  which  were  most  likely  to 
afford  me  relief.  I  had,  moreover,  been  long 
disgusted  with  the  insincerity  of  the  French,  and 
tbe  knavishness  of  the  Italians  j  and  I  imagined 
$;hat,  perhaps,  in  more  barbarous  countries,  I 
might  yet  discover  some  traces  of  that  simplicity 
of  thought,  and  free  and  fearless  honesty  of 
spirit,  which  civilisation  and  refinement  are  but 
pOQ  apt  to  conceal  or  destroy.  I  had  fi'equently 
heard  my  generous  countrymen,  in  the  kindness 
of  their  hearts,  or  the  consciousness  of  their  own 
superior  advantages,  compassionate  the  poor 
Swede  and  Dane  for  the  numerous  deprivations 
to  which  they  were  subjected  by  poverty  and  igno- 
Kance ;  but  when  I  looked  upon  these  sympathetic 
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inoilnieKB  in  the  kif d  of  dbutt^bnosy  ind  ora^tbait 
lax^iry  and  wedUh  had  n<H»  etmt^vredvaponiiiem 
ike  bappbieBS  Mrhkk  they  deenied  to  b^  wkUiaU 
from  dieor  utifortunate  fdilow«creaturea^  I  was 
incliflied  to  doubt  the  justice  of  Adr  lamei^lian^ 
and  the  propriety  of  expressing  it.  I  'wcsM 
grant  them,  that  unhappiness,  in  a  great  .degike; 
dees  eotisist  in  the  multitude  of  wants;  hkinik 
niiist  be  idmitted,  also,  ihlit  happiness  does  .hot 
consist  in  the  multitude  of  possessions*  It  takei 
but  little^naturally^  to  suffice  mankind;  ouradHai 
tiecessities  are  easily  supplied,  and  all  ehe  dial 
we  require  is  ideal.  Now,  in  eountries-  wheta 
men  are  not  so  far  remoieed  from  a  state  of  natune 
aa  otirselves,  their  wants  moist  be  iieaes»ariiy 
fewer-^-^their  proportion  of  unhapphiess  is^  tb^i«« 
fore,  less.  They  are  not  led  on  by  those  numi^ 
nms  delusions  which  point  out  imaginary  wail^^ 
whieh  accumulate  with  luxury  and  Tefiaemenl; 
and  discover  new  necessities  when  old  oi«a  aire 
supplied.  .   ♦ 

v-But    to   begin    my  perscmal  adventiMces. . w  1 
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mifafliaed:iiif><m«  dsd:  ibotttehiphtiDg:  the  faeiiiit)f 
o&ihe^eosne,  till  the  captain  requested  my  pre^ 
ieadici  ki^tfae  boat  wfakSi  was  to  convey  us  ashore; 
Xfae  i^^tet  of  the  Baltic  .is  as  clear  as  a  Swiss 
lakeland  I  loved  to  look  into  its  green  deaths 
and  i^atch  die  glimmer  of  the  pebbles  some 
iad^mis  below.  There  is  scarcely  any  harbour 
ttt'filsiwref  the  vessels  anchor  off  the  town 
isithin  ^ange  of  the  gans  of  the  castle^.  Our 
imk  bad  hardly  entered  die  little  port  befiwe  it 
warliailed'by  a  sendne]>  who  was  marching  to 
md  fir^iUpon  the  narrow  piex^  and  ordered  to 
«ome  adongside.  We  obeyed,  and  the  solcKor 
kaving  asked  whether  I  were  a  passenger,  and 
Iwrng  answered  in  the  affirmative,  directed  me 
Idrffatlid^on  the  spot,  whilst  the  captain  rowed  on 
WtakoAet  landing-place,  where  he  was  to 
jEbiliver  bis  papers.  Although  I  distiked  this 
4n»ngeinent,  as  I  did  not  know  a  word  of 
Bamah,  and  wished  di^refore  to  have  the  captain 
for  an  interpreter,  I  was  obliged  to  comply  with 
the  isommand,  and  ascended    the    pier.    The 
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ijeoUnel  gave  me  to  understand  that  I  was  4a 
follow  him  $  and  assuming  as  much  consequence 
as  though  he  thought  the  honour  c^  the  Damsb 
nation  depended  upon  hi»  bearingi  he  paraded 
me  along  the  pier>  and  through  a  congregated 
rabble^  who  seemed  to  take  great  interest  in  oui? 
msuioeuvres,  to  the  guard  house^  which  is  situated 
just  within  the  wooden  gates  of  the  town.  Here 
a  fierce-looking,  young  officer  handed  me.  a 
chiuri  and  requested  my  passport^  which  I  pro«f 
duced ;  it  was  written  in  French,  md  the  coiw 
tents  mightily  puzzled  the  inspector,  who  afteic 
several  severe  contortions  of  his  mustachios,  wa^ 
compelled  to  ask  which  of  the  words  signified 
my  name.  When  I  comprehended  the  questioni^ 
which  was  put  in  the  Danish  tongue,  and  eked 
out  by  sign§  and  symbpis,  I  satisfied  bis  curiosity, 
and  he  signed  the  document;  bi^t  instead  (^ 
returning  it  as  I  expected,  he  put  it  aside,  and 
bowed  me  a  good  evening.  I  explained  to  him, 
however,  with  great  earnestness,  in  French  and 
English,  that  there  was  a  positive  necessity  ibt 
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tby  having  the  passport  returned  to  me  imme- 
diately, as  it  was  the  only  credentials  I  possessed  ( 
but  he  quite  as  earnestly  and  with  greater  volu« 
bility  maintained  an  opposite  argument ;  and  as 
neither  understood  a  word  the  other  advanced, 
we  might  have  gone  on  arguing  till  the  present 
hour,  without  either  being  convinced,  had  not 
my  captain  fortunately  arrived,  and  explained 
that  the  passport  would  be  returned  when  I 
wished  to  leave  the  town. 

As  I  walked  up  the  narrow  street  with  my 
companion  the  sailor,  musing  upon  the  scene 
that  had  just  occurred,  I  began  rather  to  despond 
at  the  prospect  of  remaining  in  a  country 
where  I  could  neither  understand  the  language 
nor  make  myself  understbod ;  I  therefore  begged 
the  captain  to  take  me  to  an  hotel  where  they 
spoke  English,  if  such  a  place  might  be  found. 
Accordingly,  we  had  not  advanced  far  up  the 
principal  street,  before  I  discerned  a  respectable 
looking  edifice,  with  a  large  board  as  a  frontis* 
piecej  describing  the  building  to  be  the  British 
b3 
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Tuverni  J^pt  by  one  Mu.  Hoiatdh  IfAfxwa^ 
(0mi  (Hit  thai  the  bc«t  ina  ii  the  Hotel  dX^i^ 
Butid,  where  they  speak  Fi«neh,  a&d  0m  n^ 
half  so  exorbitant  .as  the  excellent  Mrs.  Mcsof^l, 
wJbo,  I  believei  ia  a  Yorluhire  womaxu 

Elsinore  is  a  long,  straggling  town;  some  of 
the  streets  are  very  narrow,  whilst  others.- are 
of  tolerable  width.  All  the  approaches  to  the 
town  are.  defended  by  barriers ;  and  the  txit^ 
itself  is  one  of  the  elemiest.  I  ever  hd)6l4» 
There  are  clean  window-ourtains  and  iieat 
«4nd^d  floors  in  every  house,  and  the  number 
of  windows  makes  them  particularly  cheerfWl. 
The  houses  are  all  very  old-&shtoned,  aftd 
have  SA  air  of  comficNrt  and  substantiality  .ateut 
them  that  is  not  a  little  agreeabfe  to  dneee 
who  are  disgusted:  with  the  gilt-gingerlmod 
ai^arance  of  modern  English  dwellings.  The 
•want  of  literature,  in  Denmark  is  evinced  by 
the.  shops ;  all  the  articles  for  sale  are  painted  ot 
Jong  perpendicular  boards  placed  on  either  Me 
ibis  dooJt^    Gloves,  handkerchiefs,  stockings,  &e. 
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^x^  YWpiiMntei  ^1i  T«ry  su]p«rior  skill*  In* 
de^dr  the  Danes  appesr  to  ha^e  <piite  a  geftman 
fbt  palntSflg,  as  iir  as  regards  iaitltfuhiess  of 
tepCieBentation ;  but  of  richness  of  colouring  and 
gracefulness  of  design,  and  those  deHcate  touches 
irhich  give  the  chief  beauty  and  value  to  painting, 
they  are  totally  ignorant.  I  have  gone  through 
the  galleries  of  Copenhagen,  and  paid  a  good 
deal  of  attention  to  the  works  of  the  modern 
ardsts  there  exhibited,  and  in  some  of  the 
palaces,'  and  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the 
pfbduotioBS  I  beheld  are  inferior  even  to  those 
ef  our  own  country,  and  indeed  even  to  those 
of  the  French  school. 

The  costume  of  the  Danish  peasantry  is  not 
UA^e  that  of  the  English  labourer;  but  in 
iriiiter  they  wear  jackets  made  of  sheepskins, 
snd  the  common  people,  generally,  have  wooden 
shoes.  The  women  are  rather  stout'^built,  but 
finr,  good-looking,  and  cleanly;  they  usually 
wear  caps,  at  least  the  married  ones,  but  not 
bcmnetsty  and  some  have  veils  of  narrow  lace 
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iung  Ofer  their  beads.  There  m  a  <»i$taiii.  nk 
Elsinore,  and  Copenhagea,  whu^  is  oot  uofe?^ 
qtieat  in  some  of  the  towns  of  the  Netherlanda^ 
— (but!  riever  saw  it  in  so  great  repute  aa  a$ 
'  Elsinore}^— for  almost  all  the  private  houses  to 
have  mirrors,  about  the  size  of  a  pane  of  g\ada$ 
projecting  from  the  windows  for  a  coufde  of 
f^t  into  the  street  They  are  suspended 
between  .iron  rods,  and  turn  on  a  pivot  in  all 
directions,  so  .that,  as  the  young  lady  of  the 
house  »ts  in  a  corner  of  her  room. she  can^ 
by  casting  her  eyes  on  this  mirror,  criticiae 
every  one  that  comes  up  the  street  widiout 
being  visible  herself,  unless  she  sit  so.  <iime  to 
the  window  that  her  own  features  are  refleoted^- 
which,  by  the  bye,  is  generally  the  case»  Soine- 
tioies,  as  I  have  walked  out  in  the  middle  of  the 
day,  when  the  sun  shone  pleasantly,  4md  invited 
all  the  ladies  to  the  windows,  every  mirror  has 
borne  an  image :  some  faces  are  seen  the  jMCture 
jof  gravity  and  decorum,  whilst  others  are  pedked 
up  with  all  the  merriment  of  fun  and  mischief; 
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attd>  I  bave  gode  down  a  whole  Btreet  qoile 
ifiuible  to  preserve  my  usual  secbtenest  of 
visage.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  very  convenient  mode 
ef  staring  at  one  «[iother  without  giving  offence^ 
Owing  to  the  alteration  in  the  timber  duties, 
the  English  trade  in  the  Baltic  has  greatly 
fidloi  off  within  the  last  two  or  three  years, 
A  ftw  years  ago,  it  was  no  uncommon  sight 
to  behold  thirty  or  more  English  vessels,  at 
ene  tkoe,  lying  off  the  town  of  Elsinofe;  but 
now  aearcely  forty  pass  in  a  quarter  of  a  year, 
foreigners,  being  allowed  to  compete  with  our 
eoioitrymen  on  pretty  easy  terms,  have  found 
no  great  difficulty  in  taking  the  trade  almost 
entirely  out  <^  their  hands.  The  heavier 
expenses  of  our  shipping,  in  seamen's  wages, 
in  their  superior  food,  and  in  the  prime  cost 
of  the  vessel,  are  all-  manifest  advantages  to 
iMur  privileged  rivals. 

Perhaps,  too,  we  are  somewhat  prejudiced  by 
Uie  unequal  observance  of  the  reciprocity  system. 
An  English  merchant  required  a  cargo  of  dmber 
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CO  be  conveyed  irom  Dantzie  to  LifBrpaol;  no 
Englishman  could  afford  to  undertake  the  busf* 
Bess  for  less  than  twenty  (or  twenty-one)  shil- 
lings a  ton.  A  Prussian  trader  agreed  foe 
sixteen  shillings  a  ton;  he  took  the  timber  to 
Liverpool,  and  there  received  a  cargo  of  salt, 
with  which  he  returned  to  Dantzie.  It  is  not 
ptaBitted  to  import  salt  into  Prussia  in  foreigm 
bottoms  without  a  very  heavy  duly,  but  the 
Prussian  trader  would,  of  course,  escape  this 
duly;  and  the  money  saved  would  allow  him 
to  undertake  the  other  adrenture  of  conveying 
die  timber  to  England* 

•The  revenue  received  by  the  Danish  govern^ 
ment  from  the  tax  on  foreign  ships  passing 
through  the  Sound  to  the  Baltic,  has  never 
exceeded  150,000/.  a  year ;  the  minimum  hitherto 
has  been  about  120,000/.  And  this  tax,  which 
is  levied  on  the  goods  or  cargo,  is  in  fact  oidy 
an  indirect  tax,  that  falls  upon  the  consumer, 
and  not  upon  the  merchant  The  Russians 
complain  against  it  most;   for  it  is  into  th^ 
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GfQ^try    that    the     goods,  are    cfakfljr    coin 

^  About  a  mile  behind  the  town  oi  Elsiaore  is 
a  BvaaiV  summer  palace  of  the  king>  and  here 
axe  the  gardens  called  the  Hamlet  gardens^ 
supposed  to  be  the  scene  of  that  fiuaaous  tragedyi 
loug^tjioty  perhaps,  to  gire  judgment  on  the 
gi^ns  Ihemsehes,  as  I  beheld  them  so  early 
i«i:the  seasofty  that  ihey  had  not  recovered  from 
the  desiialation  of  >  winter.  Their  chief  ornament, 
«t  diat  <smei  consisted  of  about  a  dozen  leaden 
statues  •painted'  white,  Grecian  gods  and  god^ 
desses,  heroes  and  heroines,  all  looUng  as 
sicrvecl  and  miserable  as  nudity  in  the  climate 
of'  Denmark  could  make  them.  Beyond  the 
palace,  and  running  parallel  with  the  sea  at 
a.  quarter  of  a  mile's  distance,  is  a  long  bank 
coveted  with  wood,  which  afibrds  a  delightful 
retreat  ibr  .retirement  and  contemplation.  The 
sea  breeze  is  pure  and  exhilarating.  The  castte 
of  Cronborg^  below  us,  stands  forth  a  noble  and 
iflsposing  object;  and  beyond  it,  the  long  line  of 
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the  opposite  Swedish  coast  preserves  the  efe^ 
from  the  weariness  of  a  waste  of  waters. 

The  castle  of  Cronborg  is  h  very  handsome 
building,  and,  by  the  Danes,  accounted  a  strong- 
fortress.  In  approaching  it  we  have  to  emss 
three  drawbridges,  over  as  many  moats*  The 
garrison  at  present  is  slight,  but  the  proper 
complement  is  said  to  be  four  thousand  men. 
The  view  from  the  batteries  is  truly  beautifUU 
There  are  vaults  under  the  ramparts  for  the 
inhabitants  of  Elsinore  to  flee  to  whenever  their 
town  should  be  attacked.  The  menial  offices  ^ 
the  fortress  are  performed  by  slaves — convicted- 
felons  who  have  been  sentenced  to  this  punish* 
ment.  Our  worthy  king,  James  the  First,  spe^t 
a  month  in  this  castle.  His  bride,  the  Princess 
of  Denmark,  being  detained,  whilst  on  her 
passage  to  Scotland,  by  contrary  winds  on  the 
coast  of  Norway,  and,  indeed,  having  in  conse^ 
quence^  resolved  to  pass  the  wipter  in  that  country, 
her  royal  husband  became  so  impatient  of  her 
absence  that  he  resolved  to  go  himself  to  mieet 
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h$r^  :Ai;c9irdiBgly  he  wenti  and  remained  some 
time  in  }iiqvyf9Lj,  where  he  xeceived  an  invitation 
t(X:Vi^t  the  king  of  Denmark,  his  father-in-law. 
T]^  two  kings  met  in  the  castle  of  Cronborg, 
t^^  a  royal  residence,  and  the  visit  was  agree- 
ably spent  in  a  round  of  gaiety  and  feasting— > 
th^e  being  great  rivalry  between  the  Danes  and 
S^ots  as  to  their  respective  capacities  for  drinking ; 
and.so  earnest  was  the  contention  that  many  very 
siiirpr^ing,  feats  were  performed  on  bqth  sides*^ 
I  fear  my  readers  are  tired  of  remaining  so 
l«pg  at  Elsinore,  but  I  am  particular  in  describ-^ 
i^'it,.  as  it  is  a  very  good  specimen  of  a  Danish 
towns  apdj.tbe  ra&er,  as  I  do  not  intend  to  be  so 
diiiruse  in  fivture*  The  first  objects  which  strike 
tb^  laya  of  «  stri^nger  in  a  foreign  land  press  deeply 
inl;o  the  memory ;  he  examines  with  anxiety,  and 
records  wit^  minuteness.  But  the  novelty  wears 
offin  a  few  days ;  what  appeared  remarkable  at 
firstf  becomes .  now  matter  of  course,  and  if  he 
afbr wards  meet  with  any  thing  extraordinary , 
it.  searoely  has  the  power  to  affect  him  with 
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aurprise^  beoause  he  is  now/  as-  H  w^i^fmmilinift 
utith  nnusval  sights.  We  4her^fore  generally 
&id  that  a  travell^  is  most  anxious  to  cecQpd 
his  first  impessions  on  entering  a  Strang  laxdt 
and  that  he  afterwards  observes  with  less  .^ttjen^ 
tioHf  and  narrates  with  less  detail*  ; 

I  spent  a  sabbath  at  Elsinore,  and  attended 
divine  service  in  die  Lutheran  church*  It  is  >a 
mean  builcUng  externally,  but  the  hUerior.  ifi 
gorgeous,  and  encumbered  with  gilding  j^f^ 
ornainent  There  is,  however,  a  besmtifuNcareeiy 
and  a  noble  altar-piece  of  carved  oak.  TIh^ 
which  struck  me  most  in  the  edifice,  was, a 
number  of  raised  pews,  like  separate  galkfrM% 
which  had  glazed  sash  windows  and  ourtaMn^^^ 
so  that  the  inmate  had  as  much  privacy  as  if  he 
remained  by  his  own  fireside;  and  should  the 
sermon  prove  displeasing  to  his  taste,  he  had 
only  to  close  the  window  and  draw  the  curtain, 
and  he  might  slumber  in  silence  and  peace* 
Of  course,  these  exclusive  seats  belonged  only 
to  the  most  refined  of  the  gentry,  whose  sensitive 
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ibeibge  .oatttratty  shrink  from  the  popular  gase. 
There  is  also,  down  one  of  the  e»de  aisles»  a 
Whc^  denes  of  these  boxes  with  glass  windows, 
whieh  ha^e  much  the  appearance  of  the  stalls 
in  Oovent  Garden  marlcet. 

The  clergyman  was,  of  course,  in  the  Lutheran 
habit!  a  black  gown,  with  a  ruff  round  the 
Aroat.  His  sermon  was  long,  but  he  had  a 
quiet  ettmestness  of  manner,  and  a  persuasive 
etequ^nce  that  pleased  and  attracted.  I  admired 
b1^  ffiscourse,  though  I  did  not  understand  a 
#e!r3  of- it.  There  were  some  of  the  congre- 
gatioDt  who  understood  without  seeming  to 
ai^G^ ;  and  it  is  therefore  probable  that  I 
retliriied  at  least  as  much  edified  as  these. 
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CHAPTER  11. 


FREDERIKSBURO. 


There  is  no  sorrow^  however  severe,  that 
religion  may  not  subdue.  The  poignancy  of 
anguish  and  the  hopelessness  of  despair  are 
either  averted  or  greatly  alleviated  by  heir 
soothing  consolations.  He  that  hath  delight 
in  beholding  the  loveliness  of  nature,  will  hare 
often  confessed  the  landscape  to  be  most  beau*^ 
tiful  when  the  haze  of  the  morning  is  about  t& 
be  dissipated  by  the  breaking  glories  of  the  sun; 
So  it  is  with  the  heart;  though  softened  and 
shadowed  by  the  mists  of  misfortune,  it  y^tlfi 
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not  wholly  obscured  in  the  gloom  of  despondency, 
but  awakens  again  into  cheerfulness  and  joy 
beneath  the  vivifying  rays  of  religion.  Who 
would  pass  through  life,  were  it  possible,  without 
ever  feeling  a  pang  ?  Not  I — there  is  a  hard- 
ness and  severity  engendered  by  continual  good 
fortune,  that  the  chastening  hand  of  affliction 
alone  can  correct.  It  is  when  most  humbled 
by  the  sense  of  its  woes,  that  the  soul  rises 
highest  above  the  ills  of  earth,  and  clings  with 
the  liveliest  ardour  to  the  feet  of  its  Redeemer, 
and  rests  upon  the  hopes  of  hereafter,  &r,  far 
TeoH^yed  beyond  the  shocks  of  mortality. 
',  It  was  not  that  my  heart  had  forgotten  its 
griefs, — that  callousness  and  indifference  had 
sttceeeded  to  sorrow, — that  caused  me  to  look  up 
&001  depression,  and  acknowledge  once  more 
a  sober  feeling  of  cheerfulness  and  hope :  the 
halm  fl^m  on  high  had  been  shed  upon  me, 
and  I  was  comforted  and  cheered.  A  glow  of 
kenevolence  warmed  my  breast,  and,  with  ex" 
panned  thoughts  I  resolved    to    live   and  be 
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uiseful  to  raankiod.    Alas  I  how  tmnsisnt;  hi(ir 

dightly  rooted  are  our  deepest  reBohreal  bdir 

easily  overturned  by  any  trifling  opposition  -of 

drcumstance !    As  I  walked  along  the  {Mrincipal 

street  of  Elsuiore,  my  health  restored  by  ^tlur 

bnffiing  sea  breeze,  and  with  a  re^invigoratad 

spirit,  I  was  met  by  a  miserable  beggar-wonaif^ 

who  entreated  me  for  an  alms.    Sorrow   and 

wretchedness  were  in  her  eye,  and  her  wasted 

form  and  scanty  attire  betokened  privation  imd 

poverty.     Instinctively  I  put  my  hand  into  taf 

ppcket,  but  finding  nothing  there  of  lestr  vdlttd 

than  a   dollar,  I   assumed  a  look  of  severit^^i 

as  though  I  would  reprove  her  for  her  crimes^— 

and  hastily  passed  by.     But  my  heart  instantly 

smote  me :--"  Wretch  that  I  am!"  I  exdailned, 

^^  have  I  not  myself,  this  day,  received  the  cup 

of  charity — and  yet  have  I  dared  to  wring  a 

heart    that   was    already  wrong    to    despair  7 

Monster!  hast  thou  really  given  another  pang 

to   anguish,  and  dropped  additional  gall  into 

the  Clip  of  bitterness?"    I  turned  to  look  at 
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myvi^va^i  »ht  was  waUdtig  slowly  imd  dejeet- 
ecBjr.  down  the  afreet.  I  hurried  after  and 
anertook  her*  "  Poor  woman !"  I  aaidi  though 
nbti  eould  not  understand  me ;  "  you  are 
wserable^  and  I  am  a  wretch;  take  this,  and 
itiajr-God  be  aa  merciful  to  you  as  he  has  been 
tojsie  !*'  I  put  two  dollars  into  her  hand,  and 
she  started  with  surprise  and  delight.  The 
t^ars  gushed  to  her  eyes ;  she  raised  her  ema* 
Oinled  bands,  and,  as  I  turned  away  with  a 
liappy  lieart,  though  I  understood  not  her 
lan^iage,  I  felt  that  she.  blessed  me«  Who 
would. not  give  two  dollars  for  a  blessing?. 

Soon  after  this  incident,  I  left  Eisinore  and 
siru^k  off  into  the  interior  of  the  country.^ 
I  'bad  hii^  a  carriage,  which  was  composed  of 
a  long  wooden  trough,  with  a  seat  across  it ; 
the  vehicle  was  placed  on  low  springs  and 
supported  by  four  light  wheels.  I  saw  one 
or  $wo  private  conveyances  of  a  similar  shape, 
hii^  made  of  wicker* work,  which  had  rather  a 
neat  appearance.    The  carts  or  waggons  of:  the 
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country  ave  all  made  of  these  long  troughs 
upon  four  wheels,  and  are  drawn  by  two  hand* 
some  sfMrited  little  horses  abreast.  My  horses 
were  of  a  cream  colour,  and  went  along  at  a 
gallant  pace.  The  Danish  horses  are  not  much 
above  fourteen  hands  high,  but  very  strong 
and  compactly  made,  and  always  in  excellent 
condition.  They  are  greatly  esteemed  all  over 
the  continent. 

It  was  a  cold  morning  on  which  I  set  out, 
and  I  was  glad  to  make  use  of  all  the  warm 
garments  I  possessed.  It  is  generally  remarked 
of  Englishmen  who  visit  the  northern  countries 
of  Europe,  that  they  are  as  careless  in  guarding 
against  the  weather  as  if  they  were  still  in  their 
own  climate ;  whilst  common  observation  would 
^how  them  that  the  .natives  themselves  are 
particularly  careful  to  provide  a  warm  clothing. 
The  punishment  of  neglect  is  generally  an  ague, 
or  some  such  complaint,  the  frequent  recur- 
rence of  which  makes  them  regret  their  impru- 
dence for  life. 
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The  climate  of  Zealand  is  much  more  tempe<» 
rate  than  that  of  the  opposite  coast  of  Sweden^ 
On  a  preceding  evening  I  had  remained  nearly 
an  hour  watching  a  furious  snow-storm  that 
raged  along  the  bleak  and  barren  clifis  of 
Sweden,  whilst  the  shores  on  which  I  stood 
seemed  to  be  defended  from  its  invasion  by 
the  wind  that  swept  down  the  intermediate 
channel. 

I  was  now  travelling  towards  Frederiksburgi 
wh^re  is  a  royal  palace,  which,  from  description, 
I  conceived  worthy  to  be  seen, 

The  northern  part  of  the  island  of  Zealand 
appears  to  be  cold  and  not  very  productive, 
but  the  inhabitants  cultivate  it  with  considerable 
assiduity.  The  whole  surface  of  the  island  is 
almost  denuded  of  trees,  but  occasionally  we 
meet  with  a  fine  wood  that  is  particularly 
agreeable  after  the  waste  we  have  traversed. 
Perhaps^  on  the  whole,  the  country  may  be  said 
to  exhibit  a  pleasing. aspect,  from  its  undulated 
surface,  and  the  park*like  character  of  its  occa-^ 
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stonal  woods.  For  three  ^r  four  mk»  befera 
reaching  Fr^eriksburg,  we  pMs  through  the 
molt  beaotifol  forest  scenery;  there  ire  no 
fences  io  muk^  the  eye,  and  fine  naple  and 
beech  trees  abound  on  each  side  the  toikL 
The  beautiful  brakes  and  glades  in  the  ft>reit» 
and  the  rou^  wild  herbage,  that  has  never 
been  subject  to  cultivation,  had,  for  me,  inex^ 
pressible  charms.  It  was  evening  when  I  oaaie 
widiin  sight  of  the  laige  gateway  that  fomns  one 
of  die  entrances  into  the  palace  of  Frcdeafcsbuiig. 
To  enter  the  town,  we  have  to  pass  through  this 
gateway,  and  over  a  moat,  which  bri^s  us  in 
front  of  the  pala<)e ;  we  then  pass  over  ^e 
opposite  side  of  the  moat  and  through  several 
defenees,  and  thus  arrive  at  the  town«  I  jnay 
mention  here,  that  having  made  this  place  my 
bead  quarters,  I  traversed  the  country  in  various 
directions  in  my  waggon,  but  found  it  to  cevf^ 
so  little  diversity  of  scenery  that  I  shaJl  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  reader  with  any  idle 
description;   as  for    the  towns, — Roskild,  the 
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hvaibi  pkoe  of  Ae  kings  of  Denniaarki  has  been 
alneadbf  described  bj  Denrent  Conway^  and 
no  0ther  has  sixffioient  interest  to  make  it 
ifXMrth  describing.  When  I  returned  again  td 
Frederiksburgy  I  sent  my  cavriage  back  witli 
its  driver  to  Elsinore,  and  resolved  to  remain 
ttyself  a  feMr  days  at  this  the  most  de^hlftd 
spot  in  the  kingdom  of  Denmark.  I  bad 
iCli£ed  the  Danish  language  a  little  whilst  at 
iSainot^y  and  had  taken  the  precaution  to  write 
4&vm  about  ferty  usefiil  sentences  in  English^ 
which  I  got  translated  for  me  into  Duush, 
taking  care  to  spell  the  words  as  they  vnere 
]MK)nouhced ;  so  that  when  I  spoke  them  I  bad 
g^erally  oau^t  the  accent  so  conred;Iy  as  to 
deceive  people  into  the  belief  that  I  knew  more 
than  I  was  really  master  of. 

The  palace  of  Frederiksburg  cannot  he 
isiA^  a  very  handsome  edifice ;  it  was  built  by 
inigo  Jones,  who  was  invited  to  Denmark  by 
Christiem  the  Fourth,  one  of  the  most  puissant 
of  the  Danish  princes.  It  is  of  large  dimeosiai»s, 
c2 
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of  brieki  &ced  widi  stone,  and  U  buik  on  j^Hed, 
in  the  midst  of  a  little  sheet  of  water.  Thai 
part  of  the  building  into  which  I  was  firdi 
conducted  was  the  chapel,  which  is  also  ihfi 
{dace  of  public  worship  for  the  inhabitants  of 
tiie  town.  The  interior  is  veiy  rich ;  the  ceding 
is  of  carved  wood  highly  gildedi  and  the  king'« 
seaty  at  one  extremity,  has  a  ceiling  of  dark  oak, 
with  pendants  of  ivory,  worked  into  various 
shapes.  The  altar-piece  Js  truly  magnificeiitt 
it  is  of  ebony,  adorned  with  groups  of  figures 
in  embossed  silver  and  gold,  that  repredenl 
various  passages  in  the  life  of  our  Saviour: 
it  is  said  to  be  seven  hundred  years  oTd.  f i| 
the  king^s  pew  is  a  table,  made  of  a  marble  slab 
inlaid  with  mosaic.  There  is  a  traditi<»i  which 
says,  that  when  the  czar  Peter  was  on  a  visit 
to  the  king  of  Denmark,  he  was  shown  this^ 
table,  which  had  been  lately  brought  from 
Italy,  and  was  esteemed  a  rare  curiosity.  The 
inquisitive  savage  surveyed  it  with  much  aiten^ 
timi,  and  then  insisted  that  it  was  only  a  painted 
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8taii0»  U|^on  being  contradicted,  he  swor^  ttiAt 
be  Irould  tseertain  the  fact  before  he  left  the 
toomi  and,  drawing  his  sword,  deliberately 
picked  out  several  of  the  pieces  with  the  point 
oi  the.  weapon.  The  hole  he  made  is  dtiU 
IMttntedrOutj  and  remains  to  illustrate  an  anecdote 
which,  ia  my  opinion,  is  not  unchai^etertstic 
of  Peter  the  Great. 

There  are  many  good  rooms  in  the  palace: 
one  which  bears  a  title  somewhat  resembling 
^  ''  Hall  of  the  Knights,"  was  used  formerly 
aa  the  reom  of  installation  for  the  knights  of 
cm  )0f  the^ noblest  of  the  Danish  orders;  it  i» 
too  low  in  ^oportion  to  its  length,  but  has  a 
l»^n^  ceiling  of  oak,  and  ivory,  and  gold. 

Aa  the  king  but  seldom  visits  this  palace, 
he.haa  removed  the  best  of  the  paintings  tq  hi? 
Qtber  residences ;  the  two  mp9t  interesting  that 
femain  are  portraits  of  Mary,  the  wife  of  put 
William  the  Third,  and  the  celebrated  Nell 
Gwjmni  in  her  youthfiilness  and  beauty,  Aok^ 
Aie  (e^  Quriositiea  i^  the  stuffed  skin  of  a  horse, 
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which  18  pretended  to  hate  run  twenty  miks  in 
forty-»two  minoles.  Bat  noAing  interested  mk 
80  moch  88  the  following  words  of  die  unlmppy 
Caroline  Matilda,  the  sister  of  Oeoige  the  Tbied, 
and  mother  of  the  present  king  of  Denmark, 
who,  at  one  time,  was  confined  in  diis  pahiea  Iqr 
her  barbarous  husband.  The  words  are  in 
English,  and  scratched  with  a  diamond  on  a 
pane  of  one  of  the  windows : — 

f'O  iMke  nMf  innoeent-^b*  dfhen  great'*   - 

It  is  a  touching  sentiment,  when  we  beUev^ 
it  to  have  spruhgfrom  the  heart  of  an  unfortuniiie 
princess.  We  are  never  so  much  a£fected  witft 
the  appearance  of  piety  as  when  we  find  it 
adorning  the  lofty  rulers  of  the  world,  add 
shedding  a  lustre  over  dignities  and  titlel.  We 
then  see  how  vain  is  the  possession  of  these 
things,  since  their  owner  esteems  them  but  little 
wotth  without  that  purer  jewel  which  we  may 
acquire  equally  with  hltt.  And  when  We  6hA 
that  sorrow  and  anguish  have  wrung  the  heatt 
that  was   born  to  power  and  dominion^  and 
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lofsttned  the  boyiI  that  we  fiK>Udily  deemed  to 
be  beyond  the  stiiiga  of  a£9iclio»,  how  paltry 
99^m»  greatness !  how  impotent  majesty !  How 
beautiful^  how  touchiog  that  confiding  deyotion 
which  turns  from  the  vanities  of  the  wwld^  and 
4ieaeeches  the  Almighty  for  innoceney  of  spirit, 
whilst  it  acknowledges  with  contrition  .the 
werthkssiiess  of  human  grandeur!  ; 

The  large  fire-places  in  this  palace  coafinned 
me  in  the  idea  that  stoves  have  not  always  been 
in  esteem  in  Dennimkj  but  have  only  been  used 
mmcB  the  decrease  of  wood  rendered  men  more 
provident  of  fuel. 

The  portrait  of  Inigo  Jones  is  preserved 
iiere^  he  remained  in  Denmark  until  his  death, 
and,  I  was  informed,  lies  buried  about  eight 
•ailes:  firom .  Frederiksburg, 

I  set  out  early  one  morning  to  wander  through 

\Ait  Sorest  which  encompasses  the  town  of  Fre* 

^derik8burg,  in  any  direction  that  fortune  might 

lead  me.     It  was   nearly  the  close  of  April ; 

the  air  was  bradng,  and  the  sun  shone  cheerily. 
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atid  the  spirits,  however  iocUned  to  iros^ 
could  not  resist  the  exhilaratiog  influence  of  iho 
scene.  In  this  forest  are  inniunerable  valleysk 
and  gentle  slopes  covered  with  beantiful  woocU^ 
and  frequent  prairies,  or  open  spaces,  where 
the  peasants  are  accustomed  to  graze  theiip 
cattle.  Here,  and  generally  throu^out  thei 
country,  there  is  very  Iktie  brushwood;  it  has 
all  been  cleared  away  for  fuel,  leaving  the  woodji 
open  iM^d  easy  of  passage* 

I  wandered  on  for  many  miles  with  a  c^ele9Si>^. 
nesa  and  indifference  that  give  the  chief  charoa 
to  a  ramble  of  this  kind. 

One  of  the  most  delightful  emodoiis  that  ever 
give  buoyancy,  lo  the  spirits  is  the  sense  of 
perfect,  unbounded  freedom, — where  there  is  not 
a  single  clog  to  fetter  or  restrain.  It  is  bit^ 
seldom,  amid  the  unevenness  of  life  and  the 
demapds  of  sodety,  that  such  a  feeling  is  per* 
mitted  to  visit  the  heart.  There  are  cares  or 
duties  attendant  on  every  station  that  debar  mm 
from  the  enjoyment  of  such  booidless  lib^rtyi 
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titfh  m  iliouglit;  whoever  has  a  tie  th^t  binds 
him  to  earth  wears  the  shackles  of  solicitude— 
Snt  who  would  wish  to  exist  without  them  ?  It 
ifiight^  then^  have  been  an  intemperate  and  unna- 
iunil  feeHng  that  removed  the  load  from  a  heart 
iMiich  had  long  been  depressed^  and  exalted  the 
s[nrits  with  unusual  lightness,  that  gave  elasticity 
6>  the  step  as  I  wandered,  careless  of  the  direc- 
tion, through  the  beautiful  forest,  and  loosed 
the  thoughts  to  sweep  in  wanton  career  through 
d^ous  and  infinite  paths,  which  they  did  not 
pause  to  survey,  but  bounded  along  rejoicing  in 
their  absolute  freedom. 

.  *  What  a  glorious  subject  of  contemplation  does 
Ae  human  mind  present!  Next  to  the  Deity 
ffimself,  it  is  indeed  the  grandest  of  all  subjects. 
The  deeper  we  look  into  it  the  more  are  we 
amazed  f  the  better  we  know  it  the  more 
boundess  seems  its  range — space  can  scarcely 
contain  it,  eternity  alone  is  its  limit.  How 
itftoni^ng  ifr  its  flexibility !  from  the  loftiest 
conceptions  it  can  descend,  at  once,  to  the  most 
c  3 
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minute;  thia  moment^  the  Deity  engages  its 
thought! — the  next^  it  is  attracted  by  the  atom 
that  floats  in  the  sunbeam.  The  lightning- 
rapidity  with  which  it  darts  firom  one  thought  to 
another^  and  flashes  in  an  instant  from  earth  to 
heaven^  and  from  heaven  to  earthy — ^with  which 
it  multiplies  objects^  unites  distances^  and  anni- 
hilates Time^-^-this  is  its  most  wonderful  pro- 
perty :  but  it  has  a  quidity  better  and  nckAet 
still.  Its  most  valuable  attribute  is  that  which 
makes  it  the  source  of  all  our  most  exquisfte 
enjoyments.  The  beasts  of  the  fields  and  all  the 
soulless  part  of  creation^  are  but  capable  of  a 
vague,  limited^  and  un-elaUng  haj^iness^  which^ 
perhaps^  chiefly  consists  in  a  calm^  unruffled 
contentment*  The  expansion  of  soul,  the  Kvie- 
Kness  of  fiincy,  the  keenness  of  sense,  Ae  delicacy 
of  feeling,  the  refinement  of  imagination ;  these 
are  the  ingredients  of  that  extended  and  exalted 
happiness  which  the  human  breast  is  capable  of 
enjoying.  The  dumb  brute  basks  in  the  rays  of 
the  sun,  and  is  happy;   but  it  is  a  haj^ii 
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limUed  to. the  mere  senaatbn  of  bodily  eiyoy- 
lOQOt,  imd  the  ofiffning  only  of  additional 
warmA.  Bi^  man,  as  be  looks  up  to  the  kind 
amiliiig  heavens,  and  spreads  forth  his  hands  to 
the  cherishing  sunbeams,  and  stands  in  the 
warm  air  with  the  quick-beating  pulse  of  an 
invigarated  frame— what  an  exaltation  of  spirit 
does  he  experience !  what  a  lightness  of  heart ! 
wiiat  an  elastic!^  of  feeling !  The  beams  of  the 
sun  are  not  merely  communicated  to  his  outward 
form,  but  are  transfused  into  his  bosom^  and  give 
additioiial  warmdi  to  his  soul.  His  gratitude  b 
awakened  with  the  h^piness  he  receives;  he 
meks  into  the  tenderness  of  an  adoring  creature, 
and  blesses  Uie  bountiful  Bestower  for  the  joy 
that  inspires  him,  and  for  the  heart  and.  feeling 
that  enabie  him  to  appreciate  the  gifL 

These  are  the  sentiments  of  every  heart  that 
it  not  entirely  warped  from  the  enjoyment  of 
natural  emotions  by  a  too  deep  concern  for 
ten^oral  engagements.  Such  men  affect  to 
scorn    every   expression    of   feeling,   and   so 
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giadoally  shut  up  the  sluices  of  the  heart,  until 
its  native  fertility  is  changed  into  unproductive 
barrenness.  Under  pretence  of  sneering  at 
enthusiasm,  they  condemp  every  generous  ema« 
tion,  and,  wrapping  themselves  up  in  selfish 
indifference,  studiously  av(»d  every  manifestation 
of  feeling,  and  soon  cease  to  feel  for  any  but 
themselves.  Far  be  from  us  the  day  when  the 
beams  of  the  sun  shall  fail  to  awaken  gratitude 
and  joy ;  perish  worldly  advantages,  and  ambir 
tious  hopes,  so  that  we  preserve  a  heart  capable 
ai  melting  into  those  undefinable  eswoliom  which 
they  whom  we  scorn  may  deqiise,  but  w}itch 
give  to  their  possesscMr  a  dignity  of  feeling,  a^j^ 
loftiness  of  tone  that  he  could  not  e^  hopei:^ 
^fgoj,  and  inspire  him  with  a  mH^mif^  \g 
which,  at  other  times,  be  dare  not  lay  claims  j 
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CHAPTER   III. 


COPENHAGEN. 


ABOUTffenr  miles  friMn  Frederiksburg  is  tbe 
town"  o£  Fnedenburgy  remarkable  for  its  clean 
and  iotiting  appearanee; — ^and,  indeed,  clean* 
linesB  and  neatness  may  be  considered  tbe 
eharaderistics  of  most  of  the  Danish  towns. 
At  Friedenburg  is  a  royal  castle,  which,  except 
for  that  dignity,  I  had  not  thought  worthy  of 
mention.  Behind  the  town  is  a  most  picturesque 
lake,  which  winds  for  a  long  distance  through 
woods  that  slope  down  to  its  edge:  it  is  a 
delightful  scene,  apd  well  deserving  a  yisit. 
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The  peasantry  of  Zealand  are  vemarkaUe  fear 
their  respectable  appearance^  and  the  invariable 
civility  of  their  demeanour.  Their  low-bnil)U 
whitewashed  cottages  are  comfortable  and  tidyi 
and  generally  cleaner  than  those  of  our  own 
labouring  classes.  I  was  informed  that  each 
labourer  is  allowed  a  plot  of  land,  which  usually 
adjoins  his  house,  and  provides  him  with  many 
of  the  luxuries  of  life,  or  what  to  him,  at  leasyt, 
appear  such. 

I  like  the  country  inns  of  Denmark;  the 
traveller  is  uniformly  treated  widi  civility  and 
respect,  and  yet  is  not  required  to  pay  exouiiAr 
tantly  for  those  attentions.  Animal  food  is  yety 
eheap,  and  house^rent  very  moderate,  and  the 
best  wine-^St  Julian,  or  what  is  called  suebr-- 
commonly  a  rix  dollar  a  bottk,  that  is,  a  Uttle 
more  than  two  shillings  and  four-pence. 

I  travelled  from  Frederiksbui^  to  Copenhag^ 
by  the  post,  or  royal  diligence—a  kind  of  open 
waggon  on  low  spring?,  containing  four  seat% 
which  accommodate  twelve  personsi  inohidlng 
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tbt  dtiver.  That  individual,  robed  in  a  scarlet 
coat,  With  a  horn  slung  round  his  neck,  which 
he  takes  care  to  blow  not  unfrequently,  devotes 
bis  utmost  abilities  to  urging  four  long-taiied 
hordes  into  a  ^bt.    . 

'When  the  passengers  are  numerous,  inferior 
carriages  are  provided,  which  are  drawn  by  two 
h(M^,  and  respectfully  keep  in  the  wake  of 
dbe  royal  mail;— for,  in  arbitrary  countries,  the 
doctrine  of  precedence  is  very  strictly  observed^ 
Md  in  Denmark,  as  throughout  Germany,  it  is 
thougiit  e&tremely  incorrect  for  the  subsidiary 
visfalde  to  pass  the  principal,  though  the  fares 
#feaeh  are  alike. 

The  road  to  die  metropolis  lies  thn^igh  fire- 
qnent  woods  and  over  dreary  wastes,  which,  for 
mOes,  are  without  the  shelter  of  a  single  tree. 
There  is  also,  at  least,  one  very  noble  lake,  suf>^ 
loiteded  with  beautiful  woods,  among  which 
it  winds  and  is  lost.  Upon  the  banks  is  somer 
iimes  seen  a  large  mansion,  the  residence,  of 
A  great  landed  proprietor. 
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.  Lon^  avenues  of  trees  lead  up  to  tKe  several 
gates  whieh  give  entrance  to  Copenhagen ;  lhi€ 
every  one  <^  these  trees^  which  seem  to  be  com* 
m<m\y  elm,  is  cut  down  to  about  ten  or  twdiie 
feet  from  the  ground;  and  it  is  singular '^at 
the  Danes,  who  are  very  {HtockI  of  thrir  gardens, 
and  really  have  a  taste  for  flowers,  shodd  make 
a  poiiit  of  mutilating  in  this  manner  all  tb^trees 
which  they  mean  to  be  ornamentals  IRbe  tdj^ 
tbus  deprived  of  their  branches,  in  ^hich  t^CFOh 
^sted  all  their  beauty,  are  redueed  to  fmte^ 
sprouts,  that  in  winter  have  the  appearimce  df 
besoms,  and  in  summer  of  mUgn^ed  cd^tei^esl 

Copenhagen  is  a  fortified  town,  surrounc^ 
by  a  moat,  and  walls  or  mounds  of  MrtiiJ  t 
^uld  not  help  thinking  that  rather  ah  i^i^ 
mi^ry  edict  which  caused  the  luggage  nf  kU 
ike  passengers  of  the  diligence  to  bo  s^aiiehdl;^ 
l^mgh  we  had  ndt  come  from  a  foreign  ^e^ilti^; 
nor  even  from  a  firontier  town.  .  -    - 

Copet^agen  is  an  agreeaUe  md  handiaiffi^ 
town,  the  streets  are  wide,  theiiouKes  loify^A^ 
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ff^^iU^  mad  generally  planted  of  a  8tone 
fptouiw  Some  of  the  squares — ^whicbi  by  the 
\)gj^.  ane  father  OTal  than  square — have  a  fine 
appearaiice ;   and  in  the  beat  of  them  the  kii^ 

The  king  has  also  a  new,  and  very  large, 
UuHigh  not  very  handsome  palace,  called  Chris* 
tiwiborg  3  it  contains  a  museum  of  andeni 
arjcps,  aod  other  curiosities  that  are  usually 
pl^used  in  museums.  The  royal  stables  behind 
tins  palace  are  worth  visiting;  they  contain 
^out  a  hundred  of  the  king's  horses — ^noble 
animal^,  tboi;^h  small.  The  finest  building  in 
the  town  is  the  Exchange,  which  was  erecled 
in  th»  rei^  of  Christian  the  Fourth.  Tha$ 
monarch  also  built  a  curious  tower,  called  the 
Kound  T«wer,  in  the  which  there  is  no  staircase, 
but  a  gradual  ascent,  paved  with  brick,  that 
runs  spirally  to  the  summit.  It  is  so  wide  that 
a  carriage  may  be  driven  up  it ;  and  one  of  the 
kingSt  it  is  said,  actually  drove  his  chariot  and 
M  hotses  to  the  very  top.     The  library  is  in 


Digitized 


by  Google 


4fi  ADTENTURKS  IN 

this  tower,  and  the  royal  observatory  on  U. 
The  Palace  of  Rosenberg,  situated  in  a  f{ard«i 
within  the  walls  of  the  town,  is  a  small  and 
deserted  building,  erected,  at  the  comnittid  of 
Christian  the  Fourth,  by  Inigo  Jones:  it  is 
not,  however,  particularly  to  the  credit  of  that 
architect*  There  is  one  room  that  contains  the 
portraits  of  the  original  owner  and  bis  se»en 
mistresses;  in  another,  the  king  himself,  hl^ 
queen,  and  several  of  his  children,  are  repre- 
aented  in  full  dress,  each  adorned  with  a  pro> 
fusion  of  red  hair.  It  is  a  curious  proof  of  the 
eccentricity  of  fashion,  that,  about  an  hundred 
and  seventy  years  ago,  red  hair  was  esteemed, 
in  the  Danish  court  at  least,  one  of  the  most 
attractive  features,  and  they  who  had  not  the 
good  fortune  to  be  born  with  that  natural  advan- 
tage were  fain  to  dye  their  locks,  or  powder 
them  with  a  red'  pulvilis.  This  &shion  was  not 
introduced  out  of  compliment  to  the  king,  whose 
hair  was  naturally  jet  black.  Christian  the 
Fourth  was  one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  the 
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Saiifth  raonarofas;  be  flouriabed  in.ihe  middle 
•fidie  seyentMndi  century,  and  was  not  mote 
odebraled  as  a  wanrior  than  as  a  wise  and 
fMitmtic.  prince.  He  encouraged  the  arts» 
pationised  talenti  and  founded  or  promoted 
nsmtii  public  institutions ;  but  he  was  of  a 
^siera^  unfeeling  dis pontion,  and  of  a  native  feror 
intgi^.  mid  tmitality  of  temper  that  generallj 
4isti;)gBiab  the  half-reclaimed  barbarian.  His 
4bitb}dd»g  features  were  rendered  still  mort 
jref^Uive  hy  the  loss  of  an  eye,  which  wai 
jlrudk  out  in  a  nayal  engagemeot. 
>  ;Tbe.  pn»30nt  kiogi  Frederick  the  Sixth,  if 
rmty  plda  in  appearance,  and  homely  in  his 
iDHiRnerB;  he  is  frequently .  to  be  met  walking 
Hbout  the  town>  where  he  attracts  no  particular 
ailentidn.  It  is  a  great  misfortune  to  his  people, 
Md  e  serious  drawback  to  his  popularity,  that 
ht  almost  entirely  neglects  the  interests  of 
commerce,  and  devotes  his  chief  attention  to  the 
provision  of.  an  useless  army,  to  which  all  his 
abilities  and  anxiety  cannot  give  a  respectable 
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appaaraace.    The  DanUh  soldiers  axe  na  doubt 
as  brave  as  oth^  military  cbaraciers ;  bat  tb^^ 
kave  an  innate  awkwardness  of  manner,  akbd. 
meanness  of  aspect,  that  no  drilling  seetns  able 
to  remedy:    it  is  like  hammering   6oU  iton*. 
T4ieir  slouching  gait,  bent  knees,  squat  figune*. 
and  diminutive  size,  move  to  laughter  gather 
than  inspire  respect ;  and  yet,  as  the  posteion-Af 
their  country  and  its  political   irtterests  deaf; 
them  even  the  chance  of  greater  honoura  thutt 
may  be  acquired  at  a  review,  it  i^  rather  eniw 
prising  that  they  should  not  be  more  worlby  Qf; 
those  private  laurels  which  their  king  very  libe»; 
rally  bestows.     I  one  day  saw  a  ooUec^ioil  of^ 
these  heroes  at  drill.    When  ordered  to  she/he 
bayonets,  there  were  only  a  few  men  slalfol' 
«K)ugb  to  go  through  that  intricate  maneetifi^ 
without  assistance,  and  to  the  great  derango*' 
ment   of  their  ranks;    the    others    were  fain 
to  apply  for  the  aid  of  their  neighbours^  and. 
good-naturedly  assisted  each  oth6r.* 
*  Perhaps  these  were  the  awkward  squad  rand  1  imisHa' 
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:  I>«rarfdti0t  be  thought  to  sneer  at  mere  want 
0^  ikMj  nor  from  national  pride  seek  to  censure 
kiferiority ;  but  I  would  reprehend  all  vain  and 
^le  follies  that  are  indulged  by  the  whim  of  one 
t6'the  prejudice  of  many.  A  large  and  useless 
BSmy^  is  not  unfrequenUy  the  foible  of  an  abso* 
ho^e  king,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  king  of 
Denmark  it  is  tbe  worst  of  all  foibles,  as  being 
tbN&  cause  of  much  injustice  and  much  eviU 
The  whole  thoughts  of  the  monarch  seem  to  be 
cOnfred  jn  his  army;  all  his  rewards,  honours^ 
lifid  palinohage,  are  confined  to  its  members.  It 
is^  not  state  policy,  nor  the  tranquillity  of  his 
OTfii^e,  that  demands  this  engrossing  interest; 
wlB^h  m-ides  solely  from  the  lust  of  pride,  and 
the  weakness  of  vanity. 

The  geographical  positioa  of  Denmark  renders 
iM^'iessentiatly  a  maritime  power ;  and  whatever 


jut66e  admit,  that  there  are  two  good  regiments  in  the  whole 
amiy-;-one  the  horse-guards.  I  believe  there  is  but  one  more 
regiment  of  caTalry,  and  the  other  a  picked  regiment,  that 
does*  duty  .before  the  long's  palace. 
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knportaiice  she  once  possessed^  was  itcqunred  by 
the  influence  of  her  navy^  and  the  extent  of  her 
eotameroe.  The  kmg  has  withdrawn  his  favoui' 
and  encouragement  from  these  sources  of  power 
and  affluence ;  and  the  navy  lies  dismasted  in 
the  dock-yardsy  whilst  commerce  has  sunk  hito 
insignificance  and  decay.  In  our  own  country 
it  is  matter  of  much  indifference  whether  the  king 
pay  attention  or  not  to  particular  branches  of 
polity;  but  in  the  dominions  of  an  absolute 
monarch  the  case  is  tat  otherwise : — he  is  there 
the  centre  of  all  power,  the  key-stone'  of  all 
stability ;  the  sun,  as  it  were,^  of  a  system  that 
looks  to  him  for  life  and  warmth,  and  whose  rap, 
extending  through  all  the  ramifications  of  eiii* 
pire^  are  felt  in  every  department,  and  have  an 
influence  on  every  grade  of  society.  When  the 
beams  of  iixe  monarchy  are  averted  from  an 
object  that  has  grown  up  and  flourished  under 
its  genial  warmth,  we  may  well  imagine  that  it 
is  left  to  wither  and  decay. 

Where  formerly  fifty  sail  of  ships  used  to 
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tirade  betwixt  Denmark  aod  the  East,  there  now, 
I  was  informed,  are  not  more  than  tea:  the 
traffic  of  the  country  is  almost  entirely  carried 
on  by  foreigners. 

The  nayy>  at  present  laid  up  in  port,  eonsists 
of  sixteen  or  eighteen  vessels'— ships  of  the  line 
aod  frigates. 

There  is  only  one  theatre  at  Copenhagen,  and 
it  is  very  small,  and  generally  crowded  to  excess ; 
it  is  usual  to  perform  only  one  piece  in  an 
evening.  I  witnessed  an  opera  and  a  comedy ; 
the  latter  I  did  not  understand  sufficiently  to 
adi^nife,  ajod  the  former  wanted  at  least  good 
voices  to  make  it  a^eeable.  In  order  to  give 
9ome  efkot  to  the  stage,  the  chandelier  is  drawn 
up  during  the  performance,  and  the  spectators 
sit  in  obscurity. 

I  went  one  evening  to  the  Circus,  having  heard 
that  Prince  Christiern,  the  king's  nephew  and 
heir  presumptive,  and  several  others  of  the  royal 
fitmily,  intended  to  be  present.  It  is  a  wooden 
building  outside  the  gates,  and  on  that  evemng 
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was  60  crowded  that  I  had  difficuliy  iiirol 
a  Beat,  ,  *•  - 

.  Prince  Cbristiern  is  a  plain»  iiu)fiSHisi¥e4o«)dfl[|r 
individual,  something  under  the  jage  of  &ttf*  He 
wore  a  bhie  coat  and  star,  with  a  white  o^tj^r- 
chief.  His  only  son  married  a  daughter  t£  ^ 
king  (who  has  another  daughter,  but  no  sen) 
but  it  was  much  against  the  inclination  ef  4I9 
young  man»  who  yielded  only  to  p<^y  aod  Ae 
commands  of  his  sovereign.  T)ie  match  turn^ 
out  as  unhappily  as  might  have  been  expect  1 
the  prince  soon  quarrelled  with  bis  wife^^  ai# 
was  ^ven  of  a  temper  sufficiently  brutal  te  infill 
upon  her  actual  chastisement  Whether  riM^ 
really  deserved  that  treatment  is,  to  this  day^  # 
subgect  of  refined  speculation  with  the  ladies 
of  Copenhagen,  many  of  whom  seem  inclined  to 
espouse  the  cause  of  the  young  prince,  who  13 
possessed  of  an  attractive  person,  and,  tbougl^ 
impetuous,  is  said  to  be  engaging. 

The  king  resented  the  ill-usage  bia  dai^btei: 
had  repeived,  and  banished   the    husbimd  M 
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1)  #hetfse  be  waS|  Home  tittie  aftertrarda, 
femoved  to  Jutkuid,  where  be  still  remains ;  but 
Ijtmt  it;  a  ftimottr  of  bis  intended  reealK  He  is 
HMr  divoreed^from  the  princes3» 
'  '1^  performance  at  the  Circuis  was  such  as 
iN^uM  have  done  no  honour  to  a  company  of 
.«igabeiid$  at  a  village  fair  in  England;  half-a- 
^tozen  geilllfemen  cantered  round  the  ring  in 
HditBiy  edstiimis ;  one  contrived  to  fling  himself 
llnfOttgh  a  hoop,  and  a  lady  managed  to  sit  on 
latffBi^Mk  in  the  male  iashion,  and  occasionally 
^tlfieisified  the  scene  by  turning  her  fac6  to  the 
^EtfL  I  never  was  so  tired  of  any  thing  in  my 
MS§f  and  was  glad  to  make  my  escape,  long 
Mbre  the  performance  dbncluded;  not  a  little 
Mvying  Prince  Christtem  the  power  to  derive 
amusement  from  a  subject  apparently  so  devoid  of 
interest.  That  good  prince,  indeed,  on  his  part, 
seemed  to  take  the  highest  pleasure  in  the  matter; 
bis  attention  was  never  removed  from  the  riders^ 
and  be  frequendy  clapped,  applauded,  and 
grinned  witb  every  appearance  of  satisfaction* 

VOL.  I.  D 
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Though  the  Danes,  in  geiicftiil,  &&  not  «ee4i  to 
tide  ttoseh  fheriise!ves,  yet  tfcey  eht^itiih  ^nekt 
Fespect  for  horsemanship,  land  take  pleasure 
in  beholding  it,  I  believe  they  considek* 
the  English  to  be  the  finest  horsemen  in  the 
world. 

When  I  reflected  upon  the  scene  I  had  wit- 
nessed at  the  Circus,  I  Could  not  help  thinking 
that  it,  in  some  measure,  marked  the  intellectufal 
attainments  of  the  people,  to  find  the  highest  of 
the  land  attending,  and  deriving  gratification 
from,  such  miserable  exhibitions.  That  nation 
cannot  be  very  far  advanced  in  refinement,  whose 
upper  and  most  cultivated  classes  take  delight  in 
witnessing  spectacles  in  which  no  mental  talent 
is  exercised,  and  but  very  little  even  of  physiciJ 
dexterity  displayed.  Those  men  take  greatest 
pleasure  in  brutal  feats*  of  strength,  in  the 
pranks  of  a  rope-dancer,  or  the  contortions  of 
a  mountebank,  whose  finer  perceptions  have 
never  been  awakened  to  the  subtleties  of 
wit,  the  graces  of  eloquence,  or  the  harmony 
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^ifP^y^  ^^^  bave  never  been  conscious  of 
^se.^Q^e  ^gsgot  pleasures,  which  r^nement 
^J^vih  and  cultivated  reason  teaches  to  ap- 
^fficiaie. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


GARDENS   AVD  TOMBS, 


There  is  a  summer  palace  of  the  kmg«  about 
two  miles  from  Copenhagen ;  it  is  well  6itaate4« 
and  surrounded  by  extensive  gardens.  Th^ 
Danes  take  great  pleasure  in  the  cultivation  of 
flowers,  and  most  of  them,  even  of  the  hianUer 
sort,  are  found  to  cherish  in  their  houses  a  few 
select  and  estimable  plants.  But  the  toate^ia 
chiefly  displayed  in  their  bunal-gronnds^:.  or 
kirka-gmiins,  one  of  whidb  is  to  be  seen  i&  di6 
vicinity  of  every  town.  For  these  holy  spolay 
which  are  laid  out  with  much  good  taale,  and 
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kept  int  the  neatest  (Nrder,  the  choicest  flowens 
ate  selected;  and  such  as  are  too  delicate  to 
withstand  the  chills  of  winter,  are  carefully 
brought  home,  and  tenderly  nurtured  in  the 
atmosphere  of  the  stove-warmed  sitting-room,, 
until  returning  summer  invites  them  again  to  the 
open  air. 

Perhaps  I  ought  not  to  attempt  to  criticise 
gardening,  since  I  have  never  myself  taken  any 
delight  in  that  exercise,  though  1  do  not  wish  to 
undervalue  the  taste  for  it  in  others.  I  may  as 
^ell-coirfess,  at  once,  ^t  I  am  perfecitly  ignoxant 
ef  4lie  ^dbtmctions  between  monadeli^iias  idui 
dtaflelphias,  syngenesias  and  gynandrias,  of 
ttanens  united  .by  the  anthers,  or  stamaaa  not.so 
ttiited!  in  short,  lam  able  only  to  admire  the 
eKtfemaL  beauty  of  a.  flower^  without  knowing 
inhelher  H  be  attributed  by  the  learned  to  this 
or  tbttt  particular  class.  I  am  afraid  my  poor 
iHsabr  the  Danes,  are  almost  in  the  same 
latncgitable.  state  of  darkness, 
^beee  are  orindsy  strange  and  irregulair  it  may 
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be,  diiat  would  feel  no  pfide  in  sufveying  fiie 
thousand  maimed,  maltreated,  and  impnsoneci, 
yet  cherished  unfcnrtunates  which  spread  fortK 
their  diarms  in  the  fever  of  a  greenhouse.  There' 
are  men  who  have  no  heart  to  bestow  upon  a 

harem  of  flowers,  which  are  confined  in  their 

< 

glass  cage,  and  seem  to  bloom  for  the  eyes  of^ 
Aeir  owner  alone ;  but  these  men  may  yet  have 
delight  in  beholding  the  herbage  of  the  field- 
in  the  offipring  of  seeds  that  were  sown  by  the 
hand  of  nature,  and  are  unconscious  of  the 
pruning-knife,  untortured  by  the  cramping  pot, 
and  far  removed  from  the  distorted  and  over- 
crowded bed. 

To  gaze  over  a  meadow  glowing  with  May- 
flowers, or  daffodils,  animates  some  men  with 
the  most  buoyant  joy ;  to  pause  in  a  lazy  walk, 
and  muse  over  a  humble  primrose  or  cowslip; 
fills  them  with  absorbing  pleasure ;  and,  whilst 
they  wander  amid  the  beauties  and  varieties  of 
Spring,  their  rugged  breasts  are  softened  with  a 
conscious  happiness  and  enlarged  devotion  that 
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i^pther  scenes  it  is  but  seldQm.  able  tp  acq^re. 
Wh|it,  though  tl;ese  fi^elings.^xist  but^  (ox  ik^  f^W, 
iQpmpi^,  that  can  be  abstracted  from  thc{  veica- 
t|o;is  and  harass  of  existence  ?  Wha^  tiboiigh 
diey  be  vfQxn  away  by  the  hurry  and  tumult  of 
the  succeeding  hour  i  It  is  good  even  that  they 
^f^^been:  they  will  have  given,  a  fresh  tint  to 
the  hues  of  the  mind^  that  will  not,  be  so  ei^sily 
worn  ^way ;  and  they  will  assure  the  heart  tha^t^ 
however  stern  may  have  been  its  characters 
hq^eyer  numerous  its  weaknesses,  its  follies  or 
its  foibles,  it  is  not  yet  wholly  withered  and 
worthless^  sjnce  it  possesses,  though  perchance 
deep  within,  one  fertile  spot  that  may  be  made 
to  prpduce  inestimable  riches. 

Although  I  have  little  pleasure  in^  beholding 
th^  geranium  in  its  pot,  or  the  myrtle  in  its 
painted  tub,  I  rejoice  to  look  upon  tbe  noble, 
mfijestic  oak  stretching  his  boughs  with  kingly 
grandeur  over  his  wild  domain;  the  towering 
ash,  or  the  long-armed  elm.  But  after  all,  much 
piay  be  said  in  praise  of  the  garden :  no  one  is 
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r6iHy    <nld  of  gunietilng 'wba  hsLs  mit^9€kae 
amkUe  qualities  larking  ia  bis  heart    -He  ^at 
c«a  ftel  an  interest  in  the  wellar^  ef  a  flower,  Who' 
^^tem  it  in  the  day-time;  and  waters  it  i^  thd^ 
ereaii^y  and  lotes  to  retora  ai^  gase  upon'it$^ 
who  ddigbts  to  linger  in  &e  shady  and  sweet-^ 
soented  walk,  and  listei»  perchance  with  a  smfle'^ 
to  the  song  of  the  throsde  or  blackbird  iii  hti^ 
nri^boinrkig  tree— albeit  he  hafh  Hdt  a  soul  to' 
be  borne  beyond  the  exbtence  of  the  ))re8eill^ 
hour,  nor  a  vision  to  behold  aught  that  is  1i9i^ 
palpable  to  the  eye — this  maUi  I  say,  halh  >at 
bosom  filled  with  no  diffracting  passiohs,  wHH* 
no  mal^iuusrt  designs,  no  absorbing  feelings^  ot^ 
malice,  hatred,  or  revenge.     He  has  something' 
in  Im  composition  that  we  may  admire,  atidtii 
his  mind  an  enjoyment  we  may  envy.    The' 
garden  r^nes  the  mind,  but  gives  to  it  no  addi*- 
tkmal  strength,  energy  or  dignity;  it  pleases,  bnt^' 
do^  not  elevate ;  it  charms,  bat  does  not  fflinoMew  '< 
This  is  tibe  distinction  betwixt  the  garden  of' 
man  and  the  garden  of  nature.  ' 
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«r.iEiieMi)y  Mteieii  I  'eror  feU  in  a  guden,  m»» 
islito^iike  Diodetiani.  I  cultivated  cabfewges. 

.  TluBi68^y  Ufoa  gutdesmg  bas  almott  Cft^Md^ 
mi  \Q  Ibisget  oiy  intentioQ  of  introdudflg  the 
jQeitdar.  to  the  Kirkagortin  of  Copenhagen,  akiialfd 
abwi  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town*  It  ia 
a.  ^ple  and  affecting  scene,  where  each  inhan 
'biUM  has  his  little  plot,  separated  Srcm  the 
]^t'  hjF  a  low  border  of  privet  or  box,  within 
wUiob'  the  hand  of  a&ction  has  reared  a  few 

flewers  upon  the  humUe   grave«    There   are 

• 

non^  of  the  vapid  and  unmeaning  sentiments 

thai  load  the  tombstones  of  the  garden  of  Pire 

Im  Chm^e.    Here  are   not  to  be  found  many 

slooe  monuments,  and  those  which  exist  are 

bnmble  and  unostentatiousi  and   contain  little 

more  than  the  name  of  the  deceaseds    It  is  a 

coBDSnoa  walk  of  the  inhabitants  of  Copenhagen, 

who  are  not  ashamed  to  visit  the  graves  d 

their  relatives ;  and  I  understand  that,  in  summer, 

tbey  not  unfirequently  indulge  the  strange  whim 

of  drinking  tea  there! 
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Several  girls^  in  various  paftt  of  the  faidtiiy 
were  busied  about  their  &mily  tombs,  andisiie^ 
a  cMld  bf  siK  years  old^  was  carefii^  waiteri^g 
die  flowers  that  grew  upon  a  grave  near  wbiefer 
I  stood.  I  was  pleased  with  her  infiuit  fi^i 
and  observed  her  with  intei^st  At  lenglh,  I 
addressed  her  in  English,  and  was  sorprised 
to  hear  her  answer  in  my  own  tongue.  \SbiB 
was  the  daughter  of  an  Efnglishman  Who  iMd 
married  a  Dane,  and  her  mother  now  lay  A^iv^ 
The  tear  glistened  in  her  eye,  as  she  af^dta^ 
told  of  the  parent  she  had  lost;  and,  as  mycmilk 
heart  shook  at  the  picture  ef  deMh,  I  fdl'^i 
yearning  and  sympathy  for  Ae  poor  orphan  ^tfattl 
stood  before  me.  Would  that  I  tonVi.  do  augMt 
to  cause  thee  one  gush  of  pleasure,  liMfe 
mourner!  I  said  to  myself,  for  thou  hast  ail 
afibctionate  spirit,  and  art  already  acquamted 
with  sorrow.  O !  that  I  had  one  like  to  die^, 
to  cherish  and  live  for!  I  stooped  down  and 
took  her  hand,  but  she  seemed  frightened,  tM> 
I  placed  within  it  a  few  pieces  of  silver  to  buy 
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^  41.  aew  bonnet,  Sb^  im  to  her  sitter  who 
sat«Qt  fiur  ^tmt,  reading,  w4  showi^  her  tb^ 
preaont  As  I  turned  into  a  neighbouring  walk 
itilh  a  benvy  heart,  I  acknowledged  in  bitterness 
of  nindi  tbftt  life  is  indeed,  from  its  commence- 
tieojt  to  its  close,  nothing  else,  than  vanity  nad 
mention  of  spirit  But  a  few  years,  and  how 
mwy  friends  have  we  to  bewail;  how  many 
(backs  to  widistand,  how  many  afflictions  to 
endure!  How  many  times  has  the  cup  that 
l^miaed  happiness  been  dashed  from  our  lips  by 
the  cruel  treachery  of  a  friend,  or  the  faithless- 
ness of  a  mistress !  How  often  have  we  been 
dleoeived  by  those  we  most  implicitly  trusted — 
And  with  a  harrowed  soul,  or  blighted  affection, 
haive  turned  to  seek,  in  other  paths,  for  peace 
and  forgetfulness.  If  these  ever  visit  us,  how 
short  is  their  stay!  fresh  sorrows  are  waiting 
to  displace  them,  and  make  us  again  confess 
that  ''all  is  indeed  but  vanity  and  vexation 
of  spirit/* 

Shade  of  the  being  that  for  a  time  was  per- 
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mitted  to  crotm  me  urith  bfisisfahieds  andf  peace  i 
Author  (after  the  Most  High)  of  all  the.  happi- 
ness I  have  ever  known,  or  shall  know  upon 
earth !  whose  image  is  still  a  balm  and  a  bless- 
ing, though  despair  would  have  made  it  a 
madness  but  for  the  tempering  aid  of  religion — 
Spirit  of  pturityi  innocence^  and  virtue  t  did  I 
forget  thee  whilst  musing  amongst  the  habi- 
tations of  ib%  dead  ? 


TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 


Here,  where  the  good,  the  loved,  the  lost  dee»f  , 
Where  sad  affection  oft  hath  sighed  farewell, 

To  thee,  my  holiest  recollections  stray. 
How  many  gushing  thoughts  within  me  pw^U 

As  with  my  feeble  voice  I  thus  essay 
Awhile  upon  thy  excellence  to  dwell, 

And  bring  thee  as  thou  wert  before  mine  eye» 

Robed  in  the  bright  and  glorious  hues  of  memory. 

Thou  that  didst  love  me  most,  and  unto  whom 
I  most  was  knit — thou  art  no  more  for  me 

Or  earth :  but  vainly,  vainly  shall  the  gloom 
Of  deepening  time  close  o'er  us ;  thou  shalt  be, 

Even  from  the  far  recesses  of  thy  tomb, 
A  ligbt  unto  my  footsteps,  and  to  ihee 

I  turn  in  doubt,  temptation,  danger,  guile — 

And  shun  th'  abyss,  and  feel  as  though  I  saw  thee  smile. 
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i  will  not,  do  not,  dare  not  wish  thee  here ; 
Aj^in'thy  mitny  grieft  to  undergo, 

Agiun.  to  shed  for  others'  wrongs  tb«  tear 
That  for  thine  own  was  all  unwont  to  flow. 

1^0  would  not  envy  thy  unstained  career?— 
Who  spent  a  life  in  strtTing  to  do  good. 
And  ne'er  caused  one  to  weep— save  tears  of  gratitude. 

In  every  fntuae^^^nd  you  bttd  known  aU— 
'Twas  thine  to  soothe^  to  cheer,  and  to  carew ; 

1^0  dangers  could  thy  fortitude  appal. 
No  crosses  shake  thy  sted&st  tsodsmeaiL> 

One  of  the  few  that  never  fail  or  fall  I 
One  of  the  few  created  but  to  bless ! — 

Earth  was  not  worthy  of  thee — so  on  high 

Thou  hast  been  raised  to  watch  o'er  us  contiQually. 

The  cheerful  smile  that  on  thy  features  played, 
And  shone  with  chastened  softness  in  thine  eye — 

The  grace  of  every  accent,  which  conveyed 
The  sense  that  all  within  was  purity— <• 

These  were  the  charms  and  ornaments  that  made 
Thee,  living,  loved,  by  all-lamented,  die ; 

For  scattering  goodness  wheresoe'er  you  moved, 

You  held  the  hearts  of  even  those  whom  you  reproved. 

Such  wiert  thou  i»  the  world  ;  but  it  could  ne'er 
Know  half  those  beauties  which  conspicuous  shone 

By  thy  domestic  hearth  i^^what  thou  wert  there*    • 
May  never  be  .by  my  essay  made  known  i    . 
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1  can  but  fgtam  wnmjid,  and  look  to  wbtiio 

Thou  watt— I  earn  but  ftel  tbat  tbon  «it  fone^  ' 
There  is  a  void  no  other  form  may  fill--* 
There  is  a  grief  that  even  time  can  ioareefy  kil.    ' 

To  hang  around  thy  heart,  each  thought  to  steal^ 
To  watch  each  wish,  and  wait  on  every  look ; 

To  win  the  smile  that  could  my  spirit  heal 
When  by  the  world,  or  by  myself  forsook, — 

These  are  not  for  me  now— I  ne'er  may  feel 
The  thrilling  transport  that  my  heart  had  shook. 

Had  I  but  thee  to  cherish  and  caress, 

And  be  unto  thee,  like  thyself,  all  tenderness. 

O  may  that  fervid  piety  which  bore 

Thy  stedfast  steps  through  many  a  scene  of  woe, 
And  lit  thy  looks  in  the  most  dreary  hour. 

Illume  my  heart  with  as  intense  a  glow ; 
That  I  may  heed  no  storms  that  round  me  lour. 

But  have  within  the  peace  which  passeth  show.— 
Thy  treasured  words  continue  long  my  guide ! — 
O  thou  the  only  friend  that  never  left  my  side. 

Why  must  I  mourn  that  thou  no  more  dost  weep. 
Nor  bidest  the  buffets  of  this  stormy  scene  ? — 

And  yet,  while  I  think  on  thee  there  doth  sweep 
Across  my  soul  a  gush  of  woe — not  keen. 

But  tempered  to  still  sorrow — like  the  deep 
Full  tones  of  the  sad  organ ;  and  I  glean 

A  solace  from  this  half-subdued  distress, 

That  robs  from  grief  some  portion  of  its  bitterness. 
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'Tie  not  for  thee,  but  for  myielf  I  grieve**- 

A  selfish  sorrow  I  cannot  subdne ; 
But  'tis  within  me  and  may  never  leave, 

For  Time  is  able  only  to  renew* 
Oppression,  scorn^  or  care,  shall  not  bereave 

This  lonely  heart  of  memory  and  you. — 
No  earthly  aim  can  e'er  my  thoughts  control^ 
To  tbee,  to  thee  I  turn  with  an  unchanging  soul. 

*  ** nihil  enim  mali  accidisse  Scipioni   puto;   roihi 

accidit  si  quid  accidit."     I  consider  that  no  ill  hath  happened 
to  thee  ;  it  is  I  only  who  suffer. — Cicero  de  AmkitiL 
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CHAPTEE  V.  J 

REMARKS  ON   DENMARK. 

.    :\ 
About  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  centnryi 
the  constitution  of  Denmark  underwent  a  suddent 
and  remarkable  change.    The  supreme  power 
which  had  been  usurped  by  the  nobles^  was: 
torn  from  them  by  the  clergy  and  commoii^^ 
and  vested  absolutely  in  the  king.     I  am  w^ll  i; 
assured  that  there  are  now  no  hereditary  titl^i. . 
though   I   have    seen    the  contrary  stated   by; 
several  authors.     The  nobilily  is  entirely  comr 
posed  of  officers  and  courtiers^  who  are  crei^d  * 
counts  or  barons  for  life.    The  king  is.yeiy 
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neariy  absolute^  but  governs  with  so  raild  a 
ffwsy  that  power  is  unfelt^  <and  tyranny  unknown. 
Could  we  always  ensure  so  gentle  a  rule^  there 
is  no  form  of  government  so  well  adapted  to 
the  interests  of  a  nation  as  an  absolute  monarchy. 
But  it  is  never  well  to  be  entirely  depaident 
on  the  caprices  of  a  mortal  and  fallible  being.' 
The  danger  and  advantages  of  such  a  system 
are  well  illustrated  by  the  present  position  of 
two  neighbouring  Italian  states.  The  Grand 
Duke  of  Tuscany  is  a  mild  inofiensive  monarchj 
who 'is  ever  alive  to  the  interests  and  happiness 
of  Iris  people^  arid  by  them,  in  return,  is 
re^ect^d  and  beloved.  His  subjects  enjoy  all' 
the  blessings  of  freedom,  with  the  conscious 
security  derived  from  an  imited  government. 
They  are  not  disturbed  by  the  ferment  of 
el^fhns,  nor  harassed  by  interested  patriotism. 
The  Duke  of  Modena,  on  the  other  hand, 
instigated^  it  may  be,  by  the  fear  of  revolt, 
imprisons  and  beheads  his  subjects  to  the 
nunri)er  of  a  dozen  a  day.    His  wealth  is  tlerived 
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Cf^on  of  their  estate^i*  Wijthin  his  clomio^im 
men  live  ui  continual  terror;  contempt is;t]|eir 
only  refuge^  for  even  misery  and  misfortiuie  do 
not  make  them  always  secure. 

The  Danes  are  a  peaceable  and.  Gpntej^tifdl 
race;  satisfied  with  the  freedom  tb^y  pqs^es^i 
^y  are  not  decoyed  by  illusory  tImojbs  of 
imaginary  liberty.  But  not  long  sincfii  bost^y^r^ 
in  consequence  of  a  threatened  r^stra^^t^up^ 
the  press,  which  was  beginning  to  verge  ;intQ 
licentiousness,  some  riots  occurred  bx  Copen<» 
bagen,  and  the  Chancellor  was  actually  pelted 
with  stones — which«  in  that  couottry^  .iwb^ive 
such  occurrences  are  rare,  aud  mobs  ate  allpwfM} 
to  have  no  infiuenccj  is  considered  a  great 
indignity. 

It  is  the  Qpinion  of  some  of  the  resideat 
English,  that  were  serious  tumult^  to  break  CH\t, 
the  Danes  would  be  found  to  be  very  9aviige 
barbarians. 

I  may  mention  that  in  the  palace  of  Christians- 
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htitg  is  a  good  coU^don  of  paintbgi  of  the 
Btitd)  and  Flemish  schools. 

There  is  nodiing  fine  in  the  churches  of 
Copediagen.  The  new  churchy  which  is  fre- 
quented by  the  king,  is  a  chaste  and  simple 
edifice  that  will  hereafter  be  visited  by  many 
tfavener s,  as  it  is  intended  to  contain  the  Christ 
imi  Apostles  of  Thorwaldsen.  Casts  of  these 
statues  were  placed  in  the  building  when  I 
went  over  it^  and  the  Christ  had  already  arrived^ 
but  was  not  then  set  up  in  the  place  it  is  intoided 
to  occupy^  at  the  altar.  I  was,  however, 
fortunate  in  being  permitted  to  see  it,  and  have 
seldom  beheld  a  piece  of  sculpture  that  could 
aflfect  and  qharm  so  deeply.  The  attitude  is 
easy  and  dignified,  the  arms  slightly  extended, 
the  countenance  noble  and  engaging,  and  the 
whole  figure  winning,  softened,  touching — 
breathing  love  and  benevolence  to  man.  On 
die  pedestal  are  these  words  in  Danish,  that 
express  more  than  Phidias  or  Praxiteles  could 
have  figured  in  marble : 

'*  Come  unto  me." 


Digitized 


by  Google 


69  ADVEt^tuRErf  m 

'  I  cto  XKrt  pretend  to  argue  wilh  tliose  ciiAcd 
whose  minds  are  so  scliooled  that  they  neVi^t^ 
miSfer   themselves  to  be    seduced   into  admi- 
ration by  the  beauty  displayed  in  the  concep- 
tion and  design/  and    general    effect^   6f  d.n 
object;  but  who,  with  stern  scrutiny,  survey  it 
&ich  by  inch,  in  hopes  of  discovering  a  flaw/ 
Whicii  if  they  do  not  find  they  will  fancy,  sitid: 
who  deny  themselves  much  pleasure,  because^ 
Aey  conceive  it  betokens  greater  superiority  id' 
£scovef  a  failing  than  to  acknowledge  an  excet* 
fence.     I'hese  connoisseurs  will  tell  you  thai^ 
the  arms  of  Thorwaldsen's  statue  are  clumsy ; ' 
that  the  want  of  proportion,  or  the  slightesf 
excess,  in  any  part  neutralizes  the  efiect  of  iHe 
whole,  and,  in  short,  debases  the  entire  work. 

I  have  heard  a  man,  who  was  afflicted  wit^' 
this  unfortunate  superiority  of  mind,  assert  t^at 
the  whole  Cathedral  of  Milan  was  rendered  i^ 
contemptible  building,  which  pidned  him  t6" 
behold,  by  a  plain  square  belfry,  that  disfigures^ 
a  part  of  the  roof.    It  is  an  unhappy  truth,  that^ 
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iiuf  iQore  r<Qfi|[)ed  and  sensitive  we  becomt^  the 
Qipre  exposed  97e  we  to  feelings  of  annoyanoe 
mi,  disgust*  Obtuseness  of  perception .  na^ 
dt^qy  us  many  pleasures^  but  it  preserve  ua 
^om  much  uneasiness.  It  is  betteri  sometimes^ 
tp  be  unable  to  discriminate  beauties  than  t^ 
be  ^ver  keenly  awake  to  those  slight  irregu- 
lidties.  the  discovery  of  which  is  so  pamfol  as 
to  absorb  the  thoughts,  and  prevent  them  from 
^^elling  upon  parts  that  deserve  admiration. 
Lf^t  i^ot  the  multitude  think  that  an  acute, 
sensibility,  an  cpctreme  delicacy  of  feeling,  or 
refinement  of  imagination,  are  yery  enviable 
qiu^ities:  Marsyas,  or  St.  Bartholomew,  wou|d 
b^YP.,been  agonized  by  the  motions  of  a  fly^ 
whicbj  to  a  thick-skinned  peasant,  would  have 
gkep  no  disagreeable  sensations. 

T}iorwaldsen  is  now,  Canova  being  no  morci 
t^e^^  sculptor  of  the  day.  He  is  a  Da^e  by 
1^1^^.  but.  early  left,  his  native  country,  and 
reptured  to  Rome,  where  his  genius  procured 
himo'icbesi  and  where  he  yet  liyes  in;  affluence 
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and  efHteem — which,  in  his  otse,  siiq^tikrtorsv^^ 
WW  uaf  the  consequenee  of  wealth.  Heiuii 
never  retamed  to  Denmark  aiiice  hk  yotttfa^ 
bnt  promised  the  king  to  nsit  Copenhagen  in 
the  last  autumn  (1835),  for  the  purpose  df 
putting  up  the  statues  I  have  mentioned'. 
These  great  works  will  pass  down  to  posteiitj^, 
memorials  of  the  genius  of  Thorwaldsen  the 
Dane. 

I  could  not  hope  to  be  excused,  were  I  ih 
this  place  to  attempt  to  discriminate  belwiadithe 
merits  of  sculpture  and  painting;  I  think,  howv 
ever,  the  majority  of  those  who  have  had  tfatt 
opportunity  of  beholding  the  best  works  of  eadi 
art,  will  admit  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  to 
blank  marble  that  expression  and  conoenteadon 
of  beauty  which  is  attained  by  the  haj^y  cmh 
junction  of  a  variety  of  eolours.  Bat  it  is  in 
the  grace&lness  of  outline,  in  that  eli^anoe  of 
attitude  which  is  so  peculiarly  winning,  and  in 
that  extraordinary  lightness,  and  softness,  and 
seeming  pliancy  which  the  wonderful  skHl  of 
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jbh&aortistifaw  drawn  from  the  sfaiqpeless  tuasB  of 
m/^fUkig  Mkone,  that  die  excellency  and  gmtt- 
libsr  and  astoiushitig  powers  of  sculpture  will 
be  founds  li  is  most  probable  that  no  works  of 
Phidks  or  Praxiteles  how  exist;  but  do  die 
tm&sit  specimens  of  statuary  that  may  yet  be 
seesi  afiect  us  with  that  profound  satisftction 
and  absorbing  pleasure,  which  the  produedons 
of  Correggio,  Raffael,  or  da  Vinci  inspire? 
They  do  not  me. 

Tbe  religion  of  DenmariL  is  the  or^nal 
Lodieran,  which  is  now  to  be  found  only  in 
die  nordiem  countries  of  Europe.  I  shall  not 
say  dmeh  ot  its  doctrines^  which  differ  not 
widriy  from  thdse  of  our  own  church  ;  nor 
<^  its  forms  and  ceremonies^  which  also  are 
not  gready  dissimilar,  although  some  of  these 
sdll  smack  of  a  Roman  Catholic  origin:  thus, 
on  difi^rent  occasionis,  the  priest  wears  a  variety 
of  Aowy  robes,  and  much  imposing  display  is 
at  dmes  made  to  dazzle  or  atti^act.  I  confess 
that  I  do  ndt  obj^t  to  many  ceremonials  of  the 
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Booiin  Gathofe  ivsonbip,  v4iicAi  aw  wtAktiletf- 
-feted  to  give  iinpmriveiieai  la  dtv^tiwU  '^tt^k$ 
jiqgular,  howeter,  that  (he  Catholies  tikmiA  fib 
unable  to  distingaish  between  the  ludier^n.^iiid 
the  impoaiiig.  As  all  their  eadefiyoflri**  I0 
produce  eflfect,  we  cannot  but  WMder  Ite 
4ignifcy  and  solemnity  should^  in  iih^ymnMfi 
be  so  constantly  mixed  up  with  that  whieh-4| 
groiBsly  absurd.  :      '  .  -     "- 

They  decidedly  have  the  advantage  tpnx^im 
in  the  freedom  of  their  churches  and  isadledralB 
from  pews.  There  is  nothing  v^  iwpmiuak 
in  seeing  a  body  of  worshij^rs  disappeaS^^iniB^ 
the  shade  of  their  wooden  walls^  or  to'^fittdsdlse 
rows  of  heads  just  raised  above  Ihehr  adge^; 
but,  in  a  large  and  open  space  to^  behold  a  coa^ 
course  of  peqple  suddenly  fling  themselvei*pi^o#* 
trate  in  adoration  at  the  raising  of  thehaetT«-^dMi 
is  a  aight  that  strongly  affects  theiinaginatioiii 
It  is  all  very. well  to  talk. about,  cool  appeals  ^ 
the  judgment  b^g  preferable  ta  attadt^  VBp4m 
the  imagii)aftion--^win  ttMf  aitd  you  have^^treiid^ 
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4«tf;wdit.'d»  athdr»  But  m  t^  is  a  disqui- 
niti^n  thttferwil'not  be  attended  with  imicfa  proit, 
dB  fiuaafe  il^  and  retiirn  to  sid>jects  that  more 
inoiedHitely  beloi^  to  these  pages. 
jc  Some  of  the  fast  days  are  obaerred  ve'y 
:ctiictfy  by  the  Lutherans.  When  the  sajsn^ 
.tlteotis  adintni^red  in  the  churches,  the  people 
Ml^nd  in  Aeir  best  apparel ;  those  of  rdnk 
coming  in  full  dress^  and  the  ladies  viifaout 
jKoaeis;  and  every  female,  except  those  \^  the 
BOf  lowest  class,  makes  a  point  of  riding,  on 
dllwl  ficeasion,  in  a  carriage,  or  some  vehicle  in 
^ibs:  natfifle'  of  one. 

::  :Tbe  Danish  women,  in  general,  are  very  pretty 
-^not  £gtiified,  or  majestic,  or  handsome,  but 
«cry  pretty ;  they  have  small  features,  good  eyes, 
inr  conqplexions,  and  beautiful  hair,  which  they 
mm  iMMticttlarly  proud  of,  and  usually  wear  in 
K^st^te  of .  simplicity  that  is  very  pleasing  and 
taecoBtii^.  They  have  some  taste  for  music, 
4Sid  taLe  great  delight  in  tfae.guitar«  They 
with  neatness  and  taste,  thoij^h  plainly. 

VOL.  I.  E 
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The  lower  classes  appear  to  be,  and  I  believe 
are,  modest,  orderly,  and  virtuous* 

The  men,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  are 
invariably  kind,  hospitable,  courteous,  honest, 
and  honourable;  solicitous  to  please,  without 
ostentation;  and  polite,  without  design  or  ex- 
travagant display.  They  that  talk  of  the 
"  barbarians  of  the  north  "  would  be  surprised 
to  find  in  the  Danes  more  real  politene^  than 
is  to  be  met  with  in  any  other  nation  of  the 
world,  except  the  Swedes,  and  the  Red  Iiidiitps 
of  America.  The  French  have  perhaps  the 
least  real  politeness,  with  the  greatest  afi*€totar 
tion  of  it  A  Frenchman  is  the  most  thoroughly 
selfish  animal  in  the  world ;  and,  as  true  pplite* 
uess  consists  in  a  ready  attention  to  the  wants^, 
and  a  jealous  regard  of  the  feelings  of  others, 
in  benevolence  of  spirit,  and,  sincerity  of  he^rt, 
it  is  impossible  for  a  Frenchman  to  be  mo^e 
thaa  ceremonially  polite. 

The  rental  of  houses  in  Copenhagen  is  high. 
It  is  a  common  custom  for  several  &milifs  to 
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resn96  in  one  house^  each  occupying  a  floor; 
and  some  of  the  floors  of  very  ordinary-looking 
houses,  let,  I  was  informed,  for  about  sixty 
pounds  a-year.  In  a  large  house,  the  habitation 
of  a  German  prince,  who  has  married  a  Danish 
princess,  there  are  five  or  six  other  families 
resident ;  and  the  ground  floor  consists  of  shops, 
where  oranges,  cheeses,  &c.  are  sold. 

Having  now  seen  as  much  as  I  wished  of 
'Copenhagen,  I  resolved  to  sail  in  the  steam-boat 
which  goes  about  once  a  week  to  Gotteriburg, 
fn  Swedef),  and  proceeds  thence  to  Christiana, 

the  capital   of  Norway.     I  determined  to  dis- 
^etiibark  at  the  former  place,  and,  as  I  inteiided 

to  ptTfbrm  the  rest  of  my  journey  entirely  on 
'^fbot,  T  deposited  my  heavy  baggage  with  my 

landlord  at  Copenhagen,    and  placed   only  a 

few    necessaries    in    a  knapsack    that    I  had 

purchased. 
The  steam-boat  belongs  to  the  kiifigof  Norway 

and  l^weden:  in  Denmark  there  is  only  one, 

arid  that  the  king's  private  yacht     Both  these 
e2 
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vessels  were  purchased  from  the  English/ and 
are  managed  by  English  engineers.  It  is  only 
very  lately  that  even  the  French  have  ventured 
to  appoint  engineers  of  their  own  nation ;  all 
the  iron  work  and  steam  apparatus  is  still,  in 
all  countries  of  Europe,  procured  from  England 
or  Scotland.  It  is  amusing  to  hear  the  French 
give  the  words  of  command ;  they  are  so  fami- 
liarised with  those  in  English  that  they  have 
invented  no  French  terms  of  corresponding 
signiftcancy,  but  still  call  out — "Stop  her! 
back  her!  ease  her!"  &c.  as  the  occasion 
requires. 

We  departed  from  Copenhagen  in  the  evening, 
and  passed  out  close  to  the  celebrated  Crown 
Battery,  which  is  a  low  fort  before  the  town. 
The  sail  down  the  sound  is  very  beautiful: 
evening  came  on  as  we  approached  Elsinore, 
where  we  touched  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
then  directed  our  course  up  the  Skaggerack. 
Although  I  can  safely  assure  the  reader  that 
I  was^  during  a  great  part  of  this  night,  eria- 
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ployed  in  a  much  less  agreeable  manner  than 
in  the  composition  of  poetry,  I  will  venture 
to  transcribe  here  a  few  verses  which,  in  the 
days  of  my  youth,  I  had  composed  in  honour 
of— 

THE  SEA.* 

Welcome !  welcome  ye  mountains  blue 

That  rise  above  the  main  I 
My  stonny  spirit  leaps  to  view 
■  Your  doud-capp'd  heads  again. 

Welcome !  welcome  I  thou  thunder-cloud, 

Careering  in  thy  pride ! 
My  spirit  quits  its  clay- built  shroud, 

And  flashes  by  thy  side. 

But  welcome  most,  thou  foaming  sea  I 

With  spirit  wild  as  mine ; 
My  soul,  if  drooping,  melts  in  thee, 

Or,  soariiig,  blends  with  thine. 

Thou  hast  a  charm  when  sunset  glowing 

Has  tinged  thy  breast  with  red — 
And  lingering  evening  stays,  bestowing 

A  smile  upon  thy  bed.s 


♦  These  verses  were  published  in  Frasers  Magazine  for 
September  1834,  in  a  paper  entitled  *'  The  Maelstrom." 
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Thou  hatt  a  charm  when  Darkness  flings 

Her  shadow  o'er  thy  might; 
And  each  glad  wave,  low  murmuring,  sings 

Its  welcome-hymn  to  Night  { — 

When  Earth  lies  hushed  within  her  shroud. 

And  thou,  with  sullen  moan, 
Hold*st  converse  with  the  night- wind  loud. 

Or  keep'st  thy  watch  alone. 

Thou  hast  a  charm  when  tempests  roar. 

And  thunders  rock  the  deep — 
When  mountain  billows  whelm  the  shore, 

And  whirlwinds  o'er  thee  sweep — 

When  heaven  is  black,  and  hoarse  blasts  rattle. 

And  lightnings  mock  thy  gloom. 
And  white  waves,  leaping,  crash  in  battle. 

And  reel  into  their  tomb-^ 

Then  laughs  the  soul  to  twine  with  thee. 

And  revels  in  thy  form ; 
For  oh    thou  art,  majestic  sea  I 

Magnificent  in  storm. 
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CHAPTER  VI, 

THE   POETRY  AND  PHILOSOPHY   OF   TRAVEL. 

To  wish  for  improvement  is  a  characteristic 
of  man,  and  his  peculiar  attribute.  To  struggle 
through  difficulties  to  attain  it,  distinguishes  the 
powerfiil  mind  from  the  weak,  the  daring  and 
active  from  the  timid  and  vacillating.  All  learn^ 
ing  is  irksome,  all  toil  displeasing,  but  the 
vigorous  look  only  to  the  goal,  and  dash  through 
the  obstacles  in  the  way ;  whilst  the  feeble  are , 
intimidated  and  shrink  from  adventuring. 
Before  some  minds,  all  difficulties  seem  to  bend ; 
before  others,  to  magnify.     The  strong  become 
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stronger^    the    feeble    more    helplesa,    lAien 
opposed. 

Difficulties  are  like  bulliesi  threatemng  at 
a  distance^  but  smoothening  wonderfully  when 
approached.  There  is  nothing  that  enteipaae 
may  not  attempt  and  resolution  aocompHdi. 
To  learn  a  new  language  requires  exertion,  and 
the  indolent  retnain'  ignorant;  to  seek  distant 
and  little  frequented  re^^ons,  demands  enterprise^ 
and  the  timid  sit  patiently  by  their  beartHsi** 

The  majority  of  Englishmen  travel  for  variety 
-r^to  escape  the  monotony  of  existence.  There 
are  some  who  go  to  learn  the  customs  jbmI 
manners  of  other  countries;  who  wonder  and 
pass  on,  discontented  when  present,  but  wh^ 
returned  home,  full  of  the  supierior  advantages  of 
that  which  they  have  se^n.  There  are  isome'wbo 
go  to  observe  and  to  comment,  to  compare  what 
they, enjoy  at  home  with  what  they  find  abroad; 
that  (hey  may  better  understand,  and  appreciate 
and  apply  the  advantages  they  possess  in  1^ 
immediate  sphere  pf  their  calling. 
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si:^iWo  ie8:'^ir  Europe  in  a  closed  carriage, 
with  guides,  and  attendahtSi  and  interpreters, 
^briigt-  BO  iiaprovenient ; — ^all  roads  are  alike, 
3tbeD  pared  irith  gold.  The  trayeller  must  be 
sbofieted  to  be  instracted;  the  luxurbns  mU^ 
^tacbiurter  privation,  the  imperious  contradiction ; 
Ike  powerfiil  must  be  taught  his  weakness, 
iImb  learned  his  ignorance,  the  wealthy  the  vanity 
«£ricbes^  Difficulties  and  hardships  are  woii- 
deiM  reiners ;  by  them  we  are  sifted  and  tried ; 
Ae*iittle  good  we  possess  is  made  apparent; 
916:  are  ahewn  the  dregs,  and  may  cast  them 
amy  if  we  please.  By  travel  our  absurditiecr, 
Eilfies  and  peculiarities  are  constantly  rebuked*; 
byrteaisd  we  are  taught  to  think  better  of  otben 
teid  more  justly  of  ourselves;  we  find  that  there 
is.  mote  good  in  the  world  than  we  supposed  it 
lo.  contain ;  we  are  enabled  to  step  aside,  as 
it/wetej  and  behold  some  of  our  own  faults, 
lAiA  we  should  never  have  known  had  we 
diBelt  alwi^  under  their  shade* 

They    that   live   continually   <m   <me   spot, 
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making  their  own  limited  sphere  their  woiM, 
are  bat  in  too  great  danger  of  becoming  narrow- 
minded  and  selfish.  The  habits,  die  wMiee, 
the  wants  whieh  are  confined  to  the  little  oufde 
of  private  society,  dose  op  the  heart  agaiMt 
mere  extended  benevolenee  •;  and  the  thoughtB 
of  hun  who  is  accnstomed  to  no  wider  range 
soon  centre  wholly  in  self.  It  may  be,  that 
by  pleading  tlie  absorbing  affection  he  feels  for 
his  children,  by  resting  upon  them  the  whole 
solidtnde  and  anxiety  of  life,  he  hopes  to  escape 
Ae  charge  of  selfish  actions  and  eoncentimted 
thoi^hts;  but  the  intensity  of  love  is  only  u 
plmuible  selfishness;  he  may  convince  himself, 
but  he  cannot  others,  of  the  disintereslednesit 
of  his  conduct,  and  the  greatness  of  his  bene^ 
volence«  Besides,  it  is  not  well  to  aHow  our 
happiness  to  become  entirely  dependent  on  ^ 
few  objects  which  sudi  confined  intenmnfse 
makes  us  fanoy  essential  to  the  ttijoymeni  of 
life ;  it  is  not  well,  in  the  ineonstanej  of  hamMi 
afiairs,  to  place  our  afiections  too  intensely  upon 
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uy  thing  mortal  or  transitory.  We  ougbt  to 
imve  a  lo?e  and  a  feeling  more  difinsive,  so  that 
wh^a  deprived  of  one  stay,  we  may  not  be 
wholly  levelled  with  the  dust,  but  may  feel  that 
jdiere  still  remain  other  objects  to  live  for. 

The  mind  of  man  was  not  meant  to  be  cramped 
within  waUs^  nor  his  good-will  to  be  limited  to 
a  counted  few.  It  is  by  viewing  new  scenes 
Aat  his  nund  is  extended,  and  by  studying  other 
ehafaclers  that  his  philanthropy  is  increased. 
To  mb  off  dioee  asperities  which  are  apt  to  gtow 
upon  our  nature,  to  strengthen  the  understanding, 
to  quicken  benevolence — to  enlarge  the  mind, 
and  hnprove  die  heart — this  should  be  the  stu^y 
01  life. 

Ail  knowledge  is  comparative.  We  have  no 
ideas  of  grealiiess,  virtue  or  beauty,  but  flmn 
comparison*  After  satisfying  our  bare  neces- 
aitieS)  we  have  no  consciousness  of  wants  till  we 
bdiold  aD0iher*s  possessions ; — m  like  Bsanner, 
we  can  scarcely  be  aware  of  our  own  imperfee- 
iioBS  tifi  we  see  the  superiority  of  others*    We 
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tannot  weigh  ourselves  by  ourselves^  ;tfaem 
must  be  something  in  the  opposite  balsiicib 
When  we  behold  worth  in  another,  we  m 
reproved  for  the  waiit  of  it  in  oursehes ;  the 
sight  of  a  virtuous  action  excites  us  to  imkatipo; 
traits  of  generosity,  benevolence,  magnaninuty, 
kindle  in  us  the  desire  to  be  equally  illustridus-^ 
§nd  Qne  good  deed  is  often  the.  herald  andlthe 
origin  of  others.  So  sluggish  is  the  better 
part  of  our  nature  that  we  require  to  be  conlir 
fiually  reminded  of  our  duty,  and  if  we  be  not 
spurred  to  exertion  by  example  we.  r\m  gveat 
danger  of  wholly  neglecting  it,  If  then^  we  afe 
so  circumstanced  as  rarely  to  behold  examples 
of  virtue,  we  shall,  most  probably,  as.  rarely 
^ord  them.  .Though  much  worth  may  be 
found  in  the  narrow  circle  to  which  many  restrict 
themselves,  yet.  much  more  might  be  metwiA 
elsewhere.  As  every  one  is  more  or.  less  the 
Alave  of  prejudke,  and  has  his  peculiar  failings, 
AO  men  are.apt  to  confine  themselves  to  particubr 
lines  of:  conduct^  and  dp  good  in  one  directbn 
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jdrilftt  liiey  neglect  it  in  another.  Now  they 
KNMiid  not  fall  into  these  omissions  were  they 
«ware  of  them ;  and  could  they  behold  that 
jpractised  by  others  which  they  themsehre's 
neglect,  they  would  not  fail  to  remedy  thelt 
^fectiyeness,  and  become  also,  in  this  respect, 
equally  laudable. 

'  But  there  is  another  misfortune  for  tlK>se  who 
thus  chain  themselves  to  one  spot :  they  sooh 
Auicy  that  they  know  thoroughly  all  their 
Mquidntance.  To  judge  others  correctly  is  the 
most  difficult  of  all  tasks;  and  such  is  our 
weakness  that,  when  thus  circumstanced,  we  are 
certain  either  to  despise  or  over-estimate  our 
associates.  We*  can  only  measure  them  by 
ourselves,  for  we  have  no  other  standard ;  could 
we  compare  them  with  the  rest  of  the  world  w^ 
irhoutd  think  of  them  difierently.  Now,  we  are 
very  likdy  to  measure  the  good  we  do,  by  that 
trf  the  few  persons  we  esteem;  and  as  we 
probably  consider  them,  in  this  respect,  superior 
fto  onri^lves,  we  shall  scarcely  feel  called  upon 


Digitized 


by  Google 


86  ADVEKTURBS  IN 

to  do  as  much  as  they.  It  is  very  probable, 
however,  that,  by  our  incorrect  standard,  instead 
of  overrating,  we  undervalue  all  those  abcmt  us; 
and  if  so,  we  soon  become  indifferent  to  their 
opinion ;  and  society  having  ceased  to  inspire  us 
with  respect,  we  become  wrapped  up  still  morf 
closely  in  our  prejudices  and  errors,  and  still 
seldomer  perform  those  duties  in  the  exercise  c^ 
which  we  rejoice  in  the  sympathy  of  mankjad-, 
and  expect  to  be  duly  appreciated  by  the  worid; 

It  will  be  said,  that  if  we  act  rightly  from 
a  sense  of  religioQ,  we  shall  not  wish  fcnr  the  eye, 
nor  seek  the  approbation  of  our  fellow  mea ;  but 
alas  I  I  fear  it  will  be  found  that,  whenever 
removed  beyond  the  influence  of  society,  their 
sense  of  religion  but  seldom  spurs  men  to  acdve 
exertion.  Religious  feelings  are  but  too  apt  to 
decay  when  not  kept  alive  by  the  usages  of 
society. 

If  then,  example  be  necessary  to  improver 
ment;  if  instances  of  virtue  be  required  to 
promote  virtue  in  us;  if  we  become  rqpB»*dkst 
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of  tbe  opimon  of  those  whom  we  caimot  admire 
0t  esteem;  and  form  erroneous  estimales  of 
others  whose  opinions  may  lead  us  astray — it 
beoomes  imperative  upon  us,  by  miiung  more 
^with  mankindi  to  seek  for  greater  strength  of 
judgment  and  enlargement  of  understanding* 

The  human  heart  is .  like  the  tent  of  the 
Arabian  prince,  which  when  closed  could  lie  in 
tint  palm  of  the  hand,  but  which  increased  in 
magnitude  apcording  to  the  number  of  men  it 
^as  needed  to  cover.  The  heart  will  become 
as.  contracted  if  it  be  not-  carefully  stored,  but 
win  dilate  into  boundless  expansion  when  occu«- 
pying  .iiie  breast  of  the  gr^t  and  the  good. 
Nodiing  warms  or  expands  it  more  than  to  view 
mankind  in  all  the  various  situations  of  life.  To 
see  virtue  struggling  with  poverty  and  contempt 
must  awaken  some  self-aoeusations,  and  incite 
to  amendment; — to  receive  at  the  hands  (^ 
those  whom,  for  their  inferiority  we  despised,  in* 
stances  of  generosity  and  liberality  that  we  nevftr 
i^ddbited^  must  overwhelm  us  with  confuaioQ, 
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and  t«ach  us  to  jiidgei  iti  foture,  with  tajitf  qp^r^ 
to  relul  in  a  hundred  others  the  &eatm$ii^Wi» 
bad  deemed  peculiar  to  ourselves^  must,  les^fiii 
our  sel&esteem^  and  make  us  think  moce 
hombly  of  our  talents,  and  more  wortbUy  ^ 
mankind. 

It  is  the  improvement  which  we  thus  defive^ 
^at  constitutes  the  philosojAy  of  travel,  J[ta 
poeirff  consists  in  those  fresh  and  gracctfui  hiie» 
which  the  survey  of  beautiful  objects  impaiiM^ 
upon  the  mind  and  the  imagination.  Wbatejver 
i^^moyea  the  thoughts  from  self^  glvea  also  an 
addttional  richness  and  value  to  the  mind  i  and 
when  are  we  lifted  so  fiir  above  the  grossness.^ 
Boat^iality,  as  when  we  view,  with  dilated  beast 
and  elevation  of  soul,  tlie  glorioua  majesty  of  the 
Creator  displayed  in  the  won<krs  of  creation  I.. 

Pur  earth  is  a  beautiful  world,  and  to  gi^ce 
around  upon  it,  fills  us  with  buoyant  satisiactioai 
but. when  we  come  to  examine  it  part  by  pak^ 
tbe  b^bage  that  adorns  it— and  each  individual 
plant — how  infinitely  is  our  wonder  increased  I 
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Notiii:  Mb^  that  we  bruise  beneath  our  feet  but 
te 'cafmble  bf  filHhg  us  with  admiratioa.  Yet  if 
iihe  beauty  by  which  we  are  surrounded  has 
became  so  familiar  as  to  cease  to  afiect  US|  let  us 
deek  elsewhere,  amidst  unusual  scenes,  in  the 
magnificence  of  nature,  or  the  witchery  of  her 
lo^tin^ss,  for  those  emotions  which  shall  lift  us 
fitim  sQrdidness  and  self,  and  fill  us  with  sublime 
stnd  undefinable  pleasure*  There  is  impfote- 
ment  in  the  foam  of  a  waterfall,  in  the  loveliliess 
of  a  lake,  in  the  majesty  of  a  mountain. 

Whatever  afiects  us  strongly,  gives  a  new  tint 
to  the  foind — if  the  tints  be  beautiful,  the  mind 
must  be  adorned.  This  is  the  poetry  of  travel. 
It  gives  an  additional  glow  to  the  heart ;  a  finer 
susceptibility  of  the  beauties  of  nature;  an 
expanded  imagination,  and  an  increased  variety 
of  thought*  To  be  affected  at  all,  keeps  open 
the  sources  of  those  more  generous  sympathies 
which  are  but  too  soon  dried  up  by  the  engross- 
o^eftts  of  the  world,  or  obscured  by  the  weeds 
wbteh  grow  over  them. 
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Thecbaraoter  of  the  mhid  is  greatly  depe»denf 
on  At  scenes  amid  which  it  is  placed.  Iti 
silence  and  solitude  it  is  cabn  and  conten^^alive  7 
thoughts  and  feelings  which  never  would  harre 
been  experiorced  in  the  tumult  of  the  woiid  and 
the  whirl  of  society,  find  their  way  to  the  SQt* 
fiice  in  the  loneliness  of  retirement,  and-  tinge 
the  mind  with  a  new  richness  and  grace«  Bti€ 
let  it  be  placed  in  scenes  of  disturbance  and 
excitement,  and  it  assumes  another  hue«  In  th# 
ennobling  stir  of  the  elements  it  is  exalt^ ! — 
idien  danger  presses,  it  becomes  active,  vigorous, 
and  ready.  Although  in  solitude  it  would  hliVe 
been  pensive  and  placid,  yet  forced  into  action 
by. the  peculiarity  of  circumstances,  it  becomes 
heated,  soaring,  and  restless.  Many  a  fool,  had 
he  possessed  the  advantages  of  others  naturally 
scarce  more  vigorous  than  himself,  would  have 
turned  out  no  despicable  character ;  and  many  a 
man  o!  parts,  had  he  not  been  compelled  to 
activity  by  the  accidents  of  fortune,  would  havti 
passed  through  life  litde  better  than  a  feoL 
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llie  jnindi  like  a  great  kingdoiiu  derives  its 
cbief  pomet.  frxnn  its^.  Few  men  have  turned 
out.  %^6ak  who  have  been  much  left  to  them-* 
selves  in  es^rly  life*  It  is  they  who  have 
nerer  had  it  in  their  power  to  reflect,  because 
neier  forced  to  rdSbction — they  that  have  been 
efurlj  drawn  within  the  vortex  of  society,  and 
bl^d  but  few  n^oments  to  themselves,  that  betray 
^:  greatest  vacancy  of  thought  and  worthless- 
%e§s  of  conduct* 

T)ie  adyantsyes  of  Solitude  being  apparent 
in  ,th€^  lessons  she  teaches,  it  is  scarcely  neces- 
saijr.tp  i^df  that  it  would  not  be  amiss  were  the 
youth  of  our  great  families  occasionally  turned 
loose  in  Norway,  and  left  to  find  their  way 
through  the  country  as  they  might: — they 
would  come  out  in  no  slight  measure  tried, 
sifted,  and  refined. 

But  I  will  dwell  no  longer  on  the  advantages 
of  travel ;  I  have  begun  what  others,  if  they 
please,  may  enlarge  and  carry  out,  and  I  will 
content  myself  with  concluding  this  chapter  in 
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the  words  of  two  very  extraordinary  men : — 
^  Peregrination  charms  our  senses  with  such 
unspeakable  and  sweet  variety,  that  some  count 
him  unhappy  that  never  travelled,  a  kinde  of 
prisoner,  and  pitty  his  case,  that  from  his  cradle 
to  his  old  age  beholds  the  same  still ;  still,  still 
the  same,  the  same."  *  **  Conversation  with 
men  is  of  very  great  use,  and  tPav^I  into  foreign 
countries  of  singular  advantage ;  not  to  bring 
back  an  account  only  of  how  many  paces  Santa 
Ronda  is  in  circuit ;  or  of  the  richness  of 
Signora  Livia's  attire ;  or,  as  some  otfaer^  hohr 
much  Nero's  face  in  a  statue  in  sneh  an  old* 
ruin,  is  longer  and  broader  than  that  mads^fiA^ 
him  at  such  another  place ;  but  to  be  aUe  cBied^ 
to  give  an  account  of  the  humouri,  mannerit/' 
customs f  and  laws  of  those  nations  where  ht 
bas  been."f  '  ; 

♦  Burton's  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,  Part  II.  sect.  2. 
t  Montaigne,  Essay  on  Education. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


SWEDEN. 


>Jk  approaching  Gottenburg  (by  the  Swedes 
sB^U  Qoteborg)  we  have  to  sail  for  some  distance 
th^i^gh  a  narrow  channel   of  low,  round,  de- 
ta^be^  rocks.    We  came  to  an  anchor  in  a  small 
harbour^  in  which  was  some  shipping,  before  a 
long  Ikie  of  wooden  houses,  which  I  imagined 
to  represent  the  town ;  but  on  getting  into  the 
boat,  we  had  to  row  at  least  a  mile  along  a 
narrow  arm  of  the  sea,  with  a  continuation  of 
these  wooden  houses,  which  were  chiefly  painted 
red,  on  one  side,  and,  on  the  other,  barren  rocks. 
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widi  here  and  there  a  fertile  spot  of  ground  at 
their  foot,  until  we  arrived  at  the  new  towii. 
This  is  of  bricki  generally  whitewashed,  so  as 
to  give  it  rather  a  neat  appearance. 

We  had  no  sooner  landed  than^  the  custom- 
house officers  proceeded  to  ransack  the  baggage 
of  all  those  that  possessed  any ;  and  when  I 
was  asked  for  my  trunks  and  boxes,  it  was  not 
without  a  twinge,  which  however  I  scorned 
whilst  I  acknowledged,  that  I  extended  an  arm 
from  beneath  my  cloak,  and  produced  tny 
humble  knapsack.  <^  Is  this  all,  Sir?'*  de- 
manded the  officer  with  a  stare.  *'Yaw,^  I 
answered,  in  the  Swedish  affirmative,  and  with 
a*  stern  resolve  to  subdue  such  ridiculous  pride, 
but  I  immediately  swelled  out  with  a  haughtiness 
and  arrogance  of  bearingi  that  might  have 
become  the  owner  of  all  the  boxes  and  trunks 
which  had  arrived  by  the  steam-boati  Alas  fbr 
the  weakness  of  nature,  and  the  dominaney  of 
vanity!  But  I  must  say,  that  I  was  immie* 
diately  ashamed  of  this  affectation,  and  strove 
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to.bumUe  iny  looks  before  the  man  of  auth(»ritjr. 
A»  a  penance,  I  carried  my  knapsack  myself 
.through  the  town  to  the  hotel,  and  gave  a  sailor 
a  rix  dollar  (about  a  shilling)  to  carry  my  dbak, 
and  shew  me  the  way. 

.  The  principal  inn,  called  Todd's  Hotel,  is  a 
.durty  and  execrable  place,  and  if  I  knew  of  any 
other. I  would  certainly  recommend  it,  but  the 
interior  of  all  the  houses  of  this  toWn  seems  to 
fbe  dirty  and  uninviting ;  three  or  four  families 
4i3uajlly  occupy  each,  and  have  the  stairs  in 
^pmmon.  Towards  the  west  of  the  town  is  an 
old  round  tower,  very  rude,  but  situated  on  a 
Ifirge  rock  which  commands  a  very  beautifiil 
prpapect.  Below  us  b  the  town,  built  partly 
>oa  rocks*  and  beyond  it  the  arm  of  the  sea  up 
which  we  had  sailed,  and  which  is  in  fact  the 
^  QUMith  of  the  river  Gota,  that  runs  winding  far 
into  a,  bed  of  mountains,  whose  broken  outliK»s> 
*be^  prominent  in  the  sunshine,  and  there 
^l^qking  into  the  depths  of  their  own  gloom^ 
(U>inpo8^  a  deMghtftd  perspective. 
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In  visking  Sweden^  I  had  no  particidir  rotM 
sketched  out  I  considered  that  if  a  fcreigacfl 
wished  to  take  a  glance  at  our  ovn  oountrjF^ 
it  would  matter  little  whether  he  landed  ai  Hulh 
and  walked  thence  to  Manchester^  in  at  DoTtTi 
and  walked,  by  some  eccentric  course,  to  Bristol. 
The  manners  and  customs  of  the  peof^  would 
be  found  pretty  much  alike  in  all  parts.  Of 
one  thing,  however^  I  was  determined — io  mmUk 
It  is  but  a  faint  idea  that  we  catch  of  a  natkm 
when  we  never  quit  the  high  road,  and  never 
study  character  but  at  an  inn.  I  was  therdbre 
resolved  to  turn  myself  loose,  as  it  were,  upon 
the  country,  and  trust  to  accident  for  accom^ 
modadon  and  an  acquaintance  with  the  various 
classes  of  society.  It  is  not  by  the  upper  dassM 
that  the  character  of  a  nation  is  to  be  decided  ; 
the  higher  ranks  are  much  alike  in  all  European 
countries ;  it  is  the  middle  aftd  lower  orders  that 
give  the  tone  to  nationality,  and,  with  diese  t 
was  resolved  to  become  acquainted.  If  a  ttn,^ 
veller  seek  only  to  reach  a  particular  point,  he 
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wBi  'fittd  ixraHdng  to  be  in  Sweden  the  most 
OfcnBive  mode  of  progression ;  he  may  post 
tkrongh  ^  country  at  the  rate  of  less  than 
hai&a-craim  for  thirty  miles ;  and,  as  he  will 
travel  hj  ABt  means  at  least  sixty  miles  a  day 
he  hJB  only  half  the  number  of  nights  to  spend, 
tipon  the  road.  The  mode  of  traTsUing  is  by 
m  little  gig,  rudely  constructed  of  unpainted 
wood,  and  drawn  by  a  small  rough  horse ;  a 
nuai  acooinpanies  the  traveller  to  drive  bade  the 
veUde  from  the  next  stage. 

At  Gottenburg  I  was  compelled  to  receive; 
rather  than  take,  a  new  passport.  In  Italy  and 
ibe  southern  countries  of  Europe  we  tolerate 
this  nuisance;  because  we  feel  that  some  kind  of 
pernussion  is  necessary  before  we  can  tread  the 
hdlowed  ground  of  claasic  antiquity ;  but  in  the 
wietdied  countries  of  the  north  the  luinoyance 
ia  keenly  felt;  and  here,  where  least  needed^ 
ttie  regulation  is  most  rigidly  enforced.  The 
SjF^lem  of  passports  is  introduced,  it  is  pretended) 
to-be  a  chedc  upon  evil-disposed  persons,  but 

VOL.  I.  P 
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such  individoals  would  never  tidvk  of  miljiig 
^  Norway  or  Sweden ;  ibey  do  not  wish  to  waft: 
off  with  pine-trees  or  rocks — the  ovlj  produc- 
tions of  the  country.  No;  this  system  was 
introduced  by  a  wise,  though  inhospitable 
government,  to  wring  from  strangers  and  guests 
that  revenue  which  the  poverty  of  their  own 
subjects  cannot  affi>rd. 

I  remuned  two  days  at  Gottenburg^  and  then 
resolved  to  plunge  into  the  terra  incognita  of 
the  interior.  It  was  noon  on  the  third  day  after 
my  landing,  towards  the  close  of  April,  dut  I 
shouldered  my  knapsack,  sdzed  my.  sta^  and 
.sallied  from  the  hotel.  As  I  proceieded  up  die 
street,  I  felt  that  the  eyes  of  the  whole  town 
were  upon  me ;  every  voice  tl^t  spoke  I  fieuided 
was  passing  a  criticism  on  my  remarkable  ap- 
pearance ;  and  many  times  I  beard  pcvscms 
behind  me  who  undoubtedly  were  sqpeaking  of 
no  other  than  myself,  "  because,"  fts  JShtiub 
says,  "  they  laughed  consumedly/'  Freqjiently 
did  I   wish,   in   bitterness  of  spirit^  dMtt  my 
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kimpdack  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  Gota*  or  a^ 
iiirther  off,  aiui  I  as  often  half  resolved  to  return^ 
to  ihe  inn  and  purchase  a  carriage,  and  so  pro- 
ceed Kke  other  travellers;  but  at  last  I  got 
outside  the  town ;  no  impertinent  eye  was  found 
to  stare,  and  I  began  to  breathe  more  freely, 
and  walk  with  more  satisfisustion. 

I  had  determined  to  travel  up  the  banks  of 
the  Gota,  at  least  so  far  as  the  Falls  of  Troll- 
hattau. 

I  walked  along  stoutly  the  whole  of  the  after- 
noon, chewing  the  cud  of  .several  curious  reflec- 
tions. On  either  side  the  road  nothing  was  to 
be  seen  but  barreri  rocks  and  the  broad  winding 
liver  y  no  trees,  no  cattle,  no  pasture,  and  very 
fiew  cottages.  After  having  walked  about  fifteen 
English  miles,  I  arrived  within  view  of  Kongelf, 
a  Moall  town  on  the  other  side  the  river,  I  being 
01^  the  eastern  bank.  On  a  rqck  of  some  emi- 
•fience  are  the  remains  of  an  old  fortification, 
which,  howeyer,  is  not  very  interesting,  though 
its  situadon  is  picturesque;  behind  this  ruin, 
f2 
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and  almost  hid  in  a  vale,  is  die  town  of  Kongelf. 
4jOoking  np  the  river,  which,  bounded  by  lofty 
rocks,  resembles  an  extensive  lake,  is  a  beaotifiil 
picture ;  and  several  white  sails,  which  at  that 
time  were  visiUe,  gave  it  variety  and  cheer-^ 
fulness. 

I  walked  about  five  miles  beyond  Kongelf, 
when  I  came  to  a  small  inn,  the  post-house,  by 
the  road  side,  where  I  determine,  as  the  evening 
was  already  advanced,  to  remain  for  the  night 
In  studying  the  Swedish  language,  as  I  studied 
the  Danish,  I  had  made  a  priKitice  of  writing  ddwn 
the  Words  and  most  necessary  sentences  as  'they 
were  pronounced,  and  I  had  now  no  dlAculty  in 
asking  for  a  bed  and  ordering  supper;  in  &ct,- 
it  was  much  more  easily  ordered  tSian  obtained 
or  eaten*  I  was  in  a  low,  cold,  miserable  room, 
the  floor  of  which  was  strewed  with  cboppied 
fir  leaves,  which  generally  throughout  Sweden 
do  the  duty  of  a  carpet.  They  are  choj^i^ed' 
very  small  and  sprinkled  about  like  sand, 
giving,  however,   neither  the   appearance   no^' 
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the  reality  of  comfort;  ami,  ia  the  prea^it 
instance,  there  being  no  fire,  and  no  stove  to^ 
$Smd  one,  I  was  fain  to  sit  in  my  cloak  as 
&e  only  chance  of  attracting  a  little  warmth* 
But  external  starvation  was  not  the  only  risk 
that  I  ran ;  I  could  procure  nothing  to  eat  but 
eggs  and  boiled  milk,  which,  in  the  state  of  my 
s^l^tite,  after  having  walked  more  than  twenty 
miles^  were  by  no  means  satisfactory..  Had  I 
been  aUe  to  obtain  some  tolerable  bread,  I 
should  have  done  very  well,  but  nothing  of  that 
description  was  to  be  had  save  the  execrable 
bread  of  the  country,  which  I  here  tasted  for 
the  first  lime,  and  then  heartily  hoped  it  might 
be  the  last;  which  unfortunately  it  was  not 
It  is  as  hiurd  as,  and  about  the  thickness  of, 
slate)  and  is  manu&ctured  in  great  quantities  at 
a  time,  insomuch  that  one  baking  serves  for 
several  months.  The  cakes  being  properly 
hardened,  are  hung  up  to  the  kitchen  ceiling, 
and  taken  down  as  occasion  requires.  Were 
they  nothing  but  oaten  cakes  they  would  be  well 
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enough,  but  the  natives  connive  to  give  them 
also  the  most  execrable  flavoor  they  eoiild  po^^ 
sibly  mfuse.  Some  people,  who  are  familiar  witli 
die  taste,  conceive  it  to  be  that  gI  turpentine^ 
and,  as  the  bark  or  leaves  <^  the  fir  are  frequently 
miiced  with  the  dough,  sudi  may  possibiy  Me 
the  case.  If  im  En^ishman  can  ima^ne  himself 
to  be  eating  thin  slices  of  &r4)o«rds^  boiled  in  a 
ititog  tinetnre  of  soi^  he  may  havesmie  kha 
of  the  detestable  composition  I  have  been  «h^ 
scribing.  In  the  south  of  Sweden,  wiieiQ'4)ie 
people  are  very  poor,  this  is  the  usual  fiio4, 
but  fkrtiier  north,  though  this  Idnd  of  bireack  ik 
not  there  unknown,  they  have  a  substitute  t^Mfaer 
more  palatable.  Some  pdates  are  natnratty 
blunter  than  others,  and  I  have  beakl  even 
Englishmen  state  Aat,  after  a  time,  tb^  could 
eat  of  this  bread  witfi  something  tBee  relii^ !  but 
fbr  my  part,  though  sharply  pressed  by  hanger, 
I  have  never  been  able  to  swallow  more  than  two 
or  three  mouthfiils,  thickly  covered  with  butter, 
and  then,  not  without  the  greatest  disgust. 
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After  ray  ^Disarable  supper^  I  retired  into  the 
next  toom  to  a  bed  that  was  not  much  superior^ 
md'  80QB)  in  ^^  consolations  of  sleep,  received 
amcsids  for  those  petty  privations  which  annoy 
but  )ttt{e  mwe  than  they  amuse. 
'  Tbetiext  morning  I  arose  betimes,  and  walked 
to  a  village  of  three  houses,  called  Kattleborg, 
about  eight  miles  distant  from  the  place  where  I 
hmi  slept,  in  the  hopes  of  getting  a  tolerable 
Inteakfiaist,  but  it^  proved  to  be  only  a  repetition 
ef  the  &re  of  ihe  preceding  evening — eggs  and 
wik,  and  the  same  delightful  bread*  I  was 
theoefece  constfained  to  follow  the  advice  of  a 
celebrated  physician,  who,  on  other  occasions, 
Jl$3  seldom  made  me  a  convert  to  his  opinions, 
and  rose  up  ftomt  table  with^an  appeti|te. 

Duriof  two  days  of  easy  walking,  I  passed 
through  a  most  romantic  country,  in  which  I 
beheld  every  variety  of  scenery  that  could  give 
beauty  and  charm  to  the  prospect  $  a  constant 
•oee^sion  of  hill  and  vale,  and  rocks  innume- 
rable, of  all  shapes  and  diqnensions,  and  frequent 
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forests  of  pine  or  fir,  with  the  ever-wihdjng 
Gota  continually  beside  me,  though  sometimes 
hid  firom  view  by  the  high  projecting  rocks 
which  turned  the  road  from  the  river,  and  forced 
it  to  wind  round  their  base.  The  scenery  is  not 
uaUke  that  of  the  Wye^  but  on  a  nobler  and 
more  extensive  scale;  in  my  opinion  it  is 
superior  to  any  thing  that  may  be  met  with  on 
the  Rhine — a  river  whose  beauties  have  been 
ridiculously  exaggerated  by  legendary  gentlemen, 
women,  and  poets  of  every  calibre. 

A  great  quantity  of  timber  is  floated  down  the 
Oota  from  the  Lake  Wenem ;  it  finds  its  way  to 
.Goteborg  without  any  superintendence,  men 
lieing  stationed  at  different  points  of  the  river, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  push  again  into  the  stream 
such  parts  of  the  timber  as  have  been  drifted 
ashore. 

In  passing  through  the  pine-woods,  or  forests, 
I  met  with  frequent  ant-hills,  sometimes  as  large 
as  a  good-sized  haycock ;  they  were  composed 
of  fibres  of  fir  or  pine  leaves,  but  the  ants 
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awarmed  so  thickly  from  the  top  to  the  bottom 
of  these  nests,  that  the  whole  structure  seemed  to 
be  alive,  and  to  be  composed  chiefly  of  myriads 
of  restless  insects.  Sometimes,  before  we  come 
within  many  yards  of  the  colony,  we  meet  with 
a  stream  of  ants  journeying  in  its  direction ;  the 
whole  surface  of  the  ground  in  the  neighbour- 
hood is  frequently  covered  with  them,  apd, 
indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  spot  any  where 
entirely  free,  for  I  never  sat  down  in  the  open 
air  without  having  to  brush  some  away  from  the 
.stone  or  trunk  on  •  which  I  meant  to  repose. 
They  are  commonly  the  black  ant,  larger  than 
any  species  that  I  have  seen  in  this  country. 

I  may  mention  that  at  a  place  called  Girdhem, 
where  I  spent  a  night,  I  met  with  excellent 
entertainment, — ^beef- steaks,  good  soup,  and 
several  other  things,  among  which,  eatable  bread 
was  not  the  least  prized.  There  were  two  dishes 
also  that  I  oflen  afterwards  met  with,  and  which 
are  held  by  the  natives  in  some  esteem ;  one  con- 
sisted of  thin  slices  of  a  kind  of  sausage,  and  the 
f3 
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otber  n  eompositioft  of  4iggs,  ^om^Aiing  like  an 
omeletw  I  was  wont  to  tifce  a  littM  of  earii 
8e|»ralely^  but  had  no  gveat  affection  for  ehber, 
ttU  aceident  shoved  me  that  they  were  meant  to 
be  eaten  togetberi  and  Uien  ihey  made  rather  a 
plausible  con^und.  ^ 

I  was  not  far  from  the  FaHs  of  Trottfaatta 
(}spelt  Trollhattau),  and  should  hMe  readied 
Uiem  very  speedily  had  I  not  missed  the  road« 
and  wandered  widiin  three  or  fottr  miles  of  the 
town  of  Weversborg^  at  tibe  soadie^n  extremity 
1^  the  great  Lake  Wenem.  By  good  fortane, 
liowever,  I  fell  in  with  an  Ei^liehman  domes^ 
cated  in  the  country,  who  informed  me  ^^my 
error,  and  invited  me  to  his  house.  He  ^was 
fishing  in  a  spot  where  the  river  ia  crossed  by  a 
wooden  bridge,  and  where  many  rocky  irimds 
imd  bays,  whose  sides  were  clothed  with  tvees, 
formed  a  very  beautiful  scene.  I  was  stanoHwg 
:on.  the  bridge  admiring,  the  ,^pot>  when  #iie 
"ftiherman  atta*acted  my  notice,  and  I  addressed 
liim,  and  inquired  the  way  to  TroUfaattei^    I 
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riiendiseoveifecl  that  he  was  a  feUov^ooualfy* 
Juan.  He  told  me  Aat  this  was  the  be«t 
liver  for  fish  in  all  Sweden;  and  the  day  p«e^ 
teikig  he  bad  caught  with  a  trolling  line  thtte 
«aliDon)  which  together  wei^ied  eightyHWven 
pounds* 

£xce{^  to  a  devoted  sportsman,  there  are  few 
inducements  to  reside  in  Sweden.  Besides  bears 
and  wolves,  in  the  woods  there  is  abundai^e 
t»f  game,  that  chiefly  consists  of  the  blaek- 
oo^  ealled  in  Sweden  the  orret  and  the 
celebrated  cock  of  the  woods>  called  there  the 
iJmieTy  £uid  by  the  English  and  Scotch  the 
Qfkp^cali. 

The  Englishman  conducted  me  to  his  house, 
which  was  t:lose  bX  hand ;  it  was  of  two  stories, 
whitewashed,  and  had  a  neat  and  cheerful  appear- 
aiice  externally,  but  within  looked  cold,  unfur- 
iiished,  and  comfortless.  A  number  of  English 
beobei,  maps»  prints,  and  newspapers,  showed 
dttt  the  owner  was  not  dependent  solely  on  the 
chase  finr  amusement ;  whilst  guns,  intended  for 
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^nurious  kinds  of  game,  fishing-rods,  reels  and 
lines,  relieved  the  walls  from  their  original 
blankness,  or  were  bestowed  on  chairs  seldom 
needed  for  other  occupants. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


TROLLHATTAU. 


While  at  dinner  with  my  host^  who^  though 
in  the  wilds  of  Sweden^  retained  the  manners 
and  some  of  the  customs  of  an  English  gentle- 
man,  I  heard  a  loud  pit-patting  and  bounding 
noise,  as  of  some  immense  beast  rushing  up  the 
stairs.  As  the  door  remained  ajar,  I  could  not 
help  looking  towards  it  rather  uneasily,  but  my 
host  assured  me,  with  a  smile,  that  it  was 
nothing  but  the  wolf  coming  up  stairs !  This 
explanation,  however,  instead  of  being  entirely 
satisfactory,   excited  a  nervous    sensation   that 
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caused  me  to  grasp  my  knife  with  a  tenacious 
dutch;  for  the  idea  flashed  across  me,  that 
though  this  reclaimed  monster  might  be  v^ery 
civil  to  those  with  whom  he  lived  in  daily 
&miliarity,  still,  the  sight  of  a  stranger  woidd 
probably  awaken  his  original  prqpensitieB, 
and,  in  short,  I  might  be  worried,  or  at  least 
recdve  very  unpleasant  laceration  before  his 
master  could  call  off  the  cannibal.  These  ire* 
flections  were  not  at  all  allayed  by  the  appear-^ 
ance  of  the  wretch,  as  with  fiery  eye  and  briBtling 
bade  he  bounded  into  the  room,  apparently^ 
big  as  a  fine  bull  calf,  unless  the  haziness  ia  my 
eyes  tended  to  increase  his  stature ;  and  certainly 
the  very  air  of  his  nostrils  seemed  to  say-^ 
^'Fi,  fo,  fum,  I  smell  the  blood  of  an  Englishman." 
He  perambulated  tiie  room  with  many  significant 
looks,  and  then,  at  my  suggestion,  wa&  banded 
to  the  door  by  a  female  servant,  who  indignantly 
dismissed  him  down  stairs  without  any  apology* 
The  beast  was  indeed  as  tame  as  any  hound, 
but,  for  my  part,  I  have  no  great  confidence  in 
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die  ditctetbn  of  such  tubjugated  ankimlsy  and 
would  ntther  hear  of  the  power  of  man  in  tbia  way 
thait  witnees  its  efiecteu  My  host»  however,  was 
oonf  ineed  of  die  perfect  tamenesa  of  the  creature^ 
and  said  that  he  once  had  reared  two  young 
bear  cufae,  which  even  when  full  grown  used 
lojiun  familiarly  about  the  kitdien  and  over  the 
house ;  but  one  day  chancing  to  stumble  on  an 
infortunate  pig»  Iheir  virtue  proved  unable  to 
reaiat  the  temptation,  and,  with  litde  oerraiony, 
ii»ey  fell  upon  and  devoured  the  forbidden  flesk 
Their  cruel  appetites,  instead  of  being  appeased* 
were  only  excited  by  this  repast,  and  their 
jpoarti^  and  furious  demeanoinr  terrified  the 
domestics  of  the  house  so  much,  that  they  all 
nn  and  hid  themselves  in  seeret  places;  but 
not  so  their  master,  who  being  made  aware  of 
^<  tumulti  immediately  sallied  forth  into  the 
yard,  vrithout  any  weapons,  and  with  a  stem 
aspect  approached  the  bears,  who  were  then 
working  themselves  into  a  vehement  rage.  But 
th^'  soon  acknowledged    the    influence  of  a 


Digitized 


by  Google 


1 13  ADVENTURES  IN 

superior  power,  that  reproached  them  with  a 
stem  and  steady  voice^  and  then,  taking  care 
not  to  strike  or  irritate,  calmly  seized  them  by 
their  collars  and  walked  them  off  to  their  respec* 
tiye  kennels. 

The  wolves  are  little  heeded  by  the  Swedea 
or  Norwegians,  but  the  bears  claim  rather  more 
respect;  the  former  are  a  cowardly  race,  that 
flee  away  from  any  thing  human,  whilst  the 
do^ed  nature  of  Bruin  makes  him  often  disdain 
a  retreat,  and  the  appearance  of  hostility  only 
rouses  him  to  anger. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state — and 
I  do  not  think  Jthat  these  details  can  wound 
any  feeling,  since  they  are  made  only  to  illustrate 
the  mode  and  expense  of  living  in  the  country 
of  which  I  write — that  part  of  the  furniture  of 
this  house,  I  mean  some  of  the  chairs,  had  cost 
the  owner  about  three  pence  apiece  of  English 
money ;  and  the  table  on  which  we  dined,  about 
two  shillings*  The  rental  of  the  house,  which 
was  really  a  good  one,  and  garden,  was  ratb^ 
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under  ten  pounds  per  annum ;  women  servants' 
wi^s  are  about  two  pounds  a  year,  and  the 
Fages  of  a  man  something  more. 

My  entertainer  showed  me  his  snow  shoes 
or  skates,  strips  of  wood  six  or  seven  feet  in 
length .  and  only  three  or  four  inches  broad, 
the  fronts  turned  up  a  good  deal  as  in  the  skates 
of  our  own  country.  The  occupant  of  these 
machines  can  travel  over  the  surface  of  the 
snow  with  great  rapidity,  but  the  motion  is 
not  graceful,  and  though  swift  must  be  rather 
laborious.  In  descending  a  steep  hill,  it  requires 
some  skill  to  preserve  the  balance,  and  a  man 
in  those  circumstances  must  bear  some  analogy 
to  an  adventurer  descending  a  Lapland  rapid — 
a  fbat  that  is  accomplished  in  a  narrow  boat 
.with  a  very  high  prow  and  stem.  But  the 
danger  is  certainly  not  so  great  upon  congealed 
as  on  liquid  water.  The  Laplander,  if  his  boat 
in  its  descent  over  the  fall  happen  to  touch  on  a 
rock  or  stone,  it  is  doomed  to  inevitable  destruc* 
tiop ;  the  torrent  rushes  along,  swift  as  a  ray 
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ot  light — there  is  no  time  for  tbcogfat^  9Ci»rcely 
for  an  eye  to  twinlde^  when  once  in  the  ra|tt49*-** 
and  over  she  goes,  to  destruction  or  triumph. 
Strange  though  it  may  seem,  the  Laplanders 
^ntrive  to  asoend  these  teaarhl  places,  by 
pushing  their  boat  along  with  poles,  and  by 
dinging  to  the  rocks  at  the  side. 

The  hoi:»e  of  wUch  I  have  been  spcsddng 
is  in  a  beautiful  isituation^  the  rrver  makto  a 
sweep  just  below  it,  and  has  a  noble  appeantnee 
with  its  high  wooded  bank  im  die  opposstr^ide* 
It  is  here  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad.  On  the 
other  side  the  house,  bounding  Ae  prospect^  is^a 
lofty  range  of  basaldc  vodsM^  whidi  are,  in  many 
parts,  crowned  with  pine  trees*  There  is  here 
a  society  of  Swedish  fiunilies,  but  no  En^idiv 
man  is  resident  within  a  day  or  two^s  journeys 
Beautiful  as  is  the  scenery  of  the  neighbourhood^ 
and  many  as  are  the  advantages  to  a  q>ortsmaii, 
it  appeared  to  me  to  afford  but  a  dreary  existence, 
80  far  removed  from  the  sympathies  of  friendship, 
and  those  refinements  and  pleasures  which  nK»e 
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cultiTttted  80oi6ty  bestows*    The  stillttess  of  the 
solhode  seemed  to  be  meant  for  the  spot 

'*  Where  ever-musing  melancholy  dwellt." 

This  place  is  situated  about  seven  miles  nortb 
of  Ttollbatta.  Thither  I  retraced  my  stqis. 
It  is  a  curious  little  village;  the  houses  are  idl 
(except  the  new  inn)  of  wood,  painted  redj  and 
scajbtered  about  as  confusedly  as  possible.  There 
aee  saW'4mlls  here ;,  and  a  considerable  quantity 
of  timber,  is  sawn  into  planks  and  ^nbarked  in 
vessds  that  convey  them  down  the  Oota  to 
Gottenbuxg^  w^re  they  are  shipped  off  to 
vanous  parts  of  Europe. 

The  mills^  which  are  moved  by  water,  arte 
'CMunon  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  and,  as  may 
be  suj^sed,  contain  no  great  complication  of 
inachin^ry.  Whoever  wi^es  to  see  such  mills 
in  perfection^  must  visit  one  of  our  dock-yards, 
where  the  saws  are  impelled  by  steam,  and 
where  great  numbers  working  together,  of 
various  shapes  and-  sizes,  are  made  to  convert 
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immease  logs  of  timber  into  thin  boards  in  a 
wonderfully  short  time.  It  is  indeed  a  curious 
sight  to  behold  so  many  machines  all  working 
away  (when  not  a  human  being,  perhaps,  is  in 
the  room  but  the  spectator),  unimpelled  by 
Jiuman  hands,  and  striving,  as  it  were,  like 
friendly  genii,  to  lighten  the  labours  of  man. 
In  my  opinion,  the  wonderful  inventions  of 
science  afiect  the  Imagination  more  strongly 
(because  their  utility  is  at  once  apparent),  and 
impress  us  with  a  greater  idea  of  the  supe- 
riority of  reason,  than  the  elegant  writings 
and  beautiful  thoughts  of  literary  genius,  or 
even  the  profoundest  speculations  of  ennoblbg 
'  philosophy. 

But  the  canal  of  TroUhatta,  cut  for  some 
distance  through  a  bed  of  rock  in  order  to  avoid 
the  Falls,  is  looked  upon,  in  these  countries,  as 
the  greatest  effort  of  human  skill  and  per- 
severance. 

I  heard  a  silly  Norwegian  lady  once  say,  that 
there  were  only  two  things  she  particularly  pined 
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to  see — which  for  a  woman  seemed  moderate 
enough— And  these  were  the  canal  of  TroUhatta, 
and  the  kingdom  of  France!  I  record  this 
speech  only  because  it  expresses  the  wishes  of 
many  others  besides  the  person  I  heard  make 
use  of  it.  As  may  be  suj^osed,  there  are  not 
many  works  of  art  in  Sweden  or  Norway,  and 
for  aught  I  know^  this  canal  may  be  the  greatest 
e^er  accomplished  in  those  kingdoms;  the  people 
take  much  delight  in  speaking  of  it,  and  think 
very  lighdy  of  those  who  are  not  equally 
enraptured*  Then  again,  having  a  French  king 
and  queen,  whose  native  language  is  commonly 
spoken  at  court,  a  fiunt  kind  of  enthusiasm  for 
France,  and  whatever  relates  to  her,  has  spread 
itself  through  the  educated  ranks,  who  begin  to 
think  a  knowledge  of  French  to  be  an  almost 
in^spensable  accomplishment. 

That  undoubtedly  which  struck  me  most  at 
Trollhatta  was  the  Fall ;  it  was  the  first  of  any 
imporUuMe  Ihad  yet  seen,  and  though  at  first 
sight    I    was   greatly   disappointed,    still    the 
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immense  volume  of  water  that  rushea  through  the 
rocks  affords  a  very  imposing  spectade.  There 
is  no  height  of  precipitation ;  it  is  a  slide  rather 
than  a  fall,  and  of  these  there  are  several  in 
succession.  If  I  were  to  compare  it  with  others 
that  I  have  since  seen^  I  should  be  doubtfiil  where 
to  rank  it^  as  it  is  of  rather  a  peculiar  character ; 
there  is  also  difficulty  in  getting  a  good  view  of 
it  The  Fall  of  the  Rhine  near  Schaffhausen 
is  broader  and  perh]q>s  finer ;  the  Giesbach  on 
the  Lake  of  Brientz  in  Switz^land  is  more 
picturesque ;  and  the  fall  at  the  DeviFs  Bridge, 
near  St.  Gothard,  is  in  a  much  grander  qpot 

Poor  Inglis  was  much  struck  with  this  &11; 
indeed,  he  had  walked  through  a  good  part  of 
Norway  without  seeing  any  o[  impertancei  and 
therefore  paid  much  attention  to  this^  I  had 
never  read  his  work  on  these  countries  till  I 
returned  firom  visiting  them ;  I  then  had  pljsa- 
aure  in  comparing  our  observtOiicms,  and  if 
others  do  the  same  they  will  find  that  we  differ 
in  some  degree  in  our  account  <tf  this  falL    The 
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fiiet  i%  I  believe  Inglts  wrote  his  deecription 
c^efly  from  memoryi  and  his  mention  of  an 
/^  abyss/'  and  a  *'  dreadful  gulf  which  the  eye 
dares  not  fadiom/'  when  in  fact  there  is  not  even 
the  resemblance  to  such  places^  confirms  the 
conjecture. 

The  largest  &I1  is  close  to  the  inn ;  it  is  not 
high,  but  the  immense  mass  of  pent  waters 
rusluQg  throi]^h  the  rocks  that  confine  the 
channel}  and  tossing^  and  tumbling  and  roaring 
ift  foaming  majesty,  presents  a  noble  appearance. 
There  is  a  fine  rock  in  the  very  centre  of  this 
fall,  with  pines  or  firs  growing  upon  it.  About 
fifty  yards*  below  this  fall  is  another;  the  water 
having  triumphed  over  the  first  barrier  goes 
4aireering  awayi  seeming  to  rejoice  in  its  freedom, 
and  anticipating  no  further  obstruction;  it  is 
greener  than  the  deep  sea,  and  though  pervaded 
bf  veins  of  white  foam,  is  smooth  as  glass,  and 
glides  along  *'  rapid  as  the  light"    On  reaching 

•  This  dkitanoe  it  the  guen  of  memory. 
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the  second  fidl,  the  waters  serai  to  sinki  or  pait, 
in  the  centre,  forming  in  the  midst  o£  the  floodf 
a  green,  narrow  chasm,  into  which  the  uiibf«il»ti 
wave  from  either  side  curls  sweeping.  There 
is  now  an  infant  transition  from  smoothest  green 
to  tumultuous  foam.  An  immense  snow-di^ 
is  before  us — so  lightly  dense  that  whilst  it 
seems  suffidently  massive  to  invite  us  to  repoee 
upon  it,  as  on  a  heap  of  down,  it  is  el^B^antas 
the  most  graceful  fretwork,  rising,  heaving,  and 
£Edling,  and  tossing  and  leiqping  in  sportive 
wildness — and  away  it  goes,  a  broad  sheet  of 
foam,  chafing  agdnst  the  thousand  rocks  in^  its 
passage,  and  hurrying  in  search  of  a  moie 
peacefol  channel. 

I  have  copied  the  above  description  from  a* 
note  that  I  made  upon  the  spot,  where  I  wrote 
with  great  attention  to  accuracy,  taking  care  to 
embellish  in  no  degree  for  the  mere  purpose  ot 
heightening  the  picture.  It  is  a  mere  detail  of 
facts,  and  whoever  sits  on  the  wooden  beadi 
erected  above  the  second  finU,  wiU»  I  doubt  not. 
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Mlui^wlodge  the  truth  of  the  description.  And 
jetf  If  the  reader  dioold  have  the  curioiity  to 
aompore  my  Falls  of  Trollhatta  with  iJioae  of 
Mr.  Inglis,  he  will  exclaim  that  there  k  no 
nimlartty  between  them,  and  one  of  us  must  be 
\n  enror.  Perhaps  not,  at  least,  greatly ;  Mr. 
IngUs,  I  thinky  describes  the  ^rst  fall,  whilst 
my  imagination  was  more  struck  with  the 
9econd. 

I  hope  I  shall  not  be  thought  to  belong  to 
that  ^ss  of  travellers  whose  chief  study  seems 
to  be  to  contradict  those  who  have  preceded 
ikem;  as  I  observed  before,  I  had  not  read 
Xn^is's  account  when  mine  was  composed. 

Poor  Inglis !  it  is  but  in  a  slight  matter  that 
I  have  differed  from  you ;  in  more  important 
dmgs  I  confess  pride  in  coinciding.  Let  me  pay 
Jbere  a  passing  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a 
geaeoroiis  i^d*  Hberal  spirit,  who,  with  the  eye  of 
extended  philanthropy,  was  accustomed  to  survey 
IsaBkind  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  truth,  and 
discovering  the  better  qualities  of  human  naturci 

VOL.  I.  o 
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and  not|  like  the  narrow-^miiided  dave  of  fare<- 
judice  and  ignorance^  with  '  the  sole  aim  of 
exposing  its  faults  and  weaknesses.  In^s  ma 
an  author  truthful^  just^  dispassionate;  com- 
manding a  graceful  and  elegant  pen ;  sound  in 
principle,  sober  in  aigument,  dated  by  no  idto^ 
vanity^  cautious  in  condenmingi  and  ne?er  badc^ 
wwrd  to  priuse ;  hoaourable^  true,  simjde^ 
hearted* 

Who  will  be  so  hardy  as  to  raise  his  T»ice 
against  one  that  was  superior  to  the  paltry  spirit 
of  party  malevolence,  who  never  wrote  what  his 
conscience  refiised  to  sanctbn,  and  never  hind 
any  enemies  but  those  who  are  the  common  foes 
of  all  good  and  virtuous  men  ?  It  may  be,  alas ! 
that  thine  was  not  a  happy  life,  wandering  with 
restless  feet  over  the  world,  in  search  of  that 
peace  which  in  the  world  is  nowhere  to  be  fouhd. 
Perhaps  thou  couldst  not  rest;  for  to  some 
minds  every  pause  of  inactivity  is  torture : — these 
are  minds  which  have,  in  the  spring  time,  perhaps, 
of  life,  been  borne  down  beneath  Ae  shock  of 
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some  Bircngi  cotwuhdon;  which  ^  h«ve  felt  the 
drusfaing  force  of  damning  difiappointanut,  and 
have  &e?er  been  able  to  recover  from  the  stroke ; 
but  for^ever  and. ever  thereafter  are  doomed  to 
writhe  beneath  the  curses  of  memory.  The 
strongest  minds  full  often  feel  the  deepest,  and 
retain  the  longest.  Whatever  they  imbibe  is 
clasped  so  closely  that  it  grows  into  their  nature, 
and  becomes  a  part  of  their  existence ;  and  if^  by 
the  cruel  crosses  of  the  worlds  it  be  torn  thence, 
it  bears  along  with  it  a  portion  of  that  in  which 
it  was  imbedded.  There  are  thoughts  and 
recdlections  which  eat  into  and  canker  a  strong 
mind,  that  would  easily  have  been  dismissed 
firom  the  memory  of  an  inferior  spirit,  as  there 
ate  acids  which  destroy  metals»  and  have  no 
influence  upon  wood. 

But,  Inglis,  we  will  hope  that  this  evil  blight 
was  not  upon  thee ;  that  thy  travel  through  life 
was  occasionally  lighted  by  those  sunny  gleams 
which  at  times  (albeit  but  seldom)  burst  through 
the  clouds  of  exislenccj  and  irradiate  the  heart. 
G  2 
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And  yet^  what  recks  it^  whether  thy  sojourn  here 
were  spent  in  sorrow  or  joy^  whether  Fortune 
frowned  on  or  caressed  thee^  if  now  be  thine  the 
riches  and  glories  of  immortality  ? 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


BTKALIiA. 


On  a  fine  May  morningi  when  the  sun  shone 
with  much  splendour,  though  the  air  was  keen 
and  bracing,  I  shouldered  my  knapsack,  grasped 
my  stafii  and  sallied  forth  from  the  inn  of 
TroUhatta.  I  know  few  feelings  so  delightful 
as  those  with  which  a  man  is  filled  on  such 
an  occasion.  What  are  to  him  the  cares  and 
anxieties  of  every-day  life?  He  is  affected  by 
none  of  the  distractions  of  conflicting  parties, 
nor  harassed  by  any  of  the  troubles  that  are 
incident  to    business    or    greatness.      All   the 
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property  for  which  he  need  now  be  solicftous 
is  safe  on  his  own  back;  there  is  none  ic/r 
whom  to  feel  anxious  but  himselfi  and  he  is 
not  likely  to  be  much  discomposed  by  the  distant 
chance  of  misadventure.  He  has  nothing, 
therefore,  to  do  but  enjoy  whatever  befall  him ; 
the  succession  of  agreeable  prospects  keeps  up 
his  spirits  in  continual  eicd^ment,  and  at  every 
rising  hill  he  hastens  his  steps  that  he  may 
behold  some  novel  scene  beyond.  The  doubts 
as  to  where  and  how  he  shall  spend  the  night 
are  speculations  that  tend  to  exeite,  rather  than 
depi^esa^  his  spirits,  for  the  pro^^t  of  noveky 
is  always  engaging.  Many  a  time,  as  wUb 
buoyaKit  spirits,  and  dastio  step,  I  inhaled  the 
pure  air  of  mountain  scenery,  have  I  feU  far 
removed  above  the  ndseries  that  darken  Ufe>  and 
all  those  numerous  ^ough  petty  evils,  whieli/ 
like  shell-fish  dingii^  to  the  trunk  of  some 
mighty  tree  that  has  been  drifted  into  i\m 
ocean,  encumber  axkd  dis%ure  it;  and  iii 
joyottiuess .  of  heart  have   hummed  the  iiiihe 
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•ong  of  the  rogue  Autolycusi  in  the  Wioter'a 
We:— 

"  Jog,  on^  jog  on  fhe  foot-path  way, 
And  merrily  pent  the  stile-a, 
A  merry  heart  goes  all  the  day— ^ 
Your  sad  tires  in  a  mile-a." 

Having  walked  about  ten  English  mileB^ 
icanie  to  the  town  of  Wenertborg,  which,  at 
ibU  time,  presented  a  most  lamentable  spectade^ 
h  had  been  burnt  down  about  four  months 
previously,'  by  an  accidental  conflagratioui  and, 
is  all  db  bouses  were  of  wood,  the  fire  had 
been  rapidly  carried  over  every  part  of  the 
town,  of  which  a  very  small  portion  remained 
unconsumed.  Blackened  heaps  of  ruins  met 
the  eye  in  every  direction,  whilst  here  and  there 
a  few  yards  of  brick  wall,  and  now  and  then 
a.  solitary  chimney,  stood  conspicuous.  In  the 
aadst  of  this  scene  of  desolation  the  church 
ssmained  untouched ;  it  seemed  as  though  the 
remorseless  flames  had  been  repelled  by  the 
holiness  of  the  spot,  for  they  had  approached  h 
on  every  side,  and  yet  passed  by  without  daring 
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to  injure.  The  scathed  trunks  were  vniblb  of 
trees  which  had  lost  all  their  branches;  ktii. 
silence  and  horror  rdgned  undisturbed  in  tfaia 
their  city  of  ruin  and  ashes.  In  the  outddrto 
c^  the  town  scmie  houses  had  been  already 
re^ored,  and  others  were  then  being  erected. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  shipping  on  th^ 
Lake  Wenern^  and  the  lake  itself,  from  ii^ 
great  extent,  and  the  tumult  of  its  wares,  lias 
the  aj^arance  of  a  sea.  They  who  travel 
through  Wenersborg  generally  pass  thence  to 
Uddervalla,  a  town  lying  to  the  north-west  of  it, 
and  thither  also  I  had  thought  tO'  go,  but 
ha{q>ened  to  mistake  the  roa<L  and  went  in  a 
north-east  direction  towards  Almar,  near  th6 
head  of  the  lake. 

The  scenery  on  the  borders  of  this  lake  it 
neither  grand  nor  beaotifiil ;  it  generally  consists 
of  low,  round,  greyish  rocks,  which  have  not 
height  enough  to  be  imposing,  nor  variety  %o 
vn  be  picturesque :  it  is,  for  the  most  part,  a  dreary 

and  cheerless  prospect  % 


Digitized 


by  Google 


THE;  VQRTH  OF  BV&OPE.  iS9 

,^  As  I  had  Qo  partieular  object  in  view^  i  loil 
aoaj  ^ayi  (a  misfortui^  that  usually  happemdl 
j^nfery  day,)  with  the  greatest  indifiereoce.  As 
evemng  came  on,  however,  I  began  to  thtak 
that  supper  and  shelter  would  not  be  unwelcome; 
and  it  was  with  considerable  satis&ction  that  I 
a^  length  discovered  a  village,  lying  about  half 
^  inile  distant  on  the  left  of  the  road.  / 

,  As  I  approached,  it  being  then  dusk,  ) 
Ib^ld  a  man  of  better  appearance  than  the 
boors  of  the  country,  striding  across  a  fi^ 
that  adjoined  the  lane  along  which  I  was  adif 
vaocing ;  and,  in  spite  of  the  forbidding  aspect 
^f  a  huge  pair  of  mustachios,  I  ventured  -,  to 
address  him  in  English  and  a  language  that 
was  meant  to  be  Swedish,  and  made  him  com* 
l^ehend  that  I  was  in  search  of  an  inn,  and 
bedt  and  supper.  Understanding  him  to  answer 
that  he  would  show  me  a  house  where  I  could 
b^  aeeoinmodated,  I  accompanied  him  through 
t^  village,  which  j^eemed  to  be  a  miserable 
place,  until,  at  a  little  distance  beyond  its  limitSj 
o3 
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ire  reaehi^  a  comfortible  dwetting  of  briek^ 
that  in  our  own  country  might  be  sappoeed 
(o  belong  to  a  subetantial  farmer.  Tlie  entranee 
to  the  house  had  fdding  doors,  one  of  which 
hq>pened  to  be  already  open,  but. my  goide 
stepped  forward  and  threw  wide  the  other,  as  a 
tol^eui  it  seemed,  of  hospitality  and  welootaie. 
We  entered,  and  proceeded  through  a  passage 
into  a  large  room,  where  my  conductor  shook 
me  warmly  by  the  hand,  took  my  staff,  and 
remoTed  the  knapsack  from  toy  back.  In  my 
stupidity,  I  conceived  that  the  house  was  ah 
inn,  and  that  my  guide,  having  now  performed 
his  promise,  was  about  to  take  his  departure, 
I  therefore  mustered  the  whole  force  of  my 
Swedish  learning,  and  returned  him  very  sincere 
thanks  for  his  politeness,  and  wished  him  a 
good  evening.  He  did  not  depart,  but  made 
a  lohg  speech  in  reply,  of  which  I  cotild  not 
understand  a  syllable;  he  concluded,  however, 
with  laying  down  his  cap,  which  he  held  in 
hand,  and  soon  afterwards  left  the  room  ''on 
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ifespitaVle  thoughts  intent."  I  now  auppoied 
rbkm  to  be  the  landlord^  and  hastily  ran  after 
him,  desiring  him  to  let  me  have  qftenmaad 
^itp^r)  as  speedily  as  possible.  He  smiled, 
g^ve  me  a  friendly  slap  on  the  back  (a  frequent 
salutation  in  Sweden),  and  answered,  ''Yaw! 
yaw!" 

IJpon  his  return,  which  was  not  long  delayed, 
A  wocban  servant  brought  in  a  couple  of  meer- 
^haums,  a  bottle  of  corn-brandy,  and  two  very 
small  wine  glasses.  I  can  smoke  a  c^r  in  case 
pf  n^ed,  but  to  a  pipe  of  any  description  I  have 
very  strong  objections;  I  therefore  carried  with 
Bie  a  few  of  the  former  to  be  ready  for  an 
emergency,  and  now  entered  into  action  with  as 
much  zeal  as  could  reasonably  be  expected  from 
an  hungry  man.  The  brandy  of  Sweden,  which 
18  almost  the  only  liquor  drunk,  is  of  the  com- 
plexion of  Irish  whisky,  and  a  very  powerful 
spirit  Almost  every  house  contains  a  private 
«tiU^  and  the  lower  classes  in  particular  are 
given  to  excessive  indulgence  in  this  favourite 
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pdftatian ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  ^at  their  nqatlUt 
9nd  miserable  ai^pearaoce  is  entirely  owing  to 
their  constant  debancheriev.  The  snperkur  nMain 
ire  nore  temperate,  and,  indeed,  I  have  seierd 
tknes  had  occasion  to  be  surprised  at  their 
abstinence* 

I  now  discovered  that  my  host  knew  a  Htde 
of  French,  and  that  he  was  not  an  innkeep^^ 
but  in  fiict  a  private  gentleman,  and  an  ofBcer  in 
the  militia^  After  a  short  dme  the  tabks  were 
kid  ibr  supper;  and  the  com^brandy  was  re^ 
moved  to  a  side-table,  on  which  were  also  {daced 
k»read,  butter,  and  cheese.  These  articles^  I 
found  out  afterwards^  begin  every  repast^  aaid 
are  either  eaten,  standing,  at  a  side-table,  or 
in  an  ante-room  to  the  6alle  a  moMger,  but 
most  commonly  in  the  same  apartment.  A 
small  quantity  of  brandy  (which  is  never  dronii 
diluted)  is  taken  after  the  bread  and  cheese; 
Uiis  done,  the  parties  sit  down  to  the  principal 
business  of  the  hour.  My  entertainer  was  a 
man   of  about   thirty^  a  strappii^,    handsome 
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'*f  oppomte  to  hitn  sat  Inar  ikther,  who 
entered  die  room  at  supper-tkneyafiae,  d^nified, 
▼itaefafale  man.  It  was  pleasing  to  watdi  the 
tespeetful  attention  with  whidi  the  son  waited 
on  die  parent  I  describe  this  evening's  enta* 
tainment  with  some  minuteness,  because  -  the 
scene  was  novel,  and  afterwards  I  obsenred 
such  matlers  with  less  attention.  Unlike  the 
custom  of  most  European  countries,  all  the 
di^s^were  pidced  at  once  on  the  board.  We 
hegan  with  boiled-  eggs,  of  which  the  Swedes 
ate  two  a  {ueee,  and  seemed  not  very  weU 
pleased  that  I  did  not  likewise.  I  made  another 
iBBtake,  too ;  the  second  dish  was  ^  one  that  I 
have  before  treated  of,  consisting  of  slices  of 
sadsage  and  egg  pudding :  now  I  happened  to 
have  set  my  affections  on  something  else,  and 
rather  slighted  this  compound,  but  the  host 
contmued  to  hold  the  dish  to  me  with  a  sur^ 
prised  md  half*displeased  look,  notwithstaniMng 
my  bows  of  negation ;  and  I  began  to  compre^ 
bend  tiiat  I  was  expected  to  eat  of  every  thitqf 
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at  the  tabie,  and  theveltre  aciaeded  U>  Im  w^ 
Ireatba  wkhoui  further  reaistanoe.  Although  I 
had  canceired  my  appetite  to  be  this  eviwng 
of  na  ordinary  measure^  yet  I  made  but.a  poor 
•diiplay  by  the  side  of  the  stout-hearted  Swedfia^ 
ivho  seemed  to  haTe  endured  the  mortification  of 
a^wedcfa  fiist,  and  now  repaid  themselves  by.  the 
most  severe  assaults  on  an  unfortimate  sucUfig^ 
pig  and  other  delicacies  with  which  ihe  tiJ^le 
was  stored.  Indeed,  when  the  remains  were  at 
length  allowed  to  efiect  their  retreat  from  the 
room,  my  finends  pursued  them  to  the  doof 
with  stem  glances,  that  seemed  to  say  tfiey 
were  not  quite  satisfied  with  having  let  them 
off  so  cheikply.  In  the  middle  of  supper^  milk 
was  handed  round  in  tumUer  glasses,  and  was 
the  only  beverage  introducedi  except  the  corn- 
brandy,  of  which  we  each  took  another, g)«i|s 
when  the  suf^r  was  concluded.  After  that  we 
rose^  and  each  carried  off  his  chair  to  the  wall 
behind  him,  and  then  returned  towards  the 
labkt,  apd  bow^d  to  his  neighbours  with  the 
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greatest  ^te  «id'  sotemnity *  This  is  Ae  usutl 
iioib^  of  conclading  a*  msal  when  a  (Mmiiger^is 
present ;  when  by  themseWes,  of  course,  they  aste 
Mt  BO  csremonious,  though  every  one  walks  off 
w^  his  chair. 

"  After  we  had  smoked  a  short  time,  and  enter- 
tdned:  onrsdve»  with  a  discourse  that  was  some* 
tiaieS  intelligible  and  soraedmes  not,  the  young 
num  sffose,  laid  down  his  pipe,  and  seized  the 
two  eilver  oandlesticks,  and,  bowing  poSte}^, 
prec^Hded  me  to  my  apartment,  leaving  his  poor 
dld^fa&er  to  amuse  himself  as  he  might  in  the 
dark.  When  we  reached  the  room  intended  for 
niy  repose,  he  shook  me  cordially  by  the  hand, 
wished  me  good  night,  and  retu^d,  leaving 
both  the  candles  behind  him.  The  room  was 
ffotn  enou^  in  regard  to  furniture,  but  con-^ 
tained  a  comfortable  bed,  with  clean  sheets,  and, 
as  is  common  even  with  the  poorest  householder 
both  in  Sweden  and  Norway,  a  warm  down^ 
feather  bed  above  and  below.  This  custom  of 
having  a  feather-bed  instead  of  a  bladcet  aliiove 
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yoU|  k  common  eoough  in  Geriiyuiy»  aod.i?^ 
very  agreeable  in  cold  weather,  but  in  ai(d  jb^ 
intolerable* 

On  tlie  dressing-table  was  placed  a  ji%  of 
mdk  for  my  refreshment  during  tfaehight*  Th^ 
nwl  morning  I  was  awakened^  soon  after  fiy^. 
o*ieloek>  by  the  entrance  of  a  young  girl  wiib^ 
coffee  and  a  kind  of  crisp  cake  or  bread,  twi^ 
baked,  not  unlike  Our  rusks  (I  believe  they  are 
called).  This  custom  (d  taking  cofl^  before 
we  rise  is  also  frequent  in  Germany  and  th^ 
Netherlands.  In  the  present  instance  I  tooki^ 
into  my  head  that  I  should  be  eicpected  to^ 
resume  my  journey  as  soon  as  I  had  swallowecfe 
the  coffee ;  and  haTing  desired .  the  damsel .  to  aet: 
down  the  things  and  betake  herself  out  of  the 
room,  I  reared  my  reluctant  limbs  from  the  %q(^ 
bed,  and  set  about  enrobing  myself;  all  th^  titm 
complaining  bitterly  of  the  inhospitality  of  the 
Sweites. 

There  was  not.  so  much  coflfee  but  that  L 
despatched   it   without   the   dightest  inoouY^ 
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liieiice'}  aad  'the  nrilk  and  the  bread  also  $baii^ 
the  san^e  fate;  and  then^  having  nothing  to  do 
but  grumble  at  the  lightness  of  the  meal,  I 
desoenided  the  8tan*Sy  and  in  no  very  cheerful 
biimour  entered  the  room  we  had  occupied  th« 
preee^ng '  evening.  Here  I  found  my  host 
j^meiiading,  with  his  eternal  pipe  in  his  moutfar 
liMlie  could  not  induce  me  to  join  him  in  hid 
oo^pationy  and  I  was  meditating  a  farewell 
8{>eei;h,  and  debating  whether  I  ought  to  oSsi 
hhs^  any  money  for  my  night's  entertainiiient, 
wfaeii  the  door  opened,  and  another  supply  of 
cefiee  and  cakes  and  milk  made  its  appearance. 
I  now  began  to  think  that  I  should  be  able  tO! 
nake  a  breakfast  a:t  last,  and  accordin^y  drank 
up  my  fair  share  of  the  milk  and  coffee,  and 
devou^!^  more  than  my  share  of  the  bread,  with 
as  little  ceremony  as  was  consistent  with  polite* 
ness.  The  truth  is,  a  man  travelling  on  foot 
through  Sweden  or  Norway  does  not  know 
where  or  when  he  may  make  his  next  meal, 
and  therefore  if  he  be  a  person  of  discretion, 
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he-i  hys  in  as  uioch  as  be  possibly  can  sttMr 
away  wheoftver  be  has  it  in  his  power.  I  was, 
however,  greatly  surprised  to.  observe  the  abiti^ 
nenee  of  my  friend,  who  drank  but  little  and 
sesrcely  ate  any  thing;  and  concluded  that  he 
never  eat  but  twice  in  the  day,  at  dinner  and 
fttf^wr^  when  he  doubtless  recompensed  himsetf 
for  the  mortifications  of  the  morning.  Although 
I  compassionated  the  severity  of  his  discipline, 
I  did  not  fail  to  profit  by  it,  inasmuch  as  I  ate 
up  his  share  of  the  viands;  and  thede  being 
aH  ediausted,  and  no  more  apparently  foith^ 
coming,  I  rose,  from  table,  took  my  knapsadt 
and  staff,  and  commenced  my  farewell  diseonrde, 
which,  however,  my  friend  interrupted  by  ofe« 
serving,  with  a  surprised  air,  that  1  surely  did^ 
not  mean  to  leave  his  house  before  breal^ist! 
I  endeavoured  to  explain,  by  saying  that  V 
thought  I  had  breakfasted  twice  already,  but 
U»t  if  such  were  not  the  case,  I  was  wilUng  tcf 
make  a  third  essay,  being  resolved  never,  eitfier 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  violate  the  established 
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.#ti^itlft;of  ^  country  in  which  I  sojourned. 
Jbis  matter  being  settled  to  our  mutual  8ati»> 
fa/ctiififki  ve  bad  recourse  to  the  pipe  and  cigar 
)o  .wbik  away  the  few  minutes  ibat  intervened. 
hefaae  the,  domestic^  appeared  lo  prepare  the 
latdes  for  the  grand  meal  of  the  morning. 
This  coiyummation  soon  iMnived^.the  side-table 
^%tip.  afforded  its  display  oi  bread  and  dieese 
91^4  opi^-brwdy,  and  upon  those  we  again 
QfnpB^es^cei  operations.  The  sire  now  made  his 
reqipearanc^^  and  was  welcomed  with  mudi 
E^ppeet  by  his  son.  The  breakfiist,  or,  as  it  is 
qiji^  the  /rukost — a  word  that  bears  some 
analogy  to  the  Getman — ^was  very  similar  to  the 
Slipper  of  the  pteceding  evening.  After  the 
brandy  and  bread  and  cheese,  we  proceeded  to 
discDUss  the  boiled  eg|^ ;  after  them  the  slices 
of  sansage  and  its  egg  accompaniment;  then 
we  had  a  sp^ies  of  pancake  about  the  size  of 
a,crown-piece,  which  was  very  good ;  then  some 
kind  .of  meat,  whi^  my  utmost  complacency 
cp«ftkl  npt.  pecsuade  my  jaded  appetite  to  attack ; 
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niid  lastly,  another  roast  pig!  We  had  fresll 
milk  to  drink,  as  formerly;  and  I  ought  to 
tAjierve  that  we  had  also  both  the  thin  exedrable 
bread  of  the  country,  and  some  of  h  sup^or 
cotnpdsiUon,  to  which  latter  I  confined  myself. 
Lotig  before  the  frukoit  was  concluded,  I  wa^ 
obliged  to  acknowledge  that  I  had  been  coia^ 
pletely  outmanoeuvred  by  my  friends,  who  had 
judidously  saved  themselves  for  this  imp^rtftnl 
ioioiiient,  whilst  my  vigour  had  been  pr^itf 
'  nearly  exhausted  by  previous  efibrts.  My  feebfe 
«iid,  however,  was  scarcely  required  by  my 
companions,  who  did  not  fail  to  take  ample 
revenge  on  the  pig  of  to-day  for  the  early 
secession  of  his  predecessor  last  night. 

I  believe  the  young  Swede  was  a  married 
man,  for  I  heard  occasionally  the  squalling  of 
children,  that  issued  from  some  remote  regioh 
of  the  house ;  but  they  did  not  make  themselv^ 
otherwise  manifest.  His  wife  was,  no  doubt,  iti 
her  peculiar  province — the  kitchen ;  for  the 
Swedish  ladies  seldom  show  themselves  in  the 
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parlour,    unless    there    happen    to   be  female 
visitors. 

> ,  I  bad  brought  with  me  from  England  a  few 
engravings^  taken  from  the  Annuals  and  other 
worksi  for  the  purpose  of  presents,  as  I  con- 
ipebed  they  would  not  be  unacceptable  in  places 
where  such  things  were,  perhaps,  never  befim 
9een*  Before  parting  with  my  host,  I  gave  hhn 
two  or  three  of  these;  on  the  back  of  one  of 
which  I  wrote  a  few  sentences  in  Latin,  expres- 
sive of  my  sense  of  the  kindness  and  hospitaKty 
I  had  met  with  at  Dykalla,  the  name,  of  the 
place.  He  did  not  appear  to  be  much  struek 
mtk  the  engravings  (though  gratified  by  the 
present),,  and  stuck  them  within  the  frames  of 
some  old  family  portraits  that  adorned  the  room* 
We  parted  with  some  concern,  my  host  taking 
me  a  short  distance  on  the  road,  and  thta 
sending  me  on  under  the  guidance  of  a  young 
girl  for  several  miles  across  a  cultivated  country, 
that  contained  no  regular  track,  until  I  reached 
jk  In^  road  which  was  to  conduct  me  to  a  place 
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CHAPTER  X. 


BECKER  FOSS. 


The  country  through  which  I  passed  between 
Dykalla  and  Becker  Foss  is  generally  flat ;  but 
there  are  occasionally  high  rocksi  and  extensive 
fdrests  of  pine  and  fir.  Every  person  of  whom 
I  inquired  the  way^  asked  if  I  were  an  English- 
man, and  always  added,  with  smiles  and  gratu- 
lations,  that  my  countrymen  were  not  far  distant ; 
indeed  they  seemed  to  take  so  much  interest 
in  my  joumey,  that  I  had  frequently  great 
dijfficulty  in  breaking  away  from  them,  without 
treating  their  kind   solicitude  with   rudeness — 
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tfadr  condueli  though  many  shrewd  iuspldMs 
as  to  the  honesty  of  their  intentions  we^  passing 
through  my  mind.  Fancy  was  busy  widi  her 
whispers  about  unscrupulous  cut-throats,  die 
loneliness  of  the  plaoci  and  the  perfect  seeuiity 
'from  earihly  punishment  with  which  any  attad^ 
on  my  life  would  be  attended.  But  these  con- 
siderations did  not  affect  me  with  much  concern, 
and  only  caused  me  to  waitch  a  Ittde  moreatfeen* 
tively  die  motions  of  my  companions.  At  last, 
they  both  approached  the  spot  where  I  sal;  and 
addressed  me  together  in  a  very  earnest  toiiei 
frequently  turning  about,  and  pointing  to  die 
window,  and  using  all  manner  of  gesticulations, 
I  began  to  comprehend  that  diey  wanted  me  to 
leave  the  house,  and  go  to  another,  a  sh<nrt 
distance  ofl^  where,  I  imderstood  diem  to  say,  I 
could  have  a  good  l>ed,  which  I  need  not  expect 
where  I  then  was.  Now,  whatever  I  expected 
in  my  present  situation,  I  thought  it  very  pro- 
baUe  diat  my  honest  advisers  meant  to  waylay 
me  in  die  dark,  when  I  could  not  see  to  defend 
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-^mUffi^Uf  as;  I  iffundered  in  seiilrch  of  this  nev 
rinhren ;  mid  I  r^solyied  to  remain  where  I  was, 
foit,  fto  long,  as  thcire  was  light,  and  I  had  my 
fJBtola  and  good  oudgel  within  graap,  I  did  not 
vidiie  .their  hostility  a  rush ;  and  I  w{ts  the  more 
fixed  in  my  j^urpose  by  hearing  the  nun  paiter 
i^Bsl  the  windoVy  and  &<m  being  wholly 
ignotant'of  the  ctistance  and  position  of  the 
botiae  to  which  I  war  direeted.  I  therefore 
idnitinately  refused  to  stir,  and  frequently  re- 
-  peated  that  nothing  whatever  should  induce  me* 
The  fiercer  I  looked,  and  the  more  angry  I 
imzedj  sifll  more  eager  became  the  gesticulations 
of  the  Swedes,  who  jabbered  and  danced  about 
the  room^  in  extremity  at  not  being  able  to 
make  themgelres  understood,  and  ran  to  the 
door  and  the  window,  and  back  again,  and  then 
to  the  kitchen,  and  returning  eontmued  their 
anmteHigible  ezplainadons.  For  my  part,  I 
idanted  my  chair  beside  the  stove,  with  the  most 
.obstinate. resolution  to  be  convinced  by  no  argu- 
ments, however  dloquent,  and  turned^  therefore, 
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a  &af  etr  to  aU  die  suggealiBoa  of  tty^<»liffy 
aad  yiUanotts  fees.  At  last,  I  heard  ^  4>iA«» 
door  of  the  house  open  and  shot,  and  tbe  tUt) 
Swedes  instantly  rushed  from  the  room;  nowl 
I  tboij^hti  diey  are  joined  bytheir  assodatiKsj 
and  ray  hour  is  eorae.  Well,  so  be  it ;  I  lAve 
lived  long  though  to  know  tfiat  there  is  lalf^Mn^ 
worth  living  fwt  in  this  world;  and  yet  the 
rasoals  sbidl  not  daugltor  me  without  an  effi^)Fl-^' 
so  I  drew  forth  ray:  pistols,  codced  them,  and  tat 
ready.  .  ; 

:  In  a  few  moments,  to.  my  nnutterable  astontsh- 
ment,  I  beheld  the  girl  who  had  previotrsly 
waited  on  me  enter  Ae  room  with  a  large  di^ 
of  milk  in  her  hands;  the  two  c^Scers  were 
actually  assisting  her  to  bear  it  in,  one  oh  either 
side,  thdr  feces  sparkling  with  hospitable  joy, 
and  chatteHng  invitations  and  congratulationff 
in  the  most  eager  and  |inintelligible  inanner* 
Whilst  I  sat  9tupified  with  surprise,  and  ready 
to  die  with  confusion  and  chagrin,  ray  finendsr 
hurrie4  away  again  to  bring  in  the  fresh  suppIy^ 
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^#gg»wt^baemi;  and  in  their  abaeno^  I  ftknk 
mT  fifAitla  back  again  -  into  my  pocket.  Tli^ 
fm^'SHpper,  as  in  earHer  ages  it  would  haire 
faa€»  ealleds  was  now  j^hced  on  the  tables  and 
th^  Swedes  were  busy  inviting  toe  to  pnrtake 
«£iti  Heaves!  tb»t  I  should  have  been  guilty 
of  Hindi*  deep  injustice  towards  them.  I  was 
oevBrwhelmed  wttli  shame ;  and  apfvoachingj 
shook  eaeh  oC  my  firimds  by  the  hand^  and 
A^adb^ed  tbem  with  ail  the  wanitth  of  gratttude* 
I  sat  down  to  this  second  meai  with  very  uncoffifi^ 
fcKTtable  fieeKo^,  but  fortunately  my  appetite  was 
of  that .  deacriptioD  which  divided,  in  sOme 
d^ee,  the  vidence  of  my  reflections ;  and  when 
I^^igfdn  looked  up  I  found  that  I  was  alone  in 
th^  room.  , 

The  mysteriouef  passages  of  the  above  scene 
i^ay  be  cleared  up  by  saiyingy  that  the  officers, 
by  their  anxious  manner  and  extraorcSnary 
ges^iies,  meant  only  to  tell  me  that  there  was 
n€[.more  milk  in  the  house,  and  that  a  ^rl  was 
swt  to.  the  next  cottage,  a  good  space  distant, 
i3 
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to  procure  a  fresh  supply;  perceiving  that  I 
misunderstood  them,  their  anxiety  to  explain 
was  increased*  and  only  added  to  the  confusion. 

The  place  where  this  incident  occurred  is 
called,  I  believe,  Rafimarken. 

Soon  after  supper,  I  removed  to  the  room 
I  had  first  occupied,  where  I  found  a  cheerful 
fire  blazing  in  the  stove,  and  the  bed  ready 
prepared  for  my  reception.  The  accommodation 
in  this  respect  was  not  great,  there  being  cmly 
a  feather-bed,  bolster,  and  counterpane,  and  not 
any  sheets,  &o.  Reversing  the  recdved  order 
of  things,  I  lay  down  upon  the  counterpane, 
and  covering  myself  with  the  &athep-bed, 
enjoyed  a  warm  and  refreshing  sleep,  that  enabled 
me  next  morning  to  thank  my  Maker  with  a 
grateful  heart,  and  prepare  with  careless  qvirits 
and  reinvigorated  limbs  to  encounter  whatever 
adventures  might  befiil. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

MAN. 

The  next  morning  the  girl,  having  first 
%hiea  iny  fire,  served  me  with  a  breakfast  of 
floashed  potatoes,  milk,  and  bacon;  and  now 
feelmg  equal  to  anj  undertaking,  I  once  more 
shouldered  my  knapsack,  and  demanded — "  Vhaad 
at  betaala  ?"  (What's  to  pay>.  The  girl  laughed, 
and  ran  away ;  and  I,  fancying  she  was  laughing 
(a  common  occurrence)  at  my  elegant  Swedish, 
remained  some  time  pondering  on  the  circum- 
stance, and  then  went  in  search  of  the  hostess. 
This  lady  was  superior  in  mind  to  her  personal 
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appearaaee  and  dress,  aad  when  I  repeated  to 
her  the  questioBi  drew  back  with  some  baughtb- 
ness,  and  replied,  that  **  there  was  nothing  to 
pay."    Much  surprised,  I  begged  her  to  accept 
something  as  a  present,  but  she  refused,  though 
with  much  courtesy  of  manner.     Smitten  to  the 
heart  with  shame  and  concern  at  the  recolkction 
of  the  trouble  I  had  caused,  and  the  hospitality 
I  had  seemed  to  demand,    I  shook  my  kind 
hostess,  and  all  her  &mily,  by  the  hand,  with 
many  thanks  and  good  wishes,  and  was  about 
setting  forth,  when  the  two  officers  joined  the 
group ;  one  bade  me  adieu  with  great  cordiality, 
and  the  other  insisted  on  being  permitted  to 
put  me  into  the  right  way— « i»ece  of  kindnesa 
that  I  objected  to  strongly ;  but  he  was  obstinate, 
and,  in  fine,  accompanied  me  over   a  desert 
waste,  a  distance  of  four  or  five  miles;   then 
found  me  a  guide  in  the  shape  of  a  cottager^ 
and  bade  me  &rewell  with  every  appearance  of 
coppem; 
In  looking  at  the  character:  of  the  SwecUsh 
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oathmi  I  am  fraqoendy  recalled  to  die  aydeiit*^ 
speeulatioDS  of  youth,  when  I  loved  to  dwell  on' 
the  pomble  greatness  and  dignity  to  whkh  the* 
homiai  annd  might  attain,  as  a  spark  of  imm6rtal 
Ught.  We  may  rwak  that  nation  high  in:  the 
scale  of  humanity,  in  which  we  discover  since* 
rityi  simpUcity,  generosity  and  benevolence,  to 
b^  the  prevailing-  characteristics — tor  these  are 
the  princiiml.  ingredients  of  greatness;  .  The 
jSw^s  are  essentially,  in  the  fullest  sense  of 
that  comprehensive  word,  an  honest  people,  and 
we  know  that-— 

"  An  honest  man's  the  hoblest  work  of  Ood." 

I  repeat  this  line,  although  it  be  so  hackneyed, 
in  defiance  of  those  modern  critics,  who,  in  the 
plenitude  of  their  ignorance  and  insolence,  have 
ventured  to  deny  its  truth.  They  preteiid  that 
genius,  generosity,  intellectual  superiority,  and 
other  refined  or  exalted  properties  of  the  mind, 
are  much  nobler  works  of  God  than  mere 
honesty ;  though  they  perceive  genius  to  be  so 
<^n  disfigured    by  viccj    and   generosity   by 
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fa^wtice,  Th»e  profbund  Meplks  void  -fcipt 
with  sa  literal  an  eye  duit  they  believe  he  meai^ 
0^  by  an  *'hau$t  wum/*  one  duit  heepf  Mi 
hands  from  {nddng  and  ateaHngf  who  ladgilt 
be  entruBted  to  carry  a  bag  of  gold  flrom  Londdft 
to  liferpooU  without  fear  of  his  taking  it  <3^  Id 
ABerica« 

He  that .  is  an  hcmest  man,  accordfe^  iS 
Pope's  meaningi  is  indeed  the  noblest  of  God^^ 
Creatures;  of  pei^sot  uprightness  of  life,  sound* 
ness  of  principle,  and  freedom  from  selfishness; 
Trudi,  "  sanctitude,  severe  and  pure,**  are  appa- 
rent in  the  loftiness  of  his  conduct;  the  con- 
sciousness of  internal  purity  ^ves  d^nity  to 
his  every  action;  simplicity  and  singleness  of 
heart  are  his  un&ding  omamentSi  whilst  true 
greatness  sheds  its  lu^re  over  the  abode  ct 
unsullied  virtue  and  holiness. 

Let  us  dwell  a  little  longer  on  greaisiess  of 
character^  for  the  time  will  not  be  mispent  which 
is  given  to  such  contemplations.  To  acquire 
that  elevation  of  thought  and  loftiness  of  conduct. 
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m\Aiii  j^  Ae.  highest  attammenta  of  haman 
fOiP^eM^  )9  the  study  of  va/my,  and  their  poa«> 
pfMiskm  the.  distinction  of  some ;  why  should  net 
iivr  ^o  atrug^  to  be  equally  iUustrious  ?  The 
mother,  of  Qreatness  is  Purityi  and  her  ofisfwing 
rfsembles.  herself.  True  greatness  regards  not 
self-interest;  despises  alike  temporal  prosperity 
imd  tc^q^ral  evil;  though  lofty^  is  yet  humble; 
^i^b  pawerf^d,  temparate ;  though  in  sonroir, 
p^ti^  and  enduring*  Capable  of  conversing  in 
sdUude  with  the  Most  H%h|  it  yet  does  not 
cBsdain  the  en^ments  of  social  intercourse^  nor 
refiises  to  melt  into  the  tendemeos  of  graceftil 
i^fiection.  Whilst  it  fires  with  mdignation  at  the 
Bight  of  oppression  and  injustice,  it  can  stoop 
with  anxious  solicitude  to  raise  up  the  broken  in 
spirit,  and  cheer  and  comfort  him  who  is  aban* 
doned  by  the  world  or  by  himself.  This  is  true 
greatness,^ — and  in  what  does  it  differ  firom 
Christianity? 

*  Quinctilittn  asserts  thtt  none  <Min  be  a  g:ood  orator  who  is 
not  a  good  man.  None  indeed  can  be  a  great  who  is  not  alto 
a  good  man. 
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Few  terms  bare  been  so  frequently  miamppiiff^ 
as  greatness  of  mind.    How  often  are  we  told 
of  the  ''  great  mind "  of  an  Alexander    or  a 
Napoleon !    It  is  a  false  expression  that  gives 
rise  to  fidse  ideas.    The  latter  wanior*-^to  take 
the  more  familiar  example — possessed  a  littleness 
of  mind  truly  despicable.    That  he  had  a  power- 
ful/ a  transcendently  powerful   capadty,   wboi 
shall  deny  ?    But  where  was  the  lo%  thought^ 
the  purity  of  sentiment,  the  dignity  of  feeling  t 
Was  there  any  thing  in  any  one  of  his  many 
wonderful  actions  that  ever  bespoke  nobility  of 
soul  ?     Self-interest  was  his  only  motive  in  them 
all;   tjnranny  and  injustice  were  his  continual 
attendants,  and  his  principal  agents  duplicity  ai^ 
violence.     Let  us  not  say  that  he  possessed  a 
great  mind. 

Greatness  is  sel^m  the  attribute  of  kings, 
warriors,  or  statesmen.    Numa,  Lycurgus,  apdt 
Alfred,  were  perhaps  all  great  men;  but  they  have 
had  many  equals,  who  have  p»sed  to  theloaLb  ~ 
unknown  and  unrecorded.    In  my  wand^gs^ 
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I  6av6  learnt  that  greatness  of  character  is  com- 
padble  with  the  meanest  fortunes — that  the 
iithabita:nt  of  a  desert  may  be  possessed  of  the 
moist  exalted  magnanimity* 

I  have  found  in  at  least  ime  character,  loftiness 
(>f  lEDind,  rectitude  of  heart,  and  humility  of 
Spirit— ^ manly  dignity  and  manly  tenderness^ 
Pride,  vanity,  selfishness,  had  no  place  in  him. 
Kd  Mreaknesses  sank  him  to  the  level  of  the 
brutes,  no  sordid  feelings  alloyed  the  purity  of 
hifi^6oul ;  but  with  a  steady  mind,  endowed  with 
the  powers  of  reason  in  their  fullest  perfection, 
he  Wisdked  forth  in  his  native  land  in  the  highest 
majesty  of  Man. 

It  is  an  unhappy  mistake  which  prevails 
throughout  my  own  country,  that  our  excessive 
refinement  is  a  warrant  of  our  national  supe- 
ri(»ity.  That  refinement,  unfortunately,  extends 
onfy^  t6  frivolous  and  ceremonial  observances, 
aitd '  alters  the  dress  or  the  manner  without 
reforming  the  spirit.  '*  How  virtuous  shall  we 
be,*^  ex<^m8  the  admirable  Miss  Edgeworth, 
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V  when  we  have  no  name  tat  VieeT  We  aire 
fiurt  approachbg  that  golden  age;  andpeibqpB 
are  even  more  depraved  as  we  become  moe 
polished  and  fiistidious — fiir  steel  is  capable  of  a 
keener  edge  than  iron. ,  If  we  rejoice  thai  we 
have  thrown  aside  the  simple  manners  and  haUta 
of  the  Swede,  we  ought  to  lament  that  we  have 
also  lost  his  simplicity  of  heart.  I  do  not  wish 
men  to  mourn  over  the  increase  of  luxmries,  and 
the  progress  of  social  refinement,  but  Aat  these 
blessings  are  so  usually  accompanied  by  hardness 
of  heart,  self-sufficiency,  and  scornful  indififerenoe. 
Power,  and  riches,  and  adulation  may  cause  a 
man  to  carry 

*<  Pride  in  hii  port,  defiance  in  his  eye,'* 

without  inspiring  him  with  that  dignity  which  is 
the  consequence  of  virtue.  With  power,  and 
riches,  and  adulation  to  combat  against,  it  is 
indeed  dfflcult  to  retain  that  simplicity  and 
sincerity  of  heart,  without  which  there  caiinot  be 
true  greatness ;  but,  as  we  may  observe  that  in 
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Mm^  ^untriea  ^bore  ^Tilisaidon  and  refineaieiit 
iwre  l^sfi  extended  tbemselyes,  die  evil  passtons 
mai  the  debasement  of  human  nai»re  are  not  hat 
^onspicttOtts  or  leas  general  than  m  our  own;  m> 
me  5fiU  hope  that  a  l$nd  in  which  the  refinement 
lof .  ykfi  Is  somedm^s  made  its  eiocuse,  is  ncyt 
necessarily  forbidden  to  be  the  abode  alae  of 
|jrtu0:aiid  worth.  Thftt  aimi^dty  whieh  pride, 
and  arrogance,  add  passion  are  so  ready  to  drire 
^4m  the  world,  is  ebiefly  jHreserved  by,  and  is 
.Ih^. principal  attribiiite  of  the  christian  religion: 
w^re  therefore  it  prevftils,  and  is  sincerely 
prac^df  boUi  dignity  and  purity  will  also  be 
found.  There  was  one  man,  at  least,  who  saw 
fuUy  the  value  of  virtue,  and  whose  constant 
endeavour  was  to  acquire  it ;  and  few  have  better 
held  **  the  blameless  tenor  of  their  way"— he 
was  the  amiable  Layater*.  This  was  his  prayer, 
and  let  it  be  ours: — ^*  Give  me,  O  God!  the 
simplicity  of  a  child  with  the   vnadom    of  « 


I  will  not  say  much  more,  lest  I  weary — ^for  a 
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thousand  may  have  thought  what  I  aloud  hajrCi 
been  enthusiastic  enough  to  write.  I  would  6ift 
see  revived  that  loftiness  of  tone  which  tbe 
increasing  sordidness  of  mankind  seems  entirely 
to  have  banished  the  iTorld*  To  whom  can  W6 
now  apply  that  epithet  which  ancient  wrilenft 
tised  sometimes,  with  generous  enthusiasm^  10 
give  to  a  great  man  when  they  described  him  10 
be  ''  of  a  magnificent  temper  ?" 

Such,  in  Athensj  was  Aristides ;  such  Oatothe^ 
younger  in  Rome;  and,  in  our  own  country^ 
some  have  pretended  to  attribute  an  equal  ex-* 
cellence  to  Hampden ;  but  there  is  at  least  one. 
far  loftier  (who  fought  against  him) — the  greats ' 
the  good,  the  glorious  Lucius  Carey,  Viscount 
Falkland,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Newbury* 
He  was  indeed  a  great  man.  His  extensile 
learning,  his  perfect  knowledge  of  mankind  and 
of  himself,  the  sweetness  of  his  manners,  the 
goodness  of  his  heartj  the  elegance  and  refine- 
ment of  his  mind,  the  generosity  of  his  temp€r,^ 

*  His  enemies  accused  him  of  meanness. 
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i^  loftiness  of  his  thoughts,  and  the  simplicity 
and  kilegTity  of  hia  whole  life,  constitute  him  one 
of- the  greatest  and  noblest  characters  that  ever 
iNlorMd  the  world. 

'If  men  were  not  so  apt  to  forget  the  original 
pority  and  excellence  of  the  human  principle,  as 
m  eailABation  from  the  Divinity,  they  would 
not  study  so  constantly  to  degrade  it;  if. they 
would  only  remember  their  native  superiority, 
afti'^Riiking  and  responsible  beings,  and  what  is 
eaipected  from  them  as  such,  their  minutest 
actions  would  be  attended  with  a  dignity  that 
would  make  the  meanest  poverty  respectable, 
and  ]^ace  the  humblest  citizen  on  a  level  with 
the  proudest  conqueror: 

M  Ofttixnes  nothing  profits  more 

Than  self-esteem,  grounded  on  just  and  right, 
WeU  managed."* 

^I  shall  not  be  supposed  to  wish  more  ezten- 
siffily  propagated  that  spirit  of  pertness  and 
conceit  which  is  already  sufficiently  apparent 

*  HUton. 
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in  the  world,  nor  to  applaud  that  consciousness 
of  superiority  which  undervalues  all  those  by 
whom  it  is  surrounded.  It  is  an  unfortunate 
weakness  in  men  of  intellect)  that  they  almost 
always  underrate  the  intellect  of  others;  but 
the  ''self-esteem**  that  I  would  inculcate  must 
be  tempered  urith  humility,  and  seasoned  with 
piety.  I  do  not  advocate  the  cause  of  arrogahce 
and  self-sufficiency. 

He  who  is  ppssessed  of  that  superiority  which 
I  commend,  may  chance  to  pass  through  life 
unattended  by  the  trumpet  of  fame  or  the. shout 
of  the  rabblci  but  he  will  not  descend  to  &9 
tomb  unhonoured  or  unwept. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


THE  ^ORTH  OF  EUROPE.  191 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


WOMAN. 


The  Swedish  women  are  not  remarkable  for 
their  beauty.  In  Stockholm  and  Gottenburg 
there  may  be  a  few  pretty  girls^  as  also  in  the 
houses  of  the  wealthier  classes^  but  generally 
throughout  the  country  they  have  a  very  mise- 
rable and  squalid  appearance.  No  trifling  share 
of  manual  labour  falls  to  their  portion:  they 
work  constantly  in  the  fields ;  the  gardens  are 
entirely  cultivated  by  them^  and  thus  their  early 
and  continual  exposure  to  a  damp  and  chilly 
atmosphere  soon  destroys  the  natural  beauty  of 
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youth,  and  brings  on  many  diseases  that  subjeet 
them  to  premature  decay.  They  are  far  more 
industrious  than  the  men,  regulating  die  domestic 
economy  within  doors,  as  well  as  attending  to 
numerous  duties  without. 

The  value  of  woman  is  chiefly  disjdayed  in 
countries  like  Sweden,  where  men,  having  few 
intellectual  resources,  are  dependent  for  much 
of  their  happiness  on  the  attentions  of  others. 
Her  soothing  consolations  and  active  a£fectioa 
bodi  gratify  the  pride  and  humour  the  indolence 
of  man ;  the  tenderness  of  her  disposition,  and 
her  natural  quidcness  of  perception,  make  her 
^ver  alive  to  his  wants,  and  anxious  to  supply 
them,  and  teach  her  readily  to  acbqpt  her^etf  to 
his  more  rugged  temper.  Such  is  woman  by 
nature ;  and  the  cultivation  of  her  mind  is  die 
finish  of  her  character,  and  the  means  of  calling 
forth  the  most  graceful  qualities  with  which  she 
has  been  endowed.  The  female  mind  is  capable 
of  a  wonderful  degree  of  refinement ;  and  though, 
seldom  cultivated  to    that   exquisite  pitch    q{ 
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whidi  it  is  suscq^blci  it  presents  a  nbost  inte- 
lesting  and  beautifiil  subject  for  our  speculations. 
It  is  intrinsically  the  same  that  it  was  five 
hundred*  and  five  thousand  years  agO|  and^ 
whatever  new  hues  we  may  pretend  to  discover, 
they  are  those  only  which  have  been  induced 
by  the  peculiarity  of  circumstances,  and  the 
d^rent  systems  of  education.  It  is  an  arrogant 
assumption  to  declare  that  the  female  mind  is 
now  capable  of  a  h^her  degree  of  refinement 
than  in  the  days  of  Portia  or  Aspasia* — of 
Lady  Jane  Grey,  or  Rachel  Lady  Rtissell. 
Neither  men  or  women  are  formed,  even  at  this 
day,  of  more  than  ordinary  stuff,  though  the 
absurd  vanity  of  the  age,  in  its  idle  vapours 
concerning  the  progression  of  intellectual  powers, 
would  fain  persuade  us  t6  the  contrary.  The 
precocity  of  genius  in  in&nts  little  better  than 
bdbes  and  sucklings,  and  the  vast  development 
of  mind  in  almost  all  children  firom  the  age  of 


*  I  fpeak  not  of  the  mistress  of  Peride^  but  of  the  compa- 
nion of  Socrates. 

VOL.  I.  K 
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ten  to  fifteen^  are  looked  upon  as  wonderM 
arguments  by  your  modern  philosophers*    It  h 
with  great  deference  to  this  learned  sect'  tfalit 
I   venture    to    observe^    that   childroiy  vAien 
educated  at  all,  displayed  just  as  great  capaoi<ie£i5 
at  least,  three   hundred  '  years    ago.     In  the 
sixteenth  century,  when  learning  was  rery  assi- 
duously cultivated,  and  in    a   fiir   prbfounder 
degree  than  at  present,  there  was  scarcely  a 
nobleman's  son,    who,  in   the  variety  of 'htK 
exercises,  the,  number  of  acquired  languages, 
and  the  expansion  of  his  reasoning  powers,  wlCg 
not  fitr  superior  to  children  of  the  same  age  at 
the  present  day.     Boys  at  a  very  early  age 
were  well  grounded  in  the  classics, — the  best 
foundation  of  knowledge ;  and,  in  the  sixteenth 
and  seventeenth  centuries,  were  commonly  sent 
to  coHege  when  fifteen  years  old,  much  better 
prepared  than  the  precocious  geniuses  of  later 
times.    Nor  was  the  intellect  of  girls  at  all 
inferior  to  that  of  other  infants,  though  it  was 
not  then  so  generally  cultivated;  young  maidens 
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irf'Jwtby  howc^er^  frequently  received  an  educir- 
doA  that  called  forth  all  the  latent  energiea  of 
iditir  jUHsidsy  and  prove  them  to  have  beeil  no 
mMt  isferior  to  their  charitable  descendants. 
Jl(^  iJDQty  however,  rest  my  argument  on  Bishop 
dBoriiet's  serious  assertion  that  the  Princess 
BKsabeth  (good  Queen  Bess)  when  only  four 
fpi9XS  old  J  wrote  with  her  own  hand  a  letter  in 
iihe  Italian  language  to  Henry  the  Eighth,  or 
jQile  of  his  queens.  Neither  were  women  of 
ffftmifx  times  <one  whit  inferior  to  those  of  the 
^pgp0s^  generation,  in  beauty  of  feature,  grace* 
&lneis  of  person,  or  elegance  of  manner;  in 
^Y(S,  who  lived  I  know  not  how  many  thousand 
jfjdfffs  ago,  might  be  seen  (as  in  some  of  her 
dfwcendantfi^^ — 

^^  ,      ,      ,  "  Those  graceful  acts, 

Those  thousand  decenciesy  that  daily  flowed 
''"'•      FiTom  all  her  words  and  actions,  mixed  with  love 
^,.       And  street  compUance." 

lijt  I  believe  the  mind  to  be  now  much  the  same 

arit  was  even  in  those  days ;  disguised,  it  may 

bt^Au  some  measure  by  the  accumulated  dust  of 

k2 


;  Digitized  by  Google 


196  APTBRTVBBa  IN 

jWTBf  the  increased  variety  of  Mliea^  an4)  ^ 
peculiar  habits  of  the  age*  // 

Many  of  the  modern  school  of  phSosophywe 
iqpt  to  entertain  rery  high  ideas  of  the  supttribnity 
of  women  from  the  more  exiennve  ran^tifthar 
general  informationy  which  unfortoDatdy  -coA- 
monly  consists  of  a  slight  superficial  smattering 
of  knowledge,  that  instead  of  making  them  iMne 
worthy  of  esteem,  too  frequently  renders  thsfi 
conceited  and  ridiculous*  Do  not  thiid^i  lair 
ladies  I  that  I  wish  you  to  be  as  ignorant  aa  the 
slaves  of  an  Eastern  harem;  I  would  haye^you 
welNifformedt  but,  in  mercy,  don't  be  scienlifid# 

The  end  of  woman's  being  (suhserrientr  of 
course,  to  her  religious  duties)  is  to  inspire  Iqvis. 
I^t  her  recollect  that  it  is  not  vastnessi^f  lesfix- 
iogi  nor  brilliancy  of  wit,  nor  intellectual  si^ie- 
riority,  that  can  make  their  possessor  beloved ; 
but  amiableness  of  disposition*  sweetiikesS/^jaf 
temper^  nobleness  of  spirit,  and  richness  of  .ininil. 
« A  woman  may  have  much  mind,  andyet^ia  the 
cpnioB  of  a  member  (^  the  Mechanics!  Tiwtijtuttwi, 
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^  e^I  ¥6»y  ignorant  In  this  richness  of  nmid 
is  comprised  that  ddicacy  of  feehng  which  is 
iier -most  admirable  qmdity;  that  sensitive  ten- 
derness which  shrinks  firom  giving  pain;  diat 
wgaodfiid  disposition  which  watches,  to  gratify, 
4fae  wishes  of  othors ;  that  intuitive  conscionsness 
:o£  what  is  passing  m  the  breast  of  another, 
iM^lich  fluirks  the  highest  refinement  of.  the 
'^jUiiwers  of  perception,  and  winch  enables  a 
"WH»man  to  frame  her  manner  to  the  temper  with 
-^hiob  she  has  to  deal.  Her  qniek  penetration 
isniabtes  her  to  analyse  the  heart,  to  study  its 
closest  thoughts  and  most  carefully  hidden 
•mdtionsi  and  keenly  to  discriminate  those  feel- 
ingi  which  the  bluntness  of  man  too  commonly 
datdea  him  the  power  of  perceivii^»  These  are 
'tl|e  :p6w^s,  the  ornaments,  that  a  woman  ought 
lo'CoHivate;  these  give  a  depth  of  tone  and 
:4eeliiig,  a  histre  and  a  worth  that  make  her  of 
te  greater  value  Aan  if  dowered  with  die  weakh 
4tt  ficdconda*  With  this  ridmess  of  mind  she 
mM^  possess  a  heart  capable  of  the  tendeiest 
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and  most  endoring  afiection;  she  wiH  ctitthmte 
her  uttellect  with  ihe  soundest  wisdom,  and^  hf 
the  most  ratiomd  pursuits;  and  she  will  be  to 
him  whom  she  elevates  by  her  love,  not  mereljr 
a  beautiful  omamenty  but  one  who  will  dieer^ 
him  throu^  dfficulties,  support  him  uitdM' 
adversttyi  ad?ise  with  him  in  danger,  ami  be 
to  him,  through  life,  his  dearest  solace,  Itisf 
prt^undest  ddight,  and  his  most  intimate 
friend. 

I  have  not  over-estimated  the  capabilities  of' 
woman;  and  if  we  do  not  find  her  displaying 
these  gracefiil,  these  exquisite  charms,  we  must 
not  suppose  that  she  does  not  naturally  possess- 
them.   Such  is  the  frivolity  of  modem  education^ 
that  these  inestimable  treasures  are  biit  rareF^ 
brought  forth  from  the  mine  in  which  they  M 
buHed;  no  attempt  is  made  to  discover,  andl 
therefore  none  to  refine  them.    I  would  ptdfi^* 
women  as  Sophocles  said  he  represented  men  V^ 
such  as  they  ought  to  be,  not  such  as  they 
are. 
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.•Xl^e  i^  a  naliv^  dignity  about w^man  that. 
s|v  ought  always  to  preserve;  it  qommandsa^d 
v^iaim  respect,  M[itbout  which  Iq^  will  not  long, 
bi^j^esent  This  ctigoity  of  foeliog,  commutti- 
cated  to  her  manneir,  will  chf»ck  that  caieless 
flmJi^ity  which  is  but  too  commonly  attendant 
0^  wedded  \om^  and  whicht.  if  it  be  not  in  itself 
a  lyrmptom  of  decay,  is  very  certain  speedily  to 
ijppair  the  ipost  roosted  attachment.  For  this 
reason,  if  marriage  really  begin  with  sincere 
affection,  love  will  be  found  to  continue  much 
logger  with  the  higher  ranks,  where  the  forms  of 
cejjemopy  are  more  observed^  than  in  the  lower 
classes,  where  the  coarsest  iamiliarity  too 
speedily  intrudes.  It. is  true  that,  among  the 
laMeTf  habit  soon  supplies  the  place  of  love; 
the  narrow  idea^  and  limited  resources  of  the 
pg^es*  4iake  them  iancy  themselves  to  be 
efufintid  to  each  other's  comfort  and  welfiixe; 
ea^  has  duties  to  perform  tha$  are  necessary  to 
thw  mutual  enjoyments;  the  performance  of 
these  necessary  duties  keeps  up  a  kindly  feeling, 
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and  the  proq)ect  of  their  nou-perfcomii^  ^ 
viewed  with  much  pain;  and  thus*  die  appfm 
necessity  of  mutual  aid  draws  cloaej^  xpui 
them  the  chain  that  binds  them  tof  ether. ;  JP 
this  is  the  chain  of  expediency^  and  not  pf^lov 
There  is  none  of  that  de^»  unselfi^,  afieqtipaa4 
animating  interest  which  long  contii^ii^  ta  gjLc 
in  the  breasts  of  persons  of  more  refined ^s^; 
ments  and  habits.  It  was  to  guard  ngaij^  ^ 
love-destroying  progress*  of  a  too  speedy  Sm 
liarity  that  Lycurgus,  who  was  one  jQjf.  tl 
profoundest  judges  of  human  nature  ^t.<fv< 
ILvedj  instituted  a  law  that  no  husband  sbojiil 
during  the  first  year  of  his  marringe^  see  b 
yfik  in  the  day-time ;  by  this  means^  Love  ifi 
frequently  induced  to  stay  a  year  longer  than  I; 
would  otherwise  have  remaoned.  ., 

Whenever  I  contemplate  woman  in  her  pp; 
];)eiuitiful  colours,  my  thoughts  unavoic|ab|y  i^i 
to  aa  int^srestingy  though  painful  epoch  of  m 
life,  and  to  a  being  whom  I  must  ever  ej^i 
o^  of  the  most  perfect  of  her  sex.    I  was  jibox 
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firehty4!te  yetixs  of  age  when  I  became  ac- 
^^ifilted  with  Serena  Selby ;  and  I  could  not 
^dld  her  long  without  loving.  But  I  soon 
)b^d  that  her  heart  was  already  irrevocably 
browed  on  a  person  whom  I  then  esteemed  not 
«ttrm>ifthy  of  the  gift.  Charles  St.  Aubyn  was  a 
Inair  of  births  accomplishmentSi  and  thought,  and 
ap^red  to  be  deeply  attached  to  his  beautiful 
Mstress ;  but  I  never  regarded  him  without  an 
ititt^athy,  which  I  vainly  strove  to  subdue.  On 
Ills  part,  however,  he  early  seemed  to  wish  to 
fiaake  me  a  friend,  and  took  every  opportunity 
lo  assnre  me  of  his  esteem ;  whilst  Serena  also 
treated  me  with  the  greatest  frankness  and  con- 
IKfence.  Fool  that  I  was !  although  the  precipice 
Inui  so  apparent,  I  had  not  resolution  enough  to 
shun  it,  but,  in  that  dear  society  continued  to 
^ipistid  evenings  of  intoxicating  pleasure,  that 
Were  ever  succeeded  by  nights  of  agony  and 
^pdr.  But,  to  pass  quickly  over  these  scenes; 
T'^lwiBived  intelligence  one  morning  of  the 
IcfiUbt  Mr.  Selby's  entire  fortune ;  he  had  been 
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induced  to  guarantee  the  safety  of  voiBeexteBrive 
speculatioiii  which  had  proved  an  absohile 
failure,  and  now  was  compelled,  as  fiur '  as  tda 
means  would  permit,  to  make  good  its  loBsesi; 
and  thus  was  every  shilling  of  his  fbrtunt 
exhausted.  I  flew  instantly  to  Serena;  she 
was  cheerful,  though  serious.  '^  Yott  httm 
heard  of  our  ruin,"  she  said,  '^  and  you  do  not 
come,  I  am  sure,  like  many  others,  to  inquire 
only  of  its  truth.  It  is  indeed  certain  and 
unavoidable,  and  we  have  only  to  submit/'  A 
faint  smile  of  inconceivable  sweetness  seemed 
to  mock  the  half-subdued  sigh  with  which  she 
concluded.  ^^  My  dear  Miss  Selby  !**  I  eriod; 
nearly  distracted  with  love,  admiration,  and  itt^ 
expressible  concern,  "  would  to  God  that  t 
could  aid  you  !*'  She  laid  her  hand  gently  oil 
thy  arm,  and  the  touch  thrilled  to  my  heart,  and 
made  me  gasp  with  emotion.  **  I  know  it,*^  ahe 
said ;  *^  I  know  your  sincerity,  and  am  grateM 
for  it ;  but  be  not  so  vehement ;  we  could  not 
receive,  were  it  in  your   power  to  afford   n# 
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asmataiee^^nfwe .  omst  not  be*  dependent  &mn  oo 
mmauost  wlued  friends*  See/'  she  continu«df 
tntnkig  with  a  gay  sinile  to  a  workrtable  that 
stood /nigh,  ■'!  have  akeady  begua  with  this 
fim»  of  koe  to  do  something  towards  obtaining 
Mir  subflls^ce ;  besides*  you  know,  my  draw- 
mg^.  are  not  wholly  valuelessj  and  I  may  perhaps 
dosomeliiing  also  by  teaching  mu^"  I  sank 
m^  fti^bairi  groaning  with  anguish. ,  Just  then, 
St  Aubyn  entered  the  room.  "  Oh,  Serena!" 
)Ke  exQlaiined>  *^  I  am  distracted ;  we  are  indeed 
Utterly  lost"  *^  Say  not  so,  Charles,  we  shall 
Ml'  bQ,)rtch»  but  we  need  not  necessarily  be 
W^WPy-"  **  You  know  not  what  you  say,"  be 
if^irriiyptj^  impatiently,  **  we  are  utterly  ruined. 
I  agi, mad,. perfectly  mad."  He  strode  about  tbe 
fppm  p^^a  fran^  manner,  whilst  she  vainly  strove 
gh^^Q^b^e  and  console  him ;  suddenly,  with  an 
^Qgry.and  impatient  gesture  he  flung  himself 
l^itayj  and  lefl<  the  house.  Serena  ^ank  upon  a 
9§f^,  and  covered  her  face  with  her  hand,  whilst 
tbe  tears  Irickled  through  her  fingers.  My  heart 
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tras  bondng  with  nge»  and  racked  widi  a  dron^ 
saad  conflicting  emotions ;  but,  as  I  knew  bM 
how  to  act,  I  could  only  sympathize  with  mf 
eyes^  and  shed  some  silent  tears,  which  I  midgt 
strofe  to  repress.  Serena  had  risen  and  Ie&4he 
room  before  I  could  ofifer  a  word  of  consolatioia 
or  counsel.  .^ 

Afiairs  continued  thus  for  several  week*.  Tfa^ 
Selbys  retired  from  May-fair  to  Peatonville;  and 
I  never  heard  of  tfaehr  being  afterwards  troaUad 
with  any  of  their  former  acquaintance,  except 
the  family  physician. 

'  One  day,  as  I  sat  meditating  plans  for  dwr 
I'elief,  a  carriage  drove  up  to  my  door,  and  in  ^ 
feMr  moments  Charles  St  Aubyn  entered  the 
i^Dotn.  He  was  deadly  pale,  and  almost  tottered 
4ip  to  the  table  beside  which  I  was  seated,  ifis 
forked  at  me  for  some  time  with  a  fixed  eye,  *%^ 
Plough  collecting  his  energies,  and  then  in  a 
slow,  distinct  tone,  thus  spoke :  < —  **  Andrew 
Mervyn,  you  know  me — you  know  how  I  loved 
— yes^  by  Heaven,  and  how  I  love !  enoogfat  ^I 
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eome  tolell  you  that  I  am  eternttUy  undone,  hei 
■le  o(»»  to-  the  point  at  once  —  d-^*^  tkss 
perijrfirasisi  I  am  married  P  He  spoke  the 
lost^fientences  with  frightful  energy,  andj  as'  I 
faeaisd-themy  I  fell  back  in  my  chair  perfectly 
flbimied ;  he  continued  to  glare  on  me  with  the 
eyes  of  a  demon.  At  length  I  gasped  for th| 
y  To  Miss  Selby?"  "No!"  he  shouted  with 
iecrifia  vehanence;  "  no ! — do  not  mention  h6^ 
Htme^  unless  you-  would  see  me  raving,  roaring 
ti)ad«  Hearken  T!  he  continued,  making  a  great 
effort,  and  speaking  with  affected  ealmiless,  ^*  I 
iSMBfte  to  tell  you  my  story,  and  you  shall  heat  it. 
¥m3L  know  Btatrgess,  the  banker  ?  His  daugbt^ 
hiis  been  long  at  my  disposal,  with  two  thousQimil 
a^y«iir;  both  she. and  her  father  are  aware  A«t 
lam. the  son  of  an  eisrl,  and  that  my  brolb^rj 
i^  Idpe  U^ising  of  God,  may  die  childless;  but 
iitksf  neither  of  them  know  that  my  debts,  at  this 
nhmie,  amount  to  thirty  thousand  pounds,  WhM 
could  I  do  ?  We  were  alone  ime  evening— sInt, 
I  tne^^k^wd  I-T-the  devil  took  possess!^  <^«^^ 
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ruin  and  madnesa  urged  me  on.  I  ofl^i^  k 
ny  hand  —  she  accepted  it.  I  beU^ve  XsQi 
have  fainted  inataody,  for  I  remember  nolhii 
more  that  occurred  that  evening. ,  Ni^xtr  (lay, 
returned;  I  insiated  on  b^i^  married  .private 
and  inuaediately.  She  took  me  on  any  t^ivd 
I  was  married  an  hour  ago«  and  am  now.  lea^iFbi 
town  for  abroadt  Go  to  Ser^na-^-ciHiifQrt  bei 
marry  her — you  deserve  her— *I" — hertf  ih 
sense  of  deathless  misery  seemed  to  rush  upo 
the  mind  of  this  unhappy  wretch^  and  utterjt 
overwhelm  him  with  despair.  He  gave  \ 
groauj  or  rather  shriek  of  anguishi  riiahed  iron 
the  roomj  darted  down  stairs^  and  «(praiig  mii 
the.carriage — ^to  the  caresses  of  his  bijde! 

I  did  not  dare  to  communicate  Mb  dreadfej 
intelligence  in  person^  but  wrote  to  Sereua's 
father.  It  was  nearly  a  month  afterwards  h^Ebre 
I.  ventured  to  call  agam.  O  !  bow  changed  w&s 
Serena !  Though  outwardly  calm,  and  res^gnied^ 
and  struggling  for  cheerfulnessi  there  was  evi* 
dently  a,  worm  within  that  would  not  be  8^tis$«d. 
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S^  wa»piil«  aa  death,  and  wasted  to  a  skeleton, 
bm  «he  strore  earne^y  to  conceal  her  anguish 
froitf  her  beloved  and  nearly  heart-broken  parent 
Kut  I  fiiust  not  prolong  this  story. 
*  II  w^  Slit  months  after  the  event  I  have 
r^tftted,  that  I  ventured  to  propose  to  her.  She 
t^fli'd  me  with  tears,  but  they  were  of  sorrow  at 
being  compelled  to  wound  me.  She  told  me 
tbjkt  I'possessed  her  esteem  and  most  afiectionate 
regird;  but  she  had  no  heart  to  bestow,  and 
^  could  not  love  me  as  she  thought  I  ought  to 
be  loved.  In  vain  I  argued  and  pleaded ;  she 
was  resolved  and  unalterable;  and  I  left  her 
jMi^seoce  with  a  crushed  heart. 

For  three  years  I  wandered  over  the  conti- 
nent; I  then  returned,  obtained  a  living  in 
Lekestershire,  and  married  an  amiable  and  ex- 
cellent woman. 

Serena's  parent  was  dead,  and  she  herself 
hiid  received  a  noble  fortune  by  the  will  of  a 
maternal  uncle. 

Charles    St.    Aubyn   soon   squandered    the 
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money  he  acquired  with  his  wife,  and  miaf  fiitve^ 
perished  in  indigence  had  he  net  been  sttf^ 
ported  by  the  munificence  of  the  -noMe-onnSteff 
Serena,  who,  in  the  name  of  his  fitther^  fotm^ 
means  to  supply  him  with  a  large  annual  sum  if 
money.  He  was  killed  in  a  duel ;  and  so  deeply 
rooted  was  the  attachment  of  Serena,  that-  V 
believe  she  never  recovered  the  shock  of' his 
death.  But  another  complaint  was  upon  her; 
and  I  learnt,  but  too  soon,  that  she  was  dyin^  6f 
that  dreadful  disease,  a  cancer.  She  wrote  fbf 
mej  and  I  instantly  attended.  All  those  emo- 
tions which  I  thought  had  for  ever  subsided, 
were  agun  awakened,  and  I  shook  with  the 
most  fearful  convulsions  of  anguish  as  lap* 
proached  the  death-bed  of  the  adored  Serena. 

But  why  dwell  on  this  dreadful  scene  ?  She 
divided  the  bulk  of  her  fortune  betweto  the  eMM 
of  St.  Aubyn  and  myself;  and,  when  her  gentle 
spirit,  breathing  blessings  on  my  unworthy  head, 
was  summoned  from  this  world  of  sorrows  and 
trials,  and  borne  into  the  realms  of  everlasting 
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l^^p  I  thought  I  should  myself  have  died — so 
"^^Py^,  utterly  desolate  I  felt«  Nor  weeks  nor 
ijj^gjim,  could  restore  me  to  calmness,  for  a 
^fgo^i  associations  would  continuaUy  bring 
^x:.,to  my  mind  with  a  flood  of  passiox^at^ 
tepi^];ne^ji  imtil  reason  almost  gave  way  beneath 
^e  heavy  pressure  of  grief  and  despitir*. 
Q.Serei^!  Serena!  why  wert  thou,  made  $<;» 
vecjf^  ^i^^cellent,  so  very  perfect!  and  yet  doomed 
tf^  die  with  thy  perfections  almost  unemployedt 
w,]tMch  might  have  been  the  source  of  su^h 
hu^onceivable  happiness  to  others  and  thyself! 
O.  why  was  so  much  goodness  created  to  be 
^  limited  in  its  diffusions  and  to  be  the  subjject 
of  sf  ch  unmerited  chastisement !  Pardon,  .0 
God  I  my  repinings. 

;  .^rena !    Serena !  even  now  I  give  to  thef  a 
f^saf^n  of  tears  and  memories. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


THE   BORDERS. 


I  FIND  it  to  be  a  common  miafortune  wkbr 
travellersi  to  mistake  for  national  customs^ 
universally  practised  throughout  a  counlryj 
whatever  the  accident  of  circumstances  may 
ha{)pen  to  throw  within  their  own  obsecvation^ 
Nothing  but  a  long  residence  can  rectify  this 
evil ;  and  I,  therefore,  carefully  avo^d  layiog 
down  as  nationalities  any  peculiar  modes  or 
habits  w\nch  may  have  chanced  only  once 
within  the  sphere  of  my  personal  knowledge. 
In  like  manner^  whilst  giving  a  description  of 
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that  portion  of  the  country  which  lies  on  the 
borders  of  Sweden  and  Norwayi  I  desire  to  be 
understood  to  speak  only  of  the  scenes  I  myself 
actually  traversed,  and  by  no  means  wish  to 
asserti  that  the  whole  line,  from  north  to  south, 
partakes  of  the  same  character.  I  crossed  the 
border  almost  on  a  line  with  Frederikshald ; 
but,  as  there  are  no  towns  or  notable  places  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  in  that  part,  at  least, 
no  roads  and  no  path,  I  cannot  more  particu- 
lariy  point  out  the  exact  route  I  pursued. 
My  map  and  compass  were  my  guides;  and, 
oecasionally,  I  fell  in  with  a  cottage  on  the 
banks  of  some  solitary  lake,  where  I  was 
welcomed  with  hospitality,  and  accompanied  by 
its  inhabitant  for  many  miles,  in  the  direction 
I  was  pursuing  towards  Frederikshald.  WHh 
his  long  rude  gun  in  his  hand,  in  readiness  for 
^Atatev^  might  cross  our  path,  the  sturdy 
peasant  would  stalk  by  my  side  with  the  gravity 
and  isedatehess  which  usually  characterise  AfS 
inhabitants  of  rocky  or  mountainous  scenery, 
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Md  would  \Ad  me  fiu^weU^  very  i^teMlbritb^ 
mark*  he  received.  -' 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  ocmceite  so  dpmy 
aid  barren  a  scene;  the  whole  siar&ce  of  the 
country  consisted  of  immense  wastes  of  gmtly 
swelling  roeks;  there  were  hOls  and  ^aldejh  of 
rock;  and  we  trode  on  nothing  but  toeky^kat 
miles  and  miles  togeUier.  When  I  attained.titt 
summit  of  any  superior  eminence,  and  lodbd 
around— fiur  as  I  could  see  on  every  mde«  leag^ 
beyond  league,  was  nought  but  this  usdabted 
sur&ce  of  barren  rock»  and  innumerable  lakes 
ef  various  extent,  dispersed  in  every  dirsdaow; 
Scarcely  a  tree  was  to  be  seen,  though  here  and 
there  a  few  stunted  straggling  firs  seemed. to 
linger  out  a  miserable  existence,  in  despite  jof 
the  wasting  fury  of  the  wind,  ydiich  wnkpt 
tto^posed  over  this  desolate  scene.    .        '  li' 

X  encountered  innum^able  bogs,  whiak 
aometimes  gave  me  much  annoyance,  and  eauaod 
m^  to  waiter  fitr  out  of  the  directiMm  I  jdaeaiiit 

i:  *  About  ilieTaliie  of  nine-pence  £^li«h.    "     -- : 
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4f!*piH|sli^}  ftnd  there  were  also  frequail  streans 
which  had  to  be  fordedi  or  crossed  by  the  atiU 
ntfe.  difficult  passage  of  a  slender  plank,  which 
some  wandering  peasant  had  placed  over  Ae 

r  At  one  tiraei  I  reached  the  borders  of  aii 
eiitensive  lake.  The  rocks  had  become  loftier 
wai  more  rugged,  and  insensibly  I  entered  a 
defile,  which  concluded  with  the  shores  of  the 
M^  Jt  was  fortunate  for  me  that,  at  this  time, 
I  'Wis  accompanied  by  a  peasant,  and  he,  desir«- 
aag  me  to  remain  where  I  was,  went  himself 
IB  search  of  a  boat,  which  he  believed  might  be 
leund  in  some  neighbouring  credc.  After  hmtsg 
absent  some  time  he  returned,  and  told  me  he 
had  discovered  the  object  of  his  seardi,  I 
£^owed  hitn  to  a  little  bay,  in  which  was  a  rode 
mishapen  boat,  half  sunk  in  the  water,  its  prow 
Wag  dragged  h^h  up  the  steep  bank.  Having 
Mth.  some  labour  baled  out  the  water,  with  a 
«ooden  scoqp,  which  we  found,  tpg^her  wilb 
the  oars,  in  the  boat,  we  embarked ;  rowing 
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by  turns  whilst  tbe  other  continued  to  bak^, 
for  the  water  kept  fast  rushing  into  the  crassy 
vessel.  So  extensive  was  the  lake^  that  although 
we  rowed  hard^  we  had  only  passed  over  a 
soiall  portion  of  it  at  the  end  of  three  hours: 
It  was,  however^  narrow  in  width,  and  its 
scenery  of  the  most  beautiful  description ;  foil 
of  abrupt  rocks^  sometimes  crowned  with  pines. 
Each  side  of  the  lake,  too,  was  composed  of 
high  steeps,  and  rocks  and  crags  of  diversity 
of  form;  and  sometimes  the  opposite  sides 
would  approach  so  closely,  that  we  had  to  pass 
between  two  cliffs  of  rock  just  parted  by  the 
silver  gulf  High  headlands  advancing  into 
the  water  frequently  bounded  the  vbw,  and 
seemed  to  form  the' extremity  of  the  lake  ;  but 
we  rowed  past  them,  and  found  another  seeming 
lal%  as  wild  beyond.  It  was,  indeed,  a  most 
romantic  .  scene,  that  gave  to  my  spirits  an 
elation  and  a  happiness  I  would  they  oftener 
experienced. 

Should  the  reader  grumble  at  being  treated 
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with  a  description  in  heroic  verse,  he  musti  as 
on  other  occasions,  "  skip  and  go  on/'  I  have 
seen,  I  believe,  all  the  celebrated  lakes  of 
Europe — those  of  Switzerland,  Italy,  and  Scot- 
land'—but  this  is  entirely  sui  generis,  and  differs 
in  character  from  all  the  others,  though  I  do 
not  mean  to  call  it  superior ;  it  wants  the  gran- 
deur of  mountain  scenery  to  enable  it  to  compare 
with  the  Swiss  lakes. 


THE  LAKE  OF  ROCKS. 


SiLBNCE  most  hushedi  most  awfully  profound, 
Sits  on  the  lofty  steeps  that  gird  thee  round ; 
Not  e'en  a  distant  sheep-bell  tinkling  tells 
That  living  creature  in  this  desert  dwells ; 
Not  e'en  the  unanswered  note  of  one  lone  bird, 
Not  e'en  the  heath-cock's  whirring  wing  is  heard.- 
Terrific  stillness!  yet  the  yault  of  time 
Holds  scarce  another  moment  so  sublime. 
Unawed  by  fear,  without  one  anxious  start, 
Glows  in  its  tomb  the  palpitating  heart ; 
In  vain  these  rocks  surround — all  unconfined, 
Beyond  all  barriers,  bursts  the  soaring  mind ; 
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It  riiet  with  tbc  loftjr  lOMieit  ncmi. 
Exults  in  beauty,  and  aatumea  her  hues. 
Whence  comes  this  vast  dilation  of  the  soul. 
This  gush  of  thoughts  that  soar  beyond  conarol. 
Filling  the  heart  with  sympathies  that  bleiid> 
As  though  in  intercourse  of  friend  with  friend, 
In  one  deep,  passionate,  absorbing  |^ow, 
With  all  these  heights  above,  and  depths  below! 
What  means  this  strange  communion  felt  between 
The  animate  heart  and  the  inanimate  scene  ? 
Where  one,  responsive  to  the  other's  charm, 
Glows  with  a  fervour  vivid,  brilliant,  wann ; 
And,  leaving  far  behind  each  earthly  tie. 
Mounts  with  the  Spirit  of  the  scene  on  high  ? 

I  cannot  answer^;  it  perchance  may  be 

This  spot  hath  its  wild  spirit,  like  to  me ; 

Or  that  the  elements,  which  here  abound, 

Compose  the  essence  of  my  soul. — Profound 

The  question ;  and  in  vain  we  strive  to  show. 

Or  learn,  the  cause— enough  that  it  is  so. 

Embosomed  in  the  lofty  hills  that  steep 

Their  forward  bases  in  the  tranquil  deep, 

(Where  each  seems  striving  most  to  intervene,} 

Small  portion  of  the  silver  sheet  is  seen. 

But  seize  this  shallop : — now  with  eager  stroke 

We  turn  the  headland  which  the  prospect  broke, 

And  gliding  swift  between  approaching  shores 

We  pause  again,  and  rest  upon  our  oars. 

Another  lake  I  sure  Fancy  seldom  drew 

In  wildest  dream  so  beautiful  a  view : 

BM  rocks,  whose  summits  strive  with  rocks  to  kiss, 

Just  parted  by  the  silvery  abyss. 
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On  each  side^htuig  above  the  glassy  flood,  '    ' 
And  share  its  pcaeefiilneBS  and  soUiude ; 
'  The  deep,  stii!  inlefs  hiding  in  the  land, 
The  pine-dted  isles,  th'  abrupt  and  rooky  strand. 
The  many  traidlngs  round  projecting  steeps. 
The  ciilm  which  over  all  in  silence  sleepis : — 
These  are  thy  beauties  I  which  in  thousand  ways  * 
Charm  and  exalt,  enrapture  and  amaze ; 
Whidi  «h&in  the  Wiandering  thotkghts,  and  leave  when  gone 
A  trace  that  memory  loves  to  look  upon. 

Yet  are  thy  charms  (too  varied  to  be  told) 

Not  sternly  grand,  but  beautifully  bold ; 

And  the  pleased  sense,  not  all  with  awe  oppressed, 

Nor  yet  with  softened  beauty  all  possessed. 

Sees  grandeur  here  with  gracefulness  unite 

To  raise  and  fill,  to  soothe  and  to  delight ; 

And  owns  those  pleasures  far  the  most  refined 

That  Boften  most  yet  elevate  the  mind. 

And  tint  with' heavenly  dyes  the  souls  of  human  kind. 

I  was  now  in  Norway ;'  and  having  found  a 
fisherman's  hut  not  far  firom  the  shores  of  the 
lake,  I  reposed  there  after  the  fatigues  of  the 
day. 

After  walking  many  miles  fkrther,  over  barren 
irocks  of  a  similar  eharacter  to  those  I  have 
before  describedi  I  again  found  myself  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  pine- woods ;  and  having  dis^ 
covered  a  slight  path  that  led  in  the  directiod 

VOL.  I.'  h 
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of  Frederikshaldf  pursued  it  as  far  as  I  could; 
but  it  soon  dwindled  away,  and  was  lost  in 
herbage.  On  I  toiledi  through  brakes  and 
bogSi  and  over  rocks  and  streamsy  continually 
thwarted  and  defied  by  difficulties — wet,  mudded^ 
tired,  but  unsubdued.  I  was  not  very  well 
pleased,  either,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  some 
of  the  morasses,  to  encounter  occasionally  a  Isrgt 
adder,  which  however  glided  away  as  I  ap* 
proached.  I  afterwards  heard  that  these  reptilea 
are  very  numerous  in  the  forests  of  Norway* 

The  difficulties  of  progression  through  woods, 
and  wastes,  and  quagmires,  seemed  only  to  in* 
crease  as  I  advanced ;  and  having  now  no  guide 
but  my  compass,  I  was  frequently  a  good  deal 
disconcerted.  At  length,  I  reached  the  sumnb 
of  a  high,  abrupt  cliff  of  rock,  which  sank  down, 
almost  perpendicularly,  to  a  considerable  depth; 
at  the  bottom,  and  part  way  up  the  side,  gxmr 
some  beautiful  firs,  vnth  their  gracefully  curved: 
boughs,  like  festoons  of  firinge.  Looking  ovctf 
their  tops — ^for  I  stood  high  above  them — ^I  eo\M 
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seethe  opposite  side  of  the  valley — a  high^  green 
liill^  oh  which  stood  acottage,  with  cows  grazing 
beside  it,  and  children  playing  in  front.  This 
f^t  I  resolved  to  reach,  and  dived,  at  some 
0ak,  down  the  steep  declivity  into  the  valley, 
bad  climbed  the  opposite  steep,  and  reached  the 
eottage,  where  I  gained  some  information  as  to 
Ibe  distance  and  route  to  Frederikshald.  Long 
time  I  still  toiled ;  often,  when  I  had  got  upon 
mi  -apparently  good  path,  I  was  dismayed  to 
find  it  conclude  abruptly  in  a  bog,  or  gradually 
htonoe  narrower  and  fainter  until  it  disappeared 
in  Ae  tangled  herbage,  and  I  was  left  to  con- 
lecture  why  it  had  ever  been. 

Thus,  I  said,  as  I  trudged  along,  chewing  the 
end  of  reflection,  thus  doth  firiendship  fade  and 
disappear,  growing  hourly  fainter  and  fainter, 
and  colder  and  colder,  until  at  last — ^'tis  gone, 
Hce  the  breath  of  morn,  leaving  no  trace  behind. 
Tism  flourishes,  fades,  lingers,  and  vanishes 
life— in  its  dawn  and  mid-day,  wide  and  appa- 
rently endless,  being  without  thought  of  a  close ; 
l2 
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then,  as  it  draws  on,  growing  fkinter  aod  feebler^ 
uiitili  having  long  wandered  in  the  suaef  p£ 
error,  it  is  spent  without  having  sSonled  any 
thing  profitable,  and  departs,  leaving  n^  to 
wonder  why  it  has  been.  % 

But  I  was  not  doomed  to  be  lost  ill  tl^ 
wilderness;  and  late  one  evening  at  last  smtr 
Deeded  in  reaching  the  outermost  barrier  jcjf 
rocks,  from  the  summit  of  which  I  bad  tb^ 
satisfaction  to  behold  a  noble  prospect.  Far 
to  the  south  lay  endless  forests  of  pine ;  he&fe 
|ne,  to  the  west,  was  a  wide  and  extensive 
valley,  covered  also  in  many  parts  with  wpo<i^ 
and  beyond  this,  in  the  back  ground,  wevt 
mountains  and  lakes.  To  the  right,  thajt  ia^ 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  vale,  on  a  high  rock^, 
stood  the  fortress  of  Frederikshald ;  and  beyoii^ 
it  appeared  a  glimpse  of  the  sea.  The  aun  was 
i^etting  behind  the  fortress,  and  lighted  the  t(^ 
of  the  battlements,  whose  long  shadows  wave 
turned  towards  me. 

I  hastened  down  into  the  vale,  but  was  stftta 
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hm^  time  before  I  reached  the  tbwn^  having 
&tood  yery  fai^  above  it;  and  I  had  to  climb  up> 
Imd  cross,  part  of  the  hill  on  which  the  fortress 
as  situated;  and  then  descended  immediately 
into  the  town,  which  hitherto  had'  been  com-' 
{jetely  hidden  from  my  knowledge.  To  say 
die  truth,  I  was  not  sorry  at  the  prospect  of 
good  accommodations  and  a  luxurious  supper^ 
Sot  1  was  beginning  to  tire  of  the  jpastoral  life 
i  had  been  leading ;  and>  indeed,  I  dar^  say  the 
leader  has  long  ago  set  down  my  discretion  at 
a  very  low  rate,  since  it  induced  me  voluntarily 
to  encounter  hardships  which  most  would  have 
teen  better  pleased  to  foregoi  Well !  gentle 
j«ader,  hast  thou  never  put  thyself  to  as  much 
iBBonvenieBcy  with  at  least  as  little  reason  ? 
Hast  thou  never  toiled  all  day,  and  many  days 
^ether,  with  thy  deaths-bearing  giin^  in  search 
of  .some  unhappy  partridge  or  silence-loving 
ten  i  Hast  thou  never  stood,  for  hours  toge- 
ther, up  to  thy  merciless  bowels  in  water, 
fteiving  to  beguile  to  destruction  a  few  paltry 
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fishes^  simple  as  thyself?  Or,  if  thou  chaiie»  to 
be  of  a  literary  tarn,  hast  thou  never  endinred 
the  voluntary  hardship  of  composing  an  MbfxMe 
treatbe  (such  as  thou  art  now  perusii^)  yfhkik 
thou  didst  many  times  anathematise  before  hd^ 
thy  ti^  was  accomplished,  and  then  absolutefy 
groaned  with  anguish  to  think  that  an  eijaal 
labour  still  remdned! 

These,  or  similar  follies,  hast  thou  comm^ited, 
and  therefore  venture  not  to  h\$me  me  too 
hastily.  I  went  in  search  of  occupation  of  mind, 
that  I  might  be  turned  from  the  thoughts  ^ich 
consumed  me ;  and  I  was  not  disappointed*  I 
went  in  search  of  man,  and  in  the  retirement  of 
the  desert  I  found  him.  But  enough  of  tibia : 
on  entering  Frederikshald  I  was  not  so  mudi 
bent  on  finding  man,  as  on  discovering  kn  bm, 
which  at  that  hour  was  matter  of  some  difficsdty ; 
for  the  inns  throughout  Norway  are  undistin- 
guished by  those  ornamental  appendages  which 
swing  before  similar  edifices  in  England.  In  the 
fprmer   country  they  are  mere    plain  lodging 
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faottsesy  unmarked  by  any  exterior  symbol,  and 
their  locality  is  generally  as  little  known  to  the 
u^Utants  of  the  town  as  to  strangers ;  and  I 
have  had  several  long  rambles  over  the  rough 
pavement  before  I  could  get  comfortably  housed. 
At  last,  however,  on  the  present  occasion,  I 
succeeded  in  obtaining  good  accommodations; 
and  concluded  the  day  with  a  meal  that  would 
have  satisfied  even  a  less  hungry  individual  than 
-the  actual  partaker,  who,  under  the  impetuous 
instigations  of  appetite,  observed  so  ill  the 
demands  of  polite  breeding  as  to  devour  every 
thing  that  ^as  set  before  him ;  and  then  filling 
the  last  glass  of  Medoc,  and  eyeing  the  empty 
flaak  with  scarcely  a  shade  of  regret,  stretched 
tofih  his  legs  to  the  wood  fire — having  first 
kicked  open  the  door  of  the  stove — and  was 
thaakfiiL 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

NORWAY — FREDERIKSHALD. 

Fredbrikshald  is  indebted  for  all  its  liis^ 
torical  bterest  to  the  death  of  Charles  the 
iTwelfth,  Its  situation  is  strikii^ly  beaufifol*  at 
the  foot  of  the  high  rock  on  which  the  fortress 
is  built^  and  between  it  and  the  lake.  It  mAj 
be  called  a  good  town;  the  houses  are  deasj 
lofty,  and  spacious,  and  a  riyer  runs  threugh  the 
midst.  Lofty  crags  of  various  forms  flank^  Ae  * 
town  on  either  side ;  behind,  and  overhangii^  it, 
is  the  fortress,  and  before,  a  picturesque  lake, 
interspersed  with  many  rocky  islands,  and  con* 
fined  within  high  and  rugged  barriers. 
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The  lake  appears  to  have  three  branches,  two 
of  which  are  directly  in  front  of  the  town,  sepa- 
rated from  each  other  by  a  huge  island  of  rock ; 
the  third  is  formed  by  the  br(>ad  river  of  Frede- 
rikshald,  which  winds  away  to  the  West,  at  right 
angles  to  the  others. 

The  fortress  is  strong  from  its  position ;  but 
there  is  nothing  else  at  all  imposing  about  it. 

Behind  the  fortress,  little  more  than  pistol- 
shot  distant,  is  the  place  where  Charles  the 
Twel^  was  killed.  He  had  climbed  to  the  top 
of  &e  rock  by  a  narrow  path  of  gradud  assent, 
and  dius  stood  on  a  level  with  the  for^ess."^ 

^  The  spot  is  marked  by  a  little  insignificant 
c^Iomn  or  obelisk,  about  five  feet  high,  of 
coiamon  stone,  which  T  believe  was  erected  by 
the  present  king,  though  it  does  no  great  credit 
to  the  munificence  of  the  donor;  but  he,  no 
doubt,  considered  it  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

*  It  was  evening  when  he  was  killed.  Before  he  was 
strackj  he  had  remained  a  considerable  time  leaning  on  his 
elbow,  with  more  than  half  bis  body  exposed  above  the  ^orks. 

l8 


Digitized 


by  Google 


3S6  •         ADVENTURES  IN 

It  is  overhung  by  four  birch  trees,  and  is  a  good 
deal  chipped  and  mutilated  by  the  Swedes  who 
visit  it,  and  who  like  to  take  away  a  memento  of 
the  spot.  There  is  cut  upon  it  a  crown,  with 
the  initials  C.  XII.,  below  which  is  the  follow- 
ing inscription : 

I  ^BELEiRiNGEN 

lOD   FRiDRICHSTER 

DEN    li   DECEMB*    1718. 

That  is,  **  in  the  fight  [or  beleaguer]  of  Fre- 
derikshald,  the  11th  December  1718." 

I  remained  several  dajrs  at  this  place ;  and  one 
evening,  having  nothing  better  to  do,  composed 
the  following  lines  to  the  memory  of — 

CHARLES   THE  TWELFTH, 

(On  the  spot  where  he  fell.) 

Full  many  a  toil  and  many  a  danger  past, 
Here  Sweden's  reckless  hero  sank  at  last ; 
No  mourning  sigh,  no  sympathetic  tear 
Swells  in  the  heart,  or  sadly  glistens  here  ; 
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No  murauir  loud»  nor  vaiiily  breathed  regret, 

That  here  the  sun  of  Sweden's  glory  set* 

What  voice  shall  mourn  that  sun's  extmguished  light, 

Which  moved  through  storms,  and  but  in  blood  was  bright ; 

Which  never  gave  to  man  one  genial  rayi 

To  cheer  the  heart  to  thousand  grieft  a  prey, 

But  with  its  fierce  and  £ur-defacing  glare 

Lighted  his  path  from  ruin  to  despair  7 

Unmoumed  by  man  that  warrior's  fate  shall  be 
Who  only  fought  for  self  and  victory. 
He  who  for  glory  was  content  to  fall, 
Glory  may  well  be  his — but  tbat  be  aU ; 
No  fond  remembrance  rises  at  the  name 
Of  him  who  marched  o'er  misery  unto  fame, 
Who  only  strove  Oppression's  sword  to  wave. 
And  sought  for  conquest  only  to  enslave. 
No  lofty  thoughts  within  our  bosom  rise. 
Waking  the  heart's  most  generous  sympathies. 
Like  those  which,  oft-renewed,  tumultuous  spring 
At  the  proud  name  of  Sparta's  noblest  king.* 
Not  all  the  fields  by  Sweden's  warrior  won 
Can  give  the  glow  that  waits  on  Marathon. 

O !  vainly  still  be  drawn  that  wasting  brand 

Which  only  seeks  to  desolate  a  land — 

Which  is  not  bless'd  by  Freedom's  sacred  cause, 

But  conquers  only  for  the  wretch  who  draws. 

Not  long  shall  last  the  sunshine  of  success, 

Kot  great  the  fame  wrung  out  from  man's  distress, 


♦  The  hero  of  Thermopylae. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


SSB  AtivBMTtntn  in 

But  toon  be  dieokci  the  ▼ictor'a  vain  career 
By  such  a  shock  from  Heaven  as  met  it  here. 

Shall  then  this  spot  no  reci^ectlon  bring. 
To  grace  the  memory  of  the  warrior  king  t 
Shall  no  ennobling  thoughts  within  as  swell. 
As  when  we  maae  on  WaOaee  or  on  TeU  f 
Alas  I  thitf  column  vain  can  only  show 
A  man  to  all  the  human  race  a  foe ; 
This  scene  can  (only  to  the  nnnd  disclose^ 
A  tale  of  wrongs,  barbarities,  and  woes ; 
Of  sanguine  strife,  without  excuse  begun, 
To  injure  millions  for  the  whim  of  one, 

O !  never  more  ia  the  expanse  of  Time 
Be  such  an  age  of  wantonness  and  crime ; 
May  never  more  to  one  such  power  belong. 
To  crush  the  feeble  and  exalt  the  strong ; 
And  never  g^ory  stoop  again  to  twine 
Her  laurels  round  a  brow,  O  king  I  like  thine. 

When  I  got  to  Christiania,  the  capital  of 
Norway,  I  discovered  that  there  was  an  English 
consul  resident  at  Frederikshald*  This  gende- 
man,  I  understand,  was  pleased  to  express  bis 
regret  and  concern  that  I,  who  remained  several 
days  in  the  town,  did  not  call  upon  him,  and 
so  give  him  an  opportunity  to  proffer  those 
civilities  which  his  native  politeness  yearned  to 
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afford.  Now  this  was  certainly  a  great  omisaion 
of  mine«  and  which  nothing  but  my  ignorance  of 
the  customs  of  Norway,  or  Frederikshaldi  could 
e^ccuse.  The  fact  is,  I  never  called,  in  the  first 
instance,  on  any  consul  in  any  town  I  have 
ever  visited;  but  I  have,  on  several  occasions, 
received  from  them  much  kindness  and  unso- 
licited attention.  I  hope  this  acknowledgment 
of  ignorance  will  abate  the  concern  of  my  kind 
friend  at  Fr^derikshald,  whose  intended  courtesy 
I  feel  quite  as  sensibly  as  though  it  had  been 
more  actively  displayed. 

Having  rested  some  days  at  Frederikshald, 
I  again  set  forth  with  the  intention  of  going  to 
Frederikstad,  which  is  on  the  direct  road  to 
Cbristiania;  but  being  misled  at  the  very  outset, 
I  pursued  a  direction  that  would  have  taken  me 
any  whither  rather  dian  to  the  town  I  sought  to 
arrive  at«  I  continued  to  walk  all  day  through 
a.  coimtry  not  very  interesting,  and  at  night 
found  myself,  at  least,  as  far  from  Frederikstad 
as  I  was  when  T  set  out  in  die  morning.    To 
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add  to  the  annoyance,  I  Gonld  find  no  plaoe 
wherein  to  spend  the  night,  which  was  now  fa^ 
closing  over ;  at  length,  I  reached  a  few  scat- 
tered bouses,  but  none  of  them  betrayed  the 
appearance  of  a  gestgiversied,  which,  being  inter- 
preted from  the  Norwegian,  signifies  an  inn. 
I  went  up  to  one  of  the  houses  and  asked  if  I 
could  be  accommodated  with  a  bed ;  but  I  had 
left  the  hospitable  land  of  the  Swede,  and 
received  aii  answer  in  the  negative*  Not  very 
greatly  delighted  at  this  rebuff,  I  went  on  to  die 
next  house  and  repeated  the  question,  and  met 
with  a  similar  answer;  but  I  was  informed, 
also,  that  there  was  an  inn  at  a  short  distance, 
whither  I  was  recommended  to  go.  I  had  been 
told,  in  the  course  of  my  wanderings,  that  the 
Swedes  and  Norwegians  dare  not  refuse  a  night's 
lodging  if  it  be  absolutely  demanded,  inasmuch 
as  they  would  be  held  answerable  by  the  laws 
for  the  life  of  any  stranger,  who,  after  denial, 
had  perished  during  the  night  by  the  wild  beasts 
or  otherwise ;  and  therefore  I  resolved  to  etket 
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m  entrance  somewhere  or  other,  should  I  not 
he  able  to  discover  the  gestgiversted.  Happily, 
however,  I  found  a  low  hovel  which  proved  to 
he  the  inn  in  question,  and  after  much  ado, 
succeeded  in  rousing  the  wife  and  procuring 
admittance.  It  was  a  miserable  den,  apparently 
consisting  of  only  one  large  room,  along  one 
wall  of  which  were  ranged  several  square  boxes, 
intended  for  beds,  each  containing  four  or  five 
inmates  of  different  sexes  and  ages,  who  lifted 
up  their  heads  and  stared  at  my  entrance,  and 
then  sank  down,  composing  themselves  again  to 
slumber.  Though  not  much  delighted  with  this 
prospect,  I  thought  it  better  than  remaining  in 
the  open  air,  and  approached  the  sleeping  fire, 
which  was  placed  in  a  large  stove  at  one  side  of 
the  room,  and  was  soon  coaxed  into  a  blaze  by 
the  assiduous  endeavours  of  the. half  naked  hag, 
who  next  undertook  to  procure  me  some  supper. 
Bread  and  butter  and  corn-brandy  formed  the 
repast,  and  that  ended,  I  was  shown  into  an 
adjoining  cottage,  where  I  found  a  bed,  in  which 
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I  spent  Uie  n^t  more  eomfortably  thtn  T  had 
anticipated.    Next  morning  I  was  eaify  served 
wiU)  the  usual  opening  dish  of  coffee,  widi^  ks 
accompanying  Inmp  of  sugarHMwdy,  to  be  sucked  - 
qfier  it    Some  put  the  lump  of  cuidy  in  their 
mouths  whilst  they  drink  the  cofl^  \  and  I  h«M 
heard  (though  this  I  never  experienced)  that 
when  sugar-candy  is  scarce,  one  piece  is  maiie 
to  serve  a  whole  party,  and  is  passed  from  hand 
to  hand,  or  rather  from  mouth  to  mouth.    After 
cofiee  came  the  frukoBt^  or  breakfast,  of  n^ilk^ 
bread  and  butter,  and  brandy.     For  the  whole 
entertainment  (board  and  lodging)  I  paid  only 
about  four  pence  English.     The  name  of  the 
place  was  Bordal. 

I  set  forth  again  on  my  travels ;  the  sun  was 
up,  the  ak  bracing,  the  prospect  various  and 
exhilarating;  my  heart  expanded  within  me,  and 
I  trode  the  ground  lightly  and  joyously,  careless 
of  the  future,  and  unthinking  of  the  past.  After 
walking  some  hours,  I  beheld  an  enchanting 
landscape,  and   saw,   for    the   first   time,   the 
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Q^mmes^  one  of  Ae  finest  rivars  of  Norwaji 
tvlidfog  &r  away  to  the  left. 

indbe aftemo(^i  Imving  iLsc^ided  a lonj^iil}^ 
Lhad  anodier  most  beautiM  landscape  view ;  a 
wide  r^nge  of  country  lay  before  me,  conaistii^ 
of  xoMuense  valleys,  in  whidi  were  frequent  steeps 
or  Hills  a>vered:  with  wood  that  rose  conically 
from ^ut  them;  there  was  hill  and  vale,  and 
wood  and  water,  and  sunshine  and  shade;  and^ 
in  short,  every  thing  that  could  tend  to  complete 
the  pictoe.  I  descended,  and  came  to  the 
baidcs  of  Uie  GlommeA,  which  issued  from  a 
vest  of  mountains  to  the  right,  over  a  waterfall^ 
and  came  sweeping  past  me,  in  a  broad  sheet, '^ 
and  wound  away  round  the  base  of  a  hill  towards 
the  west. 

As  it  was  now  evening,  I  thought  it  best  to 
spend  the  night  at  a  cottage  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  and,  in  the  momingt  endeavour  to  explore 
the  scenery  ^ong  the  mountains  to  the  east^ 

*  P^haps  foar  bvmdred  jfards  wid^* 
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ward*  In  the  morningi  tbeni  1  set  off  and 
passed  by  the  Fall  through  a  defile  which  kd 
into  the  heart  of  the  mountains;  and  haTfi^ 
wandered  some  distance  through  a  scene  of 
mountain  solitude,  I  seated  m]rself  on  a  piece  of 
rock  by  the  side  ot  the  river*  To  me  there  is 
always  something  very  grand  and  imposng  in 
sudi  a  situation  —  to  be  alone  in  the  middt  of 
mountains,  where  no  eyebeholdsi  but  that  of  the 
Omnipresent;  whei\  there  is  not  even  a  goat  to 
bear  One  company  f  to  watch  the  dark-rolling 
river,  image  of  eternity,  hurrying  away  from  the 
deep  solitude,  and  whirling  and  eddying  over 
the  sunken  rocks  that  chafe  it  eternally:  there 
is,  in  this,  a  solemn  pleasure  that  bids  the  heart 
to  ponder  and  be  still.  As  I  sat  musing,  in  a 
dream  of  thoughts  which  scarcely  assumed  Miy 
definable  form,  I  was  aroused  by  the  distant 
sound  of  a  church  bell,  which  reminded  me  that 
this  was  the  sabbath  day,  and  that  I  was  ndt 
spending  it  as  I  ought.  With  haste,  therefcMre, 
I  rose  up,  and  passing  round  the  foot  of  a 
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mountain,  entered  a  valley,  which  I  pursued  for 
some  distance,  and  then,  in  the  gorge  of  another 
valley  which  opened  into  the  former,  I  perceived 
a  small  country  churchyard,  and  a  few  wooden 
hou^s  scattered  up  the  vale. 

I  entered  the  sacred  edifice,  which  contained 
a  congregation  of  about  twenty  respectable  pea- 
sants, men  and  women,  and  a  due  proportion  of 
children ;  the  altar-piece  was  very  rudely  pamted, 
and  the  pulpit  also  was  ornamented  in  a  similar 
mahner.  I  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  seat, 
and  hastened  to  pour  out  my  gratitude  to  Him 
irho  had  cheered  me  in  my  adversity,  and  given 
me  health  and  spirits  to  continue  the  journey  of 
life.  When  I  looked  at  the  officiating  minister, 
I  was  struck  with  his  appearance ;  he  seemed  to 
be  about  fifty  yeara  of  age,  his  black  hair  was 
streaked  with  gray,  his  eye  dark  and  sparkling, 
but  sunk  in  his  head  firom  wasting  sickness  rather 
tiian  deeply  set  by  nature  ;  his  countenance  was 
noble  and  engaging,  though  bearing  the  traces 
of  inefifaceable  sorrow,  and  his  air  and  deport- 
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m^t  dignified  and  reterend.  His  voice  mfm 
finely  toned^  manly  and  hannonious^  and .  1 
listened  with  pleasure,  though  without  undcnrr 
standing ;  and  when  his  eye  chanced  to  fiiU  oi», 
mine,  I  felt  that  a  lofty  soul  was  looking  dowi^, 
upon  me.  When  the  service  was  concludedi  I 
left  the  church,  and  wandered  slowly  along, the 
banks  of  the  stream  wjiicb  ran  through  the/ 
valley,  and  precipitated  itself  into  theGlomiien*^ 
Sealing  myself  on  the  grass^  I  mused  oil  ihe 
character  of  the  Norwegian  pastor,  lamentiiiif 
that  a  man  so  noble  in  appearance,  and  m 
evidently  superior  in  mind,  should  be  condemned 
to  waste  his  life  thus  secluded  fi*om  aH  commijH 
nication  with  polished  society.  As  I  lifted  up 
my  eyes  I  beheld  the  subject  of  my  meditations 
approach,  and  rose  to  salute  him.  I  was  not  a 
little  surprised  to  hear  him  address  me  in  Ei^S$^ 
thiat  was  entirely  firee  fi'om  any  fore^n  aoe^at^ 
^\  I  see  you  are  an  Englbbman,"  he  said*  '^  and 
I  rejoice  to  meet  one  of  your  nation,  for  I  may 
call  myself  ahnost  a  fellow-countryman/'    I  sai4 
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sdtflfetfaing  in  reply,  and  he  continued — ''My 
mother  was  an  Englishwoman,  and  her  native 
laQtigUBge  the  first  I  acquired;  I  have,  besides, 
i^sided  in  England  several  years:  but  come, 
return  with  me  to  my  humble  abode,  and  let  us 
\k  better  acquainted.'*  It  may  be  supposed  I 
cUd  not  hesitate  to  accept  the  invitation ;  and  as 
we  went  along  I  informed  him  of  my  adventures. 
Hts'  bouse  was  situated  not  far  firom  the  church, 
and,  yfke  most  country-houses  in  Sweden  and 
Norway,  was  composed  of  the  trunks  of  pine-> 
trees  roughly  hewn  on  the  outside,  and  having 
the  interstices  filled  up  with  moss.  In  this 
instance,  the  interior  was  neatly  plastered,  and 
hud  some  appearance  of  comfort  as  well  as 
warm  A;  but  the  fiimiture  was  scanty  enough; 
a  i^ftin  table,  an  unpretending  sofa,  and  three 
dkaSg^f  formed  the  whole  catalogue,  with  the 
«ception  of  so^ie  bookshelves,  which  contained 
eflbout  two  dozen  Greek  and  Latin  authors,  as 
many  English,  and  a  few  works  in  the  Danish 
or  Ncnrwegiui  tongue. 
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The  time  passed  pleasantly  enough ;  I  found 
the  pastor  to  be  a  man  of  strong  mind^  some 
erudition^  and  much  thought;  but  rather  obsti- 
nate in  his  opinions,  wild  In  some  theories,  and 
fettered  by  many  prejudices  which  he  had  never 
had  the  opportunity  to  overcome.  Above  all,  he 
entertained  a  deeply-rooted  aversion  to  every 
class  of  society  except  the  poor  peasants  over 
whom  he  presided ;  and  he  owned  that  it  was 
only  the  extraordinary  circumstance  of  seeing  an 
Englishman  in  his  parish  that  induced  him  to 
overcome  his  reluctance,  and  seek  my  acquaint- 
ance ;  but  he  added,  however,  that  he  could  not 
help  congratulating  himself  on  having  broken 
through  his  rule;  and,  indeed,  he  was  hospitable 
enough,  and  offered  me  the  best  his  house 
afforded.  Our  dinner  consisted  of  potatoes  and 
salt,  milk,  and  bread  and  cheese,  and  my  enter- 
tainer protested  that  he  would  have  killed  one  of 
his  hens  had  there  been  time  to  have  had  her 
cooked  before  evening  service.  There  was  an 
air  of  profound  melancholy  about  my  host  which 
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I  could  only  attribute  to  the  solitude  in  which 
he  dwelt ;  but  it  inspired  me  with  an  interest  in 
his  fortunes^  so  deep,  that  I  anxiously  wished  to 
learn  the  history  of  his  life. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

A   PASTOR-AL   DIALOGUE. 

After  evening  service,  we  wandered  down 

the  valley  towards  the  Glommen,  an^l  the  con- 

k 
versation  ran  somewhat  in  the  following  strain. 

NOBWEeiAN   PASTOR. 

I  admire  your  language — our  language,  I  may 
say,  for  it  is  nearly  as  much  mine  as  yours ;  and 
my  brief  moments  of  study  are  almost  entirely 
confined  to  it,  and  the  ancient  classical  authors. 
I  now  speak  it  with  difficulty,  because  this  is  the 
first  time  I  have  conversed  with  an  Englishman 
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for  many  years  ;  but  every  succeeding  sentence 
I  feel  to  utter  more  readily. 

ENGLISH   PASTOR. 

I  am  surprised  to  hear  you  speak  so  fluently 
and  correctly.  I  fell  in,  not  long  ago,  with  an 
English  family  who  have  dwelt  in  this  country 
about  fourteen  years,  and  have  almost  entirely 
forgotten  their  native  tongue.  In  order  better 
to  acquire  the  Norwegian  language  they  made  a 
rule  to  converse  in  it  with  one  another,  and  in 
time  came  to  express  themselves  with  so  much 
ease  that  they  preferred  it  to  their  own;  and 
now,  when  Itbey  wish  to  speak  in  English,  are 
obliged  to  think  first  in  Norwegian.  This  cer- 
tainly appears  very  odd;  but  I  have  met  with 
many  other  instances  of  ihe  extreme  facility  with 
which  a  man  may  forget  his  native  language.  I 
once  became  acquainted  with  an  Englishman  in 
Prussia,  who  had  been  absent  from  home  only 
four  years;  and  yet  when  I  saw  him,  spoke 
his  own  language  with  the  difficulty  and  the 

VOL.  I.  M 
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aocent  of  a  foreigner.  I  know  a  family  resident 
in  Italy  who  are  similarly  circmnstanced.  Ladjr 
Mary  Montague  mentions  that  she  bad  not  ^^^ 
much  above  a  year  in  Turkey  before  she  felt 
that  she  was  fast  forgetting  her  English;  and 
that  reading  and  writing  were  not  alone  sufficient 
to  retdn  it. 

NORWEGIAN   PASTOR. 

Perhaps  I  have  kept  up  mine  by  frequently 
speaking  aloud  as  I  wandered  over  these  rocks, 
and  by  repeating  passages  out  of  some  of  your 
most  elegant  authors.  But  look  at  that  sunset  I 
is  it  not  glorious?.  I  can  now  bear  to  look  at 
yon  magnificent  orb,  to  which,  a  bhort  while  ago, 
I  dared  not  raise  my  eyes — ^I  groF  himrly 
dimmer  and  fainter  like  it,  and.  shall  soxm  e^drin 
night  a  career  .that,  had  bett^  never  haro  been 
run»  Though  I .  do  not  like  Ui^  evening  hoorr^ 
it  19  too  ^^l/^for  me-r-^yet  I  love  that  deiKviptiDn 
of  it  whic^  is  giiren  by  the  greatest  of  yoQXi>0Qt8, 
who  hath  breadied  his  mighty  spirit  on  hk  lines 
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ttHtiP  they  glowed ifith  reality  and  iiiiini»rtal  life; 
fiind  thws  they  infuse  into  the  breast  of  the 
reader  a  ray  of  their  own:  brightness^  and  enable 
him  io  s^e  distinctly  a  glorious  picture  that  mere 
naked  words  couM  never  have  embodied  or  called 
forth. 

"  Now  came  still  evening  on,  and  twilight  grey 
Had  in  her  sober  livery  dl  things  clad ; 
Silence  accompanied :  for  beast  and  bird, 
They  to  their  grassy  couch,  these  to  their  neits. 
Were  slonki  all  but  the  wakeful  nightingale ; 
She  cdl  night  long  her  amorous  descant  sung : 
Silence  was  pleased.    Now  glowed  the  firmament 
With  living  sapphires :  Hesperus,  that  led 
The  starry  host,  rode  brightest,  till  the  Moon, 
Rising  in  clouded  mt^esty,  at  length 

'  Apparent  queen,  unveiled  her  peerless  light, 
And  o'er  the  dark  her  silver  mantle  threw." 

^'    Milton  certainly  is  the  noblest  and  greatest 

-  poet  that  any  age  or  country  has  ever  produced. 

-1  Ao  not  object  to  what  some  term  his  affectation 

~  of  learning ;  it  should  be  remembered  that,  in 

hiij  day,  there  were  few  books  worth  reading  but 

those  of  the  ancient  authors — there  was  not  that 

multitude  of  works  which  in  later  times  have 
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helped  to  dinde  the  attention  aad  drntctct  ihe 
iDemory  of  mankind.  Men  of  captetty^  to  sBiiafy 
thdr  literary  appetite,  were  almost  cos^lled  to 
turn  to  the  glorious  field  of  andent  indiKtHj^i 
there  they  met  with  kmdred  genius^  with. meat 
eimobling  aspirations,  and  moat  iilustrious  eawn^ 
pies;  and  can  we  be  surprised  if,  amid  the 
outpourings  of  their  spirit,  we  frequently  find 
some  of  the  foundations  of  their  own .  gnnt: 
talents,  that,  slightly  periiaps  obstructing,  give 
also  variety  to  the  s^eam  of  fancy  ? 

SNGUSH   PASTOR. 

I  am  surprised  that  a  man  who  appears  to  be 
fond  of  literature  should  continue  to  live  in  this 
remote  solitude,  where  he  cannot  even  procure 
a  supply  of  books.  Have  you  no  wish  to  dwell 
more  within  the  influence  of  the  civilized  world? 

NORWEGIAN   PASTOR. 

The  civilisBed  world !    Sir,  I  Aam  dwelt  tiiere. 
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and  I  loiow  what  you  call  civilUadon.  Refine- 
ifient  in  knayery,  systematica)  treachery,  habitual 
ingratitiitdfr— these  are  the  ingredients  of  dvili- 
satnm.  Wrong*  injiisticei  tyranny,  slavery, 
telrtnre^^tbe  torture  of  the  mind)  which  the 
oppisession  of  the  powerAQ-  inffiets  on  the  feeble 
^rrthese  are  the  fruits  of  civilisation*  Shall  I 
iN^nm  and  dwell  amid  these,  and  behold  with 
imtience  the  villany  that  I  have  not  the  power  to 
prevent  or  pimish  ?  God  forbid !  I  will  show 
you  here  another  world,  such  as  is  dreamt  not  of 
in  that  which  you  have  left ;  you  shall  find  here 
simplicity,  goodness,  kindliness,  charity;  men 
who  imagine  no  wrong  against  their  neighbour, 
but  who -hasten  to  comfort  in  sickness  and 
rdieve  him  in  want.  Sir,  I  will  show  you  a 
whole  society  living  without  guile  ia  their  hearts, 
who  have  no  ambition  to  gratify,  and  no  craving 
after  riches  to  appease.  Shall  I  desert  them 
for  the  tinsel  of  the  world  ?  God  indeed  forbid — 
I  have  done  my  best  to  preserve  them  in  purity, 
Knd  I  will  remain  with  them  even  to  the  end. 
M  3 
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ENGLISH  PA8T0R. 

I  admire  your  motives,  though  I  think  your 
eharity  might  be  more  widely  diffiised.  But  it 
is  on  your  own  account  that  I  feel  regret ;  that 
you  should  be  qaate  removed  from  the  sympatiiy 
of  a  congenial  spirit,  and  be  condemned  to  waste 
in  solitude  those  powers  which  might  be  made 
subservient  to  the  instructi<m  of  mankind. 

NORWEGIAN   PASTOR. 

It  is  not  every  one  that  is  called  upon  to 
instruct  the  world,  or  is  ciqpable  of  it,  but  every 
one  is  required  to  do  something  towards  the 
improvement  of  those  within  the  immediate 
sphere  of  his  existence.  That  which  I  am  ahle» 
I  do ;  in  this,  solitude,  I  am  not  wholly  regardless 
of  Uie  wants  of  my  fellow-creatures ;  but  draw 
me  into  a  world  where  I  should  only  be  modced 
or  unheeded,  and  I  immediately  become  morose 
and  misanthropical.  Sir,  I  detest  a  city,  and 
the  crowded  abodes  of  men : 
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**  Ferreus  est,  quisquis  in  urbe  manet"* 

As  for  pleasures,  I  never  knew  them,  and 
therefore  regret  not  their  absence.  I  have  a 
bitterness  that  you  cannot  divine,  and  which, 
were  I  a  better  Christian,  perhaps  I  should  not 
experience — but  this  I  dare  not  speak  of,  lest 
I  become  mad  [and  his  eye  flashed  with  an 
extraordinary  wildness]. 

I  have  not  many  occupations,  it  is  true,  and 
they  are  simple  enough;  my  garden  requires 
some  attention ;  and,  as  I  have  no  male  servant, 
I  do  all  the  labour  myself.  I  have  my  bees  to 
watch  and  attend  to,  and  I  find  them  a  race  well 
deserving  of  study.  Come,  I  will  take  you  to 
my  colony.  Here  it  is,  in  a  bay  of  hills  which 
shelter  it  from  the  keen  blasts  of  the  east  and 
north.  In  choosing  this  spot,  I  had  regard  to 
the  directions  of  Virgil,  and  you  see  there  is  a 
dear  stream,  and  plenty  of  good  herbage.  As 
the  greater  part  of  the  4th  Georgic  relates  to  my 
&vourite  study,  I  have  pleasure  in  perusing  it, 

♦  Tibullus. 
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though  when  I  was  at  the  universfty  of  Chris- 
tiaaia,  I  knew  several  persons  who  pretended  to 
much  learning*  that  were  never  weary  of  finding 
&ult  with  it    Thank  heaven!  in  this  solitude 
I  may   admire   what  I  please,  wrdiout   being 
sneered  at  by  the.  learned,  or  put  to  the  trouble 
of  defending  my  options.     There  is  a  lightness, 
a  grace,  a  spirit,  a  buoyancy  in  most  of  the  lines 
in  this  Georgic  that  charm  me  very  much  ;  and 
in  making  a  translation,  the  oth^  day,  of  soooe 
of  them— in  your  language,  which  of  all  modern 
tongues  is  best  adapted  to  the  purpose — I  s^ove 
to  catch  that  tone  and  spirit,  though  I  have  not 
succeeded  so  well  as  I  could  wish.    As  this  spot 
bears  some  resemblance  to  the  place  described, 
I  will  just  repeat  a  few  lines,  be^nning  (I  think) 
at  the  third  of  the  original  :-— 

THE  BEE. 

I  will  sing  of  a  race  that  deserve  admiradoii, 
Of  leaders  illustrious,  rank,  and  society,  {pojmiot) 

Manners,  and  business,  and  battles. 
There  is  labour  in  trifles,  but  glory  attends  it. 
If  the  Gods  will  permit,  and  Apollo  will  listen* 
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Fiv$c^theD,  for  tby  beet  tbou  must  find  habitation  i:  [^ 
Where  the  winds  have  no  passage ;  or  else  when  retiuming 
With  booty  encumbered,  the  bees  shall  not  enter  their  home. 
Let  not  sihf  ep  nor  the  sportive  kid  frisk  en  the  flowers. 
Nor  the  heifer,  wide- wandering,  shake  off  the  dew, 
And  depress  the  young  herbage. 

Ohi  &£  be  the  lizard,  spotted  and  foul. 

Far  from  the  hive  be  the  merops  !* 

And  the  crimson-stained  breast  of  the  swallow ! 

Which  snaps  in  her  beak  the  po<ur  bee  as  he  flies, 
And  bears  the  sweet  food  to  her  nest 

Let  clear  sparkling  A>untains  be  present 

And  sleeping  lakes  bordered  with  moss, 

And  a  shallow  stream  wandering  through  herbage* 

X4et  the  palm  or  the  olive  o*ershadow  the  dwelling, 

That  when  the  new  monarch  shall  lead  forth  his  swarm, 

And  the  young  ones,  dismissed  from  the  hive,  wanton  idly, 

A  cool  pleasant  bank  may  be  nigh. 
And  a  friendly  tree  shelter  afford  from  the  sun. 

In  the  midst,  whether  motionless  sleeping, 

Or  swift  flowing  onward,  the  water, 
Lay  willows  across  it,  and  cast  in  it  ponderous  stones ; 

That  the  bees  may  find  rest  on  these  bridges, 

And  expand  their  wet  wings  to  the  sun. 
Should  Eurus,  impetuous,  disperse  them,  delaying, 

Or  whelm  them,  alas !  in  the  grave. 

Here  let  there  be  lavender  green,  [savory, 

The  far-sceAtftd  thyme,  and  great  store  of  the  strong-smelling 

And  let  violets  drink  of  the  fountain  they  love* 

•  The  Bee-eater. 
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But  I  see  you  are  tired,  and  I  must  Bpclog^ze 
for  the  infliction.  The  sun  has  disappeared, 
and  it  is  time  to  return. 

BNGLISH  PASTOR. 

You  appear.  Sir,  to  be  an  admirer  of  the 
classics.  So  am  I — but  I  do  not  yield  them 
unqualified  admiration.  There  is  a  stiffiiees, 
and  an  uncai^emidUiy  about  the  Roman  poets 
that  deny  to  them  the  power  of  greatly  exciting 
our  sympathy  or  interest  Though  they  possess 
a  dignity  and  grandeur  which  have  never  been 
attained  in  an  equal  degree  by  any  modem 
writer,  except  Milton,  they  treat  very  clumsily 
of  the  nice,  delicate,  and  intricate  machinery  of 
the  heart.  How  coarse  are  their  ideas  of  love ! 
how  degraded  is  the  female  character  as  por- 
trayed by  them ! 

NORWEGIAN  PASTOR. 

Sir,  you  forget  that  women  were,  in  lliose 
days,  a  less  cultivated  order  of  beings,  and  that 
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tbe  tone  of  their  character  was  really  greatly 
bdow  i^  present  pitch.    The  sturdy  Romans 
were  not  such  fools  as  to  consider  their  women 
angels ;  it  was  the  Goths  that  first  began  to  pay 
them  that  respect  ahd  adoration  which  they  so 
little  deserved,  and  wfaidr,  throughout  the  duval- 
rotis  ages,  was  carried  to  an  insane  pitch  of 
extravagance.    The  Romansi  of  course^  could 
depict  woman  only  ms  experieaee  showed,  or 
bocdcs  or  traditions  displayed  her;   for  imagi- 
nalion  can  trace  no: distinct  outline  of  an  object 
to  which  the  senses  are  wholly  strangers.     Let 
beatify  be  the  test  of  this.    Do  you  think  it 
possible  to  conceive  the  image  of  a  being  whoUy 
ideal? — it  is  nc^    Let  a  man  work  up  his  fimcy 
to.  the.  highest  degree  of  refinement,  and  he  will 
acknowledge  that  each  feature,  each  charm  of 
the  creature  of  his  imagination,  is  traceable  to 
some  being  that  once  had  an  actual  existence — 
softened,  perhaps,  into  the  beautifiil  indistinct** 
ness  of  a  dream,  as  time  may  have  thrown  his 
mist  betwixt  the  beholder  and  the  object,  but 
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Still  bearing  such  strong  marks  of  identity  that 
the  memory,  if  pressed,  cannot  fail  to  recognise 
the  original.     Let  any  one  try  to  imagine  a 
being  perfectly  beautiful.     He  fixes  his  thoughts 
on  woman;    he   hallows  her   into  angel;    he 
exhausts  his  fancy  in  modellmg  her  features — 
and  when  he  has  finished,  if  he  look  on  his 
work  with  attention,  he  perceives  it  to  be  the 
image  of  a  creature  he  onc^  beheld  in  all  the 
vividness  of  life.     It  is  a  form  stamped  for  ever 
on  the  memory,  and  interwoven  with  the  very 
germs  of  the  fancy ;  if  it  be  not  perfection,  he 
can  conceive  nothing  more  perfect:  in  vain  he 
strives  to  alter  the  features, — they  continually 
reappear,  like  those  of  a  man  in  the  glass, 
which    he   for  a    moment  obscures    with    his 
breath.     In  short,  were  it  granted  us  to  give 
life  to  the  most  beautiful  vision  our  imagina- 
tion   could     conceive,     we     should     produce 
nothing  more  beautiful  than  we  Imou)  to  have 
existed. 
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ENGLISH   PASTOR, 

You  speak,  Sir,  with  so  much  fervour  that 
I  cannot  but  imagine  you  have  in  your  mind, 
at  this  moment  J  the  image  of  some  being  of 
divine  excellence,  whom  you  may  have  known 
yourself  in  the  days  of  youth. 


I  shall  never  forget  the  expression  of  his 
countenance  as  I  made  this  idle  remark.  He 
turned  deadly  pale,  his  eye  glared  on  me  with 
the  light  of  a  maniac,  his  limbs  tottered  beneath 
him,  and  he  gasped  for  breath  in  a  frightful 
manner,  and  I  quite  expected  to  see  him  go 
iAto  convulsions;  but  he  sat  down  on  the  hill 
sid^,  and  remained  in  a  kind  of  stupor  for  several 
minutes.  I  stammered  out  a  few  incoherent 
words,  but  he  made  no  reply,  and  at  length 
got  up  and  walked  towards  his  home ;  I  follow- 
ing,  very  much  disconcerted  and  concerned. 

VOL.  I.  N 
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TIubIu  I  to  myae\£,  can  a  man  of  his  appd- 
sendy  vigorous  mind  have  been  die  preyef  t^ 
ridiculous  a  passion  as  love?  Has  he  reatty. 
fled  to  this  solitude  to  escape  from  its  p^se- 
cutions,  and  yet  remains  still  under  their 
influence  ?    Well  hast  thou  said,  Properdus : — 


*'  Qud  fiigis,  ah  dement  ?  nulla  est  fuga :  tu  licdt  usque, 
Ad  Tanaim  fugias,  usque  iequetur  amor,** 


It  was  quite  dusk  when  we  reached  the 
house;  he  scarcely  spoke  during  supper,  after 
which  we  drew  our  chairs  towards  the  fire,  and 
he  thus  addressed  me : — "  You  have  opened, 
unintentionally,  a  chasm  in  my  heart  that  was 
never  indeed  perfecdy  closed ;  but  I  did  not  wish 
to  reveal  any  weakness  to  a  stranger.  Neverthe- 
less, I  owe  you  a  return  for  having  made,  you 
the  witness  of  my  failing ;  and  if  you  choose  to 
hear  it,  I  will  tell  you  my  history,  for  there  is 
that  in  your  countenance  which  makes  me  deem 
you  worthy  of  my  confidence.**    I  hastened  to 
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^ifiir^  Jrim  of  my  sympathy »  and  my  anxiety  to 
be  tmacb  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  bis 
Hlfef  ancj.  he  thereupon  commenced  his  narrative 
M^ctbqutfurdier  preface. 


END   OF   VOL.    I. 


i..  (LAY,  PRIKTCR,  BREAD*8TR££T-SlL 
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TO  MEMORY. 


*Ti8  not  for  me,  when  near  the  base 
Of  Life's  abrupt  and  darkening  slope, 

Upon  my  downward  path  to  trace 
The  light  and  fairy  form  of  Hope. 

No  more  for  me  the  smile  she  wreathes 
That  lures  us  on  from  care  to  care, 

Until  the  dear  deluder  breathes 
Her  flattering  whispers  to  Despair. 

But  though  no  more  on  earth  she  bends 
O'er  one  who  is  no  more  her  slave, 

She  proves  at  last  the  best  of  friends. 
And  waits  his  footsteps  at  the  grave  ; 

No  longer  false,  though  still  more  fair, 
And  brighter  than  the  evening  sky. 

My  stedfast  view  beholds  her  there, 
Whilst  speaking  life  to  those  that  die. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


IV  DEDICATION. 

Beyond  the  grave  her  image  cbeen — 

Beyond  the  bounds  of  mortal  gloom- 
But  on  thit  side  what  ray  appears 
To  chase  the  shadows  of  the  tomb  ? 

No!  not  for  me  can  life  bestow 
Another  gleam  of  light  divine ; 

Perhaps  but  small  my  weight  of  woe. 
But  still,  of  joy  what  more  is  mine  t 

Amid  the  gloom  that  closes  o'er 
This  feeble  frame,  now  sinking  fiiisti 

But  little  courts  to  look  before. 
Though  something  beckons  from  the  past. 

Yes !  though  too  oft  condemned  to  mourn 
0*er  vain  regrets  that  will  not  die. 

The  heart  in  sadness  lores  to  turn 
To  thee,  to  thee,  O  Memory! 

In  sadness  loves — for  who  can  view, 
Unwrung,  thy  cold,  still  smile  serene  ? 

Thy  features  fixed— thine  eye  of  blue. 
Wherein  the  loved,  the  lost  are  seen? 

Some  vivid  thoughts  we  fondly  cherish. 
Though  pleasure  almost  yields  to  pain, 

When  all  the  past  that  did  not  perish 
Smiles  sadly  back  on  us  again. 
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Still,  still  though  wrung,  we  love  to  dwell 
On  scenes  and  forms,  and  feelings  gone ; 

And  oft  'mid  these  can  Memory  tell 
Of  some  all-bright  and  cloudless  one^ 

Some  spot  amid  the  waste  of  years 
That  smiles,  reflects^  and  gladdens  yet ; 

Where  Memory  sits  undimmed  by  tears. 
And  there  is  nought  we  would  forget 

Lone-gazing  o'er  Life's  darkened  sea, 

One  spot  I  love  to  watch  indeed — 
My  grateful  thoughts  still  turn  to  thee, 

Land  of  the  hospitable  Swede ! 

I  thank  thee.  Memory,  for  the  light 

Thou  shed'st  upon  this  lonely  heart, 
Whence  Hope  hath  ta*en  her  distant  flight. 

And  thou  alone  dost  not  depart. 

Thou,  only  thou,  stand'st  faithful  by. 
When  Age  warns  other  friends  to  flee ; — 

With  grateful  heart,  dear  Memory  I 
This  tome  I  consecrate  to  thee. 

The  Pastor  op  Ccreweli.. 
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THE  NORTH  OF  EUROPE. 


CHAPTER  I. 

THE   pastor's   story. 

My  father  was  a  clergyman,  whose  cure  lay 
about  two  miles*  to  the  north-east  of  this  place. 
Poor  as  he  was,  he  contrived  to  educate  me,  his 
oidy  child,  at  the  University  of  Christiania, 
where  I  spent  a  good  part  of  my  time  in  study, 
that  I  might  show  myself  to  be  not  undeserving 

*  A  Norwegian  mile  ii  about  7i  English  milei. 
VOL.  II.  B 
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of  that  affection  which  had  made  manjr  8aorifioe4 
on  my  account.  Bred  in  the  solitude  of  xngmts^ 
tainfi  and  early  accustomed  to  look  for  ao  otfaet 
amusements  than  my  own  bosom  suggested  I 
hare  ever  had  an  aversion  to  the  company  of  dl^ 
gay  and  the  thoughtless ;  and  whilst  at  Cllri^ 
tiania,  spent  entirely  in  solitary  meditf^tiw  thcNsie 
moments  which  are  by  most  men  devoted  to.  the 
pleasures  of  society  or  the  sympathies  of  feieodr 
ship. 

There  is  an  evil  in  solitude  that  I  greasy 
deplore;  it  in  no  slight  degree  unfits  us  Iprtb^ 
commerce  of  the  world,  making  all  interQo«rs(e 
with  our  fellow  men  exceedingly  painfiil,  and 
creating  aaround  us  an  ideal  world  of  ouc  t3^«qpt 
tlmt  we  ever  shrink  to  forsake,  until  dsanuL 
without  its  mfluence  by  those  rude  shocks  j<iif 
life  which  continually  remind  us  that .  humiNi 
affairs  require  to  be  directed  by  active  ea^ertiw^ 
Wdien  I  left  the  University  I  return^  t&  mg 
lather's  house,  and  did  not  immediately  enl^ 
into  holy  orders.    I  believe  I  infimAed  'yOu  Ihal 
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M^'kK)liier  was  m  Englishwoman.  I  took  great 
|d0fimr6  in  her  language^  and  in  the  literature  of 
tofixMDtry,  having  procured  many  books,  at 
CfaMsr&taia.  that  I  read  with  the  greatest  avidity. 
Id^' mother  died  whilst  I  was  at  the  University, 
idld'on  my  retmm  I  found  my  father's  house  ttie 
ii^tie  of  desolation  and  woe.  Having  but  little 
Id  employ  me,  I  yielded  to  the  natural  bent  of 
s^f  inclination,  and  passed  whole  days  in  wait- 
deripg  among  my  native  mountains ;  nor  did  I 
t^Httii^  long  content  with  that  limited  range,  but, 
i^ofulred  like  you,  absented  myself  for  weeks 
WA  months  together,  making  many  exewrsions 
%t9r  this  and  the  neighbouring  country.  My 
fwssion  for  solitude  increased  with  indulgence; 
0r  rath^  my  reluctance  to  mix  with  human  kind; 
Ibr^I  was  compelled  to  admit  that  happiness  was 
W0t  to' be  found  in  the  life  I  was  leading.  No ! 
even  wfaibt  I  wandered  whithersoevor  fancy 
migbl  sruggest,  I  was  perfectly  wretched;  and, 
vAAcki  was  most  irritating,  without  being  able  to 
vttte^  ^atfsfiictorily  wherefore.  Restless  and 
6  2 
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miserable^  I  wanted  an  object  to  engage  'itif 
thoughts  and  require  the  exertion  of  activity/ btft 
J^new  not  where  to  find  one.  My  imaginatioff,' 
naturally  vigorous,  fretted  within  me  for  want  of 
food  and  employment,  and  preyed  on  my  mind 
like  the  dogs  of  Scylla  on  their  parent.  I  hdd: 
long  determined  that  happiness  was  not  to  be 
found  in  the  society  of  our  fellows;  that  she  was 
far  distant  from  solitary  mu^ings  I  was  foreed'td 
confess ;-^where  then  should  I  seek  her?  I 
began  to  wonder  why  I  had  been  created,  siisce 
though  no  worldly  misfortunes  allowed  me  tc^ 
assign  a  rational  cause  for  misery,  I  felt  that  1 
was  doomed  to  drag  out  a  life  of  despair.  X 
could  see  no  prospect  of  relief  in  the  future ;  it 
promised  to  be  at  least  as  blank  and  motionless 
as  the  present;  and  I  could  not  endure  'th6 
thought  of  that.  I  would  gladly  have  hailed 
any  '^severities  of  fortune,  might  I  only  HitV6 
combated  them  with  the  full  energies  of  m';^ 
mind.  I  was  at  times  perfectly  furious  as  1 
boked  oh  the  hopeless,  rayless,  vision  df  life^ 
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ai^l  bad  it  not  been  for  my  absolute  poverty^ 
VfQiild  have  wandered  to  the  ends  of  the  earth 
ill  search  of  a  change  of  existence.  At  last, 
fsonceiying  life  to  be  no  longer  supportablci  I 
jre^olved  to  seek  oblivion  and  quiet  in  the  depths 
cif.the  Glommen;  and  accordingly  wrote  my 
^|her  a  hasty  ferewell,  informing  him  of  my 
ce^olation.  But  Providence  interfered  even  at 
tbQ,  last  hour,  and  preserved  my  life,  that  I 
.flight  know  days  and  years  of  far  bitterer 
j|i)guisl}.  Just  as  I  was  leaving  the  house  to 
carry,  my  design  into  execution,  I  met  a  man 
bearing  a  wooden  box  addressed  to  my  late 
9iotber.  Struck  with  curiosity,  I  stayed  to 
^xamine  it,  and  found  it  to  contain  some  English 
books  which  had  been  sent  her  by  a  relation, 
(.opened  one,  and  soon  became  so  deeply 
interested,  that  I  determined  to  postpone  the 
^pur  of  death  until  I  had  finished  the  perusal  of 
it.:  this  done,  I  engaged  in  another,  and  there- 
fore allowed  myself  a  little  longer  respite ;  and 
I   bad  not  read   more    than  two    volunuis  of 


Digitized 


by  Google 


6  ABVBKTTTKBS  IK    "' 

Sh&speafe,  before  the  clouds  of Kfe  bigm^tb 
break;  my  spirits reyived^  my  appetite  retariid(!h 
I  retired  to  bed  late,  and  enjoyed  sweet  Mutdbeftij 
and  rose  early  and  returned  to  my  stadksi  1 
•was  able  to  smile  at  many  pleasant  pasehges, 
and  absolutely  laughed  at  the  idea  of  Sir  John 
falstaffih  the  clothes-basket  In  short,  I  bcgah 
to  think  life  would  not  be  so  very  insupportaUfe 
now  that  I  had  Sfaakspeare  to  read.  Thene 
were  also  aome  good  novels  in  this  treas^^vjr, 
which  I  read  with  very  great  attenti^Hi  aiM 
thought  very  surprising.  At  last,  hQwevei>,'4 
got  to  the  end  of  the  store,  and  resolved  ncHito 
^read  them  agahi  for  several  months,  as  I  thcv^ 
that  the  prospect  of  so  great  a  pleasure  woiiUkibe 
mdtive  sufficient  to  induce  me  to  live,  ai«l>inJtfaie 
fiieantime  I  should  have  something  to  antiei|nile 
atid  muse  upon.  -  *  itl 

But  diese  works  had  opened  a  tiew  etlt  ^notay 

views.    I  found  that  I  had  yet  to  begin  tbiieal 

^business  of  life,  which  I  perceived  to  consistin 

the  perplexities  of  love.  Filled  with  ^this  cqiiseit, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


THB  flOKTH   OF  EUROPE,  7 

iranpftitd  my  wahdetinga  otrer  the  moii^laiiis, 

itji$h  .«piritfi  gieeady  imftoved,  for  I  now  saw^ 

tkoHgb  very  .indi^tinctlyy  and  without  any  regular 

outHm^  an  object  in  the  distance  which  I  was 

saaphned  to -attain.    Being  determined  to  find  a 

mbtreaa  somewhere  or  other,  I  visited  all  the 

faon^housea  within  many  miles  of  my  dwelling, 

hOt^unfevtunately  without  success,  for  my  ima- 

igkiation  waa  not  sufficiently  active  to  represent 

aajrof'.the  ladiea  I  met  with,  as  the  refined  and 

elegant  being  I  sought.    Greatly  disappointed 

iand  oiiagrined,  I  retired  into  the  depths  of  the 

mountains^  and  with  much  care  depicted  the 

;fi»m  and  ehaxacter  of  the  divine  cireature  I  hqied 

:w&  day  to  disooven  This  phantasm  became  now 

^Aenofe  subject  of  my  thoughts,  and  I  spent  ll^hole 

idqra^ln  ddightfttl  eoUoquies  with  my  ideal  miatrese. 

The  more  I  dwelt  on  her  ineffitble  charmsi  the 

^moire  disgusted  I  became  with  the  rustic  beauties 

^jnbeni  I  occasionally  saw.    I  had  painted  perCac- 

atian ;  and  what  mortal  should  compare  with  the 

I  had  set  up  ?    The  graeea  of  her  sylph- 
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like  ilgure  irere  tmly  rivalled  by  the  beliiitjr  aS^ 
Tiehnesfl  of  her  tnindt  the  refinement  of  her  f^* 
ing,  the  svreetness  of  her  temper,  and  the  wariniili 
of  her  aflfeetioB.  There  was  always  a  coai!^- 
ne69,  a  groasnessyan  ignorance  or  aiselfishn^ 
$kiont  the  niaterial  beauties  I  beheld,  that  n^v&r 
fiiUed  to  disgust  me,  and  I  returned  withini!reas^d 
satiS&Mrtion  to.my  own  peculiar  contemplations; 

I  continued  in  this  train  for  several  i&Mtfai> 
when  I  began  to  tire  of  the  unsubstantiality  tulF 
the  dream ;  and  having  read  Shakspearef  again^-^ 
that  is  to  say,  all  the  plays  which  are  not  his-* 
torical,  for  Ihese  I  was  then  in  no  huiiCionr  to 
enjoy,  I  resolved  to  -  engage  in  some  nefw 
jmrsuit.  I  was  moreover,  much  annoyed  by  ttife 
importunity  of  my  father,  who  pressed  me  coti-^ 
tinually  to  enter  into  orders— a  step  I  by  ii& 
means  inclined  to,  as  I  had  a  great  horror  of 
fixing  mjrself  irrevocably  in  one  particular  ciA^ 
ing«  Besides,  ambitious  thoughts  *  had  beeh 
btely  implanted  in  my  breast;  I  conceived  tl& 
project' of  distinguishing  myself,  by^ome  ra^att3 
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^^ich,  I  had  not  yet  detefmined  on,)  and  wklaing 
^g^heart  and  band  of  some  beautifiil  being  that 
^llll^ld  b<a.  the  counterpart  of  my  ideal  midtre^a^ 
^(^^fhe  daughter  at  least  of  a  bar(m  or  an  earl- 
^ififlected  upon  the  good  fortune  of  Bassanio.. 
|]^,the  Merchant  of  Venice,  and  Valentine,  in  tfce 
»Tw;p  Gentlem«i  of  Verona  (doubtless  far  beyond 
thj^ii:  deserts,)  and  saw  no  reason  why  I  (perhaps 
^fequal  merit)  should  be  greatly  behind  them  in 
•^jich.  achievements.  Just  at  this  time  also,  (and 
I  l^ked  upon  the  circumstance  as  an  especial 
ipstance  of  Divine  favour,)  the  only  relation  I 
jpspessed  in  the  wwld,  that  I  know  of,  (except 
pp^y  iather,)  was  good  enough  to  die,  and  leave  n^e 
Jbi^  ^fleets,  to  the  amount  of.  a  thousand  pounds 
pC  jploglish  money,  with  an  exhortation  to  tire 
jQcyg^y*  on  the  interest,  in  more  majorum.  The 
i^^tter  .sentence,  however,  I  did  not  read  tittlhe 
Qipqey  was  all  spent;  and  now  having  got  pos4 
se^^n  of  a  tolerable  fortune,  I  bade  far^ell  to 
TSfff  lather,  promising  a  speedy  return,  and  set 
out  &r  England.  Whilst  at  the  University  t>f 
b3 


Digitized 


by  Google 


10  AByl»iTirft«  m     ' 

Christiatiift,  I  had  made  Imt  om  fHcmd,  utifl  he 
-was  an  Engliahman,  the  Bridah  Coamil  4r  fiittifi- 
^dent  therei  a  ttan  of  small  fbrtMe  but;  gibd 
eannmoas*  He  had  offered  me  iettett'^  of 
introdaGtion  to  his  friendsi  should  I  eret  AiAk 
of  viBiting  Great  Britain,  which  now  I  did  not 
fail  to  apply  for,  and  very  shortly  reoeb»ed# 

I  landed  at  Hull  with  my  luggage  in  tofhaiiiis 
and  remained  in  the  town  several  dAy^WMe- 
cover  from  the  first  eflfects  of  aslonishm^t;  for 
I  had  never  before  beheld  so  great  a  oon^ours^ 
of  people,  such  a  hurry  of  business,  BXi&  'el^- 
fusion  of  carriages  and  vehicles  of  eveiy  desterip- 
H(»a.  Surely,  said  I,  this  must  be  an  ^xtrii0r- 
ditiary  people ;  every  man  seems  to  have  ^e 
care  <>f  the  nation  on  his  brow,  and  ho  <^ne  liias 
time  to  pause  even  for  a  moment  to  salut^^he 
friend  whom  he  meets  in  the  street.  '  I  %tA>d 
aside  for  about  an  hour,  observing  die  oeMn- 
teiiMice  of  every  man  that  hurried  past,  l^ut  I 
eould  read  nothing  there  save  the  deep  ttaces'  of 
the  finger  of  Mammon.  '-^ . 
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id  9?t>  shorten  my  slory,  I  tmvelted  from  townio 

f^lfitti "by  4he  publk  diligenoe^  uAtil  I  arrived  at 
I-Uie  great  iKietrOpoliB)  where  I  was  finr  a  long 
^  lime  60  amased  tuid  confounded  by  its  vastness, 
^9$A  tbe  nK)Ss&5  <$onfiision,  and  continual  whirl 
}r3«hklt  prevailed,  that  I  began  to  fear  I  should 

nevet  enjoy  again  the  right  exetxsise  of  reason. 

:;'Wtaeii.  I  had  somewhat  recovered  from  the  first 

4»ewildmtig  sensations,  I  presented  one  of  my 
^  llettevs-  of  introduotion  to  a  relation  of  my  friend 
,Jkbe  Consul,  who  received  me  with  much  civility 

jpynd  friendliness* 
.      I  so  locm  acquired  the  English  manners,  and 

jfoke  the  language  so  fluentiy,  that,  among  the 
Jadies,  I  excited  no  feeling  but  disappointment ; 
^,jfor  having  no  idea  that  Old  Norway  produced 
'^  any  tlung  which  was  not  of  kin  to  a  bear,  they 
inM^  expected  to  behold  me  with  a  shaggy  hide 

tfiad  short  taiL 

1   i:i  beeame  now  acquainted  with  two  persons, 
:  .the  recollection  of  whom  awakens  in  me  many 

painful  emotions;   but   I  am  resolved  (haying 
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onee  begun)  to  inforai  you  of  dl  tinL$|xiiiaip^ 
fimtures  of  my  life,  and  I  have  too  long  desfnsft 
the  bittere«|  pat^s  to  be  deterred  by  them^iioahF 

The  eldest  of  theae  penone  was,  the  CottDtaiir 
of  jHumUe(on>  a  woman  not  moi^e  diatiiigiBafaeA 
by  ber  rank,  than  the  endowments  of  her  mad^' 
tbe  generosity  of  her  temper,  and  the  justnasa  of 
her  diacrunination.  She  greatly  despiaed- ilfae 
fops  and  fools  who  compose  the  mass  of  tha^ 
circle  in  which  she  was  acenstomed  to  nunre,  ani 
haying  been  tried  in  her  youth  in  the  fire- of 
adversity,  had  learnt  to  prefer  sincerity  k>  Atm^ 
and  the  conversation  of  a  rational  being  to  die 
jargon  of  &sbioa  or  tlie  simpers  of  lActatkm 
It  was  difficult  to  become  acquainted  withherv 
but  ber  friendship,  once  obtained,  was  not  easily 
shaken;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  moalhs./i, 
bad  reason  to  believe  myself  possessed  of  it  .><  ^ 

She  had  one  daughter,  Lady  Eiyiily  IttspweU^v 
beautiful,  graceful,  accomplished>  witty,  and> 
winning ;  I  beheld,  adpaired,  and  loved*  In^lbe 
course  of  the  summer  I  received  an  invitaticai  J^^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


THE  y^Orn^'  M<~  t9|lOFE«  i$ 

iptfndbflepne^iHie  at  HumUetoiY  House,'  lit  Berk*' 
Ain|raDd  :<duri]ig  part  of  my  stay  was  theordy 
imitop:^  I  had  therefore  opportunity  io  study 
ibeidHOractar  of  Lady  Emily.  There  were  some 
fimg^'Asit  I  certoinly  wished  amended;  she 
^d»&  evidently  fond  of  admiration j«  and  too  eag^f 
iodi^By  her  charms  and  accomplishments-;  at 
tiilies^-toov  r  doubted  her  sincerity,  but  a  sofiie 
jor^n  look  would  soon  banish  my  suspicions^  and 
thoriU  .me  ¥rith  the  most  intoxicating  emotions, 
lofatuated  fool !  I  was  mad  enough  to  beliel^ 
that-  a  poor  Norwegian,  with  scarce  a  dollar  in 
the  world,  was  not  an  unfitting  match  for  rank, 
wealtli^  and  beauty.  Against  these,  I  ventured 
l0*>flet' in  opposition  my  untried  talents — which 
jny  absurd  canity  whispered  to  be  of  no  ordinary 
iheasore^^and  my  handsome  figure  and  features, 
which  I  then  held  in  no  slight  esteem.  ¥ou 
QUtylaogh  at  these  confessions  if  you  please  f  I 
dare  si^  many  others  at  one  period  of  their 'Kfe^ 
ha^e  been  just  as  absurd,  with  quite  as  sleftdef* 
{uetenstons. 
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At  one  time  I  would  fiiney  that  tbe  wbmt 
of  mj  aflSnstion  whb  in  some  degree  retcribid; 
but  I  was  often,  by  her  casual  coldness,  pte- 
cipitated  into  the  depths  of  despair*  Ske  htvw 
well  how  to  manage  fools :  and  I  was  indeedla 
feoly  for  I  was  ready  to  trust  and  love  every  one 
who  addressed  me  with  frankness  and  t/ptovtew. 
My  heart  expanded  with  good-will  towards  «U 
men^  and  I  would  have  put  myself  to  any  iwcoh- 
venience  to  have  eased  the  afflicted  of  la  atn^e 
sigh,  or  given  one  beam  of  joy  to  a  feUoMrnifdrtld 
•—so  weak  was  I  in  those  days. 

In  Lady  Emily  Lispwell  I  thought  I  had <  at 
last  found  that  perfection  I  sought;  but  l^left 
Humbleton  House  without  having  declared  wiih 
my  lips  the  passion  which  my  manner  and  looks 
almost  as  plainly  expressed.  I  was  rather  dis- 
concerted by  the  coolness  of  the  GbiuiitdsSf  who 
seemed  to  perceive,  and  disapprove  oC  >my 
attachment,  and  yet  to  grieve  for  the  uneasiness 
it  was  likely  to  cause  me.  i 

When  I  returned  to  London  I  began  to.tfdnk 
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muk^  ttbre  dalmly  of  the  distance  betwixt  roe 

<  ixsi  liie  object  of  my  ambition ;  and  the  prospect 

"ali|io^:droVe  me  to  despair*    But  I  was  some- 

""Wliat  revived  by  the  thought  that  I  might  per- 

i^hh^'by  some  feat  o£  talent  place  myself  Qearer 

^Otk  H'  levd  with  the  prize  I  aimed  at^  and.  con- 

<eet9ed  that  the  only  mode  of  accomplishing  this 

leonkimmation  would  be  by  writing  a  book*    As 

Jv' had  always  been  rather  of  a  philosophical 

>tutimy  -I   resolved  to  compose  ,a  hasty  treatise 

-^^'Cte  the  Adaptation  of  National  Food  to  the 

development  of  Mental  Powers  in  the  Citizens 

^'ol -difi^rent  Countries,"  in  order  that  I  might 

•'p&y^  a  compliment  to  your  nation,  by  {»*oving 

itbat  there  is  a  wonderful  sympathy  between 

'^  toast  beef   and  a  valiant    spirit,    firmness  of 

•4haTa<iter,  and  honesty  of  heart.     Vain  as  I 

)imst'l  had  still  a. few  qualms  as  to  the  suffi- 

den^y  for  the  task  of  my  abilities  and  leamtng, 

4nit    I    was    reassured   by  observing   that   in 

England  the  authors  who  are  most  wanting  in 

/<these   respocts   are    the    most   successful    and 
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popular;  and  ^t^  in  fiict,  na  aulhor/iif  h^^^i^ 

to  stand  fair  in  the  favour  of  the  public,  ,i<^«{K 

•truly  unfortunate  as  the  possessor  of:geniaa,Qi^ 

learning.  ^^  .^ 

I  persevered  in  the  work  I  had  chosen  with, 
indefatigable  industry,  cheered  with  the  tlx>i;^ghf 
that  I  had  at  last  found  a  beii%  of  congenial^ 
spirit  whom  I  might  cherish  with  devoted  A^odr; 
ness,  and  love  with  intensest  ardour;  who  coul^ 
feel  for  me,  love  me,  understand  me — glow  as- 1^ 
glowed,  sympathize  with  my  keenest  feaUngs, 
and  charm  away  the  gloom  that  was  inherentr^u^' 
my  temper  by  the  graces  of  her  wit  and  the- 
playfulness  of  her  disposition. 

Whilst  engaged  one  morning  with  my  utual, 
occupation,  an  acquaintance  unexpectedly  fn^ 
i^ed  my  room,  and  informed  me  that  La4^ 
ItuQibleton  was  returned  to  town;  and  he  wen^ 
qn  to  add,  that  he  knew  I  was  in  love  w^> 
her  daughter,  and  what  was  at  least  as  much  ta 
the  purpose,  that  she  returned  the  passion,  >wi|^ 
an  equal  ardour.     I  heard  him  with  glowing. 
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^iiMk8^  aiihd<  a  betitthg  heart,  and  candidly  ^ffi^ 
d&sMt'ihe  state  of  my  affectionis,  and  the 
e^itbtis  Iwas  making  to  obtain  the  prize  I 
panted  for.  He  strongly  dissuaded  me  firoht 
(i^ffitiriTig  my  labours,  and  urged  me  to  fly 
itiifiBediately  to  my  mistress  and  declare  my 
pas^imi;  and  followed  up  his  advice  with  so 
nk^y  aarguments  against  delay  that  1  resolved  la 
adopt  H;  and  that  very  morning  set  off  upon  my 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  many  tiroes  I  stopped 
h%£^  I  reached  Lady  Humbleton's  door;  my 
heart;  beat  with  terrific  violence  as  I  pondered 
on  the  best  mode  of  opening  the  trenches;  ahd 
ail  I  iiftM  the  knocker  with  a  trembling  hand, 
Z^ghsfied  so  much  for  breath  that  I  could  hardly 
adk^^e  footman  whether  her  ladyship  were  at 
home.  She  was ;  and  I  found  her  alone.  After 
some  trifling  conversation,  I  entered  on  the 
siJbject  which  engrossed  my  soul;  and  then 
tite  full  conviction  of  the  madness  of  my  tcoh* 
^ct  rashed  upon  me  with  such  overwhelmiil^ 
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Tioleneey  that  I  wi»  very  neaj^  snatduBg.  «^ 
jmf  hat  and  running  away  without  wutin^  lor 
an  answer.  Her  ladyship  listened  with  p^riMe 
attei^oni  and  answered  with  ey^ry  ajq^elurance 
oi  concern — ^but  I  cannot  tell  you  what  ^ 
answered — I  do  not  know.  My  senses  atiovpst 
forsook  me,  tny  brain  whirled,  and  I  jpeoollciQt 
only  that  she  said  her  daughter  had  beep 
engaged  for  several  months  to  a  mwd  wbo^e 
infamous  name  I  do  not  pretend  to  reroem]^« 
Just  at  this  time,  in  came  Lady  Emily  hersjrif ; 
but  what  passed  between  us  I  cannot  teU ;  aU^ 
confusion,  and  darkness,  and  torture  to  my 
wrung  memory,  and  how  I  left  the  house  I 
have  not  the  least  recollection.  The  Hc^ 
morning  I  quitted  London  ;  I  mounted  the  fyfSt 
diligence  I  found  in  the  street,  without  inqutriog 
its  destination,  and  it  brought  me  by  evenings  to 
Ramsgate.  I  stayed  several  days  there,  fkaur 
dering  about  the  shore,  utterly  consumed  widi 
rage  and  despair,  cursing  myself  a  thqtfsonfi 
times  a  day  to  the  lowest  pit  of  hell  fcA*  beii^ifti 
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ifkBiss^  idi^t^  Biki  wishbig  the  earth  would  open 
ffi^vairaUow  loe  up^  and  hide  isie  from  my 
itt»etj  and  shame. 

- '  A-ebnveyance  going  to  Hastinga,  I  paa&ed  on 
lUither,  where  I  continued  to  rave  and  perform 
tikffljr  antics  on  the  sea-shore^  to  the  admiration, 
M  dotibt><of  the  ragged  scoundrels  who  abound 
^t  Aat*  place.  One  evening,  as  I  paced  up  and 
do#ifk  my  room  at  the  hotel,  a  man  opened  the 
do6r^  ^nd  then  immediately  prepared  to  with- 
dr&Wi  apologizing  for  an  inadvertent  intrusion. 
Silt  suddenly  advancing  into  the  room,  he 
^^xclaimed,  **  Ah  !  is  it  you  ?  '*  and  as  he  seemed 
^o  ^ictt  a  recognition,  I  was  obliged  to  acknow- 
ledge him  for  a  London  acquaintance.  Seadng 
himself  without  a:n  invitation,  he  conversed  for 
j^ome  •  time  on  i^arious  topics  which  were  not  of 
juffioient  interest  to  elicit  from  me  any  remark ; 
atleogdi^  with  an  affectation  of  sympathy  in 
bis'  mamoier,  he  observed,  that  he  was  sorry  a 
focaigner  had  been  subjected  to  the  treatment 
I  had  received,  and  declared  that  bis  countrymen 
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were  certainly  the  rudest  and  most  inlM^ 
pitaUe  of  any  naUon  in  the  known  world/  i 
insisted  on  an  explanation ;  and  with  mudi  fW 
tended  confusion,  and  wonder  at  my  not  ha/ting 
heard  it  before,  he  informed  me  that  the  comiHoii 
topic  of  conversation  among  a  certain  set  m 
London,  was  that  Charles  Sparewit  had  heto; 
what  is  termed,  quia^zing  me,  (the  poor,  ignorant^ 
simple  stranger,)  by  persuading  me  that  Liify 
Emily  Lispwell  was  desperately  enamotunsdMof 
my  person,  and  that  upon  the  strength  of  bk 
suggestions  I  had  actually  gone  and  proposed  to 
her ! — ^'  But,"  continued  my  amiable  infbnnaa^' 
'*  I  ventured  to  contradict  it  all,  and  said  I  waa 
sure  it  was  nothing  but  a  damned  Ih  of  that 
amusing  dog,  Sparewit.  Don't  let  it  annoy  jm 
therefore,  my  dear  fellow,  for  though  it  created 
much  merriment  a  week  ago,  I  dare  say  it  ia 
quite  forgotten  by  this  time."  I  did  not  hete^ 
the  rascal  to  an  end,  but  broke  out  into  such 
a  iury  of  invectives  against  Sparewit,  the  'World 
in  general,  and  all  my  own  friends  in  particular^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


THE   NORTH  09  BITHOPE.  91 

(baI  xforgetting  my  informant^)  that  be  thought 
|>ropeir  to  efibct  his  escape  from  the  apartment 
vfUk  iDore  haste  than  decorum,  whilst  I  con- 
tiimed  to  pour  forth  aloud  a  storm  of  curses 
nod  maledictions,  not  less  bitter  than  sincere, 
wd  strode  about  the  room  for  at  least  an  hour, 
bafare  the  tempest  in  any  degree  abated*  At 
laat  I  controlled  myself  sufficiently  to  ask  if  the 
Ddailihad  departed  for  London;  and  learning  it 
had  not,  I  secured  a  place  by  it ;  and  that  night 
ael  forth  again  for  the  metropolis. 

Ksiowii^  that  Sparewit  was  in  the  habit  of 
walking  in  Hyde  Park  at  an  early  hour  every 
morning,  I  resolved  to  await  him  there,  and 
aocordingly  repaired  to  that  part  whicb  adjoins 
Kensington  Gardens.  The  morning  was  foggy, 
and  I  despaired  of  meeting  him;  but  as  I  leant 
i^ainst  a  tree  considering  of  the  steps  to  be 
adopted,  I  suddenly  beheld  him  walking  alone 
at  ftbe  Stance  only  of  a  few  paces. 

I  -stood  befoie  him  in  an  instant,  and  he 
started  aa  he  leeognised  me.     The  blackness 
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of  hell  was  in  my  heart  and  looks,  koA  Wf 
voice  trembled  with  the  anxiety  of  r^^gfr. 
'^  I  have  found  yoa,  Snr,"  I  siid,  ^  and  at  hst 
know  you  to  be  an  execrable  scoundrel,  a  JKabe^ 
Ileal  villain,  a  cold-blooded  ruffian.  You  ace  a 
sjrstematic  liar  —  your  whole  life  is  a  lie — a 
detestable  hypocrite,  a  contemptible  slave.  Take 
your  choice  of  these  pistols,  and  defiend  your- 
self.*' I  presented  them;  he  hesitated,  stam- 
mered, and  was  infinitely  confounded;  but  I 
pressed  him  with  stern  impetuosity,  and  he  took 
one  and  retreated  a  few  steps ;  I  followed  dose — 
"  Now ! "  I  shouted,  "  fire !  now !  •*  We  fired, 
and — 

The  pastor  ceased  speaking,  and  glared  with 
his  eye  full  upon  me. 

«  And  what?**  cried  I. 

He  resumed : — And  /  sh<^  him ;  shot  him 
through  the  heart.  I  stood  over  his  body  a 
moment,  to  see  that  he  was  actually  dead,  and 
then  made  my  escape  through  the  fog.  I  found 
a  carriage  that  was  just  leaving  for  Hull,  and 
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thithfr  I  repaired.  In  a  few  days  I  embarked 
Qiiyboard  of  a  vessel  bound  to  Bergeoj  and  jn 
a.ishfMrt  time  found  myself  once  more  in  my 
natiTe  land. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

THE  PASTOR^S  STORY  OONCI.VDBD. 

From  Bergen  I  resolved  to  wftlk  across  tbe 
country  to  the  abode  of  my  fadien  I  knew  it  to 
be  a  work  of  difficulty/  but  I  wished  to  ham 
obstacles  to  overcome.  In  my  passage  acreta 
the  North  Sea  I  had  found  leisure  to  reflect  pii 
the  death  of  Sparewit,  and  I  began  to  think  thai 
I  might  perhaps  have  been  too  hasty  in  my  rape* 
Perhaps  the  venomous  fool  who  had  poured  the- 
poison  into  my  ear  at  HaatingSj  had  either: 
greatly  exaggerated,  or  even  wholly  invented^ 
the  story ;  and  as  the  possibility  of  this  pressed 
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on  my  mind,  I  cursed  the  impetuosity  which  had 
hurried  me  to  the  act,  and  in  horror  and  bitfeer- 
iieaa  of  spirit,  flung  my  pistols  as  far  as  I  could 
into  the  sea. 

The  country  betwixt  Bergen  and  Christiania 
18  the  wildest,  and  sternest,  and  gloomiest  in  the 
world;  there  are  innumerable  lakes,  and  bare, 
frowning,  rocky  mountains  to  be  crossed;  pre-^ 
cipices  to  be  climbed,  and  dark  and  apparently 
aidless  forests  to  be  traversed.  Desolation  and 
dreariness  brood  over  the  barren  scene,  and 
death-like  stillness  seems  to  weigh  down  the 
flir»  i  walked  on  for  weeks  together,  sometimes 
oppressed  with  the  keenest  feelings  of  remorse, 
and  horror,  and  hopeless  despair.  One  night, 
I  temember  in  particular  ;-^I  had  looked  out  in 
v$m  fer  the  shelter  of  a  cottage,  and  darkness 
otevlook  me  in  the  depths  of  an  immense  pine-* 
forest*  I  shall  never  forget  the  sensations  that 
^ed  me ;  I  had  been  brooding  throughout  the 
day  OB  my  crimes  and  follies,  and  their  present 
a^  ftttare  punishment,  and  now,  as  a  geAde 
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hdn  wetted  nqr  cheeks,  and  I  stumbled  bIoi^ 
the  daric  and  slippery  path,  with  every  energy 
brdcen  and  depressed  —  houseless,  helfdess, 
hopeless,  weaponless  —  an  universal  honror 
fiistened  on  my  soul.  The  legends  of  my 
youth  rose  up  in  my  memory,  and  I  ^cpected 
continually  to  find  the  forest  demon  standmg  in 
my  path  to  demand  the  wretch  whose  hands 
were  stained  with  human  blood.  As  I  hurried 
along,  I  dared  not  turn  my  head  to  either  side, 
lert  I  should  behold  some  horrible  appeirition 
standing  under  the  dark  branches. 

The  faint  light  scarcely  penetrated  below  the 
tops  of  the  trees,  and  the  pathway  might  hardly 
be  diiscemed ;  thare  was  not  a  breath  of  wind 
— not  a  leaf  stirred,  but  the  small  rain  pattered 
unceasingly;  save  its  low  voice,  all  around  was 
^tillness, — so  hushed  that  Nature  seemed  to 
hold  her  breath  in  expectation  of  some  dreadfid 
crisis.  The  awful  silence  weighed  upon  my 
heart;  my  knees  smote  togttfi^,  and  I  paU0Sd 
and  leant  upon  my  staff.    I  was  a  murderer, 
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atod  something  told  me  with  ttorible  distinctness 
tfmt  God  bad  forsak^i  me,  and  left,  me  a  prey 
\eL  ihi  bears  of  the  fiuresty  or  the  relentless 
denoDs  that  pervade  it.  How  should  I  know 
thai  one  ^tood  not  close  to  me  at  that  moment  ? 
Were  I  to  shout  for  aid,  what  human  ear 
would  hearken  to  my  cries?  my  voice  would 
Qlily  acquaint  my  foes  of  the  presence  c^  their 
tnotim.  I  felt  afraid  to  advance,  lest  I  should 
^starb.  the  miiversal  repose  ;  the  sound  of  my 
own  £0ot8teps  shocked  me.  Just  then  I  heard 
the  crackling  of  a  dead  stick  not  &r  from  my 
side,  as  though  some  hostile  foot  had  passed 
ovierit.  A  deadly  chill  ran  through  my  veins; 
I  stopped  imd  strained  my  eyes. in  that  direction, 
Hantg^ng.  to  penetrate .  the  darkness,  which  no 
human', eye  could  pierce.  The  noise  occurred 
«gaiii>  and  there  was  also  a  slight  rustling  sound ; 
trrii  an  agony  of  und^nable  terror,  I  screamed 
m$d  AxmlteAi  in  the  hope  of  frightening  away 
whateiier  was  ab<»il  to  assail  me*  I  had  no 
odiev  means  of  defence,  if  that  indeed  itsdf 
c2 
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were  any;  and  I  listened  anzioudy  for  the 
result  The  'Charm  of  silence  was  broken  by 
Uie  shout;  the  forest  rang  with  the  sounds  the 
neighbouring  mountains  rolled  it  around  me  in 
every  direction,  and  at  last  bore  it  fiir  away  into 
distancci  growing  hollower  and  fidnt^  as  it 
departed;  but  ere  it  went,  it  w^s  caught  up  and 
distorted  by  a  hundred  answering  echoes,  that 
seemed  striving  only  to  mock  me.  Sil^ooe  at 
last  returned,  more  iqppalling  even  than  noise. 
How  contemptible  is  man  in  such  a  situation ! 
so  utterly  helpless  and  defenceless !  He  is  told 
of  his  littleness  by  a  voice  that  makes  faim 
shrink;  and  he  hurries  on  his  course  like  a 
caitiff  bearing  the  curses  of  a  world. 

At  length  the  forest  was  passed,  and  a  plain 
appeared ;  and  the  rising  moon  was  seen  strug- 
gling through  the  mists  and  dews  of  night 
What  a  flood  of  joy,  what  elation  of  spirits 
transported  me,  as  I  emerged  from  darkness  into 
comparative  light !  The  bears  and  demons  were 
again  slighted  or  defied,  for  I  could  now  see 
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what^er  should  venture  to  attack ;  and  I  sprang 
ferimrd  a  new  being,  until  the  appearance  of  a 
Uack  object  in  the  midst  of  the  plain  startled 
ine  into  soberness.  This  proving  to  be  only  an 
isolated  rock,  I  advanced  on  my  way  with  reno- 
vated spirits* 

I  dwell  on  these  idle  particulars,  only  because 
'I  dread  to  approach  the  close  of  my  story^but 
iet  me  hasten  on.  I  reached  my  father's  house, 
at  length,  and  found  him  well.  After  a  short 
delay,  I  consented  to  enter  into  holy  orders 
and  assist  my  father  in  his  duties,  until  I  should 
{procure  a  living  of  my  own.  It  was  not  till 
many  months  had  ebpsed,  that  I  could  bear  to 
think  without  madness  on  my  unfortunate  career 
in  England ;  and  now  I  again  began  to  ramble 
tNTtr  my  native  hills,  and  the  thoughts  of  my 
youth  rose  up  again  within  me,  though  sadder, 
and  fainter,  and  gloomier.  My  soul  still  yearned 
for  a  sympathizing  being,  to  whom  I  migfat 
pour  out  my  thoughts,  and  receive  in  return 
consdation  and  peace.     But  I  felt  that  I  was 
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doomed  to  wander  through  life  coidpafdcHifleMv 
pitiless,  joyless, — ^without  an  obgecl^  thai  could 
aflbrd  me  ii^terest,  or  a  thought  ^that  cki'iild'^^ 
me  pleasure. 

Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  a  ptirt  6f  lay  tde  ^hat 
I  mention  with  reluctance,  for  (  know  the 
English  afiect  to  sneer  at  what  they  lektn  i^j^r- 
natural  agency;  but  if  you  remmi  a  shdrtlime 
in  this  country,  you  will  find  hundreds  <^  peofde 
who  have  been  eye-witneftses  of  the  eodstenee 
and  active  inteiference  of  superior  beings.  It 
was  6ne  evening  in  suMner,  vihen-  the  bub  was 
as  hot  as  in  Italy,. and  the  ^uits  uid  nmskitoes* 
swarmed  thickly  in  the  air,  thai  I  slowly  fcdbwed 
the  course  of  the  Glommen,  in  the  direettdn  of 
idy  cheerless  home.  The  river  wound  through 
a  deep  dell,  whose  sides,  though  verdant,-  were 
unclad  with  trees,  and  contained  various  hollows 
or  recesses.  As  I  passed  along,  I  ehanc^  to 
raise  my  eyes  midway  up  one  of  the  hills,  and 

*  During  the    summer  months   the   muskitoes  are  very 
troublesome,  both  in  Norway  and  LopIancL 
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in  a  hdlowi  wbich  afibrded  a  tdfling  ahadt^ 
I  thought  I  perceifed  the  reeumheot  figure  of 
a  woman.  My  <SurkMity  being  greatly  excited, 
J  began  to  climb  the  hill,  and,  in  a  short  time, 
stood  before  an  object  that  filled  me  with  asto* 
mshment  and  admicatioB,  It  waa  a  beautiM 
female  figure,  slightly  made,  delicatdly  and 
exquisitely  proportioned.  She  lay  sleeping  on 
the  short  soft  grass;  one  arm  supported  her 
head,  and  her  btee  was  half  shaded  by  the  other* 
Her  dress  waa  a  tunic  of  purj^  bordered  with 
«n  edge  of  the  finest  fur,,  open  at  the  throat  and 
elaaped  c^er  her  bosom  by  a  jewel  of  wonderful 
lustre.  Her  rich  vest  depended  bardy  to  her 
knee,  and  her  beautiful  feet  were  protected  by 
buskins  made  of  the  undressed  coat  of  the  hare* 
Her  slender  waist  was  girt  with  a  belt  of  gold,  in 
which  was  thrust  a  narrow  dagger  of  the  same 
metal,  and  by  her  side  lay  a  hunting-stafi*, 
pointed  with  silver.  I  have  described  her 
parson;  but  her  face — great  God!  how  shall 
I  describe  lhU2    Though  her  features  are  now 
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as  palpable  to  mine  eye,  as  tbougb  she  stood 
actoaUy  before  me,  I  have  not  language  to 
declare,  nor  power  to  paint  them. 

I  stood  gazing,  lost  in  a  transport  of  deUght ; 
her  face  was  so  divinely  formed,  that  every 
feature  was  perfect;  <»i  her  sleeping  lip  played 
the  smile  of  youth,  and  innocence,  and  happiness ; 
her  long  eye-lashes  rested  on  her  delicate 
cheeks,  which  were  tinged  with  the  bloom  of 
health ;  and  her  dark  brown  hair  was  arranged 
with  the  neatness  of  a  Grecian  maiden,  for  the 
blue  cap  which  should  haye  concealed  it — in 
form  something  like  what  your  countrymen  term 
the  Scotch  bonnet — had  fallen  aside. 

I  gazed  on  this  fascinating  creature  with  an 
intensity  of  eagerness  that  made  me  tremble  in 
every  KmK  I  hardly  dared  to  breathe  lest  I 
should  awake  her,  and  she  vanish  from  my 
sight,  for  I  knew  she  was  not  a  child  of  mortal 
birth ;  so  I  retired  backward  a  few  paces,  and 
knelt  down,  and  worshipped.  **  Beautiful 
vision!**   I  murmured,   ''hast    thou  been  s^at 
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from  the  land  of  spirits  to  bring  heaven  to  the 
unhappy,  and  now  having  fulfilled  thy  mission, 
lingerest  here  on  thy  return  ? 

*^  Daughter  of  the  evening  star !  how  clear,  how 
Itansparent  is  thy  skin!  how  delicate  are  thy 
Hneaments,  how  transporting  thy  beauty !  Where 
is  the  land  which  thou  lovest  to  honour  ? — ^is  it 
the  fervid  West,  or  the  far-distant,  incense- 
breathing  East?  What  storm  hath  driven  thee 
to  this  rugged  clime  l  Beautiful  being !  if  thou 
needest  aid,  would  that  I  might  be  permitted  to 
struggle  and  die  for  thee!  To  what  world, 
and  to  what  class  of  intelligences  dost  thou 
belong  ?  Art  thou  the  Iris  of  heaven,  or  one 
of  those  deities  whose  existence  we  profanely 
disbelieved,  or  art  thou  the  daughter  of  the 
spirit  of  the  mountains?  If  such  be  thine 
origiil,  wilt  thou  listen  to  the  voice  of  a  mortal^ 
wilt  thoii  deign  to  look  on  the  grossness  of 
a  material  being  ?  O  !  leave  me  not  to  misery 
and  despair — quench  not  that  light  which  thy 
radtancy  has  kindled  in  the  darkness  of  my 
c3 
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desolate  heart*  but.  coodesceBd  to  heaAsBitmd 
speak  to  me.'* 

As  I  said  these  words,  1  candously  ifptOM^hed 
the  object  of  my  adoration;  her  coontaDtfnce 
siffl  wore  the  smile  of  beflfen,  and  her  bojwna 
heaved  gently  with  uneonsokAis  placi^ty^^  -I 
stooped  my  head,  and  kissed  the  hetdw;of  her 
garment  Suddenly  she  av^ke,  and  quidc  as 
light  sprang  to  htr  feet,  and  ker^silrw-skod 
hunting-spear  was  presented  to  my  hveast, 
wfailst  I  bent  my  head  inviting  the  stroke*  For 
several  moments  we  remained  in  this  attitttde^ 
then  a  voice  of  musk  addressedme  i-^^^f  Martair' 
it  saidi  ^'what  seekest  thou?"  '^Celestiair 
I  answered^ — "  death !"  "  When  the  sun  shines 
fbvdi.  in  his  glory,  and  th^  waters  sparkle 
beneath  his  rays,  and  the  birds  sing  with  joy, 
and  ^  whole  earth  laughs  and  is  glad — son  of 
mortality,  why  seekest  tho«  death  ?"  ' 

^^  Because  the  sun  shines  not  for  me,  and 
I  have  no  sympathy  with  the  joy  of  the  birds ; 
and,    though  the    whole    earth    rejoice,    what 
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mattereth  it  to  me,  who    am  oppressed  widi 
wretcfaedtiess  and  weariness  and  woe  ?" 

'' Mortal r  sud  the  spirit,  ''look  up!"  I 
looked,  and  beheld  a  smile  of  inefiable  grace 
lighting  her  features,  wbilct  her  large  blue  eyes^ 
beaming  upon  me,  filled  my  soul  with  the 
effulgence  of  their  glory,  and  ravished  my 
senses  with  unutterable  transports.  **  Art  thou 
now  oppressed  with  heaviness?*'  she  asked. 
''Essence  o(  brightness f  I  replied,  "I  sink 
widi  rapture;"  and,  as  I  spoke,  I  declined 
prostrate  at  her  feet.  It  may  be,  she  was 
touched  with  the  fervour  of  my  devotion,  or 
a  tenderer  sentunent  inspired  her  with  compas- 
sion. In  those  days  (I  speak  without  vanity, 
God  knows,)  I  bore  some  traces  of  beauty,* 
and  my  countenance  ever  expressed  the  emotions 
that  were  kindled  in  my  heart  After  a  moment's 
pause,  the  seraph  touched  me  with  her  staff, 
and  such  instantaneous  vigour  flashed  through 

*  I  will  believe  it,  for  when  I  saw  him  he  had  the  most 
intellectually-beautiful  countenance  I  ever  beheld. 
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my  Teins,  thmt  I  sprui^  to  my  fieet  and  stood  by 
her  side.  She  retted  wkh  one  foot  on  the 
point  of  a  little  rock  that  JHtted  through  the 
turfi  but  scarcely  seemed  to  pr^s  it^  so  light, 
80  el^pint,  so  airy  was  her  form.  ''CoMeT 
she  said,  *'  we  will  sit  down  here,  in  the  warmth 
of  the  sun ; — and  now  tell  me,  mortal,  what  has 
made  thee  unhaf^y  ?"  I  answered,  as  I  seated 
myself  at  a  short  distance  from  her,— ^' Alas! 
fair  spirit,  you  will  scarcely  sympathize  with 
the  waywardness  of  the  human  heart ;  its  contra* 
dictions  and  absurdities  will  scarcely  be  under- 
stood by  one  so  pure  and  unerring,  I  hare 
received,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  sufficient  to 
answer  my  worldly  wants,  and  satisfy  mere 
animal  nature.  I  have  food,  and  raiment,  and 
shelter,  and  more  wealth  than  I  have  the  means 
to  spend;  and  with  these,  most  men  would, 
doubtless,  be  happy.  But  I  have  long  sighed 
for  something  more ; — I  want  the  power  to  enjoy 
them.  I  am  alone,  as  far  as  my  intellectual 
capacities  are  concerned,— there  is   none  with 
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whom  to  commune,  or  sympathize,  or  grieve. 
I  have  a  soul,  ardent  and  active,  that  hath  long 
been  consuming  itself  in  vain  struggUngs  which 
only  serve  to  baffle  and  confound  it.  I  have 
a  lieart  glowing  with  warmth,  that  fain  would 
be  communicated  to  a  being  of  kindred  spirit ; 
but  I  have  searched  far  and  wide,  and  found 
not  that  I  sought,  and  have  been  obliged  to 
confess  that  the  creature  of  itiy  hope  is  too 
faultless  to  have  a  place  among  the  children  of 
mortality.  Thus  to  be  condemned  to  go  through 
the  world  alone,  without  the  hope  of  a  joy  to 
invite  me  forward,  or  the  obstacle  of  any  fresh 
sorrow,  or  any  stem  difficulty,  to  change  the 
current  of  my  thoughts,  or  allow  the  full  exercise 
of  my  natural  energies — is  not  such  a  life  suffi- 
cient to  render  me  unhappy  ? 

**  But  why  do  I  thus  complain?  Beautiful 
being!  pardon  the  selfishness  that  caused  me 
to  dwell  on  so  worthless  a  subject.  Dare  I  ask, 
whence  thou  hast  come,  and  whither  thou  goest, 
and  where  is  thy  home  i    But  oh !  part  not  yet 
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frood  me^  but  peraiit  me  to  ait  by  tby  side,^  and 
gaze  on  thy  wondroiM  sweetness." 

''  Mortal  !*'  sbe  said,  as  I  strove  to  cat^  ber 
band,  '^beware!  t^nicb  me,  and  you  never 
behold  me  more ;  I  leave  you  for  ever  to  eease* 
less  regrets,  and  die  consumii^  blight  of  your 
own  wayward  spirit.  Know  then,  although  you 
have  never  seen  me  before  this  hour,  I  have 
often  beheld  you,  as  you  wandered  with  con- 
tracted brow  over  these  cloud-supporting  hills» 
I  have  observed  in  you,  energies  wasted,  time 
misemployed,  and  reason  misdirected.  Ernest 
Vormensen,  you  were  worthy  a  nobler  destiny. 
There  is  a  loftiness  in  your  thoughts,  and  a 
magnanimity  in  your  temper,  that  lift  you  above 
the  despicable  herd  of  wealth-seeking  mortals, 
and  place  you  nigh  on  a  level  with  a  ^  superior 
order  of  beings.  I  have  seen,  I  have  compas- 
sionated you;  and  would  do  much  to  reclaim 
you  from  the  trammels  by  which  you  are  envi- 
roned. Much,  however,  depends  upon  yourself. 
Cast  aside  that  fainting  despondency  which  is 
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unworthy  the  greatness  of  your  temper,  and 
assume  the  cheerfulness  that  should  ever  attend 
a  lofty  and  vigorous  spirit. 

^^  For  myself,  though  I  be  not  of  your  day^ 
you  see  I  can  sympathize  with  the  griefs  of 
mortality.  There  belongs  to  our  order  a  keen-^ 
ness  of  sense*  an  acutenesa  and  delicacy  of 
feeling,  that  scarcely  pertains  to  unethereal 
beings.  But  ask  me  not,  whence  I  come,  nor 
whither  I  go ;  in  time,  perhaps,  I  may  tell  you 
all — should  I  find  you  deserving ; — it  is  enough 
for  you  now  to  know,  that  I  am  a  daughter  of 
a  mighty  race,  who  sometimes  visit  your  earth, 
but  are  permitted  to  reveal  themselves  only  U> 
one  mortal  at  a  time.  Do  not  think  that  we  ar9 
perfect  or  purified ;  we  have,  alas !  but  too 
many  of  the  frailties  and  passions  that  are 
common  to  human  nature,  and  are  afflicted  with 
innumerable  sorrows  that  ever  accompany  a 
state  of  probation  and  dependency.*' 

She  ceased ;  but  the  music  of  her  liquid  voice 
still  played  in  my  ear — more  harmonious  than 
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the  sound  of  the  softest  lute ;  and  some  moments 
elapsed  before  I  could  reply ;  ^*  Essential  being ! 
I  am  filled  with  such  a  delirium  of  delight  at 
being  permitted  thus  to  be  nigh,  and  gaze  upon 
thee,  that  to  speak  is  painful ;  I  could  for  ever 
look  and  be  silent.  Thy  transcendent  goodness 
in  thus  visiting  thy  meanest  servant,  animates 
me  with  the  liveliest  gratitude ;  and  would  that 
I  knew  how  to  manifest  the  immensity  of  my 
devotion!  Sweetest,  divinest  perfection!**  I 
continued,  throwing  myself  prostrate  on  my 
knees  in  a  passion  of  love  and  adoration, — 
**  accept  the  homage  of  my  heart  and  my  soul. 
I  am  thine,  for  ever  and  ever  thine ;  I  seek  only 
to  serve,  and  be  permitted  to  adore.  Thou  art 
the  being  my  soul  hath  long  panted  to  discover ; 
to  thee  I  have  long  given  the  full  ardour  of  my 
thoughts,  and  my  spirit  hath  already  conversed 
with  thine,  in  the  land  of  the  immortals,  where 

thou  art  the  fairest  and  purest **    Here  she 

interrupted  the  tide  of  my  rhapsody,  saying,  as 
she  arose  gracefully   from  her  seat,  ''Peace, 
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Ernest  Vofmensen ;  you  speak  only  the  intem- 
perate language  of  passion^  when  I  expected  to 
find  your  lips  the  fountain  of  wisdom  and  truth. 

I  must  now  bid  you  farewell Cease^  my 

firiendj  cease,— well,  well,  I  will  promise, — yes^ 
you  shall  find  me  here  to-morrow  evening,  two 
hours  before  the  sun  declines  behind  yonder 
mountain.  One  thing  only  is  required  to  ensure 
my  return;  you  must  swear  by  all  you  hold 
most  sacred  never  to  follow  my  steps  to  the 
summit  of  this  hill,  nor  seek  to  learn  whither 
I  depart.  Do  you  swear  ?"  I  swore.  *'  Now, 
then,  adieu  !*'  and,  as  she  spoke,  she  turned,  and 
gracefully  waved  her  arm,  and  smiled  with 
inconceivable  sweetness,  and  immediately  sprang 
up  the  hill,  light  as  a  young  fawn,  and  disapn 
peared  over  its  edge. 

I  stood  for  some  time  like  one  deprived  of  the 
animating  principle  of  life,  and  then  withdrew 
full  of  wonder,  buoyant  hope,  and  delightful 
anticipation. 

The  next  day,  you  may  be  sure,  I  was  early 
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ait  the  plac9  of  meeting ;  iiideecl  I  .repaired 
thither  in  Uie  morning,  and  remained  the  idkele 
day  in  feverish  ej^pectatiooi  with  my  eyea  fiaead 
on  the  summit  ct  the  hilL  At  last  I  sav  her 
iqf^roach ;  a  few  agile  bounds  brought  her, to  my 
side;  her  eyes  beaming  wkh  pleasure, a&d  her 
cheeks  blueing  with  Uie  oonsckmsness  of  it.  I 
hastened  to  ca^  her  hand,  but  she  started 
aside,  and  shook  her  head  with  ill-affected  anger« 
I  stroye  to  express  the  transports  of  my  joy  at 
again  beholding  her,  and  we  walked  side  by  sidej 
down  the  hill  to  the  bank  of  the  swiflrgliding 
river.  But  why  need  I  dwell  thus  minutely  oii 
these  ecstatic  moments  ?  Enough !  we  met  daily, 
and  convecsed  on  a  thousand  interesting  sub- 
jects, and  wandered  on  the  banks  of  the  Glora^ 
men,  where  I  drank  madly  of  the  fountain  of 
love.  One  thing  certainly  afflicted  me — that, 
with  all  my  dexterity,  I  was  never  able  to  snatch 
a  kiss,  nor  ever  succeeded  in  touching  even  her 
hand. 

Summer  passed  on,  and  autumn  approached. 
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Oile  e?eiiing  I  met  Zuliska^  (sa  was  I  taught  to 
address  her)  with  sadness  and  discomposure  in 
her  looks.  She  told  me  it  was  the  li»t  time  we 
should  be  permitted  to  meet  for  many  months ; 
her  destiny  took  her  far  away,  but  in  ^e  summer 
she  would  again  return,  and  perhaps  fate  would 
permit  our  happiness  then  to  be  fiilly  accom'- 
plished.  She  added  too,  with  a  brightening 
brow,  and  an  ingenuous  blush,  that  she  was 
about  to  visit  her  sire,  and  hoped  to  obtain  his 
consent  to  our  union ;  and  then  she  would  take 
me  to  a  land  of  continual  sunshine,  where  I 
should  dwell  in  honour  and  power,  and  our 
whole  days  would  be  passed  in  blissfulness  and 
peace.  The  first  part  of  this  communicadon 
depressed  me  to  the  depths  of  despair ;  but  her 
last  trords  elevated  me  to  an  extraordinary  pitch 
of  joyful  hope.  But  ah !  the  thoi:^ht  of  parting 
was  very  bitter.  For  so  many  months  to  be 
deprived  of  the  presence  of  this  eitquisite  crea* 
tore,  who  was  in  the  daily  hiibit  of  walking  by 
my  side  with  grace  and  dignity  in  her  steps. 
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heaven  in  her  eye,  and  unspeakable  lore  m  hc^ 
\o6ka — the  thought  was  madness.  And  now 
she  stood  leaning  on  her  long  and  slender  staff* 
pensive  and  thoughtful*  her  fixed  eyes  beal  «n 
the  eddying  river.  O !  that  I  might  have  drcercM 
her  with  an  embrace*  or  wept  out  my  soul  coi 
her  cheek! — But  alas*  I  dared  not  approacL^*^ 
Enough !  we  parted*  and  I  was  left  a  prey  Ixi 
the  most  overwhelming  misery. 

The  long*  dbeerless  winter  set  in*  aai  I 
thought  was  never  to  end*  but  at  length  spring 
reappeared*  and  summer  again  shed  her  smiles 
over  the  reviving  earth.  Again  I  wandered  on  the 
banks  of  the  Glommen*  and  again*  Ojoy  of  joys  i 
I  had  the  inexpressible  rapture  of  meeting  my  be^ 
loved  Zuliska*  more  radiantly  beautifiil  than  ever. 
fiSr*  Sir,  though  the  heavenly  witdiery  of  her 
air*  and  the  transcendency  of  her.  beauty*  m%ht 
have  entranced  me*  yet  was  the  conqi^t  com- 
pleted by  the  ineffable  grace  of  her  thoughts* 
the  soundness  of  her  wisdom*  the  quick  tender- 
ness of  her  heart*  and  the  exquisite  propriety  of 
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her  ereiry  act  O  my  God  !  why  was  I  permitted 
to  Bee  and  adore  I— but  let  me  not  anticipate. 
She  had  not  found  the  opportunity  she  hoped  of 
oomminicating  our  wishes  to  her  father,  but  she 
still  assured  me  that  the  time  drew  nigh  when 
she  wiNild  be  permitted  to  introduce  me  into  the 
land  of  the  genii.  Heaven  and  earth  !  Let  me 
bring  my  tale  to  a  conclusion,  or  I  shall  go 
raving  mad,  so  vivid  does  it  rise  before  my 
memory.  We  continued  to  meet,  in  the  full 
enjojrment  of  love,  for  several  weeks ;  but  one 
evening  I  waited  in  vain  at  the  accustomed  spot 
for  the  coming  of  Zuliska.  With  the  most 
terrible  forebodings  I  returned  home  late  at 
night  On  the  following  evening  I  had  no 
better  fortune,  and  despair  and  anguish  took  full 
possession  of  my  soul.  At  last,  on  the  third 
day,  I  beheld  her  approach;  alas!  how  di£ferent 
was  her  motion  to  the  usual  vivacity  which 
brought  her  to  my  side.  I  flew  to  meet  her,  and 
found  her  in  tears.  I  was  too  much  shocked 
and  oppressed  to  speak  for  some  moments,  but 
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too  soon  drew  forth  the  cause  of  her  sorrow. — 
Pardon  me.  Sir,  I  can — I  can  scarcely  utter. 
She  told  me  she  had  at  last  acquainted  her  father 
with  our  intercourse,  and  he,  with  furious  rage, 
had  insisted  upon  its  being,  broken  off,  and 
intended  to  convey  her  away  on  the  morrow  to  a 
distant  region,  whence  she  never  might  return,  or 
beh(^  me  more.  O  the  horror,  the  angiush, 
the  madness  that  seized  me,  on  this  &tal  an- 
nunciation! For  a  long  time  I  was  perfectly 
speechless,  and  then  broke  out  into  the  most 
passionate  lamentations.  But  the  doom  was 
inevitable;  no  wild  scheme  which  the  extremity 
of  my  anguish  suggested,  could  convey  to  our 
bosoms  a  single  ray  of  hope ;  and  Zuliska  was 
compelled,  after  a  prolonged  interview,  with  a 
bursting  heart,  and  a  trembling,  passionate  agony 
of  grief,  to  sign  me  an  eternal  adieu.  She 
advanced  a  step  towards  me,  and  I  rushed  into 
her  arms — but  clasped  only  the  thin  air,  and 
fell  to  the  earth  in  a  swoon.  When  I  awoke,  I 
perceived  this  ring  lying  close  to  my  hcfi ; — ^it 
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is  the   only   palpable    memento   I   possess  of 
Zuliska. 

How  my  days  have  passed  since  that  terrible 
hour,  I  can  scarcely  narrate.  My  father  soon 
afterwards  went  the  way  of  all  mortal  things, 
and  I  came  to  reside  in  this  parish.  For  many 
years  I  frequented  the  scene  of  my  brief,  though 
unutterable,  happiness ;  but  I  have  long  ceased 
to  visit  it,  and  now  dare  not  approach  it — I 
know  not  why,  but  I  dare  not;  an  overpowering 
awe  takes  possession  of  my  soul  whenever  I 
reical  the  quiet  depths  of  those  solemn  hilLs,  un- 
disturbed by  any  sound  save  the  low  murmurs  <^ 
the  Glommen. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


THE   FATED   HOUR. 


When  the  Pastor  had  made  an  end  of  speak- 
ing, there  ensued  a  profound  silence,  which 
lasted  several  minutes.  I  was  engaged  in  re- 
flecting upon  the  extraordinary  tale  I  had  just 
heard,  and  in  speculating  on  the  state  of  my 
friend's  wits ;  nor  could  I  help  rejoicing  that  he 
lived  in  a  land  where  commissions  "  De  Luna- 
tico/*  &c.  are  seldom  mentioned,  and  that  he 
had  no  great  wealth  to  excite  the  cupidity  of  the 
lawyers,  the  avarice  of  his  relations,  or  the  kind 
interference  of  his  friends.     His  story,  though 
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part  of  it,  no  doubt,  was  the  effect  only  of  an 
excited  imagination,  displayed  a  moral  that  might 
not  be  overlooked.  He  had  been  born  of  an 
unhappy  temperament,  and  the  miseries  he  had 
endured  through  life  were  chiefly  of  his  own 
creating;  the  errors  into  which  he  had  fallen 
were  such  as  await  all  men  of  ardent  imagina- 
tions, who  yield  to  the  suggestions  of  indolence, 
and  waste  their  lives  in  profitless  inactivity.  The 
contemplation,  too,  of  this  man's  unhappiness 
rebuked  my  own  repining,  for  however  miserable 
I  might  have  conceived  myself  to  be,  yet  how 
much  reason  had  I  to  rejoice  when  I  compared 
my  condition  with  his ! 

There  was  one  part  of  his  story,  however,  that 
filled  me  with  some  perplexity — the  possession 
of  the  ring  which  he  said  he  had  obtained  in  so 
extraordinary  a  manner.  He  certainly  spoke 
firom  the  stncerest  conviction  (as  the  sequel 
indeed  will  prove),  and  could  not  have  acquired 
the  ring  by  any  other  means  without  knowing 
how  it  had  come  into  his  possession.     I  saw  |t 

VOL.  II.  D 
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myself;  it  was  of  fine  gold,  curiously  worked, 
and  contained  a  stone  of  a  most  dazzling  lustre, 
with  whose  genus  I  was  entirely  unacquainted. 

The  pastor  spoke  little  more  this  evening, 
being  apparently  wrapped  up  in  recollections 
which  his  late  discourse  had  excited ;  and  I  soon 
afterwards  retired  to  my  bed.  Sleep,  however, 
refused  to  visit  me;  my  thoughts  continually 
recurred  to  the  story  I  had  just  heard,  and  the 
image  of  the  beautiful  Zuliska  and  her  ill-fated 
lover  incessantly  passed  before  my  eyes. 

Though  I  need  not  say  I  disbelieved  every 
word  of  the  tale,  it  yet  retained  a  most  provoking 
hold  on  my  imagination.  In  the  still  hours  of 
night,  when  we  lie  on  a  sleepless  bed,  the  prey 
of  every  thought  that  chooses  to  oppress  us,  it  is 
curious  to  observe  how  greatly  our  credulity 
increases.  A  feeling  of  awe  creeps  over,  that 
almost  forbids  us  the  power  of  scepticism ;  and 
if  we  do  not  admit,  we  yet  dare  not  imperiously 
deny.  When  does  the  thought  of  death  come 
upon  us  with  such  overwhelming  terrors,  as  in 
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the  silent  loneliness  of  nighty  whilst  ive  lie  vainly 
beseeching  the  oblivion  of  sleep  ?  When  is  the 
dread  of  futurity  so  blasting  and  terrible,  as  at 
that  solemn  hour? 

What  damning  fears,  what  dreadful  agony 
must  occasionally  be  the  portion,  at  this  hour, 
of  the  wretched  infidel,  and  blasphemous  dis* 
believer!  No  wonder  that  some  of  the  most 
learned,  and  most  infamous  of  the  crew>  avoided 
seeking  repose  till  night  began  to  merge  in 
morning.  And  yet,  terrible  as  may  have  been 
our  mental  sufferings  during  the  night,  how  soon 
are  they  forgotten!  how  slight  was  their  im- 
pression !  like  the  chill  dews,  they  are  removed 
by  the  returning  sun,  and  leave  not  a  trace  of 
their  visitation.  Such  is  the  buoyancy  and 
elasticity  of  the  mind,  that  it  laughs  in  the 
morning  at  the  fears  which  tortured  it  only  a 
few  hours  before. 

It  was  a  long  while  before  I  sank  into  sleep, 
and  then  was  speedily  awakened  by  a  noise  in 
the  house.     I  sat  up  and  listened,  and  soon 
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heard  a  kind  of  laughing  scream  that  disturbed 
me  very  greatly^  and  caused  me  to  bless  myself 
with  much  devotion.  Soon  I  distinguished  the 
sound  of  a  heavy  body  falling  on  the  floor.  In 
much  alarm  I  jumped  up,  huddled  on  a  few 
garments^  and  groped  my  way  into  the  passage, 
where  I  saw  the  old  female  servant  hurrying  with 
a  light  to  the  room  of  her  master.  I  entered 
with  her,  and  to  my  deep  concern,  though 
not  greatly  to  my  surprise,  beheld  my  unfor- 
tunate host  stretched  on  the  floor  in  his  night 
apparel,  in  violent  convulsions.  When  their 
vehemence  had  abated,  we  succeeded  in  recon- 
veying  him  to  bed,  beside  which  I  sat  during 
the  remainder  of  the  night.  Towards  morning 
he  grew  delirious,  and  raved  with  great  extrava- 
gance in  the  Norwegian  language  ;  but  from  the 
frequent  repetition  of  the  name  of  Zuliska  I  was 
at  no  loss  to  comprehend  the  subject  of  his 
thoughts. 

As  he  grew  no  better  during  the  early  part  of 
the  day,  I  had  little  doubt  but  he  was  attacked 
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with  a  brain  fever^  and  in  the  absence  of  a  more 
experienced  surgeon  proceeded^  with  the  assist* 
ance  of  the  old  woman^  to  bleed  him  with  my 
penknife. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  despatched  a  rustic  for 
the  nearest  person  that  styled  himself  a  doctor^ 
and  who«  I  learnt,  Jived  about  twelve  miles 
distant.  This  gentleman  arrived  late  in  the 
evening,  and  I  delivered  over  my  patient  to  his 
care.  The  medicine  he  prescribed  seemed  to  be 
little  more  than  a  decoction  of  simple  herbs ; 
and  under  the  influence  of  this  mess,  the  poor 
sufferer  grew  so  rapidly  worse,  that  I  endea- 
voured by  all  the  signs  I  was  master  of  to  make 
the  doctor  comprehend  that  he  ought  to  bleed 
him  again.  But  that  learned  individual  turned 
a  deaf  ear  to  my  suggestions,  and,  fully  believing 
that  it  was  an  ague,  or  the  measles,  or  a  quinsey 
that  afflicted  my  poor  friend,  continued  to  pour 
into  his  stomach  his  essence  of  boiled  grass,  and 
crushed  cabbage-stalks. 

During  the  whole  of  the  next  day,  matters 
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ocmtmued  in  ih»  state;  but,  in  the  evening, 
when  the  doctor  retired  to  enjoy  a  potation  of 
brandy^  and  the  repose  of  a  couch,  I  ventured 
to  throw  his  infernal  messes  through  the 
window,  and  producing  my  instrument,  took 
about  a  quart  of  blood  from  the  patient,  which 
had  the  effect  of  giving  him  immediate  relief; 
insomuch,  that  he  slept  comfortably  for  several 
hours,  and  I  jseized  the  opportunity  to  obtain 
a  little  repose  myself.  It  was  morning  when 
I  awoke,  and  I  found  my  friend  much  refreshed 
by  the  slumber  he  had  ei^oyed,  and  perfectly 
conscious.  He  took  me  by  the  hand,  thanked 
me  fc^  the  attendance  which  he  perceived  I  had 
been  giving,  and  hoped  I  would  remain  another 
day  to  fulfil  the  last  offices  of  that  friendship 
which  circumstances  had  so  recently  created 
between  us.  I  reproved  his  despondency,  and 
assured  him  that  I  looked  forward  to  his  speedy 
restoration.  "  No,"  he  replied,  **  do  not  flatter 
me,  nor  deceive  yourself — to-morrow  I  die. 
I  have  seen   her,"  he  continued,   convulsively 
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grasping  my  hand,  and  staring  hard  in  my  face; 
"  I  have  seen  her ! — Listen :— after  bidding  you 
good  night,  I  retired  to  bed,  but  could  not 
sleep.  Having  Iain  awake  some  houvs,  I  heard 
a  slight  noise  in  the  room,  and  immediately  it 
was  filled  with  a  pale  light,  and  I  beheld  the 
form  of  Zuliska  approach  my  bed.  The  playfuU 
ness  of  youth  had  vanished  from  her  face,  and 
a  severe  majesty  sat  on  her  brow.  ^  Mortal  i' 
she  said,  '  your  hour  is  come.  The  day  after 
the  morrow,  when  the  evening  sun  is  level  with 
the  earth,  I  will  return  and  claim  my  ring.' 
As  she  ceased,  the  light  faded  away,  darkness 
returned — and  she  was  gone.  I  think  I  tried 
to  throw  myself  into  her  arms,  but  I :  cannot 
recollect  distinctly." 

I  used  all  the  arguments  in  my  power  to 
assure  the  poor  sufferer  that  his  imagination 
had  deceived  him,  but  he  refused  to  be  con- 
vinced. He  was  now  so  much  better,  that  I 
verily  believe  he  would  have  lived  to  this  day, 
had  he  not  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  ignorance  of 
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his  nurse  and  doctor.  These  sapient  personages, 
concluding  that  he  was  ahready  quite  recovered, 
and,  taking  advantage  of  my  absence  on  a  walk, 
administered,  by  way  of  an  afternoon  meal, 
a  large  bowl  of  corn-brandy  and  beaten  eggs, 
which  they  considered,  no  doubt,  would  be  very 
comfortable  and  refreshing.  The  consequence 
was,  that  the  fever  returned ;  delirium  was  again 
at  its  height,  and,  in  the  course  of  twelve  hours, 
the  thread  of  life  was  almost  outspun,  and 
Atropos  stood  ready  with  her  shears. 

The  evening  approached  of  that  day  which 
he  had  himself  foretold  would  be  his  last,  and 
consciousness  returned  as  the  hour  of  dissolution 
drew  nigh.  I  stood  at  the  window,  and  the 
dying  man  asked  if  the  sun  did  not  already 
touch  the  horizon.  I  endeavoured  to  deceive 
him  by  answering,  that  it  was  still  high  in  the 
heavens.  "My  friend,"  he  thus  took  up  the 
discourse  in  a  weak  and  broken  voice,  "  be  not 
affected ;  there  is  no  need  of  grief  for  me ;  all 
my  days  have  been  full  of  heaviness  and  woe. 
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and  the  prospect  of  peace  h  indeed  welcome  to 
my  soul.  Alas!  that  I  should  have  passed 
through  life  without  having  done  more  of  good 
to  my  fellow-men ;  but,  O  Lord  God !  remem- 
ber mine  infirmities,  and  pardon  my  errors ! 
My  fiock,  I  think,  have  not  been  neglected, 
and  they,  at  least,  will  mourn  me  with  sincerity. 
Who  will  now  watch  over,  and  feel  for  them, 
as  I  have  felt  ?  The  earth  is  to  know  me  no 
more — ^but  what  of  that?  Let  us  think  of  the 
glories  of  immortality.  My  kind  friend,  be  not 
disturbed — I  have  much  that  I  wish  to  speak  of, 
but  at  present  my  breath  fails.  You  see  this 
ring  on  my  finger — watch  it ;"  and  now  he  fell 
back  on  the  bed,  and  his  respiration  became 
very  difficult.  He  lay  some  time  perfectly  still. 
I  looked  through  the  window; — the  sun  was 
level  with  the  horizon.  The  dying  man  suddenly 
raised  himself  in  bed,  and  a  flash  of  wild  joy 
Ijghted  up,  for  the  last  time,  his  pale  features 
and  glaring  eye,  as  he  stretched  forth  his  arms 
towards  some  object  which  none  but  himself 
d3 
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might  perceive — and  immediately  fell  back  and 
expir^. 

Several  of  his  flod^  soon  came  into  the  room, 
which  they  filled  with  vain  lamentations,  and 
I  walked  abroad  to  vent  my  sorrow  in  silent 
rumination.  O  death!  death!  where  shall  we 
turn  to  avoid  the  sight  of  thy  consuming  rage  ? 
Vain,  vain,  are  all  the  passages  of  life ;  there  is 
nothing  in  this  world  but  vanity  and  trouble. 
Would  that  I  were  dead,  rather  than  live  thus 
to  see  perish  around  me  all  those  in  whom  I  feel 
an  interest 

I  now  remembered  my  poor  friend's  last 
behest  respecting  the  fated  ring,  and  instantly 
retraced  my  steps  to  the  house.  The  mourners 
were  still  about  the  body,  but  when  I  examined, 
I  found  that  the  ring  was  gone.  I  explained 
to  them  what  I  sought,  but  each  protested  that 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  circumstance ;  I  after- 
wards regretted  that  I  had  not  caused  them  to 
be  searched,  as  undoubtedly  one  among  them 
must  have  possessed  himself  of  the  jewel. 
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I  determined  to  remain  until  the  funeral  had 
taken  placei  which  occurred  in  a  few  days. 
Every  soul  in  the  parish  was  present,  and 
sincerer  grief  I  never  saw  manifested.  With 
the  aid  of  a  dictionary  that  I  found  among  the 
few  books  of  the  deceased,  I  composed  the 
following  epitaph  in  the  Norse  tongue,  which 
was  intended  to  be  carved  on  a  wooden  tablet 
at  the  head  of  his  grave,  among  the  silent  hills 
that  border  the  Glommen: — 

HERE    LIES 

ERNEST  VORMENSEN, 

WHOM  POVERTY  AND  MISERY 

ENVIED  ONLY  WHEN 

DYING. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


CHRISTIANIA. 


The  day  after  the  funeral,  I  took  my  departure 
from  this  secluded  hamlet,  crossed  the  Glommen, 
and  addressed  my  steps  in  the  direction  of 
Christiania.  In  the  evening  I  halted  at  a  large 
farm  house  and  inn,  at  a  place  which  I  believe 
to  be  called  Vegger;  but,  as  I  have  before 
observed,  few  of  the  country  towns  which  appear 
on  the  map  consist  of  more  than  four  wooden 
houses,  situated  just  within  hail  of  each  other, 
and  it  is  therefore  difficult  sometimes  to  guess 
whether  you  are  in  a  town  or  not.     At  this 
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place  of  entertainment  I  procured  for  supper 
a  bowl  of  milky  bread  and  butter  and  brandy ; 
for  all  which  I  was  chiefly  indebted  to  the 
compassion  of  an  old  woman^  the  man  who 
owned  the  house  treating  me  rather  super- 
ciliously,  and  seeming  to  regard  me  with  an  eye 
of  suspicion.  On  being  shown  my  bed-room^ 
I  was  not  a  little  dismayed  by  its  uninviting 
appearance.  Arranged  in  a  row  against  one  of 
the  walls,  were  three  square  boxes  or  dens  filled 
with  straw,  whilst  the  other  side  of  the  apart- 
ment was  almost  entirely  occupied  by  a  huge 
chimney  that  made  its  appearance  from  the 
kitchen  below.  The  midmost  of  the  beds  was 
covered  with  a  couple  of  sheets,  which  might, 
in  their  better  days,  have  served  as  the  sail  of  a 
fishing-boat ;  and  here,  vnrapping  myself  in  my 
cloak,  I  ventured  to  repose,  and  happily  being 
much  fatigued,  slept  soundly  until  morning. 
After  breakfasting  the  next  morning,  and  having 
discharged  my  account,  which  was  something 
under  nine-pence  English,  I  renewed  my  journey. 
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The  day  was  cheerful,  the  country  agreeable, 
and  I  entered  with  feelings  of  pleasure  the  Last 
pine  forest  that  lay  betwixt  me  and  Christiania. 
Even  at  some  distance  from  the  capital,  the 
country  became  populous;  houses  were  con- 
stantly in  sight,  and  sometimes  thickly  scattered* 
Every  step  told  me  I  was  approaching  a  place 
of  some  importance*  I  had  long  kept  in  view 
a  range  of  fine  mountains,  which  were  overtopped 
by  others  covered  with  snow,  and  imagined  that 
Christiania  lay  somewhere  between  these;  I 
was  therefore  not  a  little  surprised  when,  in  the 
evening,  I  found  myself  looking  down  into  a 
very  deep  valley  which  contained  a  considerable 
town,  just  beneath  my  feet.  I  thought  it  would 
seem  very  ridiculous  in  a  stranger  approaching 
our  own  metropolis,  to  stop  the  first  man  he 
met,  with  the  question, — "Friend,  is  this 
London?"  and  so  I  was  ashamed  to  ask  whether 
the  town  I  beheld  were  really  Christiania,  but 
taking  it  for  granted,  passed  down  the  steep 
descent,  and  with   some    difficulty  discovered 
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the  only  tolerable  inn  it  boasts,  the  Hotel  du 
Nord. 

The  situation  of  Christiania  is  very  beautiful, 
at  the  head  of  an  extensive  fiord,  or  arm  of  the 
sea,  that  has  the  appearance  of  a  lake,  and  is 
covered  with  islands  of  all  sizes  and  forms. 
Behind  the  town  is  a  wide  and  extensive  valley, 
thickly  studded  with  white  farm  houses,  and 
having  much  the  character  of  the  vale  of  Tuscany, 
to  the  north  of  Florence,  which,  however,  it 
greatly  surpasses  in  beauty  and  variety.* 

On  one  side  of  the  town  (to  the  north)  is  a 
barrier   of  mountains,  which,  though   distant, 

*  It  is  rather  surprising  that  people  should  persist,  year 
after  year,  in  repeating  exaggerations  or  falsehoods,  only 
because  it  is  easier  to  adopt  the  opinion  of  others  than  to  form 
one  ourselves.  There  is  neither  wood  nor  water  to  give 
charms  to  the  scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Florence; 
long  lines  of  bare  hills  compress  it,  which  want  height  to  give 
them  dignity,  and  variety  to  make  them  picturesque.  Here 
and  there  are  groves  of  sickly  olive  trees,  whose  dull  silver 
hue  does  not  add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  prospect. 
Although  Mr.  Rogers  is  pleased  to  describe  Florence  as  the 
**  fairest  of  cities,"  perhaps  he  could  scarcely  explain  what  he 
means  by  the  term.    The  streets  are  miserably  narrow,  and 
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have  the  appearance  of  being  close  at  hand, 
and  on  the  other,  the  steep  hill  by  which  I 
descended.  The  town  is  said  to  contain  ten  or 
twelve  thousand  inhabitants;  the  houses  are 
generally  of  brick,  except  in  the  suburbs,  where 
they  are  entirely  of  wood,  but  have  altogether 
a  mean  appearance.  The  streets  are  badly 
paved,  and  therefore  walking  is  by  no  means 
agreeable.  Timber  is  the  principal  export,  but 
the  harbour  does  not  exhibit  any  great  quantity 
of  shipping.  The  kingdom  of  Sweden  and 
Norway  possesses  no  navy;  it  has  only  one 
frigate,  a  corvette,  and  two  brigs. 

The  king  visits  this  capital  every  third  year, 
and  is  neither  popular  nor  odious  among  the 
Norwegians,  who  seem  to  regard  him  with  the 
most  profound  indifference.  In  his  absence, 
this  portion   of  the   realm  is  governed  by  a 

execrably  dirty,  and  not  one  of  them  pursaes  a  straight  line 
for  two  hundred  yards  together ;  in  fact,  as  you  drive  through 
the  principal  thoroughfares,  you  cannot  help  thinking  them 
the  back  streets,  and  keep  ever  looking  out  for  something 
better— which,  however,  never  appears. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


THE  NORTH   OF  EUROPE.  65 

-Viceroy,  who  resides  at  Christiania,  and  is 
assisted  by  a  parliament,  called  the  Storthing, 
which  consists  of  members  elected  by  the  land- 
owners and  burghers* 

I  was  frequently  informed  that  the  society  of 
Christiania  is  very  agreeable,  but  I  did  not 
remain  long  enough  to  become  much  acquainted 
with  it.  There  is  an  University  here,  which 
seems  to  be  conducted  much  on  the  principle  of 
those  of  Germany,  and  no  doubt  tends  to  raise 
the  tone  of  society  in  the  capital  by  requiring 
the  residence  of  men  of  education,  and  princi- 
pally of  those  of  the  clerical  order. 

The  clergy  generally  throughout  the  country 
are  well  off,  many  livings  being  worth  several 
hundreds  a  year;  and  then  their  parishioners 
never  fail  to  make  them  frequent  presents  of 
poultry,  cheeses,  &c.,  so  as  to  reduce  their 
domestic  expenses  very  materially.  In  the 
country,  the  clergy,  though  mostly  men  of  some 
education,  unavoidably  sink  down  to  the  level 
of  those  by  whom   they  are   surrounded ;   nor 
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ought  we  to  expect  to  find  them  of  much  refine- 
ment, who  are  excluded  firom  the  pleasures 
of  elegant  society^  and  entirely  deprived  of  the 
advantages  of  intellectual  conversation.  An 
English  gentleman  resident  a  few  miles  from 
Frederikstady  was  one  day  dining  with  the 
parson  of  his  parish,  when  a  pig  took  the  liberty 
to  walk  into  the  room,  and  amused  itself  with 
grunting  under  the  table  among  the  legs  of  the 
guests.  The  parson  perceiving  that  the  English- 
man did  not  much  admire  this  intrusion, 
suggested  that  the  creature  should  be  expelled 
the  room,  but  his  wife  objected  to  the  cruelty  of 
the  order, — "  O  never  mind  the  poor  thing," 
said  she ;  '^  let  her  stay !"  and  so  she  was  sufiered 
to  remain.  I  mention  this  anecdote,  because 
I  believe  it  to  be  a  characteristic  trait  of  the 
manners  and  habits  of  that  rank  of  persons  of 
whom  it  is  related.  But  though  the  country 
clergy  be  not  a  very  polished,  I  think  they  may 
be  considered  a  very  respectable  race  of  men; 
doing  much  good  in  their  calling,  and  being 
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very  valuable  to  the  poor  farmers  and  peasants 
both  as  instructors  and  examples. 

The  Lutheran  ministers  are,  I  verily  believe, 
a  simple  and  virtuous  body  of  men,  and  far 
superior  to  the  working  clergy  (at  least)  of  th^ 
Roman  Catholics  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
Compare  the  Norwegian  and  Swedish  pastors 
with  those  of  Switzerland,  who  except  in  three 
of  the  cantons  (I  think)  are  Roman  Catholics. 
Whilst  wandering  one  day  in  one  of  the  wildest 
parts  of  the  southern  extremity  of  the  canton 
of  Unterwalden,  I  fell  in  with  a  little  village 
that  bore  a  great  resemblance  to  some  of  those 
in  the  countries  I  have  just  been  treating  of; 
and  looking  about  for  an  inn  where  I  might 
obtain  some  refreshment,  I  asked  a  man  if  there 
were  such  a  place  in  the  village.  When  I  spoke, 
I  stood  close  to  a  rather  neat  cottage  which 
confronted  the  church,  and  at  a  window  of 
which  stood  a  man  in  black,  with  a  black  cotton 
scull-cap  on  his  head.  This  part  of  his  person 
was  immediately  thrust  through  the  window,  as 
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he  bawled  out*  **  Yes,  mein-herr,  this  is  a 
ghasthaus**  (or  inn) — and  ran  to  the  door  to 
welcome  me*  Though  I  knew  it  to  be  the 
parsonage-house^  and  did  not  perceive  any  reason 
why  he  should  tell  a  He  about  the  matter^  I 
yet  was  much  obUged  to  him  for  his  hospitable 
intentions,  and  gladly  accepted  his  ofier  of  some 
bad  wine  and  a  crust  of  bread  and  cheese.  It 
soon  became  apparent  that  I  was  no  match  for 
him  in  the  German  language,  which  in  fact 
I  knew  nothing  of;  the  extent  of  my  abilities 
being  limited  to  the  expression  of  my  wants  ; — 
he  therefore  asked  if  I  spoke  French.  I  replied 
that  I  did  a  little,  and  forthwith  delivered 
myself  of  some  observations  in  that  language. 
I  soon  found,  however,  that  my  host's  learning 
in  this  respect  extended  no  &rther  than  to  the 
question  he  had  asked,  and  the  solitary  exclama- 
tions, **lediable!"  and  "miserable!"  He 
then  wore  round  on  another  tack,  and  having 
ruminated  a  short  time  (which  I  spent  more 
profitably  on  his  bread  and  cheese),  hawked  up 
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sufficient  learning  to  demand  in  the  Roman 
dialect,  whether  I  spoke  Latin.  Having  im- 
bibed a  hasty  bumper  of  worse  than  ordinary 
"  vin  ordinaire "  to  give  edge  to  resolution  and 
rub  oflfa  little  of  the  rust  of  memory,  I  responded 
in  the  affirmative ;  and  straightway  a  very  elegant 
and  facetious  dialogue  was  commenced.  On  my 
part,  I  freely  confess  that  my  conversation  bore 
as  much  resemblance  to  true  Virgilian  as  my 
friend's  wine  did  to  honest  port  or  that  of  Chios, 
whilst  his  was  a  kind  of  lingua  franca,  a  free 
and  easy  adaptation  of  Latin  terminations  to 
German  words,  interspersed  with  his  favourite 
interjections  of  **  diable ! "  and  '*  miserable ! " 
when  the  utmost  exertidn  of  wit  could  not  enable 
us  to  comprehend  each  other's  meaning.  He 
was  a  fat,  comfortable-looking  man,  and  very 
facetious  withal,  laughing  incessantly  at  his 
own  humour.  We  were  waited  on  by  a  pleasing 
young  woman,  of  respectable  appearance,  and 
dressed  with  much  neatness,  who,  after  supplying 
our  wants,  brought  her  chair  and  sat  a  little 
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distance  apart,  listening  with  much  attention  to 
a  conversation  that  she  certainly  could  not  be 
expected  to  understand.  The  reverend  minister, 
pointing  to  her,  asked  me  if  there  were  in  my 
country  many  such?  I  replied  that  we  were 
fortunate  enough  to  possess  many  *^  formosas 
puellae/  and  conceiving  the  lady  present  to  be 
his  daughter  or  niece,  I  contrived  to  pay  her 
as  many  compliments  as  my  Latin  would  allow. 
The  pastor  laughed,  and  chuckled,  and  rubbed 
his  hands,  and  seemed  excessively  delighted, 
but  I  could  not  imagine  what  pleased  the 
reverend  gentleman  so  highly,  till  he  asked  me 
several  indecent  questions  on  the  state  of  mo- 
rality in  this  country,  and  then,  pointing  to 
the  lady,  observed  with  a  loud  laugh,  ''  Est 
meum  scortum,  est  mea  meretrix!"  and  took 
the  pains  to  translate  the  same  to  the  poor 
woman,  who,  to  her  praise  be  it  said,  looked 
not  a  little  distressed.  Soon  afterwards  I  rose 
to  depart,  saying,  "  Abeundum  estmihi — gratias 
plurimas  ago;**  but  he  interrupted  me  with. 
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"  Sex  batxia  tantdm  *'  (about  a  shilling),  which 
I  paid,  thinking  as  scurvily  of  his  hospitality 
as  I  was  scandalized  by  his  character,  and 
gladly  turned  my  back  on  him.  Unfortunately 
there  are  many  such  coarse,  vulgar-minded 
wretches  among  the  clergy  of  Switzerland,  and 
all  other  countries  where  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion  prevails. 

The  Norwegian  clergy,  however,  would  not 
only  set  a  laudable  example  to  the  Swiss,  but 
in  some  respects  might  instruct  also  our  own; 
for  I  do  not  believe  that  among  them  the  cause 
of  religion  is  weakened  by  the  variance  of  party, 
or  the  want  of  a  general  co-operation.  Alas ! 
that  our  church  should  be  distracted  by  internal 
divisions  among  those  professing  to  be  her 
friends  and  defenders,  whilst  she  is  at  the  same 
time  staggering  beneath  the  attacks  of  open 
foes.  Like  the  partisans  of  John  of  Giscala 
and  Simon,  at  Jerusalem,  they  who  ought 
to  defend  the  citadel  seem  more  inclined  to 
turn    their    arms    against    each    other,    than 
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against  those  who  are  the    cominon    enemies 
of  both. 

It  is  the  object  of  this  work  to  gain  philo- 
so}4iy9  that  is,  instruction,  from  travel,  by 
studying  the  economy  of  other  countries,  and 
comparing  with  it  that  of  our  own ;  and  thus 
am  I  continually  reminded  of  domestic  evils 
which,  in  a  mere  book  of  voyages,  I  should 
not  feel  justified  in  treating  of.  I  admire,  I  love 
our  venerable  church,  but  I  think  there  is  a 
good  deal  to  be  reprehended  in  the  conduct  of 
many  that  affect  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  her 
institutions.  The  individual  clergy  are  too  apt 
to  forget  that  the  emoluments  they  enjoy  were 
originally  bestowed  upon  their  order  to  be 
applied  (chiefly  at  least)  in  the  exercise  of 
charity,  and  the  "  maintenance  of  hospitality.*^* 

*  At  the  time  of  the  suppression  of  the  greater  monasteries, 
the  lands  taken  from  the  monks,  who  composed  the  most 
liberal,  generous,  and  hospitable  order  ever  known  to  this 
country,  were  given  to  the  nobles,  with  the  direction  (and  in 
some -of  the  later  instances,  on  the  condition)  that  they  should 
continue  to  practise  that  hospitality  which  was  exercised  by 
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Had  a  litde  more  affectionate  sympathy  been 
manifested,  the  clergy,  as  a  body,  would  have 
been  much  more  likely  to  have  gained  the 
lasting  affection  and  cordial  support  of  the  mass 
of  those  they  were  set  to  instruct,  than  by  aping 
the  follies  of  the  great,  and  struggling  to  attain 
a  higher  place  in  society  than  their  incomes 
or  duties  allowed. 

die  former  ownen .  The  non-compliance  with  this  direction 
was  the  true  origin  of  the  poor  laws,  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth, 
whichf  though  an  unavoidable  and  praiaeworthy  institution, 
have  been  the  subject  of  trouble  and  regret  ever  since. 


VOL.  11. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


GENERAL   REMARKS. 


There  are  no  public  buildings  at  Christiania 
worth  looking  at|  nor  indeed  is  there  any  thing 
in  the  town  that  need  detain  the  traveller  many 
hours.  Of  course  there  are  no  marbles  or 
statues^ — and  yet  it  is  said  by  Dr.  Qaxke  d»l 
there  are  at  Drontheim  statues  in  the  cathe^ 
dral  that  would  be  no  disgrace  to  Greciaii 
sculpture ;  but  as  I  did  not  go  to  Drondieim^ 
I  Irill  not  say  much  about  them.  By  the  w^^ 
Ae  art  of  sculpture  is  likely  to  decline  stiU 
lower  tlmn  its  iH*esent  ebb^  for  as  it  once  derived 
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Us  ehief  value  from  being  the  means  of  per- 
petuating the  image  of  cdebnited  men,  it  will 
nowy  that  object  being  superseded,  pcarchance 
fall  into  total  desu^ude.  I  allude  to  a  remark- 
able discovery  that  has  been  made  by  Signore 
Girolomo  Segato,  a  man  of  extraordinary  merit, 
wbidi  has  received  the  customary  neglect:  he 
is  by  birth  a  Venetian,  and  has  spent  many 
years  of  his  life  in  travel,  particularly  in  Egypt. 
Having  early  imbibed  the  love  of  chemistry, 
he  settled  in  Florence,  where  he  still  resides, 
and  devoted  his  attention  to  the  study  of  his 
fiiTourke  sci^Kse.  The  principal  result  of  his 
labDurs  has  been  the  discovery  of  the  art  of 
petrUSjrisg  the  human  body;  and  this,  not  by 
svperadding  a  mere  incrustation,  but  by  trans*- 
foxming  the  wh<de  substance  into  dear  and  almost 
tmispareot  stone.  No  natural  process  could 
ever  effect  this,  because  the  body  decomposes 
befiare  the  water  has  time  to  create  the  chan||fe ; 
but  the-  art  of  S^ato  can  transform,  within  a 
km  hours  after  death,  into  the  imperishiAle 
B  2 
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eoiuislency  of  marble,  that  image  which  a^  la^ly 
breathed  with  the  spirit  of  life,  iwhose  complir 
cated  machinery  was  ever  progresung  with,  a 
gradual  change,  and  whose  extraordinary  fled- 
bility  was  capable  of  every  variety  of  expressioB 
and  posture.  The  talismanic  touch  which  thus 
arrests  the  progress  of  decay,  and  converts  die 
softest  and  most  delicate  fabric  of  creative  naixm 
into  actual  stone,  presents  one  of  the*  moat 
remarkable  discoveries  of  modem  sdence ;  and 
perhaps  the  singularity  of  the  invention  w91 
excuse  my  having  here  taken  notice  of  it. 

One  day  at  Christiania  two  of  the  waiters 
came  running  up  stairs  to  my  room,  with  the 
greatest  glee  sparkling  in  their  faces,  and  ex- 
claiming, "  Two  of  your  countrymen  are  come ! 
two  of  your  countrymen  are  come ! "  for  these 
good,  simple,  honest  people  really  tboi;^bl  that 
the  English  must  feel  the  same  national  friend^ 
ship  for  each  other  that  is  entertained  by  iht 
inhabitants  of  other  countries ;  but  I,  knowi^ 
the  temper  of  ray  countrymen  better,  relied 
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tritTi  mimovied  coolness,  "  Well !   what  if  they 
be?**  to  the  chagrin  and  disappointment  of.m; 
kind  informants,  who  no  doubt  expected  I  WQi)ld 
iLf  down  stairs,  and  throw  myself  into  theiic 
arras.    We  met  at  the, table  d'h&t^;  the  waiters 
M^ed  and  grinned,  and  kept  .their  eyes  fixed 
Upon  us,  expecting,  to  behold  a  most  pathetic 
meeting;  but  when  we  sat  down  to  dinner  with- 
out taking  the  least  notice  of  each  other,  their 
wonder  and  concern  were  very  greatly  excited. 
The  Englishmen  were  two  half-pay  lieutenants, 
travelling — God  knows  why;   but  there   they 
trere,  and  had  come  from  Stockhplm.   As  one  of 
the  waiters  and  the  landlord's  son  spoke  English^ 
4k  conversation  was  chiefly  canned  on  in  that 
lai^uage,  but  not  above  one  remark  was  ex- 
^^tanged   between  the  newly-arrived   trayellers 
and  myself  during  the  whole ,  time  of  dinner ;  the 
fiuilt,  I  conceive,  lay  with. them  rather  than  me. 
Such  behaviour  somewhat  surprises  foreigners^ 
but  'tis  only  "  the  mray  of  the  English." ; 
As  I  remain  a  short  time  at  Christiania,  I 
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fl  nw  tif^  bfi6f  rmafks  on  tli6  cotntiyi  teu 
iririeh  wmM  luive  been  more  dMfim  bad  net 
•e  mudk  been  already  written  on  die  taltile^t  hf 
km  Mveflen,  who  take  more  pieaanre  m  eanyi 
60  aladatfesi  fte.  tban  nrjraetf.  Had  I  pwfcflatd 
to  give  a  pattieular  aeeount  of  tbe  couttriea  I 
tlaked  !  would  eertaifdy  liave  attempted  txr  ffr 
more  into  detail  ;-^^and  diere  are  now  ao  manj^ 
M«torieft,  efdopdedlaa,  fitmily  librariea,  gtogv»* 
phical  ffietionariea^  mlscellaniee,  penny  maga^ 
zines,  and  penny^hal^nny  pubHeationa,  on  ril 
aobjecta,  that  I  think  I  taigfeie,  at  the  eoat  of 
sdftte  readbigi  and  tenpence  or  elefenpeifce  of 
iiterling  money,  have  presented  my  readers  wift 
a  minnte  and  authentic  account  Of  the  manMri^ 
habits,  dresses,  equipages,  furniture,  Iiiera«afe, 
liftgaagoi  currency,  politics,  govemmenti  iind 
general  organisation  of  the  interesting  kingdmf§ 
•f  the  North.  However,  as  I  have  a  singula 
objection  to  compilations  of  every  sort,  i  pi^ 
furred  giviftg  an  account  merely  of  what  met  my 
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QMk  jS)!^>  aad  eane  within  my  onm  obseryfttion, 
a»i  imiBt  beg  to  refer  the  curious  after  ftirthet 
infimnedcHi  to  those  cydopsedias,  nusceUanies^ 
and  peanyworths  of  which  I  have  spoken.  It 
ie  jralber  remi^kal>Ie»  that  goii^  the  other  day 
into  the  cottage  of  a  poor  labourer^  who  reads 
all  these  works,  and  is  therefore  one  of  the  most 
learned  characters  of  the  present  age,  and  ean 
t^U  you  (either  off-hand  or  on  reference)  by  how 
Tonek  a  Surinam  toad  surpasses  a  rimilar  reptile 
of  thie  eoUntryi  and  how  many  i^ots  there  are 
to  a  banyan  treoi  I  was  accosted  by  my  humble 
^nd  in  the  following  strain : — "  Well,  Sir,  I've 
l^eea  reading  about  diem  parts  as  you  are  come 
fieolB.  They  seem  to  be  desperate  badly  ^  off 
there*  They^n  no  shoei^  and  no  beds — ^but  tlien 
I  reokott  they  would  na  want  beds  much^  as  they 
dunna  seem  modi  giving  to  sleeping.  Th#y 
vmn  be  a  miserable  people ;  its  a  blessing.  Sir, 
as  you  ever  lived  to  come  back."  **  Why» 
Simon^**  said  I,  ^'  where  did  you  pick  up  tias 
story?     If  you  speak  of  the  Norwegians,   I 
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found  tbem  a  happy  and  contented  people,  with 
bouses  that  keep  out  the  coldi  and  plenty  of 
}f  ood  to  make  them  fires,  and  food  as  abundant 
as  they  wish,  though  their  indolence  genefi% 
makes  them  life  much  hard^  than  they  n^d. 
They  are  ignorant  of  delicacies,  and  dieiefofe 
do  not  seek  them ;  they  hare  not  maiqr  kxuries, 
but  certainly  th^  are  not  widiout  comforts';  or 
when  without  them^  their  mtoleraUe  idl^iesB 
only  is  to  blame.  I  believe  they  have  no  pei^y 
panq>hlels,  and  therefore  are  not  so  learned  i» 
you,  but  they  have  common  s&ise,  kindness^  and 
hospitalityT-and  I  really  do  not  know  wh^faer 
they  are  so  mudi  entitled  to  your  pity  as  yeur 
envy.-  "  Well,  Sir,  I  knowna ;  but  see  what 
they  say*n  here  ;*'  thus  speaking,  Simon,  from  a 
^If  that  contained  several  books,  three  white 
eftrtbenware  plates,  and  a  pewter  spoon,  took 
down  a  marble-bound  folio,  which  I  found  was 
entitled  *'*  Chambers'  Edinburgh' Journal,"  |uid 
turning  to  the  date  of  15th  June,  18@S,^  selected 
the  following  paragraph: — 
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'..i**  Extrone.  poverty,  in  some  paftsTof  Norway 
^usea  fL  paucity  of  articles  that  may' almost  be 
ts^gupded  as  necessary  to  the  comforts  of  life. 
'In  9ome  houses  the  whole  stock  of  utensils  are 
r*Tone:  large  iron  pot,  an  axe,  one  knife,  and 
half  .a  dozen  wooden  bowls  and  spoons.  The 
!«^Yenty. of  .the 'climate  obliges  the  people  to 
sl^ep  in  their  only  room  that  has  a  fire-place, 
.and  in  one  large  bed,  like  a  deal  box,  into  which 
they  all  creep;  some  straw  is  spread  at  the 
bottom,  and  sheepskins-  serve  for  a  covering. 
T^ey  seem  to  have  scarcely  a  fixed  hour  for 
ideep,  but  each  gets  in  by  day  as  he  finds  himself 
tired.  (!)  The  swampy  lands  they  labour  in 
prevents  the  women's  bare  feet,  or  their  mise- 
rable remnants  of  shoes  and  stockings,  from 
ever  being  clean.  (/  /)  Destitute  as  they  are  of 
every  worldly  comfort,  ttvo  or  three  religious 
books  are  to  be  found  in  every  house.  The 
hope  of  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  in  every 
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cfime  is  not  denied  to  these  poor  sofoiumers  fai 
the  valley  of  tears  r 

When  I  had  nude  an  end  of  leading  this 
remarkable  piece  of  useful  knowledge,  I  uH 
unto  Simon'^''  Shnon,  the  man  that  wrote  ibis 
was  not  thinking  of  the  Norwegians,  bat  ef  Che 
Irish,  to  whom  this  description  is  rather  ttore 
applicable.*  Now,  as  to  the  beds  or  booces  of 
the  Norwegians,  the  worst  fault  I  found  w^ 
them,  was  that  they  were  too  short— the  ihhtt- 
bitants  being  rather  a  diminutive  race.  Though, 
no  doubt,  some  of  them  are  accustomed  to  sleep 
after  the  fashion  of  *  Margery  Daw,'  (whose 
history,  perhaps,  you  may  have  met  wKh  in  the 
course  of  your  reading,)  still  the  majority  of  Che 
people  are  provided  with  flock-beds  of  the  softest 
down,  and  generally  contrive  to  sleep  between 
f#o  of  them.  Water-fowl  are  so  frfehliful  on  the 
coast,  that  the  natives  are  at  no  other  expense 
for  bedding  than  the  trouble  of  catching  and 

•  Consult  poot  Inglis't  "  Ii^land/'  ptatim. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


THE  KO&TH  OF  EUEOPE.  A3 

{Jfttdung  the  bhrds.^  And  though  sheepakms 
are  frequently  used  among  the  mountains^  tbeur 
warmth  makes  them  to  be  considered  a  blesring 
foatead  of  a  privation. 

**  As  in  some  latitudes,  and  during  some  por* 
lion  of  the  year,  there  is  no  nighty  it  is  highly 
fn-c^Mtble  that  the  inhabitants  go  to  bed  during 
the  day—mA  that  without  thinking  it  any  great 
hardship.  As  to  the  misfortune  of  possessing 
no  Warren's  blacking  wherewith  to  clean  *  their 
miserable  remnants  of  shoes/  that  is  indeed 
greatly  to  be  deplored;  but  they  surely  have 
water  to  enable  them  to  wash  *the  women's 
bare  feet,'  were  ablution  considered  a  luxury, — 
which  it  is  not,  in  cold  countries.  But  to  mi^e 
the  tale  less  pitiable,  Simon,  the  women  never 
go  with  bare  feet,  preferring  the  conveniency  of 

*  These  are  in  such  niimbers»  that  the  rocks  are  frequently 
covered  with  them  for  an  extent  of  many  acres.  A  sportsman 
told  me,  that  by  lying  flat  down  he  sometimes  killed  or  wounded 
so  as  to  obtain  a  dozen  fowl  at  a  single  shot.  The  game-laws 
of  these  countries  are  principally  directed  to  the  sea-fowl ;  and 
the  only  restrictions  they  impose,  are,  that  the  birds  shall  not 
be  destroyed  during  the  spring  «nd  summer  months. 
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in^ooden  shoes,  when  they  cannot :  get  leather 
ones:       '  ,,.. 

**  I  cannot  but  admire,  with  you,  the  ^e 
flourish  concerning  the  valiey  oF  tears,  wbiph 
concludes  this  account;  but  as  to  the  ''two* or 
tSuree  religious  books  in  every, hpuse'-rin  the 
first  place,  they  have  not  money  enough  to  pay; 
for  them,  and,  did  they  possess,  have  not  iJall 
enough  to  read  them." 

The  houses  both  in  Sweden  and  Norway  %^ 
almost  entirely  of  wood  (except  the  chimneys) 
soroetiipes  painted  white,  more  frequently  red^ 
but  most  commonly  uncoloured.  They  are 
amxposed  of  the  trunks  of  trees  laid  horizontsUj^ 
one  abdvie  another,  barked,  and  in  the  ii^^ior 
cut  tolerably  smooth ;  the  interstices  ^re  filled 
with  moss  or  clay,  and  the  houses  are  always 
more  comfortaUe  than  they  appear.  As  I  chose 
to  walk  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  being  better 
able  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  houses  and 
habits  of  the  middle  and  lower  classes,  I  think 
I  may  speak  on  this  subject  with  more  confidence 
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than  diose  who  frequent  only  the  inns  and  higtr^ 
roads. 

r  cannot  but  agree  with  Dr.  Clarke,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  opinion  of  Derwent  Conway,  that, 
as  far  as  my  experience  went,  the  Swedes  are* 
a  people  infinitely  more  generous,  liberal,  and 
hospitable  than  their  neighbours.^  They  are 
also  far  more  gende,  courteous  and  polite ; — the 
Norwegians  are  ruder,  gruffer,  and  blunter  in 
their  manners.  Living  is  cheaper  in  Swelen 
than  in  Norway;  but  they  live  better  in  the 
latter  country. 

'  In  the  large  towns,  we  sometimes  find  the 
women  to  be  rather  pretty,  having  fair  com- 
plexions, and  not  ungraceful  figures;  ^but  the 
peasant  girls  are  invariably  ugly,  squaUd,  and 
iniseraUe  in  appearance. 

In  travelling  through  Norway,  one .  cannot 
but.  be  struck  with  the  picturesque  character  of 
the  country  ^  churches,  ;  which  are '  generally^ 
situated  in  the .'  most  romantic  spots,  and  are 
commonly  built  of  wood,  with  a  red  painted  roef 
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and  red  spire.  In  the  more  populous  di$tn$|tl 
they  are  of  brick,  whitewashed,  but  stiU  r0taii| 
the  red  roof,  and  pretty  tapering  spire.  Ti^ 
Swedish  churches  are  more  clumsy^  hayiiiig 
usually  an  ugly  steeple,  or  none  at  all;  and* 
in  this  case,  the  bell  is  placed  under  a  woo4ea 
covering,  a  few  paces  distant  from  the  ediSee. 

Every  one  knows  that  timber  is  the  {Mrmcipal 
produce  of  Norway ;  it  is  customary  to  kil  the, 
trees,  and  strip  and  bark  them,  during  the 
sjning  and  summer,  to  be  in  readiness  for  ib^ 
winter  season,  when  they  are  slided  over  the 
snow  to  the  banks  of  the  nearest  river,  and  thus 
conveyed  to  the  sea.  The  timber  is  generally 
left  to  float  along  at  random;  men  being  sta- 
tioned at  different  places  to  push  again  into  the 
stream  such  portions  as  may  have  been  stranded. 
A  considerable  merchant  stated,  that  some  of 
the  timber  which  be  received  was  about  tuio 
ffears  on  its  passage;  having  to  come  down 
many  rivers  into  which  it  can  enter  only  at 
particular  seasons,  when  the  rain,  or  meltsd 
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tfikoyiff  has  dwdled  the  body  of  their  watecs. 
IW  ^  wifiter  of  1834-5,  there  was  scarce  my 
m<m,  and  the  inhabitants  were,  consequently, 
tttiable  to  sHde  the  timber  to  the  rir^s,  winch 
also  were  too  shallow  to  convey  any  large  body ; 
and  ^tls,  during  the  last  year,  the  shipping  trade 
has  sustained  very  great  injury,  and  innumerable 
vessels  remained  many  months  in  port,  unable  t<y 
procure  a  freight. 

In  Sweden,  it  is  the  custom  after  meals  t& 
bow  to  each  other ;  but  among  intimates,  and 
the  middle  and  lower  classes,  they  commonly 
slap  one  another  on  the  back,  instead  of  the 
more  formal  ceremony.  In  Norway,  the  guests 
on  rising  from  table,  shake  hands  with  the  lady 
of  the  house,  and  pay  her  a  compliment  (if  they 
can)— but  very  frequently  they  shake  hands 
with  one  another  all  round  the  table.  The 
custom  prevails  in  these  countries  (as  generall;^ 
over  the  continent)  of  touching  your  neighbour's 
glass  with  your  own,  when  you  drink  to  him. 
I  have  been  present  at  large  parties  of  gentlemen 
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in  Germaiiyi  when,  at  a  giien  toa^  «v^  ^o^. 
fills  his  glass,  joinps  on  his  legs  and  r^^j^QoM^ 
the  table,  touching  with  his  own  .the  gla$»j)| 
every  person  he  meets  ;r-a  prpoesa-diM:  Q9^9i^^. 
much  coD&iMon  and  sjHlling  of  wine,  8ome 
laughter  and  solne  curses;  and  I  thought  ii 
even  a  greater  hore  than  the  obsolete  practice  in 
our  own  country  of  drinking  healths. 

In  all  the  countries  of  the  North,  the^c^urrent 
coin  of  the  realm  is,  in  appearance,  a  most 
unenviable  kind  of  property,  for  the  most  part 
consisting  of  coarse  paper — blue,  yellow,  and 
other  colours.  There  is  also  a  good  deal  of 
copper  money,  and  some  ver/base  silver.  ,  The 
Danish  money  consists  of  rix  dollars,  markSj^ 
and  skillings ; — there  is  also  the  specie  dollar^ 
worth  rather  more  than  two  of  the  others,  and 
the  half  specie.  The  rix  dollar  is  equal  to 
about  2s.  4*1  d.  English ;  the  mark  (contai^ipg 
sixteen  skillings)  about  5d^ ;  and  three  skUIings 
amount  to  an  English  penny. 

Th^e  is  great  confusion   in   the    Swe^&A 
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tiMine^y  owing  to  the  difference  in  value  of  the 
f^  ind  the  banco*  A  rix  dollar  in  Sweden  Is 
woiiii-  about  one  shilling, ,  English ;  a  dollar^ 
banco,  about  eigfateenpence ;  aiid  throughout 
die  scale,  that  money  which  is  called  banco  is 
Worth  about  a  third  more  than  the  vix. 
V  A  >  Norwegian  dollar  equals  Ss.  8d,  of  our 
money ;  and  a  mark,  hinepence. 

The  Danish  and  Norwegian  languages  have 
great  resemUance  to  each  other ;  indeed,  I  was 
told  that  the  same  grammar  is  used  in  the 
schools  of  either  country.  But.  the  ^Swe£sh 
difiers  .considerably  from  both.  The^  German 
character  is  used  by  all  the  kingdoms,  both  in 
printing  and  writing ;  and  bears  a  great  resem^ 
Vtiame  to  the  old  English  black  letter,  wluch  we 
dlB(Sarded  dome  centuries  ago.  :  The  language.:irf 
each  of  thd»e  countries  is  very  easily  acquiiredin' 
a  sufficient  degree  for  the  purposes  of  travel,  but 
iiaf  said  to  be  very  difficult  to  those  who  seek  to 
learh  it  perfectly  and  grammatically;  for  my^ 
pact,  I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  make  that 
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Mtpdriment  I  ba?e  heard  the  I^itifes  say^tfiit 
•f  fore^  languages  the  j  can  aeqinre  thell«(s^M 
l»idi  the  most  facility.  I  believe^  howerer,  ihstt 
]•  Bibi  much  shnilaritj  between  them. 

There  are  sereral  booksellers'  shops  m  Gopett-* 
hagen^  that  contain  some  cM-iginal  Hterature^  aftd 
translations  of  Sir  Walter  Scotf  s,  and  other 
popular  English  novels.  The  Danes  have  also 
lately  established  a  penny  magazihei  which  will, 
no  doubt,  tend  to  the  enlightenment  o£  that 
benighted,  though  happy  people. 

I  saw,  in  Norway,  a  trandadon  of  Lloyd's 
"  Field  Sports  of  the  North,**  in  the  Norske 
tongue,  and  not  badly  printed ;  the  lithographs 
also  were  very  creditable.  The  book  was  pub- 
lished at  Christiania.  There  are  not,  however, 
many  authors  in  these  countries  at  present, 
tfiough,  doubtlei^,  the  breed  will  increase  in 
times  which  are  said  to  become  every  day  more 
"  surprising."  That  literature  is  always  most 
solid  and  sound,  where  the  competitors  for  fame 
are  few.    This  thought  so  frequently  reminds 
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me  of  the  present  state  of  the  belles  leiires  m 
oijur  own  oountryi  that  I  cannot  refrain  from 
devoting  a  chapter  to  the  consideration  of  the 
subject;  and  those  who  are  not  willing  to  pardon 
such  an  aberration  must  please  to  ^'  skip  and 
go  om" 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

LITERATURE   AND   EDUCATION. 

■ 

Every  one  is  struck  with  the  vast  productive 
powers  of  nature.  There  are  insects  which  have 
a  million  descendants  coexistent  with  themselves. 
It  is  said  that  an  acre  of  wheat  would,  were  its 
produce  continually  sown,  in  about  fooiteen 
jears  cover  the  surface  of  the  whole  earth.  This 
productiveness  is  not  confined  to  insects  and 
vegetables :  it  belongs  also  to  more  intellectual 
things,  and  authors  multiply  as  fast  as  eith^.- 
These  may  be  divided  into  two  classes — original 
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authors,  and  authors'  by  education.''^  The  first 
are  men  of  original  minds,  and  native  strength 
of  intellect;  who  draw  from  their  own  internal 
resources  those  riches,  which,  thus  poured  forth 
upon  the  world,  become  its  fresh  and  unfading 
ornaments. 

Authors  by  education  are  they  who  have  not 
from  nature  inherited  any  extraordinary  talents; 
but  who,  by  dint  of  studying  the  works  of 
genius,  have  contrived  to  endow  themselves  with 
some  portion  of  its  virtues ;  as  the  steel,  which 
rubbed  by  the  magnet,  becomes,  though  in  a 
feebler  degree,  possessed  of  its  properties. 

•  I  4o  not  deny  that  I  whip  myself  pretty  freely  in  these 
remarks ;  but  I  seek,  without  regard  to  the  peculiar  position 
of  myself  or  others,  candidly  to  examine  the  present  tone  of 
literature;  and  however  invidious  it  may  seem  in  an  author  to 
rail  at  authors,  truth  in  this  instance  appears  to  require  such 
a  course.  It  is  conceived  that  the  literary  character  of  tb|( 
present  day  must  be  determined  by  the  preponderance  of 
writings  of  a  peculiar  style,  and  by  the  number  of  readers, 
upholders  of  that  style.  It  is  true  that  works  of  a  superior 
order,  and  on  higher  subjects,  also  issue  from  the  press,  but 
they  are  not  sufficiently  read  to  counteract  the  effect  of  the 
numerous  more  unworthy  productions. 
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The  most  numeroufi  and  most  remarkaUe  df 
the  genus  of  authors,  known  at  die  present  cby, 
are  the  novelists. 

It  is  by  reading  Greek  and  Latin  woi^  that 
Blea  beeome  scholars ;  and  by  an  assiduous  study 
of  novels,  men  and  women  acquire  the  art  and 
the  kielination  to  write  them«  No  more  real 
talent  is  actually  exerted  or  necessary,  than  is 
required  by  an  apotheeary,  who  has  served  his 
regular  iqpprentioeship,  to  make  up  a  common 
prescription. 

The  novel  writers  who  preceded  Miss  Edge- 
worth  and  Sir  Waiter  Scott,  deserve  still  less 
notice  than  those  who  have  followed  and  imitated 
them.  Some  indeed,  Richardson,  Fielding, 
and  Miss  Barney,  produced  works  that  called 
forth  a  host  of  siddy  imitators,  whose  reputation 
has  been  proportioned  to  their  merits  ^  and  there 
was  one,  the  inimitable  Smollett,  who  in  richness 
of  fancy,  beauty  of  composition,  keenness  of 
satire,  and  sprightliaess  of  wit^  is  supeiu^r  %vwj 
to  Sir  Walter  and  Miss  Edgeworth.    The  style 
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of  SmoUetty  vliich  did  not  consist  of  pathetic 
appeals  to  the  aensibility  of  the  reader,  was  not 
to  be  attempted  by  common  geniusesi  who, 
ther^fonetj  visely  confined  their  ambition  to  a 
livabry  with  Mrs*  Badclifie,  whose  capacity  they 
perceived  to  be  less  remote  from  their  own» 
Sqcb  iDorl»d  productions  were  too  delicate  for  a 
longer  existence  than  a  few  months ;  and  there 
are  men  perhaps  now  living  whose  reputation  as 
authors  lingers  only  in  their  own  breasts. 

Sir  Walter  Scott  gave  a  new  impulse  to  novel- 
writing**  A  crowd  of  aspiring  rivals  soon 
cfiught  his  tone,  and  proceeded  to  beat  out  the 
rich  ore  tbey  dug  from  his  volumes  into  the  thin 
and  paltry  ornaments  with  which  tbey  hoped  to 
bedeck  their  own.  I  call  them  *'  rivals/'  because 
lik^y  do  not  allow  themselves  to  be  imitators ; — 
1^  perhaps  they  did  not  wilfully  imitate.  These, 
how«v^,  are  writers  who  come  under  the  elasa 

*  The  name  of  Scott  is  known  in  the  deepest  recesses  of  the 
D6tr6  ¥}eld  ^  and  '*  Ivanhoe**  is  there  thought  to  be  the  most 
wond^rfiil  of  bo^u. 
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of  '^  authors  by  education;*'  they  hare  be^ 
rubbed  with  the  Waverley  loadstone,  and  arp 
possessed  of  some  of  its  virtue. 

Writers  beget  writers ;  they  increase  and  loi^ 
tiply  like  the  grain  and  insects  of  which  I  hetoxe 
treated.  But  must  we  conclude  that  the  proi^ 
gious  increase  of  authors  in  the  present  age, 
argues  a  superiority  of  intellect  ov^  former 
times  ?  Certainly  not  Some  men,  of  no  des- 
picable capacity,  have  been  induced  to  come 
forth  from  obscurity  by  having  a  road  pointed 
out  to  them,  which  their  own  imagiofttioKii, 
widiout  such  ti  guide,  would  never  have  sug- 
gested ;  but  it  may  be  laid  down,  that  die  tme 
reason  of  the  increasing  number  of  authors,  js 
owing  hot  more  to  the  multitude  of  readers,  and 
the  increased  facility  of  publicaticm,  than  to  the 
wretchedness  of  style,  and  poverty  of  matter, 
which  distinguish  the  productions  of  the  preamt 
day;  and  which  are  undoubtedly  the  stroogatt 
inducements  to  men  of  meagre  talents  to  enter 
the  lists,  where  they  are  pretty  certain  to  fiad 
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«Mie  rhrals  at  feast  as  feeble  aa  themselves.  It 
nrast  also  be  observed,  that  the  more  generally 
difiused,  and  more  equal  system  of  education  of 
late  years  has  afforded  every  facility  to  the 
development  of  intellectual  powers  in  all  classes 
of  society. 

In  a  short  time  (so  many  the  competitors) 
it  will  require  the  most  resplendent  talents  to 
make  a  man  notedly  conspicuous.  A  lofty  hill, 
standing  alone  in  a  broad  plain,  attracts  the 
nodce,  and  excites  the  admiration  of  the  spectator; 
but  were  it  possible  for  numerous  other  hills, 
not  quite  so  lofty,  to  start  up  on  every  side  of  it, 
diough  still  '^  superior  by  the  head,"  it  would  no 
longer  affect  us  with  the  same  sense  x>f  its 
height,  nor  fill  us  with  the  same  conceptions  of 
its  grandeur  and  sublimity.  There  will,  perhaps, 
be  men  of  as  great  minds,  though  they  will  not 
receive  as  much  attention,  in  future  times  as  in 
past  ages;  but  as  great  minds  can  only  be 
formed  by  sound  education,  it  may  be  feared 
whelher,  in  the  various  plans  of  instruction  that 

VOL.  II.  p 
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will  be  Imnigfal  fenrard,  soliditj  id\maakg^\ 
be  Bofficiettdy  lodced  to :  it  is  but  toa  probable 
tbati  in  the  baste  to  acqimre  knowkdge^  acrade 
and  shallow  smattering  will  be  readily  ikened 
safficient ;  tinsel  will  be  seen  in  the  place  of 
more  valuable  substance;  and  the  insolent  setf- 
sufficiency  which  nsoally  accompanies  a  Ao^ 
kn&wledge  of  things,  will  quickly  make  it  appa- 
rent that  there  is  in  such  a  system  more  of  glitter 
than  g<4d. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  features-!^' the 
present  age  is  to  be  seen  in  the  grei^  number  of 
female  writers.  As  I  haiFe  before  obs^tfvedy 
it  would  be  arrogant  and  unjust  to  suppose  that 
the  nund  of  woman  has  acquired  a4oMep  tone, 
and  more  exalted  powers^  than  wer^  possessed 
by  the  sex  in  former  times :  were  lliere  no  other 
argument  against  such  a  supposition,  the  writings 
themselves  would  be  a  sufficient  eontradietion-^ 
for  they  fiilly  establish  that  most  of  die  female 
authors  of  the  present  day ,  are  authors  only -by 
education. 
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'Piiblio  Trriting  is,  in  fact,  beyond  the  province 
<)f  woman;  Naturally  intended  to  move  only  in 
a  domestic  sphere,  and  best  fitted  for  the  modest 
-retireSDenI  of  private  life,  she  is,  in  the  character 
of  An  author,  dragged  upon  the  stage  of  the 
vrorld  to  be  made  Che  subject  of  public  criticism, 
*and  to  be  gazed  at  by  every  eye,  like  a  public 
•  actress.  The  sensitive  delicacy  of  a  refined 
woman  must,  one  would  think,  be  shocked  by 
so  rude  a  scrutiny,  which  has  the  power  of 
^irawlng  aside  her  veil  only  to  stare  in  her  face. 

It  is  so  easy,  and  requires  so  little  imagination 
or  talent,  to  write  of  occurrences  that  take  place 
under  one's  own  eye,  that  almost  all  the  novelists 
of  the  present  day  confine  themselves  to  such 
topics.  And  I  must  confess  that  this  observation 
api^iesr  equally  to  travellers,  for  nothing  demands 
so  little  skill  or  talent  as  a  narrative  of  events 
that  have  happened  to  one's  self. 

The  comparative  equality  of  education  in  the 
present  age ;  the  excitement  of  great  events,*^ 
whether  political,  or  consisting  of  extraofdinary 
F  2 
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4lisplays  of  individual  genius,  whidi  a9iA>ke 
dormant  energies  that  would  not  otfaerwisa  harve 
been  called  forth,  and  which  never  afterwards 
slumbered; — these,  and  perhaps  odier  «^i»fte)^ 
increased  the  number  of  authors,  who,  in  order 
to  gain  a  reputation,  find  it  necessary  to  for^c^l 
one  another  in  their  writings,  and  imagine  thai 
a  multitude  of  publications  confer  an  tmportadof, 
and  contain  a  value,  which  they  do  not  indivi- 
dually bestow  or  possess. 

As  the  increased  number  of  authors  origiQ«t0s, 
in  a  great  measure,  in  the  moie  equalized  system 
of  education,  it  becomes  the  modem  phSlanthoe- 
pist,  who  so  eagerly  advocates  die  spreading  ^f 
knowledge,  in  an  especial  degree,  to  watdi  nmr 
the  mode  in  which  instruction  is  conveyed^  and 
the  matter  which  is  meant  to  be  infiised*  And, 
first,  let  it  be  made  a  principal  endeavour  io 
inspire  the  breast    of  youth    with '  lofty   Add 

.  generous  principles.* 

-  J" 

*  I  need  not  say  that  a  religious  education  is  the  first  object 
"to  be  attended  to.    It  is  said  to  hare  been  an  observation H>f 
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.  At  present,  they  are  expected  to  come  to  him 
mthout  being  attracted.  It  was  the  chief  aim 
4f  the  ancient  schools  of  heathen  philosophy 
I&  escpand  and  elevate  the  mind ;  to  impress  men 
mbh  a  sense  of  their  own  importance  in  the 
scale  of  animated  beings ;  and  to  infuse  a  dignity 
^.thought  that  was  the  sure  parent  of  illustrious 
actions. 

Tihe  lofty  contemplations  which  were  the 
subjects  of  study,  inspired  a  grandeur  of  tone 
that,  whilst  we  envy,  we  ought  also  to  emulate ; 
and  fiumed  into  a  broad  and  steady  flame  that 
Bpaik  of  virtue  which  is  lurking  in  every  breast. 
By  this  means  have  arisen  those  beacons  of 
intellectual  brightness  whose  beam,  piercing 
through  a  long  vista  of  dark  ages,  still  continues 
to  durect  and  enlighten  mankind.  Such  are 
Soovates,  Aristides,  Epaminondas ;  such  Seneca, 
'  C^to  the  Younger,  and  Scipio  Africanus. 


Napoleon,  that  a  man's  conduct  in  life  depends  entirely  on  his 
mothep^tbat  is,  on  his  first  teacher.  His  religious  character 
is  Almost  always  determined  by  her* 
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In  our  day,  however,  it  ia  seldom ^i^tempited 
to  direct  the  mind  of  the  young  to  contemplatkyii 
or  reflection.  The  reason  why  princes  at^ 
almost  invariably  fools,  is  becausi^,  being; 
always  in  the  hands  o[  attendants  or  courtiteiy 
they  have  no  opportunity  for  thought* 

Look  around  I  survey  the  character  of  our 
country  in  the  greatness  of  its  inhabitants,  col«' 
lectively  or  individually.  How  do  we  estimate 
men  ? — solely  by  the  measure  of  their  knowledge 
of  the  past  and  the  present  Who  hath  culled 
most  frpm  the  stores  of  others,  him  we  pronounce 
greatest ;  although  his  fellow-creatures  have 
received  no  benefit  from  his  labours,  nor.hi^di 
his  own  mind  been  expanded,  his  heart  improved, 
nor  his  benevolence  waihned. 

All  our  ideas'  (being  conveyed  through  the 
senses)  owe  their  existence  primarily  to  sensa- 
tion, but  are  extended,  improved,  and  defitied 
by  reflection.  Without  this  aid  they  are  little 
better  than  aerial  nothings, — a  sort  ot  floating 
PoOf  drifting  about  on  the  surface  of  the  mind. 
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wi^iPttt  baving^  any  root  in  the  understandiog. 
W«re  our  youth  instructed  to  emulate  the 
aeHoM  oi  virtuoua  men;  were  learning  so 
ju4i$iou$ly  inculcated  as.  to  improve,  the  heart, 
and  enlarge  the  mind,  and  not  only  to  strengthen 
the  head  and  encumber  the  memory ;  the  world 
might  again  contain  a  Socrates,  an  Aristidesj  or 
an  Epaminondas.* 
Such  were  the  objects  of  ancient  edupation ; 


*  ^  Let  my  governor  remember  to  what  end  bis  instructions 
are  principally  directed,  and  that  be  do  not  so  much  imprint 
lb  his  pupU'B  memory  the  date  of  the  ruin  of  Carthage  as  the 
manners  of  Hannibal  and  Scipio;  nor  so  much  wherg  Mar- 
cellus  died,  as  why  it  was  unworthy  of  his  duty  that  he  died 
tiiare.  That  he  do  not  teach  him  so  muoh  the  nitrratite  part 
^  the  business  of  history.*' . . , ''  With  one  of  the  ancieqts, 
compare  one  of  our  College  LeUinUts,  after  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years'  study,  who  has  thrown  away  so  much  time  in  nothing  but 
learning  to  speak.  The  world  is  nothing  but  babble ;  and  I 
hardly  ever  yet  saw"  that  man  who  did  not  rather  prate  too 
m«ch  thui  speak  toe  little ;  and  yet  half  of  our  age  is  em- 
bezzled this  way.  We  are  kept  four  or  five  years  to  learn 
words  only,  and  to  tack  them  together  into  clauses;  as  many 
more  to  make  exerctses ;  and  to  divide  a  continued  discourse 
into  so  many  parts ;  and  other  five  years,  at  least,  to  learr> 
Succinctly  to  mix  and  interweave  them  after  a  subtle  and  intri- 
oBte'XftalltMr.^— MoHTAiONBy  JEtiay  en  Educuiknu 
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and  tbey  are  Avm  expressad  in  the  coMmt 
language  of  an  elegant  historian  :*-**  In  tii^ 
sdiools  of  philosophy  aneiently  irere  tau^t'tte 
great  maxima  of  troe  pdiicy ;  the  nde^  df  e'mtf 
kmd  of  duty;  the  motiyes  for  a  true  discharges 
of  them;  what  we  owe  to  our  country;  the 
right  use  of  authority;  wherein  true  courage 
consists ;  in  a  word,  the  qualities  that  form  tl^ 
good  citizen^  statemian^  and  great  captain."^ 
Surely  this  is  the  true  end  of  education. 

Learning  is  but  idle,  is  but  worse  than  useless, 
if  it  &il  to  ennoble  the  soul,  to  cherish,  and 
cultivate,  and  bring  to  maturity  the  secret  and 
j^orious  treasures  of  the  heart.  To  go  on 
laying  up  store  on  store,  and  learning  tipon 
learning,  even  to  the  end  of  life,  without  havii^ 
any  better  dm  than  to  satisfy  an  insatiable 
craving,  presents  but  a  melancholy  picture  of 
the  prostitution  of  capacity,  and  the  misapplica*- 
tion  of  mental  endowments.  Our  pity  cannot 
be  more  excited  than  by  the  contemplation  of 
a  Bolingbroke  or  Chesterfield  tottering  to  the 
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|QQ|>y;iind  yet,  with  unabated  ardour,  thirsting 
^T_^  acquirement  of  knowledge,  ^duch  is 
ieoi|.iO:he  rendered  useless  by  the  hand  of  the 
l^e^dy^tf  and  to  be  consigned,  with  themselves, 
t9  tM  forgetfolness  of  the  girave.  Some  portion 
ef  intdlectual  greatness  may  be  permitted  to 
sytjrriye  their  material  part;  some  portion 
g^krwing  with  the  unextinguishable  spark  of 
g^oitts,  but  which  serves  only  to  perpetuate  and 
vivify  the  dark  deformity  within  which  it  is 
encased* 

In  concluding  these  remarks,  I  would  bid 
those  who  cast  their  offerings  before  the  world, 
to  remen^ber,  that  it  is  their  duty  to  instruct  as 
well  as  amuse»  I  would  remind  them,  that  the 
numerous  trifling  publications  and  imaginative 
wfnks  of  the  day,  have  unnerved  the  public, 
mind  tov  more  serious  studies,  and,  therelbre, 
that  its  tone  will  henceforth  undoubtedly  be 
regulated  by  those  publications  alone.  It  be^ 
cpmes,  then,  every  author  to  remember  that  his 
wrings  will  be  the  vehicles  of  good  or  evil. 
f8 
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Let  him  endeavour  to  improve  men  as  well  as 
to  please  them ; — ^let  him  recollect,  in  the  words 
of  the  virtuous  Johnson,  that  **  there  are  thou- 
sands of  read^s  willing  to  be  thought  wicked, 
if  they  may  be  {^IWwed  to  be  wits ;  and  therefore 
ii  is  the  duty  of  an  author  steadily  to  inculcate 
that  virtue  is  the  highest  proof  of  understand- 
ings and  the  only  solid  basis  4f  greatness ;  and 
tluit  vice  is  the  natural  consequence  of  narrow 
thoughts;  th^  it  begins  in  mistake,  and  ends 
in  ignominy.''* 

*  It  would  be  well  if  an  author  never  forgot  the  advice  of 
Horace : — 

"  Non,  te  ut  miretur  turba,  labores ; 
Contentus  paucis  lectorihus.    An  tua  demens 
Vilibus  in  ludis  dictari  carmina  mali«  V* 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


THE  MOUNTAINS. 


Whe^n  I  left  Christiania,  I  walked  in  a 
northerly  direction  towards  the  lake  Tyrie. 
On  the  second  day,  soon  aft^r  leaving  Jonsrud, 
the  road  began  to  ascend,  and  continued 
mounting  higher  and  higher  Tor  many  miles, 
passing  through  an  immense  forest  of  pines  and 
firs.  It  is,  howeyer,  -a  good  road ;  and  indeed 
the  high  roads  generally  throughout  Norway 
and  Sweden  are  surprisingly  good*  After 
toiling  upwards  for  several  hours,  I  came  sud- 
jdenly  to  the  descent     This  is  effected  through 
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a  most  singular  and  magmfieeiit  pass»  Yrindi 
is  situated  at  the  extreme  verge  of  a  Icaig  l^ie 
of  mountaiiis  that  form  part  of  the  district  called 
the  Ringarcedt.  After  climbing,  as  I  have 
mentioned,  to  the  summit  o£  this  bomadarjr, 
the  ground  i^pears  to  have  sunk,  as  it  wet«, 
from  the  top  to  the  bottoms  so  as  to  lorift  « 
narrow  chasm  or  pass,  which  aflSiMrds  a  very 
steep  descent  of  nearly  half  a  mile,  betweea 
precipitous  mountains  ot  craggy  rockj  whose 
narrow  ledges  yield  scanty  space  for  the  graceful 
pines  which  ornament  the  sides,  and  stretch 
across  the  pass. 

The  stem,  gloomy  crags  api^oach  each  o^er 
sa  dosely,  that  there  is  barely  room  for  the 
narrow  road  and  the  torrent  whidi  foams,  and 
chafes,  and  leaps  beside  it*  Downward  we  go;, 
diving  apparently  into  some  gloomy  abyss,  until 
we  perceive,  lying  far, below,  the  head  of  Lake 
Tyrie,  with  its  innumerable  islands  and  little 
fishing  boats,  like  specks  on  the  water;  and 
beyond  the  lake,  a  distant  barrier   of  Hack 
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SQountaiiu^  ovettopped  by  others,  still  farmer 
^d  with  eternal  snow. 

About  ten  English  miles  north  of  this  pass 
U^  a  town  called  Honeufossen  (pronounced 
H^nafoss),  where  is  a  considerable  waterfall, 
which,  however,  is  almost  concealed  by  the  saw- 
Bii&s  and  odier  buildings  erected  about  it.  Her6 
id  a  tolerable  inn,  kept  by  a  man  named  Glad- 
%V3h,  who  manages  to  speak  English.  The 
ti?er  Rimas  flows  into  another  river  close  to 
the  house,  and  these  streams  afford  excellent 
fehing ;  the  landlord  ordered  out  his  boat,  and 
we  succeeded  in  taking  some  very  fine  trout. 

I  now  got  among  the  Ranas  Fjeld  (pronounced 
JMd)  mountains,  which  run  far  in  a  northerly 
direction.  The  loftiest  of  the  mountdns  of 
Norway  is  Sneehattan,*  but  it  does  not  exceed 
8000  feet  in  height,  and  is  therefore  far 
excelled  by    many    of  those    of   Switzerland! 


*  As,  in  the  German  language,  the  lettern  is  seldom  sounded 
M  the  eod  of  a  ^otd*    The  wotd  fjeld  signiftes  tMuntnin.    . 
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The  mountaiiui  of  Norway  are*  for  the  matt 
party  huge^  bare  black  rocks,  frowning  in 
gloomy  sterility,  or  dad,  midway,  with  <a  thick 
covering  of  pine  trees,  and  capped  with  the 
ffliow  of  five  thousand  winters.  But  sfill  they 
are  blunt,  heavy  masses,  wanting  thai  wondcorfid 
variety  of  form,  those  thousand  crags,  and  pre- 
cipices, and  pinnacles — chasms,  abyss^,  lakesi 
and  stupendous  ov^hanging  cliffs,  which  g^ 
grandeur,  sublimity,  and  enchantment  to  d^ 
scenery  of  Switzerland^ 

He  that  goes  in  search  only  of  magnificent 
scenery  had  better  confine  himself  to  Switzec- 
knd,  for  there  are  no  Norwegian  mountains 
that  may  compare  with  those  of  that  interesting 
country.  There  is  no  Jungfrau  or  Wetterhom, 
there  is  no  lake  like  that  of  Thun  or  of  Lucerne. 
Where  in  the  world  shall  we  find  so  aj^pallingly 
glorious  a  spot  as  the  Mer  de  Glace,  on  the  side 
of  Mont  Blanc  ?  The  loftiest  precipices  of  rock 
compose  the  sides  of  that  tremendous  valley; 
looking  up  it,  along  the  sea  of  ice,  where  a 


Digitized 


by  Google 


THE  NORTH  OF   EUROPE.  11] 

distance  of  many  leagues  appears  to  be  only 
half  a  dozen  miles,  the  vision  is  bounded  by 
huge  mountains  of  snow.  Close  before  the 
spectator^  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley, 
rise  high  into  the  heavens  three  tapering  rocks, 
called  the  Needles  of  Mont  Blane^  whidi  are  of 
the  most  singular  character.  It  is  impossible  to 
convey  by  words  the  faintest  idea  of  this  won- 
derful scene ;  but  if  the  reader  will  excuse  the 
impertinency  of  the  introduction  here,  I  will 
transcribe  a  kind  of  jingling  attempt  at  descrip- 
tion, which,  if  he  be  in  a  good  humour,  he  may 
dignify  with  the  title  of  poetry. 

THE  NEEDLES  OF  MONT  BLANC* 
The  Needles  of  Mont  Blanc  I  the  Needles  of  Mont  Blanc ! 

He  hath  not  seen  magnificence 
Who  ne^er  stood  stUl  and  looked  upon 

The  Needles  of  Mont  Blanc. 

Those  dark  and  lonely  pyramids 

Far  loftier  they  rank— 
For  what  of  human  art  shall  rital 

The  Needles  of  Mont  Blanc  ? 

*  These  immense  masses  of  pointed  rock,  which  stand  at 
one  side  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  are  said  to  be  more  than  8000 
feet  aboye  the  sea. 
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Tbe  elouds  lie  Ufjbtlj  oo  their  bretst ; 

Their  foot  is  on  a  crystal  sea ;  * 
Their  naked  summitB  full  ten  thousand  storms  v ' 

Have  df»hed  aside  unbeedtngly.  ^    r 

In  the  silence  of  their  aolitiide —  ^;> 

Uqbroken  sate  when  thunders  roll — 
In  the  gloom]^  rocks  around,  there  is  an  influence 

like  a  ipdl  upoD  the  souL  *       i 

The  Nsiedlef  of  Mont  Blanc  I  how  hanghtiiy  they  rave . 

Their  lofty  brows  into  the  sky ! 
Their  towering  forms  m^estical 

Haye  beaftty  and  sublimity. 

The  stoutest  heart  would  surely  tremble  . 

Whilst  musing  here  in  lonely  hour. 
Where  solemn  grandeur,  high  and  awfully, 

Extends  her  magic  power. 

Wotiddst  thou  behold  a  mightier  scene  ? —  ^ 

With  this  what  other  scene  may  rank  ? — 
The  world  hath  nought  to  place  beside 

The  Needles  of  Mont  Blanc. 

I  have  ventured  to  contrast  here  the  scenery 
of  Norway  and  Switzerland,  because  I  think 
that  of  the  former  country  has  been  greatly 
exaggerated  by  travellers,  who  have  certainly 
made  the  most  of  what  they  beheld.  However,- 
I  only  record  my  own  opinion. 

♦  The  Mer  de  Glace.  >  > 
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In  th^  neighbourhood  of  the  Ranas  Fjord,  iei 
▼ery.  extensive  lake,  the  bears  committed  great 
ravages  last  spring  (1835),  having  destroyed 
nearly  all  the  horses  in  that  district.  The  ivSm- 
bitants  therefore  determined  to  get  up  a  grand 
bear  hunt,  at  which  seven  thousand  people  were 
to  have  been  present,  but  owing  to  some  tnia* 
arrangement  it  never  took  effect. 

On  these  occasions  the  hunters  form  what  is 
called  in  Sweden  a  skoal,  and  in  Norway  a 
maudgar  (or  "  fence  of  men  **),  extending  them* 
selves  over  a  tract  of  many  miles ;  and  closing 
gradually,  thus  drive  every  beast  before  them  to 
the  borders  of  some  extensive  lake,  where  they 
are  slaughtered  in  heaps;  the  hares,  wolves, 
goubes  (lynxes),  foxes,  &c*  being  despatched 
wilh  cudgels,  or  trampled  under  foot,  wbikt 
the  sturdy  bear  is  shot  with  the  rifle.  Of  course 
this  kind  of  hunt  is  generally  a  scene  of  much 
confusion,  unless  conducted  by  experienced 
generals,  and  even  then  is  attended  with  frequent 
accidents.     Indeed  I  could  recount  a  melan- 
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eholyaiid  fatal  instance  of  the  daHger.t  of  ,&bi 
exercisei  in  which  an  Engli&bmaB.waa  Akpnof^ 
cipal  ^ctoTj  Imt  forbear  to  do  €a 

There  is  another  more  ay^roved  ttod^  «( 
hunting  the  bear^  that  affords  infinitely  goeat^ 
ex^ment  and  pleasure*  The  hunter  sets  :fordb^ 
idone,  attended  by  a  brace  of  cock-tailed,  ^arp«> 
nosed,  long-haii:ed,  tawny-coloured  dogs,  ne^ 
much  bigger  than  terriers,  with  which  he.b<^y 
Qpters  the  shadiest  forest.  He  carries  with  hm 
some  {MTovisions  and  a  flask  of  brandy>  and 
ought  to  wear  a  small  compass  su^nd^  irom 
his  neck ;  and  thus  he  may  proceed  with  fearless 
confidence  and  buoyant  spirits.  His  dogs  draw 
the  covers  on  either  side ;  and  when  they  have 
chanced  on  the  lurking-place  of  a  bear,  set  uap^ 
^  continued  yelping,  that  informs  the  sportsman 
of  their  success.  The  bear  commonly  makes  off 
at  a  slashing  gallop,  but  the  nimble  dogs  are 
soon  at  her  heels,  which  they  annoy  to  die 
utmost  of  their  capacities,  barking  all  the  time 
in  the  excess  of  delight  and  ei^ult&tion*     Tiie 
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beaf ,  not  liking  this  proceeding,  8oon  makes  a 
stop>  and  endeavoors  to  seize  one  of  her  pur- 
suers ;  but  they  are  too  active  for  her  intentions^ 
and  hunry  round  and  round  her,  the  hair  bristling 
on  their  backs,  and  their  tdls  cocked  still  more 
stiffly,  end  frequently  tumbling  over  each  other 
in  their  haste  to  get  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
paws  of  then  formidable  enemy«  Finding  she 
e^not  succeed  in  catching  them,  the  bear  sits 
fbwn  on  her  haunches,  and  facing  about,  fights 
with  her  paws,  coi^inually  presenting  her  front 
ta  the  foe.  She  is  detained  in  this  position  till 
die  hunter  comes  up,  and  has  time  to  take  aim 
wkh  his  fatal  rifle*  If  he  fail  to  kill  or  disable 
\ietf  he  must  look  to  himself,  for  she  generally 
i^ak^  directly  towards  him,  and  he  must  con^ 
tme  to  rdoad  as  he  runs ;  but  in  this  emergency 
lie  is  never  deserted  by  his  faithfbl  dogs,  whidh 
continue  to  annoy  the  heels  of  the  bear,  and 
greatly  impede  her  pursuit, 

I  may  mention  an  instance  of  the  sagacity  of 
diis  animal,  which  was  told  me  by  the  person  to 
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whom  tlie  anecdote  relates.  A  v^n  del  offli5^ 
morning  to  shoot  the  Trader,  or  Tjot  (doA^b^ 
the  woods)— which  is  effected  in  tfcis  wfcef^  ^^ 
The  bird  is  so  extremely  shy  that  he  may  j4ii*I# 
be  met  with  except  in  the  pairing  seasoh>  wh^ 
he  every  morning  renews  his  song  to  the  lady  6^ 
his  love«  He  usually  commences  just  befiM 
sunrise,  b^inning  in  a  loud  strain,  whi^ 
gradually  sinks  into  a  low  key,  untrl  he  i»  qttfle 
entranced  with  his  own  melo<fy ;  he  then  dik>^d 
his  wings  to  the  earth,  and  runs  to  the  d»tanM 
oi  several  feet,  calling  "  cluck !  clock !  duck  I  ^ 
•^-during  which  time  he  is  said  to  be  incapabte 
of  seeing  (so  wrapt  up  is  he  in  his  own  contemn 
idationd),  and  may  be  caught  even  with  the  hi^ 
— ^by  those  that  are  near  enottgh.  As  th^  St 
lasts  mily  a  few  moments,  the  sportsman  mmi\ 
if  unready,  wait  for  the  next  occasion,  for  should 
he  advance  a  step  except  when  the  bhrd  is  Avfl 
insensible,  he  will  certainly  be  overheard,  aitd 
the  victim  escape. 
Well !  the  man  I  began  to  speak  of,  b^inf 
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§f^r)y  ofif  p^Qtfig  in  pursuit  of  this  bird,  heard 
|)is  foi>g  at  a. short  distance;  and  as  soon  as  the 
cluo^^b^  commenced,  of  course  advanced  as 
l^^y  as  he  CQiddy  and  then  remained  motioQ- 
\^  till  tb«se  parUcular  notes  again  sounded. 
Jit  ^|P^. quite  dusk;  the  sun  not  having  yet  risen; 
j^'ihe  .6ong  seemed  to  come  from  the  centre  of 
IKQ^^i^^  space  in  the  forest,  from  which  the 
§{i^ts9i^  was  just  emerging.  He  could  not 
pee  Jp^nj  yards  before  him,  and  only  followed 
^^^l^fction  of  the  sound.  It  so  happened  that 
iroi|>  another  point,  but  at  no  great  distance, 
abea^.  was  advancing  on.  the  tjader,  just  in  the 
Qimper  of,  and  with  the  same  steps,  as  the  man. 
Q?^  hunter,  whilst  standing  motionless,  though^ 
be  percetYcd  a  dark  object  to  one  side  of  bi», 
I^ttt  it  did  not  much  engage  his  attention,  and 
at  the  usual  note  he  moved  on  towards  Ab 
gfupei  but  was  surprised  to  see  that  the  Uack 
ckjeqy  ba4  also  advanced  in  an  equal  degree^ 
and  now  stood  on  a  line  with  him.  SttU  he  was 
«P><^9gj^  MWr  the  bird  that  he  could  think  of 
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nothing  else,  and  approached  olofie  to  liis.prjey 
before  he  perceived  that  a  large  bear  stood 
within  a  few  feet  of  him ;  and^  in  fact,  just  as  thdjr 
were  both  about  to  spring  on  the  birdi  they 
caught  sight  of  each  otheri  and  each  thought 
proper  to  slink  back.  After  having  retreatdd 
a  short  distance,  the  man  began  to  think  it  wcniid 
be  rather  inglorious  to  yield  the  prize-  without 
a  struggle ;  and  there  being  now  a  good  deal 
more  light,  he  returned  to  the  spot,  vh^i  4t 
appeared  that  the  bear  had  also  taken  die  same 
resolution,  and  was  actually  advancing  over  the 
open  space  I  have  mentioned,  growling,  and 
tearing  up  the  moss  with  her  feet— whidi,*  they 
say,  she  does  when  she  is  in  an  ill-humour,  and 
wants  to  work  herself  into  a  passion.  ThocCgh 
the  man  had  only  shot  in  his  gun,  he  fired 
without  hesitation,  and  immediately  took  to  hi^ 
heels  and  fled,  conceiving  the  bear  to  be  close  in 
his  rear,  and  ventured  not  to  pause  till  he  had 
gained  his  own  habitation.  Having  armed  bin* 
self  anew,  and  taken  a  companion  with  fans,  be 
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again  impaired  to  the  apot,  where  he  found  the 
bear-  \jmg  dead  on  the  ground,  some  of  the 
9hots  having  entered  her  heart. 
.  If  this  anecdote  be  true  (which  I  believe  it  to 
be))  it  exhibits  a  remarkable  instance  of  sagacity^ 
tbat  ihe  bear    should  advance  on  the  tjader 
e&aetly  in  the  method  of  a  human  hunter. 
.  The  bear  is  rather  a  formidable  enemy,  but  no 
on^  cares  a  straw  for  the  wolf,  whiclv  is  here 
very  timid  and  cowardly,  and  always  takes  to  its 
heels  at  sight  of  a  man ;   indeed  the  peasants 
think  a  little  child  quite  sufficient  guard  for 
dieir  cattle,  which  are  sent  to  graze  on   the 
mountain  sides  or  in  the  valleys — the  wolf  seldom 
venturing  to  attack  them  when  so  watched ;   but 
I'beard  in  iihe  neighbourhood  of  Laurvig,  quite 
i»  the  south,  that  the  child  of  a  pilot,  whilst 
playing  carelessly  on  the  high,  road,  had  lately 
been  snapped  up  by  a  wolf  within  sight  of  its 
^pftrents'  cottage.     The  father  and  some  of  the 
neighbours  immediately  pursued,  but  succeeded 
in  recovering  only  a  fragment  of  the  clothes  of 
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the  poor  little  in&nt.  Such  mstances  are,  how*^ 
ever,  extremely  rare,  and  the  wolf  must  have 
been  severely  pressed  by  hungen 

The  wolf  always  flees  from  the  face  of  man; 
but  the  bear  slowly  pursues  her  course,  gitowlihg 
and  showing  her  teeth.  If,  however,  she  be  not 
very  hungry,  she  will  rarely  attack ;  and  a  man 
may  walk  qmetly  aside  without  danger  of  being 
pursued.  Every  one  knows  that  a  bear  is  a 
very  awkward  customer  at  a  close  skirmish. 
Two  men  happened  to  come  unexpectedly  on 
one  of  these  animals,  but  having  guns  in  their 
bands,  they  rather  rejoiced  at  the  occurrence. 
The  first  immediately  fired,  and  missed;  his 
friend  then  took  aim  with  better  success,  and 
having  severely  wounded  the  bear,  rushed  in 
upon  her,  intending  to  despatch  her  with  the 
butt  end  of  his  piece ;  but  the  bear  fenced  aitd 
warded  off  the  Uows  so  dexterously  with  her 
paws,  that  at  length  she  wrenched  the  gun  from 
the  hands  of  her  enemy,  who  saved  himself  only 
by  springing  to  one  side^  and  rolling  down,  a 
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Steep  basik.  The  bear  passed  on  to  the  next 
man>  who  not  having  succeeded  in  reloading  his 
piece,  was  fain  to  betake  himself  to  flight,  and 
would,  most  probably,  have  met  with  an  unplea- 
sant end,  had  not  the  poor  bear  been  too  s<^ely 
wounded  to  pursue  with  her  usual  vigour.  She 
was  at  last  despatched  with  the  assistance  of 
other  champions — and  her  paws  being  cooked, 
wer^  pronounced  very  delicate  by  connoisseurs. 
Except  the  paws,  the  flesh  of  a  bear  is  no  greater 
luxury  than  tlie  flesh  of  an  old  bull. 

It  is  in  the  district  of  the  Ringareedt  that  the 
following  anecdotes  ate  told  of  Charles  the 
Twelfth,  who,  in  the  year  1716,  invaded  Norway, 
and  penetrated  to  ChrisUania.  IJe  certainly  did 
not  go  much  fiirtlier,  and  probably  Ringareedt 
was  the  extent  of  his  advances.  Although  that 
piMTt  of  the  country  is  familiar  to  me,  I  did  not 
myself  gather  the  anecdotes  I  am  about  to  relate, 
whieh  were  collected  by  Mr.  Coleman,*  who 
learnt  them  on  the  spot 

*  See  the  Prelkce  to  tlik  Work. 
VOL.  !!•  a 
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When  Charles  had  fixed  his  tempomrj. head- 
quarters in  this  district^  some  of  his  officers  tppk 
up  their  abode  at  the  house  of  a  neighbouriog 
priest,  to  whom  they  behaved  very  unhandsomd^i 
— robbing  him  without  hesitation  of  whatever 
pleased  their  &ncy.  One  day,  at  dinner^  bq 
observed  each  of  his  unbidden  guests  to  pocl^et 
the  spoon  he  had  just  been  making  use  off 
without  appearing  to  notice  the  theft,  thepriept 
continued  to  offer  as  many  attentions,  to  thos^ 
who  deserved  so  few,  as  the  smalbess  of  his 
means  would  allow.  In  a  day  or  two  afterwaxda 
he  was  invited  to  dine  with  the  king ;  and  when 
the  meal  was  well-nigh  finished  he  took  up  his 
dpoon,  carefully  wiped  it,  and  deposited  it  in  his 
pocket  The  king  laughed  at  this  action,  an4 
desired  to  know  the  meaning  of  hia  condttot« 
"  Sire,"  replied  the  priest,  **  I  understood  such 
to  be  the  custom  of  Sweden;  I  learnt  it  frpn^ 
your  officers,  who  never  fail  to  d)serve  it  at  mjr 
table."  Whether  Charles  was  honest  enough 
to  cause  his  officers  to  make  restitutionj  «ft^ 
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this  tebuke^  is  more  than  I  can  tell.  He  was, 
however^  a  stern  disciplinarian^  and  his  policy 
sometimes  enforced  what  his  generosity* had 
Med  to  suggest. 

The  same  monarchy  when  lodging  with  another 
priest,  complained,  that  whenever  he  descended 
the  narrow  stairs,  he  was  greatly  incommoded 
bjr  thfe  long  spurs  which  were  attached  to  his 
jack-boots:  he  was  answered,  that  ''the  stairs 
ulcere  not  made  for  a  king,  but  as  his  fortunes 
showed  that  he  could  adapt  himself  to  all  circum- 
stances, he  ought  to  go  down  backwards  when- 
ever he  wished  to  descend." 

Charles  being  greatly  distressed  for- provisions, 
and  threatened  by  a  Danish  fleet  and  army, 
wMch  were  fast  approaching  to  oppose  him, 
determined  to  return  to  his  own  kingdom  without 
having  accomplished  any  thing  of  importance. 
H^  had  advanced  far  into  his  enemy's  country, 
n^thout  having  subjugated  any  part  of  it.  One 
day,  hungry  and  fatigued,  he  entered  with  his 
attendants  the  cottage  of  a  poor  peasant,  and 
q2 
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requQ$t9d  tha  good-wife  to  furnish  him  with  ja. 
little  refreshment.  She  had  nothii^  to,  qfifer, 
but  some  oatmeal  porridge>  which  was.  then 
being  boiled  on  the  fire;  this  she  poured  into  a 
bowl  for  the  accommodation  of  her  guest,  who 
instantly  dipping  in  his  spoon,  fell  lustily  lo 
work,  but  unfortunately,  owing  to  his  impatience 
and  precipitation,  scalded  his  mouth  to  a  vevy 
painful  degree.  "A  just  punishmcaat!"  crio^ 
the  king;  '/had  I  begun  cautiously  wUh  .4ie 
borders,  I  should  not  have  encountered  dm 
rebuff." 

On  leaving  Honafossen,  I  proceeded  up  .the 
eastern  bank  of  the  Ranas  Fjord,  a  lake  <^  w^ 
great  extent,  but  trifling  beauty.  After  passing 
its  northern  extremity,  I  bent  my  stepa  toward 
the  West,  and  presently  arrived  at  the  ypper 
portion  of  Mojson  Fjord.*  J  was  now  m^ifijg 
iny  way  towards  the  Dovre  f jeld,  and  anticjp^t^d 

*  Fjord  signifies  properly  an  arm  of  the  8e%  that  rtMft  -so 
far  inland  as  to  assume  the  appearance  of  a  lake ;  but  the  ti^iii 
is  also  applied,  as  in  the  instances  above,  to  large  sheets  of 
vratar  that  have  no  connexion  with  the  tea. 
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Witb  pleasure  the  moment  when  I  should  first 
gain  a  view  of  Sneehattau. 

I  continued  to  plod  along  for  several  days, 
hot  a  little  disappointed  in  the  scenery,  which 
presented  only  a  series  of  mountains  covered  to 
the  very  summit  with  pine  trees,  through  which 
(Hicasionally  might  be  seen,  halF^buried  beneath 
(he  foliage,  the  white  line  of  a  waterfall,  dribbling 
Itsi  tneagre  stream  down  the  dark  and  narrow 
tfhannel.  One  evening,  I  reached  a  little  village 
baTlei  Viig,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Ladgen, 
and  in  the  midst  of  an  amphitheatre  of  moun^ 
tdins,  which  were  here  of  a  bolder  character, 
Und  overtopped  by  others,  more  distant,  capped 
%ith  eternal  snow.  Near  to  the  village,  and 
i^ose  beside  the  river,  I  found  a  rude  wooden 
dtbsd, — or  rather  a  post  with  a  triangular  piece 
of  wood  fixed  upon  it, — which  bore  an  epitaph 
or  inscription  to  the  memory  of  Colonel  Sinclair; 
The  story  of  this  unfortunate  gentleman  is 
'  already  well  known ;  but  perhaps  I  may  as  well 
here  briefly  repeat  it.    He  lived  and  perished 
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in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  ceptury^ 
and  was  engaged  by  that  renowned  hero^  Gusta- 
vus  Adolphusi  to  conduct  to  his  standard  a  body 
of  twelve  hundred  Scots,  with  whom,  in  conse- 
quence,  he  landed  on  the  western  coast  of 
Norway,  and  endeavoured  to  lead  across  the 
country  to  Sweden.  He  had  penetrated  thus 
fiur,  to  the  village  of  Viig,  in  ihe  southern  part 
of  the  Dovre  fjeld,  when  he  was  attacked  by  a 
body  of  peasants,  who,  posting  themselves  on 
the  sides  of  a  narrow  pass,  through  which  his 
party  was  defiling,  entirely  overwhelmed  them 
with  immense  stones  and  trunks  of  trees,  which 
ihey  hurled  down  from  above.  There  is  a 
tradition  among  the  people  of  this  region,  that 
Colonel  Sinclair  was  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  child;  and  I  have  ventured  to  weave  the 
interesting  fate  of  the  former  into  the  follo#itig 
tale : — 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

THE  PASS  OF  KRINOBLLEN, 

{A  Traditionary  Tale,) 

.  Oloff  Svensen  and  his  family  were  seated 
one  evening  around  the  bright^ wood  fire  of  his 
i^ojnmodious  cottage  in  the  vicinity  of  Viig*  His 
wife  was  busily  attending  to  the  comforts  of  a 
wk  Iamb,  which  lay  upon  the  hearth  breathing 
heavily ;  his  two  ruddy  sons,  lads  of  twelve  and 
fourteen,  were  engaged  discussing  their  usual 
meal  of  milk  and  bread,  and  his  daughter,  the 
interesting  Rona,  whilst  busied  with  her  spinning 
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wheel,  frequency  turned  her  resdess  ^iiWlP 
towards  the  dooi;  of  the  cottage,  Oloff  himaolf 
was  repairing  the  lock  of  his  heavy  gun.  Things 
bad  not  remained  long  in  this  state^  when  tl^ 
door  opened,  and  a  young  nan  in  the  dress,  of  a 
wealthy  peasant  hasUly  entered  the  room.  Olop* 
rose  to  greet  him.  "  What  news,  Halvor?"  be 
asked.  The  young  man  seated  himself  befide 
Rona,  and  then  made  answer, — "  Great  new^, 
Oloff.  I  have  seen  the  men  of  Lom  and  Les^oe^ 
The  scouts  have  returned.  The  daring  invaders 
are  already  close  at  hand;  most  probably  they 
will  spend  the  night  in  Vug,  turning  the  poor 
inhabitants  into  the  open  air,  and  taking  them- 
selves possession  of  their  beds  and  food.  Tis 
well  if  they  do  no  worse — it  is  said  that  in  m^ny 
places,  they  have  slaughtered  or  driven  off  the 
cattle  of  the  peasants,  slain  the  ownersj  and 
wronged  their  wives  and  daughters."  "  Bjy  tbe^ 
soul  of  my  grandfather !"  interrupted  the  old 
cottager,  **  they  shall  rue  it.  How  many  of  tlie 
4ogs  be  there?"    ^*  It  is  said  that  they  numb^yp. 
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rtkay  thousands,'**  continued  ttalvoir, '*^  t)ut  io 
day  is  their  last  of  triumph.  To-morrow  is  oiirs 
•*^a  day  of  retribution  and  justice.  The  men  of 
Lorn  and  of  Lessoe,  and  others  who  are  already 
6n  their  march,  will  await  them  in  the  pass  of 
A^ringellen.  Then  shall  the  hand  of  the  avenger 
be  red  with  the  blood  of  these  Gaels." 
'  The  night  set  in  with  a  storm ;  the  rain  poured 
down  incessantly;  and  the  wind  seemed  striving 
to  tear  the  roof  from  off  the  cottage.  The  party 
I  have  just  enumerated  had  finished  their  frugal 
supper,  when  the  door  of  the  cottage  was  sud- 
denly flung  open,  and  an  officer  and  several 
soldiers  advanced  toward  the  fire-place.  On 
their  entrance  the  inmates  sprang  to  their  feet, 
and  bloff's  gun  was  instantly  at  his  shoulder, 
but  llalvor  laid  his  hand  upon  it  and  whispered 
him  to  be  still — the  hour  not  being  yet  arrived. 
The  demeanour  of  the  officer  was  firiendly  as  he 

.  •  ,Tks  SnDt».  were,  it  most,  twelve  hundred  in  numto ;  hut 
the  peasants  of  the  present  day  declare  that  they  exceeded 
ti^  thousand,  who  were  aU  put  to  death  hy  fire  hnnfdrtfd 
Norwegian  heroes  I 
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^dre«8ed  himself  to  the  elder  peasant:  "  ^f 
^eek  to  do  ypu  no  injury,  my  friend,"  he  sai4» 
V  we  would  request  of  you  only  the  shelter,  of 
your  roof,  and  a  morsel  of  food.  We  are  weary ; 
we  have  walked  far  to-day,  and  are  also  drench^ 
to  the  skin."  Oloff  muttered  a  few  words  in 
reply,  but  whether  they  expressed  a  threat  or  fi 
welcome,  might  not  be  ascertained*  Halvor 
said  nothing,  but  retiring  to  one  side^  with  a 
stem  countenance,  made  way  for  the  uninvited 
guests  to  approach  the  fire.  The  officer  was  a 
man  of  gallant  appearance,  upwards  of  six  feet 
in  height,  apparently  of  the  middle  age^,  thoujgh 
his  hair  was  already  well  sprinkled  with  grey ; 
his  noble  countenance,  which  bore  the  atamp  of 
a  gentleman,  betokened  dignity  and  self-cotn- 
mand,  and  his  keen  eye  glanced  round  the  circle, 
seeming,  during  that  rapid  survey,  to  gainjta 
insight  into  the  heart  of  each.  The  docn:  wa^. 
again  opened,  and  a  second  party  entered;  iC^ 
consisted  of  two  women,  a  child,  and  several 
soldiers  and  servants  arnied  with  swords  and. 
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long  dh^s.  One  of  the  women  advanced  before 
iltie  rest  towards  the  officer ;  she  was  wrapped  in 
k  Scottish  Lowland  plaid^  and  wore  boots  made 
of  the  hide  of  the  deer ;  on  her  head  she  had 
the  blue  bonnet  of  her  country,  which  exhibited 
i  heron^s  feather,  and  was  now  secured  by  a 
handkerchief  that  passed  under  her  chin.  Her 
long  dark  hair,  uncurled,  hung  down  either  side 
of  her  face,  dripping  with  moisture,  and  indeed  all 
her  garments  seemed  to  be  thoroughly  saturated. 
Rer  age  might  have  been  eight  and  twenty,  or 
thirty,  but  her  features,  though  regular  and 
beauti&l,  bore  marks  of  great  fatigue  and  hard- 
ship, which  made  her  appear  older  perhaps  than 
she  really  was.  Her  eye,  untamed  by  difficulties, 
and  unsubdued  by  toil,  expressed  great  resolu- 
tion, and  dauntless  courage;  but  as  she  ap- 
proached her  husband,  it  softened  into  the  most 
beautiful  expression  of  tender  and  anxious 
affection.  He  met  her  with  an  embrace ;  ^'^  My 
poor  Margaret,"  he  said,  "  my  heart  bleeds  with 
anguish  to  see  you  in  this  miserable  condition. 
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W^ould  to,  God  I  hoi  farced  you  to  remain /at 
boBiey^tbwgh^  it  lirore  in  a  du,9igeo»i  ratlin  id^a^ 
ever  have  suffered  you  to  accompany  ua  iajl^ 
toUs<me  expe^doal"  *'Cea«e  to  uptofctd^^e, 
H/enry,"  answered  his  wife,  "  it  was  wy^  owia 
ddiherate  act,  and  I  do  not  repant  it^  I  am  aotfr 
a  Uttle  tiredit  but  fatigue  will  no<^  last  for jevk^i 
apd  probably  in  a  few  days  we  shall  join  ^ 
army  of  Gustavus.  If  not — what  ntfitter>? .  X  am 
biippy— I  am  with  you*  But  look  ajb  (Otlr  ji^ 
Flora;  does  not  she  bear  the  journey  weft-?^ 
Flora  vf as  scarcely  two  years  old,  aiid  wa& 
carried  in  the  arms  of  a  faithful  doHie9tie^;  the 
poor  little  thing  seamed  almost  drownedy  bat 
bore  up  stoutly,  and  shed  no  tea»,  tboiighvH 
looked  piteously  on  its  soaked  garm^tay  and 
stretched  out  its  frail  little  arm$  towards  e.il$ 
mother.  Bona,  the  pretty  peaaant  gMrl,viBM 
touched  with  compassion  at  beholdmg  tb^Ucf^opf? 
tuQate  plight  pf  the  lady  and  heCiChild,  i^id  urith 
ready  kindness  showed  th?m  into  another^rooftb 
a^bt^d  their  attendantj,  a  young  Scottish  (mmtf^ 
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girU  to  relieve  them  of  their  wet  clbthe^,  ^^ud 
provided  them  with  others  from  her  own  scanty 
witVdrobe. 

Between  the  frank  and  kind-hearted,  sentimentd 
of  sympathy  and  regard  are  soon  awakened; 
Th^^  lady  wa«  pleased  with  the  zealous  attentions 
ai^d  active  hospitality  of  the  young  Norwegiaii 
mfaad ;  whilst  she  was  equally  charmed  with  the 
tfWeet  tones  and  graceful  manners— such  as  the 
t^tic  Rona  had  never  before  witnessed — of  her 
fascinating  guest 

.  When  the  tiring  was  completed^  they  returned 
t«r  the  principal  apartment,  where  they  found 
(Moiiel  Sinclair  endeavouring  to  dry  himself 
hetote  the  fire,  and  at  the  same  time  ur^ng  his 
hctotess  to  expedite  the  reappearance  of  supper ; 
this  Bona  immediately  undertook,  and  the 
pftyty  congratulated  themselves  on  the  prospeict 
M  spending  a  tolerably  comfortable  night. 

*  Margaret  Sinclair  was  a  woman  of  exti^or- 
dihaVy  energy  of  character,  and  possessed  of  a 
m^itonitiiity  that  is  but  rarely  displayed,  but 
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winch  elevates  even  voman  nigh  to  the^v^'cif 
iuperior  beings.    She  had  married  a  siE>)^r  of 
fortune,  considerably  older   than   heifself, '  boi! 
whose  high  and  honourable  bearing,  uAsulMed 
as  the  purity  of  her  own  lofty  soul,  had  won  her 
entire  esteem  and  most  devoted  love.    After  tkey 
were  affianced.  Colonel  Sinclair,  whose  <^ief 
estate  lay  in  his  sword,  long  refrained  from  fiidiig 
die  time  of  marriage,  in  the  hope  that  hid  im>* 
proved  circumstances  would  one  day  place  him' 
nigher  on  a  level  with  her  to  whom  he  hoped  to 
be  united.     But  that  day  was  long  in  o6ining, 
and  Margaret,  piqued  by  his  reserve,  or  j^rhi^ 
with  the  wish  to  ascertain  truly  the  state  of  bid 
affections,  altered    her    conduct  towards    lami 
treated  him  with  evident  slight,  and  bestowed  some! 
smiles  on  the  laird  of  AUanblair,  who  had  long 
loved  her  with  an  entire  devotion.    T^eeolonel' 
was  driven  to  despair,  and  thinking  that  he  had> 
for  ever  lost  the  heart  of  his  mistress,  resolved, 
to  quit  his  country,  and  leave  the  field  perfeetly 
open  to  his  happier  rival.     Filled  with  these 
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tiiotigbts^  he  calted  upon  that  person'  <me  ^f^ 
and' thus  addre^ed  him:-^^^  Allanblairl   yoa 

Umw  that  Margaret  L is  dearer  to  me  tbiul 

1{£^  and  that  we  have  long  been  affianced  to  each 
other— ^  dear  as  she  is  to  me^  her  happiness  is 
siitt'deareri  and  to  promote  that^  I  will  fireely 
Sacrifice  my  own.  Hear  me  to  an  end — ahe 
lo¥^  not  mej  and'  the  contract  between  us  is 
dissolved.'  Her  lips  shall  never  utter  what  her 
heart  refiises  to  sanction ;  and  though  the  high 
sentiments  of  honour  which  ever  direct  her^ 
would  keep  her  true  to  her  engagements — she  is 
fi?ee.  ToHEDorrow  I  set  forth  for  the  Low  Coun* 
tms,  and  will  beat  down  those  ambitious 
thoughts  which  have  made  me  soar  too  loftily* 
Farewell !  we  may  not  be  friends^  but  I  shall 
never  be  the  foe  of  him  who  bears  the  love  of 

Margaret  L .    I  pray  you,  give  her  this 

letter— I  will  see  her  no  more."  His  rival,  who 
guessed  mbre  truly  the  feelings  of  their  mistress, 
generously  strove  to  combat  his  resolve,  but 
finding  him  obstinate,  succeeded  only  in  obtaining 
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ft  pto&&Be  ta  td^t  him  agiin  at  die  ehS'fk 
twenty-four  hours.  In  the  interim^  the'ycKkh^ 
kdid  preBen^d  himself  before  Margdr^  $  ilrith 
infinite  generosi^  acquainted  her  wi&  $Al  OM 
bad  taken  place ;  and  concluded  by  ofibring  ttit 
letter  which  had  been  entrusted  to  his  care,  ^hfc 
tears  fell  plentifully  from  the  eyes  of  MtU^rM 
as  she  perused  it;  she  was  strudk  with  tii^ 
magnanimous  conduct  of  AUanblair^  and  feaffiS 
of  giving  additional  pangs  to  the  anguish  sh^ 
knew  he  must  feel^  she  hesitated  a  few  mom^ts 
brfore  she  returned  an  answer.  It  was  in  tliese 
DTords— "  My  noble  friend— for  friend,  ihdeeft 
you  are,  and  I  look  upon  you  with  the  sincere 
feelings  of  a  sister — ^if  Henry  Sinclair  and  I  Mm 
to  be  as  nothing  to  each  other,  I  must  uneqiii* 
voodly  declare  that  none  else  can  ever  \H5 
to  me  more  than  friend.  Forgive  me,  I 
cannot  speak  more  at  present.  Farewell  f^ 
— To  cut  short  the  story,  in  a  week  ^  v^ilff 
united  to  the  man  of  her  heart ;  and '  Att 
laird   of  AUanblair   took    the    place   of  fh^ 
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iatte  in  his  intended  expedition  to  the  Low 
Qoimtries. 

Mai^ret  Sinclair  was  formed  to  cbeer  &t  te 
ftpo^hej — to  rouse  with  her  ardour^  to  calm,  with 
tier  wisdom.  Her  discrimination  was  as  just 
ax  her  notions  of  duty  were  high ;  and  few", 
among  mortal  and  fallible  beings^  were  so 
seldom  betrayed  into  error.  Wherever  she 
W4S  known  she  was  beloved,  admired,  and 
referenced. 

*  When  ber  husband  entered  into  the  service 
of  Gkiatavus  Adolphus,  ^nd  agreed  to  join  the 
standard  of  that  warrior  with  as  many  men  as  he 
CQuId  engage  to  accompany  him, — no  arguments 
might  persuade  Margaret  to  remain  behind; 
♦*I  am  the  wife  of  a  soldier,"  she  said,  "and  a 
BjMi^ts  fortune  shall  be  mine.  Will  the  diffi^ 
oultiea  or  the  dangers  of  passing  through  Norway 
be  increased  by  my  presence  i  If  not,  why  do 
you  supfKxe  I  shall  be  unable  to  bear  that  which 
yqu  voluntarily  seek?  Our  fortunes  are  one—* 
what  ipreater  evil  can  befal  us   than  to  Uv# 
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aaonder,  or  to  live  alone  ?  If  we  ^  ^gt^r, 
we  lose,  or  we  endure,  but  little ;  but  sii^y-*- 
ob !  wbich  would  be  the  survivor  ?  Deatb  iiay 
overpower  you,  but  be  shall  not  make  .me  Im 
captive  to  grace  his  triumph.  H^nry)  I  laK 
not  mourn.you." 

Margaret  and  her  servant  were  eacU  provided 
with  a  little  rough  pony,  which  carried  <tll«m 
some  distance;  but  one  of  these  animals > 'hild 
the  misfortune  to  sprain  its  shoulder  whilst 
travelling  through  a  rocky  and  slippery  pass; 
and  the  other,  not  long  afterwards,  also  &A 
lame.  It  became  necessary,  therefore,  to  abanr 
don  them  both,  and  being  able  to  procure  M 
others  in  their  stead,  they  were,  during  several 
days,  under  the  necessity  of  walking  in  the  reltr 
of  the  little  army,  where  they  endured  every 
hardship,  privation,  and  fatigue  that  may  b^ 
supposed  to  be  attendant  on  a  laborious  BOArcjh 
through  a  rugged  and  barren  country. 

Most  of  the  Scots  bivouacked  in  the  flpM 
ftir,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  cottage  of  Oloffi  whilst 
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AkWyitsoi^  tcfMasite,  obtaih«d  a  night'd  shelter 
lit  the  msigbb'onring  dwellings. 
'  *  During  the  erening,  the  Scottish  lady  asked 
many  qneAions  t)f  Rona  Syensen^  in  a  language 
half  Gaelic  and  half  Norwegian^  concerning  her 
mode  of  life^  and  future  prospects,  and  seemed 
to  take  a  lively  Interest  in  her  fortunes;  whilst 
Colonel  Sinclair^  at  the  same  time^  interrogated 
their  host  and  Halvor  as  to  the  state  of  the 
toads,  the  disposition  of  the  peasantry,  and  the 
diitances  between  the  several  towns  included  iit 
fak  intended  route.  There  was  so  much  of 
military  frankness  in  his  manner,  and  of  that 
fcaiiess  confidence  which  noble  spirits  disclose 
ifi  their  intercourse  with  one  another,  that 
Halvor  could  not  refrain  from  entertaining  the 
deepest  sentiments  of  respect;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  wad  not  a  little  affected  to  think,  that 
Within  a  few  hours,  he  should  himself  be  instru- 
mental in  depriving  of  life  one  whom,  as  an 
iftdlvidoal,  he  would  rejoice  to  preserve.  He 
felt  certain  that  the  enormities  which  were  said 
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16  have  attended  the  route  of  the  8cot8,(.fra9l 
have  been  committed  widiout  the  k&oyAeAgPf  of 
their  commander,  and  that  his  life,  therefove^ 
at  an  J  rate,  ought  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  a  blind 
Spirit  of  revenge. 

As  the  party  separated  for  the  nighty  Rpna 
whispered  her  commands  to  Halvor,  that.  h0 
should  meet  her  at  a  certain  spot  at  a  ^ry  earfy 
hour  in  the  morning. 

'  The  short  night  passed  quiekly  ovepf  s^d 
before  the  sun  had  quite  appeared  above  th^ 
ho^iton,  Halvor  arrived  at  the  plaoe  appoi^tedi 
Kior  was  he  long  alone— for  very  sooa  aflerwar44 
the  dark  figure  of  a  woman  injght  be  s^ii 
stealing  in  the  same  dii^cUon.  ^'  Halvor  !'*^.^aj4 
Rona,  as  the  youth  hastened  to  ber  sid^ 
^'  I  aiia  glad  to  find  you  here,  for  I  would  -  speak 
with  you  on  a  matter  of  life  and  dea|tb.-TQJ 
Hiilvor,  if  you  really  love  me  as  you  have  §^€t^ 
said,  save  the  life  of  this  noble  andrb^u^lul 
litdy  !  Dear  Halvor,  in  you  I  trust  ;--ryou«M^ 
Mi  me>  and  save  hen"    ''My  de^F^$t  %>A{C 
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Mtmty6A  ber  companion,  '^Gad  knows  how 
^ta^  I  would  do  what  you  ask,  €ven  if  you 
had  not  made  the  request*  But»  eoosbtently 
with  honour^  how  can  I  ?  It  is  impossible  that 
either  of  us  should  betray  our  knowledge  of  the 
iiftended  attack,  and  without  doing  so,  it  is 
impossible  that  they  should  escape  it,  I  pity 
the  lady ;  and  the  leader  is  a  fine  noble  fellow^ 
whom  I  would  gladly  save  from  his  fate;  but, 
fliffs,  Rona!  I  have  only  the  will  without  the 
power. '^  Rona  remained  some  time  musing* 
Honour,  and  that  passionate  attachment  to  bei^ 
country,  which  seems  to  be  felt  most  warmly 
by  the  inhabitants  of  mountainous  regions^ 
forbade  her  to  disclose  the  fact  of  the  intended 
ambuscade,  and  she  knew  not  how  else  to  difed 
her  benevolent  design.  At  length ,  it  was 
ari^anged  that  Halvor  should  accompany  the 
Scots  into  the  pass,  attach  himself  to  the  side  rf 
Margaret  Sinclair,  and,  at  the  moment  of  attack, 
bfideavour  to  withdraw  her  from  the  conflicti 
aiKl  cdntey  her  back  in  safety  to  Oloflfs  cottage* 
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This  plAA  was.  undoubtedly  fraught.iotk  nxaoii 
dai^er  to  Halvor ;  but  the  genercoiA  Bona  .waar 
willing  to  risk  the  life  of  her  lover,  and  he  wal 
equally  ready  to  encounter  the  hazard>  .wfaibt 
engaged  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  And  now 
they  both  returned  to  the  cottage,  where  prepa*- 
rations  were  already  being  made  for  bceak&st 
and  departure.  * 

*'  Farewell !  my  sweet  maiden/'  said  d^ 
Scottish  lady,  when  the  advanced  guard  had 
moved  some  distance  onward,  and  the  mmti 
body  was  now  also  in  motion,  *'  I  shall  often 
think  of  you  when  far  away ;  and  trust  that  in 
this  peaceful  solitude  you  enjoy  a  happiness 
which  is  but  rarely  known  to  camps  or  cities.** 
The  new  friends  embraced,  and  Rona  could  not 
refrain  from  shedding  tears.  ^^  Halvor^"  slidi 
said,  "  will  see  you  safely  through  the  pass,"— 
and  then  they  parted. 

In  vain  did  Margaret  Sipclaii  inform  die 
young  Norwegian  who  accompanied  her,  that 
sbe^  would  no  longer  detain  him,  as  she  waa* 
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dose  Ja  the  rear  of  her  friendfl^  and  was  attended 
bj^her  woraan^  and  Ronald  Dane,  who  carried 
the  Httle  Flora,  and  had  therefore  no  need  of 
fab  services ;  he  replied  only,  that  '^  Rona  had 
commanded;*'  and  continued  to  walk  by  her 
»de  in  profound  silence. 
*  The  march  of  the  Scots  was  along  the  banks 
of  the  river  Laiigen,  through  a  vast  amphitheatre 
of  moontains,  the  escape  from  which  was  through 
a -long  and  narrow  defile  or  pass,  at  whose  mouth 
the  advanced  guard  was  already  arrived. 

Colonel  Sinclair  kept  his  men  in  good  order, 
hut  having  no  suspicion  of  the  intended  treachery, 
they  entered  with  confidence  the  fatal  ravine. 

It  was  a  beautiful  morning :  the  snow  on  the 
mountains  sparkled  in  the  sun — the  rapid  stream, 
throwing  off  the  shadow  which  for  a  time  had 
obscured  its  depths,  again  looked  joyous  and 
transparent — and  the  fresh  and  bracing  air 
biK)ught  cheerfulness  to  every  spirit.  Many  a 
witty  jest  was  spoken  by  the  careless  soldier  f 
many  a  gay  laugh  rose  from  amid  the  moving 
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mass.  Who  among  them  all  gare  one  Aoogfal 
to  death?  Who  for  a  moment  dreamt  that  his' 
earthly  career  was  now  brought  to  its  dose? 

How  often  are  we  made  aware  of  iht  appal- 
ling truth,  by  beholding  our  dearest  friends  the 
victims,  that  "  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in 
death !"  And  yet  how  difficult  is  it  to  convince 
the  heart  that  it  must  likewise  die !  Our  present 
existence  has  so  entirely  absorbed  our  thoughts 
and  faculties,  that  unless  in  some  degree  pre- 
pared by  the  gradual  sinking  of  nature,  wfe  can 
scarcely  assure  ourselves  that  we  are 'about  to 
undergo  a  change.  It  is  a  fearful  thought,  to 
imagine  a  man  wandering  at  will  amid  the  inspi- 
riting varieties  of  nature,  his  heart  expanding 
with  joyous  emotions,  and  the  few  transporting 
pleasures  of  present  existence  at  that  moment 
sweeping  in  full  volume  over  his  soul.  But 
behold !  whilst  he  thus  gaily  moves  along,  ftH 
of  life,  and  vivacity,  and  vigour,  the  canopy  of 
clouds  is  for  an  instant  put  aside ;  th6  tierriUe 
arm  of  the  destroyer  i$  stretched  forth ;  glitter 
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in  the  sky-  tbe  V€si8tlc88  and  far-pmcing  f«rord«— ^ 
O  i  $pare,  spare ! — grant  lum  one  moment's 
warning !  —but  no — he  is  struck.  Where  now 
is  his  gaiety,  his  youthfulness,  his  beau^  ?  his 
h^b^soaringy  his  rejoicing  spirit  ?  .  •  •  His 
beautiful  structure  is  now  loathsome  clay — his 
Umlling  animation  was  quenched  in  a  moment ; 
bis  unfettered  thoughts  were  arrested  in  their 
loCHest  flight ;.  and  his  immortal  souU  inter* 
rupted  in  the  midst  of  its  joyous  contemplations, 
was  hurled  in  an  instant  from  earth  to  eternity, 
to  await  in  fearful  expectation  the  judgment  of 
the  most  Just ! 

Scarcely,  perchance,  prepared  to  die — ^for  all 
unthougbtful  of  death  —  the  Scottish  soldiers 
entered  the  fatal  pass.  The  air  was  still — no 
wind  shook  the  heavens,  bidding  the  wild  clouds 
C^rfer  through  the  pathless  void ;  no  lightning 
bathed,  no  thunder  rolled  over  head,  to  warlti 
mankind  that  Death  rode  nigh.  Who  would 
bm^.  guessed  that  so  many  souls  were  yXtt 
fbput   to    quit   for    ever   this    mortal    scen^? 

VOL.  II.  H 
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WUo  woul/d  have  belieted  that  so  sbort  a-atep 
would  tran^KMTtus  from  life  to  immortaUty  i — 
How  sudden  the  transition !  How  terrible  the 
change  I 

The  vanguard  of  the  ScotSi  wedged  togel^r 
in  the  narrow  defile  betwixt  the  river  and  the 
precipitous  rocks,  marphed  along  cairdeaa  and 
joyous ;  some  laughed,  some  blasphemed  ^  the 
ruggedness  of  the  path,  and  some  lold  advep* 
turotts  stories  to  comrades  who  applauded  wKh'* 
out  believing.  Onward  they  went,  a  goodly 
group  of  breathing  men>  full  of  spirit,  and  vlgotnr> 
and  life  •  •  •  Hark !  a  crash !  a  roar-^  wy^l- 
wind  of  stones  and  rocks,  and  hige  trunks  of 
trees — and  high  above  all  other  soundsi  ^e 
savage  yell  of  ipan,  thirsting  for  the  Uood  of 
his  brother! 

Where  now  are  these  free  and  noble  siMjrits, 
these  fair  and  goodly  forms  ?  Some  have  bc^ 
swept  into  the  torrent,  s<nne  lie  csruahe^^  Vik^ 
kindred  worms  on  the  blood-s^auied  earth* 
Limbs  are  broken  or  shorn  from  the  bodj^r-- 
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'dfttrftilt  expredsed^and  the  whole  frame  snunhed 
mta  tfUdiBtitigubhable  f\An !  Some >  borne  back- 
mt6,  bjTi^gbti  trample  down  their  own  friends 
beneath  their  feet ;  some  maintain  a  deaperate 
Utroggle  with  their  exulting  foesi  who  in  great 
nuitibers  come  leaping  and  shouting  down  the 
««eep  ride&  oi  the  pass* 

As  soon  as  Margaret  Stnelair  and  her  com- 
panions had  enteied  this  defile^  the  friendly 
Halvor  made  a  pause,  and  in  a  hesitating  tone 
urged  the  lady  to  return.  Very  muoh  surprised 
•ai  ^be  request,  she  asked  him  what  he  meant  ? 
bttt  be  ody  repeated  what  he  had  said  with 
'  increased  earnestoess.  Just  then  the  attack 
iftomflneticed :  as  soon  as*  Margaret  heard  the 
tumuk,  she  pressed  forwardi  screaimog  **  Sin- 
clair! Sinclair! — treachery!  treachery!"  Alas! 
the  warning  came  too  late.  Borne  down  in 
«very  direction  by  showers  of  huge  missiks, 
the  Scots  knew  net  where  to  turn,  nor  how  to 
d^nd  themselTes*  Halvor,  the  gallant  and 
generous  Halfor,  fiiithful  to  his  charge,  rushed 
h3 
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to  the  side  of  the  uofortuoate  lady,  and  strove 
to  bear  her  in  his  arms  from  the  dreadfitl*  aces^^ 
Despair,  and  rage,  and  terror  were  stroggiing  in 
the  breast  of  the  ill-fated  Margaret — "  ViUaii^ 
slavei  wretched  traitor!  loose  me!"  she  ccied, 
hoarse  vrith  contending  emotions — but  HaWor« 
regardless  of  her  struggles,  continued  to  bear 
her  off;  which,  Ronald  Dane  perceiving,  he  set 
down  the  terrified  Flora,  drew  his  blade,  and 
made  after  die  well-meaning  ravisher.  But  Im 
interference  was  needless,  for  Margaret,  so6n 
recollecting  herself,  drew  a  concealed  dagger, 
from  her  vest,  and  in  the  next  instant  phinged 
it  deep  into  the  body  of  Halvor;  both  idime- 
diately  fell  to  the  ground,  whilst  the  life-Uood 
of  the  young  Norwegian  ensanguined  the  gar- 
ments of  her  who  had  slain  him.  "  O  Rona !  ^ 
he  gasped,  "  for  you — you — I  die."  Farewell, 
good  spirit ! — thou  hast  passed. 

Her  attendants,  seeing  the  Scots  begin  to  flee, 
urged  Margaret  to  attempt  to  esci^^e  by  the.  way 
they  had  entered ;  but  she  miEule  no  reply  except 
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to  ot^er  Ronold  to  conduct  little  Flora  and  her 
attendant  to  the  cottage  in  which  tliey  had  spent 
the  previoQS  nighty  and  entreat  the  protection  of 
the  peasant's  daughter.  Then^  without  waiting 
fiur  an  answer,  she  sped  herself  up  the  pass  to 
#eek  her  husband. 

.  The  struggle  now  was  hand  to  hand.  The  Nor- 
VQSgians  in  sereral  places  had  rushed  down  upon 
the  intaders^  dividing  them  into  separate  parties, 
wUcb  they  attacked  at  once  with  desperate 
Yalour.  The  Scots  were  so  completely  taken 
by  surprise,  and  so  irretrievably  thrown'  into 
confiision,  that  no  efforts  of  their  commander 
might  rally  their  courage  or  restore  them  to 
order.  Finding  this  to  be  impracticable,  he 
gtJtbfired  about  him  a  few  calm  veteran  spirits, 
whose  familiarity  with  danger  enabled  them  to 
retain  their  self-possession  at  this  trying  juncture. 
Well  seconded  by  this  gallant  band,  the  brave 

Cdond  cut  his  way  through  a  mass  of  enemies, 
and-  pushed  on  as  fast  as  he  could  towards  the 
moulli  of  the  ctefile  by  which  they  had  entered. 
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It  wiM  mt  longiKfoie  hie  aiet'Us  wife^  hastteiting 
tMvarJb  Amik  Wkat  hitter  fovcboAngs  shot 
thmif^  the  heart  ei  eadt,  as  they  ^rerc  chepdl 
far  a  moment  in^  perhaps,  their  last  waimami 
The  flight  was  then  continued,  until  they  beheld 
a  large  body  of  fresh  assailants,  the  itiktbiMits 
of  die  villages  of  Brandwold  and  Broden^  rosh 
into,  and  dose  up  the  entrance  of  llie  pass. 
Eseqse  was  now  debarred,  hope  was  >es:tniolt, 
and  nothing  remamed  but  to  diefike  Scots- 
men. 

The  lady  was  placed  in  tte*  midst  ct  ibk 
deroted  band,  who,  taking  up  their  position 
against  a  roek>  defended  diemsdves  with  Ihe 
most  obstinate  resolution.  Colonel  Si»^h> 
demanded  in  vain  to  be  admitted  to' qoarteif; 
he  was  answered  only  by  a  shout  of  Mifttge 
triumph,  and  an  attadc  of  increased 'fiercerfess. 
One  by  one  his  men  drc^pped  down,  worn  okt 
as  mnoh  with  fatigue  as  overpowered  with  btows, 
whilst  at  every  loss,  the  enemy  became  ttttfte 
flnious. 
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JkaAmow  a  quaorreli,  fron  a  cttxthhow,  ukmck 
the  hig^Maiiided  aid  Hl*&Jted  Margaret  Sinclair 
ii>  tbe  breast,  and  she  sank  to  the  earth,  never  to 
rae  agua !  Her  husband  saw  her  fitdl-^prang 
ho  her  aide^-faielt  down  by  heri  and  beheld  that 
^^h  drew  from  him  an  irrepressible  ery  of 
anguish — and  then  be  leapt  among  his  enemies, 
jottd  With  desperation^  and  in  a  few  moments 
reoeiyed  his  death  wound !  Ncrerthelessi  even 
wkh  the  Sast  gasp  of  parting  life,  he  struggled 
to  reach  the  spot  where  lay  the  form  of  her  he 
had  BO  truly  loved ;  and  his  whdie  strength  was 
just  sufficfent  to  enable  hun  to  fail  prostrate 
oiier  her  lifeless  image*  His  spirit  fled  in  that 
«mbraee ;  and  the  next  blow  struck  only  the 
shrine  I  of  clay  that  lately  held  the  lofty  soul  of 
gmdWr. 

,     Need  we  dwell   further  on  the  slaughter? 

:l4et  iit  suffice  to  say,  that  out  of  twelve  hundred 

laen,.  who  a  few  hours, — ^nay,  a  few  minutes,-^ 

befere  had  been  wending  their  way  with  buoyant 

b^pes  and  fearless  confidence,  through  th^  fataji 
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ffiB»  of  KringeUeDi  only  sdztj  weve  oaw  9iiw ! 
and  these  all  shortly  feU  into  the  faaads  of  tbair 
enemies.  Poor  little  Flora  and  her  attenda^KlSy 
All  terrified  to  the  last  degree,  were  at  the  saflae 
time  also  made  prisoners  by  a  savage  host,  who 
dragged  them,  with  loud  shouts,  into  the  village 
of  Viig. 

The  day  of  triumph  and  of  vengeance  was 
over ;  exultation  subsided  into  ;sorrpw,  mid  the 
next  ^un  looked  down  upon  a  valley  (^mourners. 
The  deep  wail  of  men,  and  the  loud  shrid^s  /of 
women,  were  heard  far  along  this  dismal  region 
of  mountains;  the  wolves  fled  farther  into  the 
forest,  and  the  birds  of  prey,  sailing  high  ov^ 
head  in  wide  gyrations,  feared  to  descend  lx> 
their  banquet  of  human  flesh.  This  day  was 
spent  in  preparations  for  the  funeral  oi  the 
&llen. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  b^  of  the 
village  church  tolled  out  its  mournful  summona. 
In  due  course,  the  procession  was  formed ;  the 
prost^  or  priest,  walked  first  {  after  him,  those 
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'%rbd  h(fte  the  deftd;  then  came  the  women, 
neatly  attired  In  their  best  clothes,  and  having 
#?ti$r  usual  head-dress  of  a  white  kerchief,  tied 
under  the  chin,  and  falling  behind  down  to  the 
firhoulder;  and,  lastly,  the  men  in  their  holiday 
smits,  and,  for  the  most  part,  wearing  a  red 
woollen  cap  on  their  head.  A  crowd  of  adn^ir- 
htg  <^hildren  followed  the  procession  at  a  re- 
'q^^tfbl  distance. 

There  was  one  whose  grief  was  too  violent 
to  permit  her  being  present  at  the  melancholy 
spectacle — ^she  was  the  unhappy  Rona.  Almost 
^strai^d  with  despair,  she  knew  not  where  to 
turn  for  consolation  or  peace.  A  few  hours 
before,  a  gay  and  laughing  maiden,  existence 
offered  nothing  to  her  view,  but  pictures  of 
happiness  and  liope. '  How  sudden  the  change ! 
and  is  it  really  so  ?  And  is  he  really  gone  for 
«ver,  and  ever,  and  ever?  And  must  she  drag  out 
alone  a  whole,  long,  wearisome  life,  uncheered  by 
a  single  ray,  drinking  the  cup  of  bitterness  daily 
*o  the  dregs,  without  one  solitary  hope  to  rest 
H  3 


Digitized 


by  Google 


ui>Qii**HBtriekeo>  bUgbti4>  cm^d  ?  NeftrbeCite 
bMl  she  fdt  tlftaT  fiiU<46jsolatioa  of  gmU  ^^^^ 
before  had  -she  known  thai  >  intensi^  ^  woe 
which  mortal  beinga  ave  doooied  to  bear* 

Poor  Rona !  she  could  feel  pleasure^  no  more 
in  attendii^  on  her  flecks  or  in  wandering  by 
the  brink  of  the  rapid  ri¥er>  ^  in  busftog 
herself  ftbottt  the  sin^  oeeiipatioiifl  of  boaie^ 
Life  no  longer  possessed  a  single  charm^  aad 
she  was  utterly  desolate. 

SiKsh  are  the  effects  of  grief!  from  whioh^  el 
the  time,  we  imagine  we  shall  never  agaia-«iee 
up,  but  must  necessarily  pass  through  tbe^  wearjr- 
futmre  of  life  with  an  accunudating  4pfLd,.of 
misery.  Yet  such  is  the  elasticity  of  the^mindi 
and  so  totally  impossible  is  it  to  remw  alwayn 
under  the  influence  of  one  pasdon  oifc  fe^ng^ 
ihfit  in  a  few  years,  perhaps  in  a  few  montfiSt  # 
considerable  porlion  of  pristine  vigour  is  resteied 
to  our  spirits;  and*  again  we  behold  visioDeel 
cheering  Imghtness,  and  again  joyously  anlSGis* 
p^  tbefuture,  buikUing  up  schemes  ofhappinean^ 
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miAck  fenner  misfortanes  lurre  onljr  tended  to 
4it\$iy — ^and  ugain  we  encounter  Tuin,  and 
angtiifiiij  and  despair.  Sueh  is  the  business  ef 
life ! — sorrow  insensibly  dissolves  into  jey^  aiid 
joy  conducts  only  to  sorrow. 

However  wretched  poor  Rona  might  feel, 
there  might  yet  be  stored  for  her^  widiin  the 
woaob  of  tiaae,  a  year  of  consdation  and  happi- 


On  the  day  succeeding  the  ftineral,  a  general 
debate  was  held  among  the  inhabitants  of  Ae 
dhfrict  as  to  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  the 
prisoners.  Some  proposed  to  make  them  slaves^ 
and  employ  them  in  felling  timber  and  tendhig 
the- herds;  but  this  was  overruled^  lest  their 
Mberty  should  give  them  the  power  and  the 
uOKdinatioR  to  revenge.  Some  recommended 
dial' they  should  be  confined  for  life  in  a  lat^e 
bottSfr  to  be  devoted  to  that  purpose ;  but  this 
proposition  was  immediately  n^atived^  on 
aceMnt  of  the  continual  burden  and  expense 
that  would  attend  it   The  brains  of  a  Norwegian 
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are  not  very  fertUe  in  expedients^  aiid  no  on^ 
was  able  to  suggest  any  other  scheme.  A  moody 
sUfinoe  prevised  throughout  the  assembly^  no  one 
Uking  to  be  the  first  to  prc^se  the  alternative; 
but  at  length,  an  old  man,  with  a  pipe  In  bis 
mouthy  clambered  on  to  a  bench,  and  attract^ 
universal  attention*  He  remained  a  moment  in 
silence,  then  displacing  his  pipe,  observed,  In  k 
kind  of  soliloquy, — "  They  must  fie !  the  dogs^j 
r-^ey  must  die!"  and  immediately  reconmienced 
his  occupation  of  smoking. 

The  train  was  now  lighted ; — a  hundred  voiees 
shouted  at  once, — '^  Let  them  die^. — let '  (hem 
die!  Norway  for  ever!"  A  viote«t  agftat»on 
pervaded  the  whole  throng,  the  men  diouted, 
the  women  screamed,  every  one  strovef  to  lasK 
himself  into  fury,  that  be  might  be  better 
fitted  for  the  work  of  death.  Suddenly  there 
ijRBS  A  rush  toward  the  place  in  whieh^^the 
victin^i  were  confined;  the  docnr  was  tbiOwn 
open,  and  the  miserable  creatures  were  dragged 
fordi.    The  firenzy  of  the  people  was  ^at  its 
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bsigbif  and  the  kniie  of  eseh  vsooa  foand  a 
moirtal  sheath.^ 

Amid  the  shrieks  of  terror  and  despair  might 
be  heard  the  shrill  cries  of  woman;  and  the 
laithful  peasant  girl,  striving  to  the  last  to 
preaerye  little  Flora  from  the  blows  that  were 
famed  at  both,  sank  expiring  on  the  ground. 
The  child  was  now  in  the  grasp  of  a  ruthless 
inurderer,  who,  with  fierce  exultation  in  his 
Ipoka^  •  raised  bis  streaming  weapon  on  high, 
and  was  about  to  plunge  it  into  the  breast  of 
his  innocent  victim !  Just  then,  a  young  woman, 
in  whose  countenance  indignation,  and  pity, 
and  consuming  sorrow,  seemed  struggling  for 
the  mastery,  pressed  through  the  crowd,  arrested 
the  hand  of  the  assassin,  and  snatched  the  poor 
infant  to  her  bosom,  where  it  clung  affrighted, 
beseeching  protection. 

Rooa  returned  in  safety  to  her  home,  and 

^  ¥<m  Bttth  declares  that  sixty  persons,  all  that  survived  of 
the  twelve  hundred,  were  slaughtered  in  cold  blood,  to  save 
the  expense  of  maintaining  them.  I  have  not  Pontoppidan 
hy  mt$  and  cannot  say  whether  he  mentions  this  circumstance. 
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reaared  up  the  infant  she  had  rescued  with 
tenderest  affection,  and  it  grew  to  be  the  admi- 
mtion  of  the  whole  country.  It  was  commonly 
known  by  the  interesting  title  of  the  "  Orphan 
Stranger;"  but  of  its  future  fortunes,  I  have, 
to  my  infinite  regret,  been  able  to  learn  nothing ; 
whether  it  wedded  with  some  neighbouring 
peasant,  and  died  near  the  spot  on  which  it  was 
reared,  or  whether,  by  some  accident  of  fortune, 
it  ever  returned  to  its  mother-land,  I  am  scarcely 
able  even  to  conjecture. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


THE   DOVRE   FJELD. 


It  was  now  approaching  the  end  of  May, 
and  the  weather  was  excessively  sultry ;  in  fact, 
I  was  scarcely  able  to  move  along,  even  at  the 
most  moderate  pace;  and  yet,  as  I  toiled 
through  a  fine  valley,  I  was  surprised  to  observe 
that,  at  the  further  end  of  it,  the  snow  was  falling 
very  &st.  When  I  had  advanced  a  little  farther, 
I  turned  to  look  at  the  view  behind  me,  and 
perceived  that  a  heavy  shower  of  rain  was  swiftly 
pursuing  my  steps  up  the  valley.  Soon  the  two 
storms  united,  and  gave  me  a  thorough  wetting. 
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Before  the  summer  is  fully  set  in,  the  weather 
among  the  mountains  is  exceedingly  variable; 
one  day^  cold  as  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  the 
next,  oppressively  warm. 

I  fell  in  one  day  with  a  funeral  procession, 
and  though  my  superstitious  feelings  urged  me 
to  avoid  it,  I  found  myself,  from  the  nature  of 
the  road,  wholly  unable  to  do  so ;  I  therefore 
stood  still,  and  allowed  it  to  pass  by.  The 
coffin  was  painted  black,  and  borne  in  a  rude 
cart ;  the  mourners,  or  attendants,  walked  without 
order  or  regularity,  and  singing  a  hymn,  which 
was  rather  noisy  than  musical.  There  was  one 
man  on  horseback,  who  held  a  little  boy  before 
him ;  the  bridle  of  his  horse' was  bedizened  with 
small  shells,  which  in  that  part  of  the  country 
seem  to  be  considered  great  ornaments.  The 
procession  was  made  rather  picturesque  by  the 
.scarlet  caps  of  the  followers,  who  were  all  men ; 
the  women  stood  watching  them  at  the  door  of 
the  cottage  which  they  had  just  quitted.  Af 
they  approached,  I  addressed  my  features  to  a 
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vpqf  seutiiaeatal  cast,  but  soon  found  that  I  was 
quite  out  of  character^  as  every  one  engaged  qn 
this  melancholy  duty  wore  a  look  of  indifference, 
if  not  of  hilarity. 

I  was  now  fast  advancing  upon  Sneehattan, 
the  object  of  my  desires.  The  whole  surface  of 
^he  .country  was  covered  with  snow;  and  a 
parrow  track,  made  by  the  sledges  of  the  peasants, 
|d^ng  which  I  stumbled  and  floundered,  some- 
times up  to  the  knees,  and  sometimes  to  the 
jfpiddle,  was  the  only  road  that  led  to  the 
9)ountain. 

^  I  spent  the  night  at  Jerkin,  a  little  village 
situated  within  view  of  Sneehattan,  where  I  was 
more  comfortably  lodged  than  I  had  anticipated* 
It  was .  Saturday  evening,  and  the  Sabbath  had 
tl^^efore  begun;*  and  though  I  was  much 
pljeased  with  the  piety  manifested  by  the  peasants, 
yi^t.I  was  somewhat  disturbed  by  the  continual 

•  As  in  Germany,  and  other  continental  countries,  the 
Sabbath  eommences  at  six  on  Saturday  evening,  and  ends  at 
the  same  hour  qn  the  evening  following.  ^ 
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erMkiog  wltt^>  doring'  aerccal  hours,  they  kept 
iqp  in  tbe  room  beneaidi  that  ia  wfakh'  I  .urm 
expected  to  repose*  I  found,  on  the  follom^ 
morning,  that  it  was  used  as  a  chapel,  there  hemjg 
no  regular  )place  of  worship  wiAin  many  titiki. 

I  eontinued  to  advance  for  several  leagues^ 
though  with  great  diJBSculty,  as  I  had  to  drag 
myself  through  the  snow,  into  which  I  some* 
times  sank  to  a  considerable  depth;  the  sun  all 
the  time  scorching  me  with  his  excessive  hest^ 
and  being  reflected  from  the  white  sur&oe, 
almost  dazzled  me  to  blindness.  In  fine,  I  ^W9$ 
m  no  slight  degree  disappointed  with  the  £surv- 
fiimed  SneehattaUt  Its  appearance  is;  in  £i6^ 
exceedingly  insignificant;  and  though  it  pos** 
sesses  nothing  of  grandeur,  it  is  at  least  equalfy 
wanting  in  beauty.  All  the  sketches  th^t  I  have 
seen  of  it,  are  very  unjustifiable  exaggerations; 
and^  to  compose  a  picture,  the  artist  Ims  cditti&Mity 
taken  the  liberty  to  bring  objects  together,  whftdi 
in  fact  lie  many  miles  apart,  and  cannot  .by 
possibility  be  seen  at  a  single  view. 
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t^Sti^diAttaii  h  am^nuin  of  gvaAicil  «8eMt, 
intholit  any  broken  outline^  or  lofty  ttags,  oir 
panted  summits  searching  the  elonds^  to  gi^e  it 
tfaejefaacmt  of  variety  and  beauty. 

In  the  course  of  the  next  two  days  I  had  again 
ieft'dae  mwuitains^  and  the  regions  of  snow,  and 
desoended  to  the  cheerful  valley ;  I  had  been 
amjr  little  more  than  a  week,  but  how  gmtt  a 
dbai^e  had  taken  place  in  my  absence  ^  The 
ioees  had  put  cm  their  fresh  green  leaves,  the 
flowers  had  burst  forth  from  the  sod,  the  herbage 
hsA  acquired  a  livelier  hue,  and  Nature  ap- 
peared in  her  most  a^hanting  dress,  decked  in 
Ae  habiliments  of  Spring.  My  heart  was  lifted 
up  williin  me,  gay  and  joyous;  never  (I  presume 
f^rom^the  sudden  contrast)  had  this  season  pos^ 
sessed  for  Ine  so  many  charms ;  never  was  nature 
felt  to  be  so  very  beautifiil.  Every  tree  that  I 
^l^dittid  filled  me  with  pleasure ;  aAd  I  trode  the 
eaartfa,  and  inhaled  the  breeze  with  an  expamded 
^nse  of  delight,  that  by  others  may  scarcely  be 
recognised  or  understood.    Sorely,  I  said,  I  am 
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not  become  quite  hardened;  I  am  not  quite  dead 
to  simple  and  elegant  pleasures ;— ^I  am  yet 
susceptible  of  pare  and  unworldly  emotions; 
and  can  yet  respond  with  a  vibrating  heart  to  the 
poetry  of  Nature. 

Far  distant  be  the  day  when  the  beautiful 
things  of  die  earth  shall  cease  to  afiect  me^^ 
when  I  shall  come  to  look  on  creation  with  a 
cold  and  indifierent  eye !  When  that  day  arrives, 
the  best  and  purest  springs  of  the  heart  will  have 
ceased  to  flow. 

The  sun  now  blazed  out,  fiercely  hot;  my 
face  was  quite  scorched  by  the  continual  glare, 
my  lips  were  swollen,  and  my  ears  and  neck 
blistered.  I  observed  that  the  countenance  of 
every  man  and  woman  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Sneehattan  was  of  the  deepest  red,  or  lake 
cdour ;  which  I  conceive  must  be  attributed  to 
the  intense  heat  of  the  summer  sun,  reflected 
from  the  dazzling  surface  of  snow. 

It  is  impossible  that  any  one  who  has  observed 
with  common  attention   the  character  of  the 
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Nprweg^n  peasantry,  should  fail  to  be  struck 
lyit)!  their  universal  indolence  and  apathy.  Their 
couqtry    possesses    innumerable   rich    valleys, 
capable  of  the  highest  improvement,  and  the 
banks  of  the  lakes  are  exceedingly  fertile.     But 
the.  Qpirit  of  inactivity  and  idleness  pervades  the 
vtrhoje  region,  and  the  inhabitants  are  perfectly 
content  to  derive  from  their  farms  what  is  only 
just  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  necessities  of  nature; 
when  the  most  trifling  attention  to  cultivation 
would  reward  them  with  abundance,  and  even 
luxuries*    As  soon  as  one  plot  of  ground  is 
exhausted,  they  move  on  a  little  further,  and 
reduce  the  adjoining  soil  to  the  same  condition. 
Nothing  is  cultivated  in  their  gardens  save  a  few 
vegetables ;  although  the  priest  and  the  extensive 
landed  proprietor,  in  many  places,  have  intro^' 
duced  fruit  trees,  and  by  a  little  industry  have 
obtained  not  a  few  indulgences  that  aid  to  soften 
the  natural  severity  of  life.     But  these  laudable 
exertions;  are  not  imitated  by  the  peasants.  With 
coarse  bread  to  eat,  and  brandy  to  drink,  they 
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are  perfectly  contented;  their  highest  idea  of 
happiness  is  centred  in  listless  inactivity.  Scarcely 
superior  in  their  knowledge  of  intellectual  en- 
jojrments  to  the  herds  which  constitute  their 
wealthy  like  them  they  seem  to  consider  felicity 
to  consist  in  repose. 

They  retire  to  rest  about  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening  (during  spring  and  summer,  at  least)  and 
rise  about  five  the  next  morning ;  but  not  con- 
tent with  this  nap,  they  commonly  go  to  sleep 
again  fer  a  couple  of  hours  after  brezdtfast,  and 
again  also  after  dmner ;  and  in  fact  they  contrive 
to  enjoy  a  siesta  aftier  every  meal. 

I  was  now  within  view  of  a  mountam  called 
Lorn  f  jeld,  which  presented  a  more  picturesque 
appearance  than  most  that  I  had  beheld ;  and 
as  the  neighbouring  scenery  was  of  a  pleasing 
character,  I  resolved  to  remain  here  a  fefw  diys, 
and,  accordingly,  fixed  my  head-quarterd'  nt  a 
I^e  called  Blager,  where  I  found  a'  toUraUe 
inn.  In  the  evening,  having  refreshed  tny^df 
with  a  very  acceptable  ^nner,  I  saRied-Yortfif 'tb 
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recowoitre,  and  had  not  wandered  &r  befiure 
I  discovered  that  I  had  stumbled  into  the  fiinn« 
yard  of  the  village  priest^  where  I  soon  per* 
ceived  his  reverence  himself^  who  was  in  the 
act  of  chewing  the  cud  of  some  knotty  reflections. 
He  immediately  came  towards  me,  and  very 
courteously  invited  me  into  his  house,  whither, 
^ter  some  hesitation,  I  accompanied  him.  His 
^bode  was  comfortable,  and  manifested  how 
puicli.  might  be  accomplished,  even  in  a  Nor-, 
w^giaa  dwelling,  with  the  aid  of  a  little  con-* 
triyance*  ^e  possessed  a  daughter,  the  handsomest 
maiden  I  had  yet  seen  in  the  country,  who 
CLpnducted  herself  with  great  propriety,  and  even 
goodTbreeding. .  She  brought  into  the  room  a 
aoiaU^^oy,  which  contained  a  decanter  of  brandy, 
some  biscuits  and  a  glass,  and  proceeded  to 
adwvinisjteT  the  usual  welcome  of  ^^ain  dram." 
IS^  bo^t  insisted  on  my  staying  to  take  cofiee ; 
(^^,\^(orp  it  5vas  served,  a  jug  of  ale  was  handed 
r(m^j  .ftCCQrdipg  to  the  usual  custom.  The 
pretty  ,m(iM4o|l  intro^^ced  the  cofiee  herself,  and 
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having  taken  her  seat  at  a  table,  {Hroeeeded  to 
serve  os  with  a  grace  and  confidence  that  quite 
surprised  me  to  behold  in  so  remote  a  region. 
The  guest  is  expected  to  take  two  cups  on  these 
occasions,  neither  more  nor  less,  and  then 
having  turned  his  cup  upside  down,  or  laid  hit 
spoon  across  it,  he  addresses  the  lady  of  the 
house  with  the  words — "  Tak  for  Madan,'* — or, 
thaiiks  for  the  mistress.  Soon  afterwards  I 
returned  to  my  inn.  A  very  intelligent  engineer, 
who  was  engaged  under  the  orders  of  govern- 
ment in  surveying  the  district,  and  taking  the 
elevation  of  some  of  the  mountains,  had  likewise 
established  himself  at  the  same  house,  and,  int 
consequence,  we  generally  messed  together. 

One  evening,  he  invited  several  of  the  neigh- 
bouring gentry  to  come  and  drink  punch  with 
us,  and  we  accordingly  consumed  a  few  houni 
in  this  laudable  occupation.  On  the  following 
evening  we  were  invited  to  the  habitation  of  ond 
of  our  visitors,  where  we  were  entertained  with 
equal  hospitaUty.     After   the    punch-bowl  had 
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been  emptied  twice  or  thrice^  we  were  served 
with  a  slight  sapper^  which  consisted  of  milk, 
breads  goafs^milk  cheese,  and  hard-boiled  eggs, 
dx^ped  into  small  pieces  and  brought  in  upon 
a  £sh.  The  egg  was  eaten  between  slices  of 
bread  and  butter,  like  a  sandwich. 

I  made  several  visits  in  this  neighbourhood, 
and  was  every  where  treated  withr  the  greatest 
hospitality ;  the  course  of  entertainment,  in  all 
cases,  was  much  the  same,  being  first  a  dram, 
then,  in  order,  cofiee,  punch,  and  sifpper. 

The  peasants  are  not  quite  so  miserable  and 
squalid^looking  a  race  as  those  of  Sweden ;  but 
their  long,  uncombed  hair  gives  them  rather  a  wild 
and  barbarous  appearance.  They  dress  very  like 
our  own  labourers,  except  in  the  red  cap  which 
conmionly  adeems  their  head.  They  are  also  well 
pleased  with  an  usdess  number  of  large  buttons, 
aodgenerally  wear  immense  buckles  in  their  shoes. 

The  women  wear  a  jacket  of  cloth,  fastened 
in  fipont  wHh  a  clasp  of  silver ;  their  thick  gowns 
am>f  a  dark  chocolate  colour,  and  their  heads 
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are  covered  with  a  while  kerchief^  which  passed 
under  their  chin,  and  ako  reaches  down  to  thenr 
back,  and  thus  preserves  the  neck  from  the 
fierce  rays  of  the  sun« 

The  meat  which  they  kill  is  seldom  codied 
freshy  but  is  commonly  salted,  and  not  eaten 
unUI  it  has  been  preserved  sereral  months^  and 
has  acquired  the  hardness  of  an  oak  board. 

The  filthy  condition  of  the  people  during 
i^ummer,  when  the  vermin  are  in  fiill  vigour  «ad 
activity^  is  perfectly  horrible.  I  shudder  as  I 
write,  whilst  I  recollect  my  annoyance  and 
terror,  when  the  inquisitive  peasants  used  to 
frowd  about  me,  examining  my  clothes  and 
accoutrements.  Their  curiosity  is  without 
parallel,  and  they  were  accustomed  to  crowd 
around  me  in  gi;oups,  gaping  in  silence  at  such 
an  extraordinary  phenomeiKm,  and  admiring 
the  texture  of  my  clothes,  which  especially 
excited  the  observation  of  the  women.  It  may 
be  guessed  how  much  I  was  persecuted  by  this 
insatiable  curiosity,  when  I  state  that  a  crowd 
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of  women  and  children^ — the  men  generally 
pausing  at  the  threshold, — would  sometimes 
in  the  morning  penetrate  into  my  bed  room 
(the  door  of  which  was  never  iurnished  with 
a  bolt)  and  stand  and  stare  at  me  as  I  lay  in 
bed;  ["and  not  all  my  moving  gestures  and 
entreaties  could  induce  them  to  stir,  until  they 
had  gazed  to  their  hearts'  content,  when,  having 
thoroughly  examined  my  wardrobe,  they  would 
quietly  walk  out  of  the  room  again,  and  leave 
me  to  dress  in  peace,  though  not  a  little  dis- 
turbed in  my  feelings. 

I  now  quitted  Bloeger,  and  walked  manfully 
onward  during  several  days,  until  I  got  among 
the  mountains  called  Sogne  f  jeld,  one  of  which, 
I  believe,  has  within  a  few  years  been  ascer- 
tained to  be  some  feet  greater  in  height  than 
Sneehattan.  Only  a  week  ago,  in  the  Dovre 
f  jeld,  the  summer  sun  had  scorched  me  with  his 
intensest  rays,  but  now  I  was  su£Fering  the 
severest  rigours  of  winter  in  fhe  midst  of  frost 
and  snow.  The  wind  cut  sharply  in  my  face, 
I  2 
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as  I  quitted  Hoft,  and  pinched  me  so  severely 
Aaty  in  addition  to  a  stout  pdr  of  gloves,  I 
fiound  it  expedient  to  thrust  my  hands  and  arms 
into  a  pair  of  woollen  stockings.  It  was  now 
about  the  20th  of  June. 

Having  walked  all  day,  I  began  to  look  out 
for  a  house  where  1  might  be  accommodated 
for  the  night ;  so,  climbing  to  the  summit  of  a 
hill,  I  surveyed  the  neighbouring  country,  and 
beheld  a  cottage  at  no  great  distance.  As  I 
approached,  a  young  girl  emerged  from  it,  who 
hastily  fastening  the  door,  fled  away  with  all 
speed,  until  she  had  attained  an  elevated  piece 
of  rock,  which  she  climbed,  and  then  stood 
watching  my  movements.  When  she  saw  that 
I  drew  towards  the  door  of  her  house,  she 
bounded  down  the  side  of  the  mountain,  in  the 
direction  of  another  dwelling  that  lay  not  far  off. 
I  hastened  in  pursuit,  and  had  not  advanced 
far,  before  I  beheld  two  females,  whose  dark 
figures,  against  a  large  snow-drift,  looked  wild 
and  picturesque.     They  also  refreajied  before 
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ane;  but  at  length  I  stood  in  front  of  an  humble 
dwellingi  into  which  I  resolved  to  efiect  an 
entrance.  The  doorway  was  a  low  square  hole> 
and  I  had  to  stoop  considerably  before  I  could 
thrust  myself  in;  and  when  I  had  at  length 
drawn  my  legs  over  the  high  threshold,  and 
stood  upright  within  the  edifice,  I  was  startled 
to  find  myself  in  immediate  proximity  to  the 
horns  of  a  cow,  who,  I  thought,  might  probably 
take  it  into  her  head  to  impale  me  as  an  intruder; 
but,  luckily,  she  was  a  domestic  animal  of  a 
very  peaceable  nature,  and  continued  to  chew 
her  cud  with  undisturbed  gravity.  It  is  very 
common  to  find  sick  goats,  pigs  and  calves,  lying 
before  a  cottage  fire,  where  they  are  being  nursed 
by  the  goodwife.  My  friend,  the  cow,  wa^ 
likewise  an  invalid,  but,  notwithstanding  the 
delicate  state  of  her  health,  as  there  was  no 
pne  present,  I  took  the  liberty  to  shove  her  to 
one  side  of  the  fire-place,  and  raking  together 
the  embers,  I  made  myself  as  comfortable  aa 
circumstances  would  admit;. 
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As   I  sat  on  a  low  stool  contemplating  the 
rising  blaze,  I  could  not  but  think  that  the  scene 
would  compose  rather  an  amusing  picture — here, 
in  the  depths  of  the  Sogne  mountains,  was  a 
poor  English  gentleman,  looking  as  desolate  as 
winter,  with  a  half-starved  cow  for  his  parlour 
companimi,  the  snow  pelting  in   through  the 
doorway,  and  not  one  of  those    comforts  or 
conveniences  within  reach  which   Englishmen 
consider  to  be  almost  essentiid  to  the  enjoyment 
rf  Hfe.    The  want  of  these,  however,  I  recked 
but  little;  the  present  hath  never  had  many 
charms  fin:  me,  and  the  future  and  the  past  are, 
and  have  b^en,  equally  a  waste.    A  series  of 
struggles  and  disappointments,  and  sorrows,  is 
the  bitter  lot  of  man ;  and  oftentimes,  when  com^ 
pelled  to  retire  hungry  and  worn  to  a  wretched 
couch,  I  have  laughed  to  think  that  I  should  for 
a  moment  compare  those  trifling  bodily  wants  to 
that  acute  torture  of  the  mind  which  is  felt  (not 
seldom)  when  the  vulture  Despondency  comes 
and  preys  on  the  vitals  of  thought. 
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'  There  is  a  dark  night  to  the  mindi  that  is 
longt  very  long,  ere  it  breaks  into  morning; 
when  we  feel  that  the  settled  certainty  of  life 
may  be  relieved  by  no  change  till  it  encounter 
the  rude  shock  of  death.  How  is  the  soul 
crushed  down  by  the  heavy  weight  of  existence ! 
which  forces  it  writhingly  to  confess  that  the 
keenest  of  all  punishments  is-*<»to  live.  There  is 
a  deadly  Simoom  which  at  times  comes  sweeping' 
over  the  mind,  blasting  and  poisoning  every 
thought  that  chances  to  wander  across  its  path-— 
and  as  the  soul  shrivels  up  before  the  hot, 
pestiferous  gust,  we  hide  our  head  in  ashes,  and 
grovel  in  the  darkness  of  despair.  Ye  that  have 
never  lain  and  groaned  beneath  the  heavy 
{pressing  burden  of  despondency,  striving  in  the' 
black  midnight  of  the  mind  to  catch  the  fiunt 
twinkle  of  some  distant  star  which  might  impart 
one  blessed  ray  of  light  and  hope — fall  down, 
ai^  thank  the  Most  Merciful  that,  as  yet,  ye 
know  not  hell. 
Why  we  are  subject  to  this  terrible  blighting^ 
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of  our  mental  energies,  I  know  not;  nor  whence 
it  comesr  It  is  not  caused  by  external  evils,  tor 
these  my  spirit  can  surmount,  riding  loftily  upon 
the  billows  of  worldly  calamity ;  but  it  finds  me 
in  the  midst  of  gaiety  and  joy ;  and  when  fortune 
smiles  brightest,  and  scarce  a  cloud  hovers  over 
bead,  that  may  contain  the  forked  lightning — I 
a^  struck.  .  No  thunder  is  heard  rolling  before 
the  blast  of  earthly  misfortune,  but  in  a  moment 
the  springs  of  life  are  turned  acidi  and  all  that 
was  created  for  enjojrment  is  converted  at  once 
into  poison,  so  powerful  as  to  taint  the  very 
atmosphere  we  inhale,  thus  causing  us  to  live 
in  the  nojuous  vapours  ourselves  have  pro- 
duced. The  demon  &£  dark,  and  lonely 
and  searing  thoughts,  comes  like  a  vampire 
on  the  blasts  of  hell,  and  fastens  its  hot  terrible 
lips  to  oiurs,  and  sucks  out  the  strength 
and  vigour  from  our  thoughts,  leaving  us 
only  the  dregs,  which,  intenser  than  vitriol, 
eat  through  and  through  the  integuments 
of  the   mind.     O   Hell !    bast   thou  in  store 
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iny  tortures    greater  than  those   of  despon- 

1>ENCY? 

♦       ♦       #      .  #s       *     . 

The  shadow  hath  passed  over,  the  cloud  is 
withdrawn,  and  the  sunshine  of  hope  once  more 
re-illumine$  the  squI.  In  the  lonely  cottage  of 
the  Norwegian  peasant,  amid  the  gloomy  solitude 
of  the  Sogne  Qeld,  the  fit  came  upon  me ;  il; 
hath  visited  me  now.  Whither  shall  I  flee  to 
escape  it  ?  But — ^'tis  over :  let  us  turn  again  to 
our  humble  narrative. 

After  I  had  remained  some  time  in  the  cot* 
tage,  a  rosy-cheeked  maiden  entered,  and 
welcomed  me  with  great  cordiality;  and  then 
taking  her  milk- pail  she  returned  to  the  door, 
near  which  she  sat  down,  and  called  one  of  the 
cows  to  her  by  its  name ;  several  of  these  animals 
then  standing  at  a  short  distance,  waiting  to  be 
milked.  The  one  called,  approached,  and  re- 
tired when  dismissed ;  the  next  also  responded  to 
its  name  by  obeying  the  summons ;  and  so  all  of 
them  in  turn.  The  peasants  contrive  to  bring 
i3 


Digitized 


by  Google 


178  ADTEKTURE8  IN 

tkeir  flocks  and  herds  to  a  wonderful  state  of 
docility;  and  goats  and  sheep  are  readily  taught 
to  go  in  whichever  direction  the  voice  of  the 
shepherdess  may  command.  On  the  hills^  diey 
who  superintend  the  flocks^  are  provided  with 
long,  straight  horns,  or  speaking  trumpets^ 
through  which  the  voice  is  projected  to  a  very 
great  distance. 

The  fkmily  party  this  evening  consisted  of  the 
master  of  the  house,  a  fine  venerable  old  man, 
the  pretty  milkmaid,  and  two  young  men,  one 
of  whom  I  soon  discovered  to  be  a  happy  suitor ; 
tlie  other  was  her  brother. 

We  supped  frugally  on  bi^ad  and  milk,  and 
then  retired  to  repose.  My  coudi  was  a  hard 
bench,  placed  near  the  fire,  and  covered  with  a 
goat-skin.  Placing  my  knapsack  under  my 
head,  and  wrapping  myself  up  in  my  ^cloak,  I 
commended  myself  to  God,  and  slumbered  more 
soundly  than  many  an  earl  on  his  bed  of  down. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


THB   NORTH  OF   EUROPE.  179 


CHAPTER  X- 


THB  WEPDINa. 


The  next  morningt  having  breakfiisted  on 
oatmeal  porridge  and  salt  beef>  I  bade  a  friendly 
farewell  to  my  entertainers^  whom  I  remunerated 
with  a  few  pieces  of  money^-a  liberality  which 
they  did  not  seem  to  expect-— and  directed  my 
steps  towards  a  valley  which  afforded  a  channel 
to  the  rapid  Boever,  I  intended  to  psuss  over  a 
barrier  of  snow*covered  mountains,  to  the  western 
coast  of  Norway;  and  the  assurance  of  the 
peasants  that  the  attempt  would  be  attended  with 
my  utter  destruction^  since  there  were  neithei^ 
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paths  nor  cottages  to  direct  or  shelter  me,  caused 
me  only  to  smile  at  their  want  of  courage,  and 
had  so  little  efl^t  that  I  did  not  even  take  with 
me  a  stock  of  provision— the  want  of  which  was 
the  cause  of  my  failure. 

Under  the  guidance  only  of  my  compass,  I 
passed  up  the  desolate  valley,  and  wandered 
long  over  the  -vast  hills  and  plains  of  snow,  till  I 
had  left  far  behind  every  vestige  of  man,  and 
was  myself  the  only  human  being  within  the 
range  of  many  leagues.  As  I  walked  cheerfully 
along,  rejoicing  in  the  perfect  isolitude  of  the 
scene,  and  well  contented  never  again  to  behold 
another  of  my  species,  I  was  struck  with  the 
beautiful  plumage  of  a  water-fowl  which  passed 
close  before  me  on  its  way  to  a  neighbouring 
stream.  Suddenly,  it  whisked  round  a  large 
isolated  rock  that  rose  up  from  the  snow  a  few 
paces  distant,  and*  I  pushed  on  to  obtain  luiother 
glimpse;  no  sooner  had  I  doubled  the  rock, 
than  to  my  great  astonishment,  and  indeed,  for  a 
moment,  to  my  great  terror,  I  found  myself,  £ace 
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to  facej  with  an  enormous  wolf!  In  facti  I  was 
close  upoi^  him  before  I  was  aware  into  what 
company  I  had  fallen ;  and  he^  seated  upon  his 
haunches^  was  so  intently  watching  the  very  bird 
of  which  I  was  in  pursuit,  that  he  had  not  seen 
or  heard  my  approach.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
say  which  of  us  felt  the  greatest  surprise,  and 
we  looked  at  each  other  for  an  instant  before  I 
advanced  or  he  galloped  off.  He  was  a  fine, 
beautiful  creature,  with  a  sleek  coat  of  silver- 
grey,  and  bounded  from  before  me  with  an  easy 
and  graceful  motion,  not  keeping  a  direct  line,  but 
veering  from  side  to  side,  and  watching  me  with 
either  eye  alternately.  I  hallooed  afler  him,  and 
pursued  as  fast  as  the  nature  of  the  snow  would 
permit,  in  order  that  I  might  see  as  much  as 
possible  of  a  real  wolf  in  his  native  wilds.  At 
every  shout  he  turned  to  look  at  me,  but 
at  length  betaking  himself  to  the  broken  rocks 
on  the  side  of  the  mountain,  he  was  hid  from 
mv  view,  and  I  beheld  him  no  more. 
I  continued  to  wade  on  through  the  snow. 
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which  beii^  now  much  drifted,  rendered  the 
task  of  walkii^  exceedingly  laborious.  Some- 
times  I  sank  so  deep,  that  I  began  to  be  rather 
alarmed,  for  the  light  substance  afforded  no  step 
to  my  foot,  and  I  had  great  difficulty  in  scramb* 
ling  out  from  die  pit  I  had  formed  for  myself. 

After  toiling  until  the  day  was  ftur  advanced,  I 
found  myself  at  the  summit  of  a  high  moun« 
tainous  ridge,  from  whence  might  be  seen  nothing 
but  an  immense  waste  of  snow,  covering  hill  and 
valley ;  befiMre  me  lay  another  mountain  which  it 
was  necessary  to  cross ;  and  after  holding  a  brief 
council  with  myself,  I  descended  to  make  the 
attempt. 

A  wide  vale  was  first  to  be  traversed,  and 
when  at  last  I  reached  the  foot  of  the  ascent,  I 
almost  despaired ;  nevertheless,  after  long  toil- 
ing, and  many  bruises,  I  succeeded  in  standing 
on  the  highest  ridge,  and  beheld  to  my  inde- 
scribable dismay  a  similar  series  of  stem  hoary 
mountains,  and  wide  valleys  intersected  by 
rivers.     I  sat  down  exhausted  with  fatigue,  and 
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began  to  think  that  my  hour  bad  at  length 
arrired. 

I  could  not  discern  from  my  lofty  station  even 
the  humblest  cottage  within  a  range  of  many 
leagues.  I  had  been  foolish  enough  to  set  out 
in  the  morning  unprovided  with  food^  and  now, 
weary  and  hungry,  I  found  it  impossible  to 
attempt  to  advance  farther ;  I  saw  that  it  would 
take  five  or  six  hours  to  reach  the  top  of  the 
next  mountun  (supposbg  I  should  succeed  in 
crossing  the  intermediate  river)  and  probably 
when  I  attained  that  elevation,  I  should  find  the 
prospect  little  improved.  And  yet  to  go  back 
by  the  long,  toilsome,  and  desolate  way  by  which 
L  had  come,  was  so  very  distastefiil  to  my  incli« 
nation,  that  it  was  some  time  before  I  decided 
to  adopt  this  course ;  but  at  length  I  began  to 
retrace  my  steps,  and  moodily  plodded  along, 
considerably  out  of  humour  with  the  result  of 
my  rambles  over  the  Sogne  fjeld. 

I  have  feared  to  tire  the  reader  with  descrip* 
tions  of  my  solitaiy  walks  among  mountains, 
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where  few  inddents  occur  that  can  be  of  general 
interest ;  and  I  will  now  conduct  him  back,  much 
faster  than  I  travelled  myself,  to  the  solitary 
cottage  I  had  quitted  in  the  morning.  It  was 
after  midnight  when  I  reached  it;  but  as  the 
9un  at  that  period  of  the  year  forsakes  the 
horizon  only  for  about  half  an  hour,  I  was  not 
so  much  inconvenienced  by  darkness  as  by  hun^- 
ger  and  fatigue. 

It  may  be  supposed  that  I  returned  with 
feelings  very  difierent  to  those  with  which  I  had 
set  out.  My  spirits  were  so  broken,  and  my 
energies  so  jaded  by  the  time  I  had  reached 
again  the  Wolfs  Rock,  that  the  profound  soli* 
tude  of  the  scene,  and  the  solemn  stillness  of 
the  evening  hour,  weighed  heavily  on  my  heart, 
and  fairly  appalled  me.  It  is  astonishing  how 
differently,  at  different  times,  the  same  scenes 
will  affect  us.  In  the  morning,  with  vigorous 
limbs,  and  soul  elate,  and  courage  high,  I  had 
rejoiced  in  the  feeling  that  I  was  alone — far  from 
^e  world,  and  (I  thought)  from  its  troubles. 


Digitized 


d  by  Google 


THE   NORTH  OF   £UROPE.  185 

Solitude  had  then  inexpressible  channs^  and  the 
absence  of  fellow  mortals  seemed  to  entitle  me 
to  a  more  intimate  familiarity  with  Nature  her- 
self. The  birds,  the  rocks,  the  winds  were  my 
companions;  and  I  exulted  in  acknowledging 
for  them  a  responsive  feeling. 

But  how  difierent  now  were  my  thoughts  !  I 
looked  out  in  vain  for  the  cheering  countenance 
of  some  hospitable  peasant ;  nothing  but  desola- 
tion $ni  dreariness  met  my  eye.  The  way 
seemed  beset  with  dangers;  I  expected  to 
behold  a  bear  advancing  from  behind  every  rock, 
and  every  faint,  hollow  gust  of  wind  sounded  in 
my  ear  like  the  distant  howl  of  a  pack  .of  rave- 
nous wolves. 

Innumerable  stories  of  travellers  who  had 
been  devoured  by  these  animals,  rose  up  in  my 
memory ;  and  it  was  with  actual  terror  that  I 
retraced  the  track  of  my  morning  footsteps,  and 
found  that  my  old  acquaintance,  the  wolf,  had 
also  returned  to  them,  and  carefully  followed 
their  direction  to  a  very  great  distance.     He^ 
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Aen,  had  actually  been  in  pursuit  of  me ! — was 
eren  perhaps  still  engaged  in  the  quest !  or  gone 
to  invite  his  companicms  to  join  in  the  hunt,  the 
danger,  and  the  banquet  My  heart  grew  sick 
within  me.  In  vain  I  summoned  pride  to  my^ 
assistance,  and  reproached  myself  for  yielding 
to  the  weakness  of  cowardice :  the  belief  that  I 
was  lost  in  this  tremendous  wilderness,  the 
pinching  demands  of  hunger,  the  exhaustion  of 
bodily  strength,  the  continual  pelting,  of  the 
blinding  snow  in  my  face,  completed  the  wretch- 
edness of  my  condition,  and  made  me  incapable 
of  attending  to  any  thing  but  the  suggestions  of 
my  fears. 

And  shall  I  confess  that,  as  the  short  twilight 
drew  on,  terrors  still  more  indistinct  and  unde- 
fined were  beating  about  my  heart?  The  belief 
in  supernatural  agency  is  so  universalt  and  so 
deeply-rooted  in  Norway,  that  however  sceptical 
I  might  myself  be  on  the  subject,  the  continual 
repetition  of  such  stories  had  forced  me  to 
remember,  if  not  to  believe  them.    And  now 
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they  ft]l  came  crowding  on  my  memory,  as  I 
passed  through  the  lonely  dells  and  awfiil  soli* 
tudes  of  the  hills  ;  and  though  I  strove  to  laugh 
at  such  fancies,  yet  whenever  some  reluctant 
bird,  disturbed  by  my  footsteps,  forsook  the 
neighbouring  brake,  rustling  the  snow  in  plen- 
tiful showers  down  from  the  thick  boughs,  and 
sought  the  distant  quiet  of  some  more  solitary 
roost, — my  blood  would  freeze,  and  I  almost 
expected  to  hear  myself  addressed  in  the  harsh 
ton^  of  some  unearthly  wanderer  of  the  moun^ 
tains. 

At  length  I  accomplished  my  return;  I 
rested;  I  was  refreshed — and  I  arose  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  an  invigorated  creature. 
Again  I  felt  able  to  despise  the  troubles  and 
hardships  that  attended  my  destiny.  I  could 
scarcely  recognise  the  feelings  of  yesterday, 
and  was  astonished  when  I  remembered  the 
weakness  into  which  I  had  been  betrayed. 
Now,  with  braced  nerves,  and  a  dauntless  spirit, 
I  felt  that  I  should  have  pleasure  in  assaulting 
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a  dozen  or  two  wolves ;  and  I  laughed  aloud  as 
I  recollected  my  thoughts  concerning  the  moun- 
tain demon.  So  mightily  was  I  elated  with  the 
memory  of  the  toils  and  dangers  which  I  had 
overcome  on  the  previous  day,  that  I  could  not 
help  bragging  to  my  host  of  my  encounter  with 
the  wolf,  and  the  ardent  desire  I  felt  to  return 
and  deprive  him  of  life  with  my  pocket-pistol. 

Weak  as  I  am,  and  constantly  slipping  into 
error  and  folly,  blinded  by  vanity,  or  steeled 
^th  conceited  ignorance,  I  yet  occasionally 
have  the  grace  to  be  conscious  of,  and  to  blush 
for,  the  miserable  failing.  On  the  present 
occasion,  I  had  no  sooner  uttered  the  wretched 
boast,  than  the  recollection  of  my  poltroonery^ 
and  all  the  magnitude  of  my  late  exceeding 
terror,  came  in  full  volume  on  my  mind ;  and^ 
stammering  with  shame  and  confusion,  I  rose 
up,  bade  my  entertainer  farewell,  and  made  my 
escape  with  as  much  baste  as  if  he  bad  been 
acquainted  with  the  secrets  of  my  breast, 

I  now  resolved  to  return  again  to  Bloeger, 
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And  renew  my  acquaintance  with  the  excellent 
prost.  I  was  detained  rather  late  in  my  old 
quarters  at  Hoft,  where  I  spent  a  nighty  being 
unable  to  procure  a  breakfast  before  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  Two  hours,  are  a  moderate 
space  of  time  for  a  Norwegian  to  prepare  the 
simplest  meaU  so  invariably  slow  is  he  in  all  his 
actions* 

When  at  last  I  obtained  my  breakfast^  it  was 
cold;  and  when  finished^  there  was  no  one  to 
receive  my  payment.  The  whole  family  were 
allying  their  morning  siesta.  It  is  a  matter  of 
much  indifference  in  what  spot  they  seek  repose 
during  the  day-time  ;  and  I  have  frequently  found 
them  extended  on  the  wet  earth,  after  the  rain  has 
been  descending  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
night.  These  delays  made  me  rather  later  in 
my  arrival  at  Bloeger  than  I  had  wished ;  but 
at  length  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  myself 
once  more  in  the  comparatively  comfortable  inn, 
(or  farm-house)  enjoying  the  society  of  my 
friend,  the  engineer. 
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I  was  struck  with  the  unusually  clean  appear^ 
ance  of  the  house^  which  was  garnished  with 
boughs  of  pine,  and  looked  remarkably  clean 
and  cheerful.  Every  room  was  newly-sprinkled 
with  pine-leaves.  The  good  lieutenant  (the 
engineer)  conducted  me  to  a  room  above  that 
which  we  had  formerly  occupied,  and  which  I 
found  was  now  intended  to  serve  as  the  ban- 
quetting  room  to  a  large  wedding  party.  I  was 
very  well  pleased  with  the  prospect  of  being 
present  at  the  wedding,  which  was  to  take  place 
on  the  following  day,  and  felt  in  some  degree 
consoled  for  my  misadventures  on  the  Sogne 
mountains. 

In  the  evening,  a  numerous  assemblage 
arrived  at  the  inn,  some  in  karioles,  or  little 
gigs,  and  others,  of  both  sexes,  on  horseback. 
All  the  neighbourhood  was  present  to  welcome 
the  new-arrived.  Hats  were  doflfed,  heads 
nodded,  and  smirks  and  smiles  beamed  brightly 
on  every  face- 

I  was  invited  to  join  the  supper  party,  and  at 
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eight  o'clock  we  all  sat  down  to  that  jovial 
meal. 

At  ten^  on  the  following  morning,  the  wedding 
procession  began  to  form;  all  was  bustle  and 
excitement;  the  horses  and  karioles  were  dis*^ 
posed  in  order ;  the  women  came  forth  dressed 
in  their  gayest  apparel;  instead  of  the  usual 
cotton  kerchief  over  the  head,  they  now  wore 
one  of  gauze  or  muslin,  figured  with  sUk. 

The  first  vehicle  was  occupied  by  a  gentleman 
and  his  lady,  who  appeared  to  be  of  the  first 
rank.  He  spoke  French,  and  was  dressed  like 
an  Englishman,  in  a  suit  of  black  ;  his  wife  wore 
a  new  black  silk  gown ;  beneath  which  appeared^ 
in  remarkably  good  taste,  a  very  conspicuous 
pair  of  yellow  boots.  The  second  kariole  con- 
tained the  intended  bride  and  bridegroom. 
After  these,  a  solitary  lady  in  her  little  gig, 
driven  by  her  servant,  who  stood  behind,  and 
held  the  reins.  The  equestrians  followed  the 
carriages,  and  the  lieutenant  and  myself,  at  the 
head  of  the  ignoble  vulgar,  brought  up  the  rear 
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oa  foot  The  march  i»'es^ited  a  j^cturesqu^ 
appearance^  rising  over  and  descending  the  hilk 
which  lay  on  our  route.  After  we  had  pro- 
ceeded about  an  English  niile>  we  reached  the 
churchy  where  we  found  another  party  of 
peasants  awaiting  our  arrival. 

The  horses  bdng  made  fast  to  the  railed 
fence  of  the  priest's  garden,  the  brid^oom  went 
in  search  of  his  reverence,  with  whom  he  shor% 
returned. 

The  priest,  carrying  a  book  in  his  hand^  noW' 
led  the  way  into  the  sacred  edifice,  followed  by 
the  young  couple,  and  the  main  body,  in  tjie 
order  in  which  they  had  arrived. 

The  church  was  nearly  filled.  The  ceremony 
commenced  with  ^  hymn.  The  priest  8too<| 
beside  the  altar,  the  intended  pair  at  its  foot; 
the  rest  of  the  company  were  divided  into  twq 
lines,  the  women  forming  one,  and  the  men 
standing  opposite  to  them.  When  the  hymi^ 
was  concluded,  the  pastor  addressed  the  youn^ 
couple  at  some  length,  and  with  great  fervour, 
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At  the  conclusion  of  bis  exhortation  I  obsenred 
the  bride  to  heaye  a  deep  sigh,  which  excited 
in  my  bosom  feelings  of  the  most  intense  and 
pdnful  interest.  It  was  with  great  difficulty 
that  I  refrained  from  interrupting  the  ceremony, 
to  inquire  the  reason  of  this  inauspicious  sigh. 
The  more  I  looked  at  her,  the  more  I  fancied 
she  was  acting  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
others^  and  was  offering  up  her  happiness  insteild 
of  her  heart  I  burned  with  a  vehement  desire 
to  stand  forth  before  the  altar,  and  avow  to  the 
assembly  my  hatred  and  abhorrence  of  oppres- 
sion, and  strenuously  insist  that  the  ceremony 
should  proceed  no  further.  Whilst  swelling 
with  these  thoughts,  I  observed  a  furtive  smile 
to  steal  over  the  features  of  the  bride ;  and  I 
instandy  shrunk  back  a  foot  or  two,  as  though 
I  /had  already  committed  some  very  ridiculous 
act.  Moreover,  I  perceived  her  to  be  a  siUy, 
simpering  girl,  who  was  quite  undeserving  of 
that  interest  which  she  had  for  a  moment  so 
unwarrantably  excited. 

VOL.  II.  K 
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The  ceiSHKOiiy  concluded  with  tbt  priest 
placing  his  hands  on  the  hea4s  of  the  luieeling 
pair,  and  prayii^  of  heaven  to  bestow  on  itiem 
its  blessing.  The  whole  company  then  sung 
a  hymn,  and  afterwards  the  new-married  couple 
passed  round  the  altar,  and  each  laid  upon  it  a 
piece  of  money.  This  action  was  imitated  by 
every  person  present,  and  a  considerable  heap 
was  accumulated,  which  the  priest  carefully 
deposited  in  a  handkerchief.  I  learnt  afterwards 
that  the  money  thus  produced  was  to  be  applied 
in  defraying  tiie  expenses  of  the  wedding  festival, 
the  duration  of  which  would  depend,  in  a  great 
measure,  upon  the  amount  collected.  It' is  also 
customary,  on  these  occasions,  to  make  presents 
of  fruit,  game,  &c.  • 

After  our  return  to  the  hm  we  had  ndt  long 
to  wait  before  dinner  was  s^ved  up.  The  brkle^ 
and  bridegroom  sat  at  the  head  of  the^  tabAe.; 
the  ladies  occupied  one  side,  and  the  men  iki^ 
dther,  but  every  one  according  to  his  rank.^ 
On  this  occasion  we  dispensed  wiA  a  ceremony 
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iiMr  is  DOt  unusual,  of  firing  a  salute  of  gans 
across  the  table. 

The  dinner  consisted  of  roast  meats,  fowk, 
game,  yegetabks,  several  kinds  of  preserves, 
and  oUier  things  which  were  esteemed  delicacies. 

When  the  meal  was  concluded,  the  whole 
party  rose  at  once  to  shake  hands  with  one 
another.  The  fatigue  and  annoyance  of  this 
ceremony  may  be  conceived,  when  it  is  stated, 
that  there  were  as  many  persons  present  as 
oould  find  seats  at  two  very  long  tables,  with 
every  one  of  whom  I  had  to  shake  hands.  The 
pushing,  scrambling,  elbowing,  and  laughing 
that  accompanied,  are  beyond  all  desoription. 

We  then  repaired  into  the  open  ur,  and  the 
company  laid  themselves  down  in  various  direo 
tions  on  the  grass,  and  were  soon  in  the  flill 
efQoyment  of  an  agreeable  siesta. 

In  the  evening,  a  fiddler  made  his  appearance, 
and  every  one  began  to  dance  with  might  and 
main.  I  never  beheld  a  happier  scene;  and 
L  really  think  it  would  have  won  a  smile  of 
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benevolent  pleaittre  finom  the  wooden  counter 
nance  of  the  most  frigid  Puritan  that  eyer  turned 
pale  at  the  mention  of  a  ball-room. 

After  dancing  came  the  supper;  brandy-punch 
was  in  great  repute*  National  songs  were  sung 
without  number,  national  toasts  given,  and 
hailed  with  rapture;  and  ''gande  Norge!"  was 
shouted  again  and  again,  amid  clapping  of 
hands,  and  waving  of  glasses,  and  reiterated 
bursts  of  enthusiasm,  until  every  one  was  fiiirly 
exhausted  with  his  exertions,  and  the  tumult 
gradually  died  into  silence* 

It  was  on  this  evemng  that  I  learnt  the 
outlines  of  the  following  l^end,  with  which 
I  have  ventured  to  take  a  few  liberties,  that 
perhaps  will  not  make  it  the  less  acceptable  to 
my  readers  of  either  sex. 
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CHAPTER  XL 


THE   FOEEST   LEGEND. 


In  the  midst  of  that  vast  tract  of  mountainous 
country  called  the  Dovre  f  jeld,  the  adventurer 
may  discover  an  extensive  valley,  in  which,  some 
years  ago,  dwelt  a  rich  proprietor,  the  lord  of  a 
considerable,  though  rather  barren,  domain.  His 
herds  fed  on  the  sides  of  many  hills,  his  flocks 
supplied  the  neighbourhood  with  clothing,  his 
harvest  was  laid  up  in  several  garners,  and  his 
storehouse*  was  always  filled  with  dried  meat 

*  The  storehouse  is  usually  situated  at  a  short  distance  from 
the  place  of  ahode. 
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and  other  kinds  of  provision.  Above  all^  when- 
ever he  rode  on  horseback,  which  was  only  on 
solemn  occasions,  as  to  a  wedding,  or  a  distant  - 
funeral,  he  sat  in  an  English  saddle.  But  for 
nothing  was  he  so  mudi  envied  as  the  possession 
of  a  daughter — his  only  child.  This  beautiful 
creature  was  not  only  the  delight  of  her  &ther, 
but,  if  tradition  speaks  truly,  the  admiration  of 
all  Norway.  Several  songs  are  said  to  have 
been  composed  in  honour  of  her  charms,  by  no 
^spicable  poets,  but  to  the  unutterable  reglrel-of 
'posterity,  no  portion  of  tbem  has  deiMndei  Icr 
our  times,  save  one  solitary  fragment,  feuadi  «l 
the  bott(»n  of  an  earthen  jar,  which  had  ki»  Ibr 
an  unknown  period  amidst  the  rubbish  oti 
lumber  room.  The  fidUowing  is  a  literal  ^traifs"^ 
ktion  of  this  remarkable  roHc : —  :  •  .   c 

■     ■  '  >   YtM 

The  rose  i*«te  agnust  the  aide  oif  die  bobse^   -  » -  ^vrioi 


Which  has  pri4e  in  hex  oo^fidinf  pres^nc^,;. 
And  is  adorned  with  her  beautiful  blossoms, 
And  in  return  defends  her  from  the  storms. 
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Whoris  our  rose*  but  Lekh,  the  pride  of  the  earth  ? 

Beneath  her  father*8  shadow  she  dwells;   she  rests 
upon  him ; 
He  covers  her  with  the  shield  of  his  might. 

Beautiful  Lelah !  for  thee — for  thee  we  sigh. 

The  snow  on  the  broad  bough  of  the  tall  pine 
Is  not  so  £Edr  as  Lelah,  when  she  reclines 

Upon  the  strength  of  her  sire — happy  Lelah ! 
Happy,  happy  sire  I  •     ♦     •     • 


The  subject  of  these  verses,  Lelah  Wolfinger» 
W4IS  indeediif  there  be  any  truth  in  tradition, 
well  worthy  of  the  homage  she  reoeived.  Not 
only  is  she  said  to  have  been  the  most  beautHiil 
being  the  world  has  ever  known,-  but  in  the 
sweetness  of  her  temper,  the  kindness  of  her 
heiirt,  and  the  extent  of  her  generosity,  she  is 
aUo  dedaxed  to  have  been  unequalled*  Being 
a  rich  heiress,  as  well  as  a  lovely  maiden,  it 
may  readily  be  supposed  that  she  was  not  a  little 
tormented  by  suitors.  Indeed  Penelope  had 
not  so  many.  The  fame  of  her  beauty  attracted 
admirers  from  every  corner  of  Norway;  some 
determined  to  put  themselves  to  death  in  her 


Digitized 


by  Google 


piesencey  uidess  she  would  bid  them  Uve  with  a 
•mile ;  and  some  offered  to  lay  possessiops  i^ 
her  feet  that>  one  would  think,  would  have 
tempted  a  nun:  but  she  treated  them  all  alilp^ 
and  refused  to  abandon  her  own  dear  home,  and 
the  arms  of  her  still  dearer  £sither. 

Herr  Wolfinger,  on  his  part,  was  almost  dii|- 
tracted  by  the  crowd  of  assailants,  who  neveji^ 
ceased  besieging  him  with  entreaties  for  assist- 
ance and  interference,  and  who  courted  J^^ 
friendship  with  as  much  assiduity  as  they  fre* 
quented  his  hospitable  board;  but  he  always 
put  them  a^^de  with  the  declaration  that  bi^ 
daughter  was  her  own  mistress,  and  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  Nevertheless^  as 
Lelah  was  now  of  marriageable  years,  he  wished 
her  to  select  a  mate,  and  therefore  cordially 
invited  the  suitors  to  remain  as  long  as  they 
pleased  in  his  house.  Liberal  as  the  good  old 
man  appeared  to  be  in  his  conduct,  he  had  yet 
settled  two  things  very  decidedly  in  his  mind: 
first,  that  all  his  endeavours  should  be  directed 
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to  make  the  choice  of  his  daughter  fidi  upon  Jait 
Punensen,  a  young  man  whose  large  Estates 
adjoined  his  own^  but  who  had  the  misfortune  to 
possess  a  stunted  figure^  and  an  ill-favoured 
countenance,  with  a  mind  as  distorted,  morose, 
and  unprepossessing  as  his  person.  And 
secondly,  he  had  resolved  that  no  arguments 
whatever  should  induce  him  to  sanction  the 
pretensions  of  his  kinsman,  young  Harold 
Wengem,  a  lad  of  great  spirit,  apprehension, 
and  address.  Harold's  &ther  had  been  a  tra* 
VftHer;  that  is  to  say,  he  had  journeyed  to 
Christiania,  where  he  fell  in  with  designing 
companions,  and  incurred  expenses  which  com* 
pelled  him  to  part  with  almost  the  whole  of  his 
estate. 

'  On  his  death,  his  son  found  himself  possessed 
6f  a  very  scanty  subsistence ;  but  being  naturally 
of  a  sanguine  temper,  and  having  tolerable  con* 
fidence  in  his  own  powers,  he  was  very  little 
disconcerted  by  the  prospect  of  poverty,  and 
contrived  to  support  himself,  his  housekeeper, 
k3 
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who  had  fomieeljrbdped  to. none  him,  waSiJ^ut 
■ale  doaestk,  vith  tbe.prQdnse  (tf  his  finrUng^ 
pieoe  and  fidung-rod. 

His  laijge  wooden  bouse,  was.  ahuated  on  the 
olher  side  of  one  of  the  faiila  that  {armed  db 
boundary  of  the  valley  in  which  his  sweet  kins- 
wonuin  Lelah  residedk  In  their  early  youth  they 
had  been  much  togstber;  and  in  fiurt,  they  loved 
each  other  with  an  entire  affiMstbn,  which  the 
opposition  ofcirciunstanees  Yory.natuiraUy  tendbd 
to  confirm* 

With  Wolfinger,  who  was  any  thing  but  sordid^ 
Harcrfd's  want  of.  fortune  was  not  the  cause  of 
bis  want. of  success:  be  had  better  reasons  lor 
his  hostHity.  One  day  whilst  rambling  oter  the 
mountains  with  his  young  kinsman  in  search  of 
game,  they  beheld  a  majestic  elk  graanng  in  a 
hollow,  about  one  hundred  paces  ^tant  Harold 
was  the  first  who  observed  it,  but  with  propel 
deference  to  age,  he  pointed  it  out  to  his  reltttivai 
who  immediately  levelled  his  rifle  and  took  aim« 
Unfortunately  the  piece  did  not  go  ofi*,  and  tbk 
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inpdtmit  Harold  imrtantly  presented  bis  own^ 
«nd  fired :  the  elk  bounded  bigb  in  the  idr,  and 
fell  lifeless  on  tbe  spot  wbere,  a  moment  before, 
k  was  tranquilly  feeding.  Tbe  vexation  of 
Wolfinger  was  very  great,  and  be  did  not  fail  to 
disburtheii  bis  ire  on  tbe  cause  of  it,  whom 
be  temied  a  forward,  impertinoit  wbelp^  But 
tbe  jealousy  of  the  old  gentleman  was  fiinned 
kito  fmry  and  hatred  at  tbe  next  great  bear  hunt, 
which  hs{)pened  soon  after  tbia  misadventure. 
Having  driven  the  bear  to  bay,  Wolfinger,  who 
was  the  master  of  the  himt,  had  fired  his  rifle 
and  wi}unded  the  animal,  and  then  advanced 
with  his  spear  to  impale  her ;  but  just  at  this 
moment  Harold  came  up,  and  without  observing 
Uie  attitude  of  the  Jager-master,  dashed  iii,  and 
drove .  his  bunting-spear  into  the  heart  of  the 
bear.  The  wrath  of  Wolfing^  exceeded  all 
bounds  at  this  insolent  interference :  ''  Go ! 
malapert  boy/'  be  said,  *'  and  learn  respect  to 
your  elders.  This  is  the  second  time  you  have 
dared  to  cross  my  path.    May  my  hand  wither 
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if  it  ever  again  be  extended  towwds  tUj^^  i» 
firiendahip!" 

It  was  some  time  after  this  rebtdie  heSo^ 
Harold  again  crossed  the  mountain  whi<^  divided 
his  home  from  the  valley  of  Beomdidl^ ;  he 
remained  brooding  over  his  diaappointaieiilsy 
and  execrating  that  fortune  vrfaich  threatened  £w 
ever  to  forbid  him  the  society  of  Lebh.  Hiumgi 
however,  one  day  taken  heart  of  grace^  he  v^i^ 
tured  to  approach  die  house  which  contained  aU 
bis  hopes  and  tears,  and  had  the  satssfitctami  to 
find  his  mispress  aloi^.  The  fortunate  issue  of 
this  adventure  encouraged  him  to  repeat  it,  and 
though  he  sometimes  encountered  the  seowHng 
brow  of  Wolfinger,  who  gave  him  no  very 
cordial  welcome,  yet  the  ardour  of  his  love 
induced  him  (haughty  as  he  was)  to  endure  the 
presence  of  the  man  who  disliked  him« 

One  evening,  the  youthftil  lovers  had  wan- 
dered unobserved  up  the  valley,  and  turned  into 
a  secluded  dell,  where  their  own  low  voieea 
alone  disturbed  the  quiet  repose  of  the  scone. 
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^Dearest  Ldahl"  quoth  young  Harold,  the 
pride  of  Dunkerfossen,  to  the  blue-eyed  maiden 
who  leant  on  his  arm, — ^'my  only  hope  is  in 
thy  firmness  and  dear  affection.  I  fear  me  I 
shall  never  win  thy  father  to  r^ard  me  again 
with  an  eye  of  kindness.  God  knows  I  never 
meant  to  offend  him»  and  would  sufier  any 
extremity  might  I  only  convince  him  of  my 
truth  and  devotion.  Ah,  Lelah!  I  tremble  at 
die  dangers  by  which  you  are  surrounded ;  your 
fiither  has  determined  that  you  shall  wed  one 
of  these  wealthy  suitors  who  persecute  you  so 
unremittingly,  and  poor  Harold,  who  has  only 
two  cows,  a  few  goats,  and  as  much  land  as  be 
way  pass  over  in  half-a-dozen  strides,  will  be 
le&  to  misery  and  despair.     But,  by  the  soul  of 

Harfeger,  I  swear "    "Harold!   Harold!" 

interrupted  the  maiden,  earnestly  but  sadly, 
"your  vehemence  and  impetuosity  daily  terrify 
and  distress  me.      It  was  but  yestere'en  you 

drew  your  dirk  on  Jan  Funensen,  who "* 

*•  St.  Jude !''  in  his  turn  interrupted  the  youth, 
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^did  I  not  aec^  him  utivre  to  snalcli  yoin:  band.?" 
'^Y<8^  bat|"  Mid  ^e  simide^  aittdf^Of.. '^y4>u 
know,  Harold,  I  did  not  aufierhim."  "I  did 
not  obsenre  that;.  I  saw  him  make  the  attempty 
and, no  man  on  isarjth  shall  take  it»  whiJ^t  it  j^ 
pledged  to  me-r<learest  Lelah!".  ''Harold;' 
coi^nued  Lelah, ''  you  wiU  rain  evi^  thing  by 
your  violence.  Should  my  fSeUher  hear  thal^jou 
this  morning  threatened  to  beat  Hans  Mua^^ 
if  he  did  not  restore  the  flower  he  had  stolen 
from  my  hair,  he  would  forbid. my  ^er.  spealdog 
to  you  again ;  and,  alas !  who  knows  how  soon 
he  might  insist  on .  my  accepting  for  a  hu§b|ind 
that  odious  Jan  Funensen  ?**  ''  And  should  he 
insist,*'  cried  Harold,  with  precipitation^  ''  what 
would  you  do?"  "What  could  I  do — what 
could  I  say  ?"  "  Great  Heaven !  what  could 
you  do? — say  that  you  would  see  him  cut  into 
a  thousand  pieces,  before  you  would  wed  such 
an  ill-conditioned .  dog."  **  But,  Harold,"  con- 
tinued the  mischievous  maiden,  apparently  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  provoking  that  wrath  which 
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she  had  ae-  lately  daioiideed,  *'  you  would  not 
make  meundttdiiili  sturdy ;  yoa  would  not  have 
me  disobey  my  ftther  T  ^Disobey  bini !  to  be 
sure— disobey  the— ^that  is,  you  need  not  abs^i 
lately  obey,  although,  no  doubt,  it  is  your'^dutf 
not  positively  to  disobey  htm ;  there  is  a  mamfesl 
distinolton  betwixt  passively  refusing  to  obey 
an  unjust  command,  and  perversely  acting  in 
opposition  to  a  reasonable  behest;*'  and  thiif 
ingenious  logician  supported  his  view  of  the  <;ase 
with  much  eloquence^  to  the  great  amusement  of 
his  fair  auditress. 

The  conversation  next  changed  to  an  impor-* 
tant  bear-hunt  which  was  to  take  place  the 
following  day,  and  at  which  many  of  Harold^s 
rivals  were  to  be  present.  '^It  is  indeed  but 
too  true,^  continued  Lelah,  sighing,  *^  my  poor 
maid,  Nora,  happened  to  be  at  that  instant  in 
the  room,  when  my  father  swore  with  great 
vehemence  that  he  would  give  his  daughter's 
hand  to  whomsoever  should  slay  the  bear  which 
has  only  one  eye,  whose  ravages  have  lately 
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been  so  great  among  Ae  herds.  Heaven"  kiiMvi 
whether  he  means  to  keep  his  word,  but:  if  bcr^ 
does,  alas,  poor  Lelah!"  Harold  was  not  a^ 
little  disconcerted  by  this  determinate  of 
Wolfinger,  but  as  he  refliected  ^t  he  4nd 
himself  as  good  a  chance  as  any  of  his  rivi^, 
and  knew  the  country  more  perfectly  than  moai 
of  them,  his  hopes  grew  high,  and  he  ehe^red 
his  doubting  companion  with  all  the  glsiety  ^ 
confidence. 

At  the  door  of  her  father's  house  they  panedy 
Wolfinger  and  his  guests  were  engaged  in  43en« 
viviality,  and  Harold  gladly  retreated  fi'om  the 
sounds  of  their  revelry,  and  bent  his  ^^ps  toward 
his  solitary  home. 

Early  the  next  morning,  accompanied  l^  his 
only  follower,  a  young  man  named  ChvtstiKii 
Andersson,  he  bent  his  steps  toward  the  place  of 
meeting.  The  Jager-master  was  already  cm  Iker 
spot,  attended  by  his  friends  and  guests,  and 
was  in  the  act  of  forming  the  necessary  naiidgar 
of  peasants.    The  hunt  had  been  anm>aneal 
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'm  the  neigbbouring  churdies  on  the  preceding 
S|ifiday»  and  the  country  people  assembled  in 
con^derable  force*  The  right  wing  of  the 
dMndgar  was  entrusted  to  the  command  of  Jan 
FiM^nsen,  the  left  marched  under  the  orders  of 
Hans  Mufikau,  whilst  the  centre  was  directed 
l^  Wolfinger  himself.  The  space  to  be  enclosed 
oec«{aed  a  good  many  miles,  and  it  was  intended 
diat  the  two  wings  should  proceed  until  they 
rested  on  the  borders  of  an  extensive  lake,  by 
whidi  time  the  centre,  driving  the  game  before 
it,  would  also  have  made  considerable  advances 
towards  the  same  point 

The  morning  sun  began  to  break  through  the 
clouds,  the  grey  mist  still  softened  the  dark 
(Hitline  of  the  mountains,  and  pleasure  and  excite- 
ment beat  high  in  every  heart 

The  Jager-master  condescended  not  to  allot 
a  place  to  our  friend  Harold,  and  he  therefore 
took  his  station  where  the  left  wing  was  united 
to  the  centre.  This  part  was  the  least  guarded, 
9nd  diercfore  should  any  game  be  encountere4 
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tn  1^  directioA,  he  wbnUl  probtbly  hweit  ali 
to  hiniMlf*'  '       . 

Time  having  been  albwed  ta  the  mnga:  ti> 
adtance  a  oonsidetable  distance  on  their  folder 
the  mam  body  aet  forwanl^  croasing  a-  d^ep 
ravine^  and  then  ascended  the  opposite  aide  of  a^ 
■MNmtiiny  through  a  thiek  wood- of  pines*  The: 
march  iraa  conducted  in  a  r^ukr  and  otdatli^ 
mattner,  and  ererj  beast  was  ^raduall]^  driien 
into  the  centre  of  the  moving  mass.  On  tfa& 
top  of  the  second  Ull^  or  mountain,  Hatoit 
paused  to  take  a  smiley  of  the  field*  Far  before 
him  was  the  extensive  lake,  whose  edge4liey 
were  hastening  to  reach  4  several  gently  ido^ng 
Inlls  and  valleys,  covered  with  pinea  and  fivs^ 
occupied  the  intermediate  space ;  and  in  a  broik 
in  the  forest,  at  some  distance,  he  discemed:^ 
close  thicket,  which  he  did  not  doubt  wMdd  be 
considered  a  strong  hold  by  the  bearsv  Oa  ^ 
right  and  left,  though  wide  apart,  lofty  monh 
tains  of  various  forms  bounded  the  fxo&fect, 
And  now  the  chase  became  more  exciting,  and, 
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in.  various  directions,  quidc^  midden  riwuts  were 
heard,  as  the  hunters  roused  the  startled  'Wtolfi 
(»  goube,*  from  his  bur.  The  volf  f^ti-^pKat 
CQnfidenfte  in  bis  legs,  and  therefore  when 
a|air}Bed,  alarays  breaJcs  away  from  cov^,  Md 
triM  to  ge^,  into  the  op^n  eoutilry.  The  bear, 
on  the  otiber.  hsad,  retreats  into  the  ihidcett 
^alKies;  md  never  leaves  4hem  imti-  the  <last 
QX^emit}r,.e?ccept  to  gallop  from  one  to  anelbor, 
^.  tiicaigh  doid)tful  whidi  afforded   the    best 


Harold  stood  at  the  edge  of  one  of  -diese 
brakes,  whilst  his  valiant  follower,  Christie^ 
eal^red  it  fpr  the  purpose  of  beatii^  out  the 
game.  Several  shots  had  been- heard  on  the 
right  side  of  the  hunt,  and  Harold  waited  im^ 
patiendy  for  his  turn.  At  length  he  beheld  a 
laige  bear  standing  at  the  edge  of  the  thicket 
and  cautiously  looking  round  in  every  direcliDm 
Harold's  piece  was  at  his  shoulder,  but  in  that 
instant  the  bear  galloped  off,  still  deeper  into  the 

*  Otherwise  called  the  varg-lo,  or  wolf-lynx. 
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dtaal ;  the  faunter  fired,  but  missed ;  and  hastily 
calling  to  his  servant,  ran  with  alt  speed  in 
pursuit  of  the  game.     He  fancied  he  had  per- 
ceived it  to  be  the  celebrated  bear  which  wais 
Mind  of  one  eye,  and  whose  head  was  that  day 
so  valuable,  and  so  eagerly  coveted.    Careless, 
therefore,  of  the  danger  he  ran,  by  deserting  tbe 
line  of  /idyance,  he  resolved  to  hazard  ev^ 
thing  to  obtain   the   glorious  prize.     Honedt 
Christie,  as  he  emerged  from  the  cover,  was  not 
a  little  surprised  to  behold  his  master  scouring 
along  ]ike  another  Achilles  after  the  fioe,  in 
defiance  of  the  laws  of  venery ;  nevertheless,  he 
raced  after  him  as  well  as  he  could.    Just  theri, 
an  authoritative  voice  was  heard,  ordering  them 
both  to  return  to  their  stations,  at  which  Harold 
turned  short  to  one  side,  and  found  his  hated 
rival,    Jan    Funensen,    standing    before   him. 
"  How  dare  you,"  quoth  this  gendeman,  '^  flms 
break  through  the  rules  of  the  chace?  and  what 
do  you  purpose  by  running  like  a  wolf  from 
/  lush  to  bush  ?     Boy  f  you  must  be  broken  in. 
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md  taught  your  duty,  else  by  chance  you  may 
receive  too  severe  a  correction."  '*  Do  you 
question  me  as  to  what  I  dare  V  retorted  the 
fiery  youth.  "  Who  are  you  that  you  should 
presume  to  issue  orders  to  me  ?  Sirrah !  return 
yoqrself  to  whence  you  came,  and  be^vare  how 
you  cross  the  path  of  Harold  Wengern  in  this  or 
any  other  matter."  "  O  Sir!"  said  the  iU- 
£ivouxed  son  of  Funensen,  ^^  I  seek  only  to 
instruct  your  ignorance ;  it  is  the  command  of 
the  Jager-master  that  you  disobey,  not  mine. 
Go  on.  Sir,  go  on ;  and  if  you  happen  to  receive 
a  rifle  ball,  your  blood  be  on  your  own  head ; 
certainly  it  can  be  spared  as  well  as  that  of  most 
people."  So  saying,  he  retreated  into  the  forest 
—for  they  were  standing  in  a  small  open  plain— 
and  rqoined  his  companions;  whilst  Harold, 
turning  to  his  follower,  informed  him  that  the 
bear  had  betaken  himself  to  another  brake  just 
be&re  Uiem ;  and  added  that  he  w6uld  not  again 
fire  his  gun  lest  it  should  bring  other  people  to 
the  «i>ot.    When  they  reached  this  second  cover. 
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Ghristiem  wag  dent  round  to  eater  from  ite 
opposite  side,  thus  to  cot  off  the  retreat  of  the* 
bear  ;  and  a  short  time  having  been  idlowed  fi>r 
this  nnuuBUvrey  both  the  hunters  began  to  pene- 
trate into  its  depths.  In  his  left  hand,  Harold 
carried  his  unloaded  rifle,  and  in  his  right,  a 
short  woodman's  axe,,  which,  in  the  morning,  he 
had  stuck  in  his  belt  instead  of  the  buntiiig 
falchion  at  that  period  commonly  worn  by  the 
gentry.  With  eager  but  wary  eyes  he  peered 
into  every  bush;,  now  the  mstle  ofadepartii^ 
bkd  would  make  him.  thiidc  he  was  on  the  lair  of 
the  sha^^  beast,  and  now  a  decayed  root 
deceived  him  for  a  moment  into  the  belief  that 
he  beheld  hia  hit  king  foe.  Harold  was  bra^' 
as^  the  most  courageous,  ai^  wished  nothing 
more  than  to  meet  the  monster  face ,  to  fade;  but 
he  felt  the  nervousness  which  the  bravest  feel' 
when  in  the  presence  of  certun,  but  unseetf ' 
danger,  and  dbubtfid  from  which  quarter  it  wil^ 
break  fcnrth.  And  now,  full  in  front  of  hiid,  the 
crackling  branches  gave  way  before  fhe  advance^ 
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of  some  animal^  and  he  st^od  siill,  prepared  to 
strike ;  tiiie  thick  boughs  were  psshed  aeide>  a 
lancets  point  was  presented  at  his  <  breast,  and  the 
valiant  Christie  was  within  an  ace  of  running  his 
master  through  the  body.     Having  recovered 
themselves  without  loss  of  timci  they  proceeded 
to  search  the  thicket  in  company,  and  satisfac- 
torily proved  that  no  bear  lay  there  concealed. 
Being,  however,  only  excited  by  the  disappoint* 
ment,  they  pushed  on  to  the  ntext  jungle,  whiqh 
they  entered  with  desperate  resolution.     In  the 
very:  centre  of  this  cover  was  an  open  space  of 
several  yards  in  extent^  which,  as  soon  as  they 
reached,  they  found  to  be  already  occupied  by 
the  bear.     He  was'  standing  with  his  eyes  fixed 
OR  Cbe  spot  where  they  stood,  just  ready  to  close 
with  him;    his    attitude    bespoke    the  utmost 
wariness  and  attaation ;  and  the  hunters,  fearing 
he  would  again  betake  himself  .to  flight,  made  a 
pause,  and  appeared  irresolute  whether  to  ad- 
vance, or  retire.     Thia  they  knew  was  the  bes^ 
means  of  enticing  the  beast  to   maintain   his 
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ground.  The  whole  group  stood  gazing  on 
each  other  for  some  moments,  the  bear  contma- 
ing  to  utter  a  low  angry  growl ;  at  length, 
finding  his  opponents  pnwilling  to  attack  him, 
he  commenced  tearing  up  the  earth  with  his  feet, 
and  growling  louder  and  louder,  until  haviag 
worked  himself  into  a  moderate  fiiry,  he  drew 
nigh  to  the  wary  hunters,  who  prepared  to 
receive  him.  Whilst  Harold  thought  that  the 
bear  was  about  to  turn  and  fiee,  he  regretted 
that  his  gun  was  unloaded,  but  now  perceiving  a 
contrary  disposition,  his  high  spirit  rejoiced  at 
the  prospect  of  a  closer  combat  There  is  a 
stern  pleasure  in  bestowing  fierce  knocks  on  a 
courageous  foe,  that  gives  to  war  unspeakable 
charms  for  a  savage  people.  The  policy  of 
states,  and  the  mild  check  of  religion,  have 
subdued  in  us  that  feeling  which  still  lies  lurking 
in  the  human  breast. 

The  bear  approached,  at  first  slowly,  but  soon 
made  a  rush  at  Harold,  rearing  himself  a  little 
on  his  hinder  legs,  but  not  standing  upright,  as 
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be  IB  generally  represented  in  his  portraits ;  just 
then  Christie  dashed  forward,  and  drove  at  him 
with  his  lance,  which  passed  through  the  uppei* 
part  of  his  neck,  but  without  doing  any  serious 
ibischief ;  whilst  Christie  himself,  carried  op  by 
the  force  of  the  stroke,  actually  fell  across  the 
body  of  the  beast,  which,  luckily  for  him,  was 
that  moment  directing  its  most  serious  efforte 
against  its  other  enemy.  Harold  having  dealt 
two  or  three  good  blows  upon  its  head  and  paws 
widb  his  sharp  axe,  was  glad  to  spring  on  one 
side;  and  the  bear  turning  its  attention  to 
Christie,  before  he  had  time  to  recover  himself, 
sueeeeded  in  fisdrly  upsetting  him,  and  would,  no 
doubt,  soon  have  effectually  checked  his  passion 
for  field  sports ;  but  his  master  eoming  to  his 
aid,  liestowed  on  the  monster  so  tremendous 
ft^blow,  that,  had  not  his  frontal  bone  been  (^ 
the  texture  of  adamant,  all  die  brains  he  ever 
possessed  must  sorely  then  have  found  a  vent. 
As  it  was,  it  made  the  fire  fiash  from  the  annual's 
•die  remaimng  eye;  and  instantly  quitting  hii 
roL.  n*  Ik 
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Men  enemy,  he  rushed  upon  Harold  before  he 
had  time  to  get  out  of  the  way,  and  overthrew 
him  in  bis  turn.*  But  now  Christie  wfts  readj, 
to  repay  the  assistance  he  had  received^  and 
snatching  up  his  spear,  drove  it  behind  the 
shoulder-blade  of  the  bear,  even  down  to  bia 
heart;  the  beast  writhed  round  towards  this 
i^ew  assailant,  and  Harold  rolled  from  under  his 
paws,  and  grasping  his  axe,  gave  him  a  tjufiX 
blow  behind  the  ear,  that  stretched  him  lifeless 
on  the  plain,  a^d  ended  this  desperate  convict,. 
In  facti  the  struggle  was  of  very  short  dura- 
tion, though  life  and  death  were  several  times, 
evenly  poised  in  the  balance;  and  the  ^wo 
hunters  having  ascertained  that  neither  of  them 
was  very  seriously  injured,  proceeded  to  dispose 
of  the  booty.  Harold  first  severed  the  head  with 
his  axe,  and  then  they  contrived  to  drag  the 
body  into  the  thickest  part  of  the  cover,  wherq 
they  carefuUy  concealed  it  beneath  boughs  aad 

*  I  believe  the  l>ear  never  uses  his  teeth  until  his  vietim  is 
Isid  prostnUe. 
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earth.  The  head  was  rolled  up  in  the  outer 
jacket  of  Christie ;  and  being  secured  by  a  cord, 
was  suspended  to  the  spear,  and  borne  on  the 
shoulder  of  that  exulting  hero. 

The  increasing  uproar  announced  the  approach 
of  the  other  hunters,  and  therefore  Harold  and 
his  followers  hastened  away  from  the  scene  of 
their  triumph,  and  shortly  rejoined  theur  com* 
rades* 

The  chace  was  now  almost  over;  the  men 
were  all  crowding  to  the  shore  of  the  lake,  and 
wolves,  and  lynxes,  and  hares  without  number, 
were  despatched  on  all  sides  with  savage  exulta- 
tion. Two  bears  had  also  been  shot,  and  every 
one  was  satisfied  with  the  day's  sport,  but  those 
suitors  who  had  hoped  to  encounter  the  bjom 
with  the  single  eye.  Having  searched  the 
woods  in  vain,  they  returned  gloomily  to  the 
Jager-master,  who  stood  dividing  the  spoil, 
and  who  rejoiced  that  the  noted  bear  was  not 
among  the  dead,  since  Jan  Funensen  had  failed 
to  destroy  it.  Every  thing  being  satisfactorily 
L  2 
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ammgedy  tlie  hunters  gave  a  shout  for  fte^ 
honour  of  old  Norway,  and  then  dispersed  ta 
their  respective  homes. 

The  feast  at  the  house  of  Wolfinger  this 
evening  was  beyond  measure  grand  and  im-^ 
posing.  A  bear's  head  was  served  up  at  eitheir 
end  of  the  groaning  board,  and  sundry  paws 
found  their  places  where  fortune  or  the  taste  of 
the  servitors  decreed.  In  short,  nothing  could 
exceed  the  magnificence  of  the  entertainment ; 
and  as  Wolfinger  sat  in  his  high  chair  at  one 
extremity  of  the  room,  surrounded  by  his  friends 
and  dependants,  he  confessed  to  himself  that  he 
was  indeed  a  person  of  no  trifling  importance. 
His  beautiful  daughter  sat  nigh  him,  and  the 
most  honourable  of  his  guests  crowded  closely 
to  this  end  of  the  table.  Harold,  who  was  also 
present,  thought  proper  to  take  a  less  enviable 

seat. 

After  the  dishes  had  been  removed,  and  the 
table  wiped,  and,  where  necessary,  washed,  the 
mighty  Wolfinger  filled  his  goblet  to  the  brim. 
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and  quaffed  it  to  ''Gamle  Norge!***~a  toast 
that  vntB  received  widi  the  loudest  enthusiasm^ 
When  the  hubbub  had  subsided^  there  aros6 
a  venerable  man^  with  a  fine  hale  countenance^ 
wfao^  without  any  preface,  gave  the  health  of  the 
Jager-master.  The  applause  which  succeeded 
was  beyond  all  precedent — the  rafters  rang  with 
the  sound;  the  table  tottered  beneath  the  drum^ 
tning  of  heavy  fists;  and  one  of  the  benches, 
yielding  to  the  kicks  and  pushes  of  those  whom 
it  sustained,  fell  to  the  floor,  and  laid  six  or 
seiTiefi  of  the  guests  on  their  backs.  When  the 
ttproar  had  ceased,  and  no  one  seemed  inclined 
to  propose  any  more  toasts,  every  man  began 
i^  talk  of  the  exjdoits  he  had  performed  in  the 
odurse  of  the  day.  Not  one  but  had  mortally 
wounded  several  bears,  which  unluckily  effected 
tiieir  eseape,  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  co* 
operation  on  the  part  of  his  comrades.  Many 
jeers,  <^  course,  were  passed  on  those  who  had 
QOl  distinguished  themselves  by  the  dexterous 

•  dd  Norway. 
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me  of  their  guns;  *'but  as  for  you,  Harold^" 
observed  an  acquaintance  who  sat  opponte^ 
''you  ran  from  the  hold  of  the  bear  rather 

fiister  than** **than   you   ran   towards  it,** 

interrupted  another.  Harold  replied  not;  but 
the  unusual  circumstance  of  his  having  fSuled 
to  distinguish  himself  that  day  had  excited  the 
surprise  of  many  present*  Now  observing  that 
Lelah  and  the  rest  of  the  ladies  were  abov^ 
to  withdraw,  he  arose  from  bis  seat,  and  striking 
the  table  with  the  handle  of  his  dish,  seemed 
to  solicit  a  bearing — ^which  was  immediate 
vouchsafed  by  the  wondering  assembly.  '*  Nohk 
kinsman!'*  he  began,  **  friends,  and  compeers 
all !  I  crave  your  ear  a  few  moments.  Ye  no 
doubt  have  all  heard  that  no  longer  past  than 
yesterday,  the  lord  of  Beomdallen  promised  die 
hand  of  yonder  fair  maiden,  his  daughter,  to 
whomsoever  should  kill  the  slag-bjbm,  which 
has  lately  been  ravaging  your  herds  on*  die 
neighbouring  hills.  Ye  know  the  beast — that 
he  was  sighUess  of  one  eye — here  is  his  head ; 
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with  ttils  ftxe  wis  he  situn.  Noble  Idrismtti ! 
ftienda  and  coinpeersi  do  me  justice— see  me 
¥igh€^d.^  lie  ceased;  and  ihe  faithfhl  Christie 
advancing  from  the  lower  end  of  the  room, 
threw  his  burden,  with  a  loud  crash,  oh  the 
table  in  the  midst  of  the  guests.  The  head  Was 
soon  recognised,  and  numerous  toices  lauded 
the  gallant  action  of  young  Harold.  Every 
tongue  was  busy,  arguing,  wondering,  admiring ; 
but  Wolfinger  remained  in  gloomy  silence, 
considering  how  he  might  etade  the  toil  whidi 
he  had  spread  for  himself.  Lielah,  widi  one 
or  two  female  friends,  left  the  room,  but  as  she 
passed  the  doorway,  she  directed  her  handmaid, 
Nora,  to  remain.  At  last,  every  one  seemed 
desirous  of  hearing  the  decition  of  the  lord  of 
Beomdallen;  and  thus  he  spoke,  addressing 
himself  to  the  victorious  hunter  t — **  Young  man ! 
you  have  undoubtedly  done  a  brave  ihing  in 
ikying  the  slag-bjSm;  but  how  that  Should 
entitle  thee  to  the  meed  you  have  just  demanded, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture.    Were  the  words 
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^ott  mention  addressed  to  you?  I  lyipeal  to 
jthese  my  guests,  if  they  were  not  confiiied-1» 
those  who  then  sat  about  me.**  Seveeal  rmeeu 
immediately  confirmed  this  avowal,  and  Woifin- 
ger  proceeded — *^  No,  young  man !  my  daught^s 
hand  is  not  to  be  so  easily  won.  It  is,  more* 
over,—- and  I  here  proclaim  it  aloud, — already 
promised  to  this  noble  firiend,**  laying  his  hand 
on  the  shoulder  of  Jan  Funensen;  ^*and  if 
Lelah  refiise  to  accept  of  him,  she  shall  have 
none  other  among  you  until  he  do  something 
.worthier  of  her  than  the  poor  slaughter  of  ^ 
Jbear«  As  for  you,  Harold  Wengern,  strong 
though  you  be,  and  fierce  though  you  look  with 
your  woodman's  axe,  I  swear  by  the  soul  of  my 
father,  you  shall  never  wed  daughter  x>f  mine 
unless  you  can  cut  down  the  wood  of  Brokne^ 
in  a  couple  of  days." 

Poor  Harold  could  say  nothing  agamst  this 
decree,  but  drooped  his  head  in  the  bitterness 
of  despondency,  whilst  a  low  murmur  ran  round 
the  inferior  portion  of  the  table.    Those  also 
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Ittt  die  tipper  end  began  to  debate  among  them- 
9t]vm,  and  several  swore  that  if  Lelah's  hand 
nu^t  be  won  by  the  felling  of  timber,  she 
would  scarcely  come  to  the  lot  of  Harold:  in 
short,  the  dispute  at  length  ended  with  the 
pnnmse  of  Wolfinger,  that  if  his  daughter  should 
^solutely  refuse  the  hand  of  Funensen,  she 
should  be  given  to  him  who,  in  the  space  of 
two  days,  might  be  found  to  have  felled  the 
greatest  number  of  trees ;  "  but,"  he  concluded, 
*^I  must  respect  my  oath,  and  the  wood  of 
Brokner  still  belongs  to  Harold  Wengem." 
He  was  Aot,  indeed,  dissatisfied  with  this 
arrangement,  as  he  fancied  it  would  further  the 
views  of  his  favourite  candidate.  The  followmg 
day  but  one  was  fixed  for  the  commencement  of 
the  trial. 

Harold  returned  to  his  home  in  the  agonies 
of  despair ;  but  yet  he  did  not  upbraid  so  loudly 
the  injustice  ^of  Wolfinger  as  might  have  been 
expected.  Even  in  the  midst  of  his  disappoint- 
ment he  confessed  that  a  father  had  the  right 
l3 
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t»  dbpofe  of  his  daos^ter  as  he  pleased;  and 
diaty  htmewer  unfinrtmiate  he  m^bt  conader 
hinsel^  he  yet  was  not  entitled  to  reproach ; 
an^  indeed,  he  felt  it  to  be  but  too  evident  that 
he  was,  both  in  fortone  and  worth,  infinity 
hnqoalified  to  lay  chum  to  so  inestimable  a.piise. 
As  the  hopelessness  ot  his  cause  became  every 
minute  m(Mre  qf^parent,  and  his  sense  of  it  more 
orerwhelming,  the  unfortunate  Harold  could  not 
refrain  frem  shedding  some  bitter  tears.  Not 
a  riogle  vestige  of  hc^  remained  to  him;  for 
as  to  filling  the  trees  in  Bnduier  wood,  why 
twenty  men  could  not  do  it  in  two  days. 
Neverthdess,  he  resolved  to  convince  Wolfii^r 
that  he  could  [perform  as  much  as  any  oi  bis 
rivals,  and  therefore  determined  to  hack  and 
hew  as  long  as  his  arms  could  wield  the  axe. 

The  important  day  arrived.  At  an  early  ho^r, 
the  suitors  took  the  stations  that  were  respec- 
tively allotted  to  them,  and  fell  to  work  with  all 
their  might  and  msdn  ;<  indeed  it  is  no  wonder 
that  t)iey  strove  right  manfully  to  do  their  best^ 
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when  we  recollect  that  the  pri^  was  the  fiurest 
iiiaiden  and  richest  heiress  in  the  whole  province 
of  Drontheiok  A  good  many  idlers  gathered 
round  the  rifal  candidates,  who  were  working 
together,  and  straggled  hard  against  one 
another ;  but  poor  Harold,  who  laboured  alone^ 
was  only  comforted  by  a  short  visit  from  those 
who  wished  him  success,  but  who  advised  him 
not  to  vex  himself  by  attempting  an  impossibility. 
Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  this  well-meant  counsel, 
he  continued  to  hew  away  silently  and  persever- 
ingly,  seldom  resting  even  for  a  few  moments  t 
his  servant  brought  him  his  frugal  dinner,  and 
was  soon  again  dismissed,  lest  his  presence 
should  cause  his  master  to  idle. 

It  was  evening,  when,  almost  worn  out  with 
fatigue,  he  resolved  to  abandon  the  undertaking; 
his  axe  fell  slower  and  feebler,  and  he  began 
to  pause  very  frequently.  Chancing  to  lift  up 
his  eyes,  he  beheld  his  dear  Lelah  standing  at 
a  little  distance,  observing  him  with  afibctionate 
and  melancholy  interest ;  the  teat  stood  in  her 
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tye,  and  dM|^  stdmsa  orerdiadowed  J»r  iMnt^ 
tiful  fiice,  Harold  threw  awqr  his  aa^afld 
mfnng  to  her  (ude^  '*  Dearest  Lelah  I  ii&  is 
kiadt  AUsl  it  is  of  no  use— you  aie,  indeed 
lout  to  nie«  O  God!  that  it  shoidd.be  soiT 
and  here  the  stout-hearted  Harold  actuaUy  shed 
ft  few  tears.  As  for  po<»r  Lelah,  she  said 
liothingf  but  her  tears  also  flowed  very  £i8t 
I  confess  that  I  hate  your  watery  heroes  and 
heroines,  (things  as  insipid  as  water-melons^) 
ihosei  I  mean,  th^t  are  generally  in  the  dkmals; 
but  I  am  rather  inclined,  on  this  occMupn,  to 
fcrgiye  friend  Harold,  because  he  is  said  to 
have  been  naturally  of  a  manly  and  vigorous 
spirit,  and  yieldedt  no  dpubt^  to  weakness  <Hily 
for  a  moment;  and  a^  for  poor  little  Lelah, 
she  also  is  said  usually  to  have  possessed  a 
cheerful  and  ai^ry  temper;  but  at  any  rate,  it  is 
4)uite  impossible  to  scold  her:  she  must  at  that 
n^oment,  th^  pearly  drops  silently  gUding  over 
her  cheeks,  havipg  burst  through  the  downcast 
f  yelids,  hav^  looked  so;  very  beautiful.     I  iimk 
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both  yon  and  I  must  have  shed  tears  also,  had 
^we  seen  her  in  such  distress. 

Thanks  to  the  force  of  nature,  Harold  soon 
recovered  his  usual  flow  of  impudence,  for  I 
belfeve  he  had  not  cried  more  than  half  a  minute 
before  he  fell  to  kissing. 

When  he  had  succeeded  in  calming,  in  some 
degree,  the  troubled  spirits  of  his  fair  mistress, 
she  told  him  the  purpose  of  her  coming.  **  I 
have  brought  you  some  food,  Harold,  for  you 
must  be  sadly  exhausted ;  sit  down,  and  eat.*' 
She  produced  her  store,  and  the  lovers  sat  on 
the  prostrate  trunk  of  a  tree ;  Harold  partook 
of  the  refreshment,  whilst  Lelah  sat  by,  and 
talked  to  him  in  her  low,  sweet  voice.  When 
he  had  eaten  about  half  of  the  provision,  he 
suddenly  abstained :  "  Hold !"  said  the  exem- 
plary youth,  *^  this  is  the  walk  of  the  Goodman 
of  the  forest,  and  I  must  share  my  supper  with 
him."  Lelah  of  course  could  not  object  to  this 
very  proper  determination,  but  she  reproached 
herself  for  not  having  provided  a  meal  sufficient 
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for  twO|  and  resolved  to  bring  a  porringer  on 
the  following  evening  for  the  especial  enterti^n* 
nent  of  the  demon  of  the  forest,  whose  wrath 
would  undoubtedly  be  excited  by  any  neglect. 

Haying  deposited  the  remaining  half  of  his 
supper  at  the  foot  of  a  tall  pine,  leaving  a  spoon 
conveniently  placed  beside  it,  the  pious  Harold 
escorted  his  companion  on  her  way  home ;  and 
having  parted  from  her  when  he  durst  attend 
her  no  further,  he  hastened  to  betake  hims^ 
to  his  lowly  couch. 

The  other  suitors  also,  about  the  sane  time, 
vrithdrew  from  their  toil,  but,  unlike  the  good 
Harold,  omitted  to  share  their  evening  meal 
with  the  guardian  spirit  of  the  forest 

The  next  morning  all  were  again  at  wori^ 
and  continued  to  labour  even  to  the  close  of 
day.  When  Harold  returned  to  the  spot  where 
he  had  lefl  the  bowl,  on  the  preceding  evening, 
he  found  it  not  only  empty  but  carefully  washed, 
and  the  spoon  also  placed  within  it.  This  made 
him  congratulate  himself  on  the  step  he  had 
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tftkoii  at  it  riiowed  Umt  the  demon  was  weU 
pleased  with  his  share  of  the  iKieal. 

And  now  tte  deep  shade  of  eveningi  oTer^ 
spread  the  earth,  and  Harold  expected  impa^ 
liently  the  promised  visit  of  Lelah— but  he  was 
disappointed ;  she  was  prevented  by  her  father 
from  leaving  the  house,  and  sent  her  £Euthful 
Nora  to  convey  the  intelligence,  and  also  two 
substantial  bowls  of  porridge,  intended  for  the 
Slipper  of  Harold,  and  the  Goodman  of  the 
forest.  Having  delivered  her  message,  and 
its  accompaniments,  Nora  retired,  and  Harold, 
seating  himself  with  a  deep  sigh  on  the  fallen 
trunk  of  a  pine,  proceeded  to  despatch  his  cheer- 
less  meal.  Whilst  thus  engaged,  he  heard 
some  one  cough  close  beside  him,  and  looking 
up,  beheld  a  little  shrivelled  old  man,  habited 
like  a  peasant,  sitting  on  the  same  trunk  with 
himself,  and  only  a  few  feet  apart.  He  wsa 
so  very  little,  that  Harold  had  never  seen  a 
man  so  diminutive,  and  his  sharp  grey  eyes 
were  fixed  with  so  intent  and  searching  a  gaze 
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00  tbe  oountenaooe  q(  our  astonished  wootoaoy 
that  his  cheeks  bUndied  and  his  heaii  qf^lSUfA 
beneath  the  scrutiny.  Neither  spoke  lor  sooei^ 
moments,  and  Harold's  hand  shook  so  yiolea^tl]!^ 
that  it  could  scarcely  retain  the  bowl  within  its 
grasp,  whilst  the  little  withered  old  man  Ofm^^ 
nued  to  stare  at  him  with  the  most  afqpaBiog 
freedom.  At  length,  a  shrill  aracked  voioe 
demanded — "Have  you  no  supper  6x  met" 
and  Harold,  who  was  at  no  loss  to  ascertain  Ae 
quality  of  his  companion,  replied  with  some 
hesitation — "Yes,  Goodman! — ^a  fine  bowl  <rf 
porridge — here  it  is."  So  saying,  with  cofisi<* 
derable  trepidation  he  rose  up,  and  placed  tbe 
food  within  reach  of  the  little  man,  who  instantly 
seized  on  it,  and  set  about  swallowing  it  with 
the  greatest  avidity.  Each  party  despatched  his 
supper  in  silence ;  that  concluded,  the  old  man 
set  down  his  bowl  with  a  profound  sigh,  and 
after  a  short  pause,  thus  addressed  the  doubting 
Harold — "  You  are  a  worthy  youth ;  your  por* 
ridge  is  good ;  you  have  worked  hard  all  day— ^ 
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ga  home ;  leave  me  your  axe — go  !**  Haroid  im^ 
Haediately  did  as  he  was  commanded;  and  having 
raaide  hii^  best  bow,  retreated  with  all  speed, 
wtilch  increased  with  his  fears,  and  his  fears 
with  the  rapidity  of  his  motion.  Having  arrived 
in  safety  at  home,  though  not  a  little  exhausted, 
be  blessed  himself  repeatedly,  and  thanked  his 
guardian  angel  with  the  greatest  sincerity  for 
his  ^fscape  from  the  fangs  of  that  little  withered 
dd  man. 

In  Wolfinger's  house  there  was  gaiety  and 
feasting,  though  the  brow  of  the  master  was 
somewhat  clouded,  in  consequence  of  the  in* 
flexible  determination  of  his  daughter  not  to 
accq>t  for  a  husband  the  malevolent  Jan  Fu- 
naisen,  who,  equally  indignant,  had  already 
departed  for  his  own  abode.  The  suitors  unani- 
mously agreed  to  drink  deep  this  evening,  the 
last  they  would  probably  spend  together  for 
some  time ;  and  one  of  them  proposed  a  toast, 
which  was  quaffed  cheerfully  by  all—"  To  the 
most  fortunate!" 
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The  aaioatit  of  their  respective  laboars  vms 
to  be  aso^tained  the  fonowing  momingi  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  there  were  many  disputes  as 
to  the  probable  victor.  Some  person  present 
stated  that  he  believed  Hans  Muskau  to  hav6 
fdled  the  greatest  number  of  trees;  but  he 
added,  that  havmg  passed  by  the  wood  of 
Brokner  after  dusk,  he  heard  the  axe  of  Harold 
still  going  at  a  most  prodigious  rate.  Many 
laughed  aloud  at  the  idea  of  the  young  hunter 
eontinuing  his  exertions  in  the  dark ;  but  Wdfin- 
ger  (his  hopes  for  Jan  Funensen  being  crushed) 
seemed  rather  touched  by  the  repeated  proo6 
of  hk  young  kinsman's  devoted  attachment  to 
tjelah.  He  knew  him  to  be  sincere,  and  be 
rather  believed  that  the  passion  of  the  other 
suitors  was  not  a  little  inflamed  by  the  circum- 
stance of  his  daughter  being  heiress  of  Beom^ 
dallen. 

Morning  at  last  arrived,  and  Harold  early 
repaired  to  the  wood  of  Brokner,  in  order  to 
count  the  number  of  trees  he  had  felled.    As  he 
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apprpacbed  the  spot  he  began  to  tbiiric  he  must 
^rtaii^y  have  forgotten  the  neighbourhood,  so 
entirely  was  the  £sice  of  the  country  changed. 
IVhere  yesterday  waved  an  extensive  wood  was 
now  only  a  wide  plain^  covered  over  with  the 
trunks  of  trees  ready  barked,  and  apparently 
waiting  for  transportation  to  the  neighbouring 
jstarcaol,  which  would  convey  them  to  a  larger 
river,  and  it,  in  turn,  bear  them  to  the  destined 
port.  Filled  with  the  highest  wonder,  Harc^ 
passed  on  to  the  spot  where  he  had  supped  om 
%h^  previous  evening;  and  here  he  foigid  his 
ase,  the  head  of  which  was  almost  worn  away  by 
the  use  that  had  lately  been  made  of  it  He  was 
now  at  no  loss  to  perceive  that  the  demon  of  the 
barest  had  done  him  this  act  of  kindness,  in 
return  for  the  suppers  he  had  received,  and  with 
a>gratefhl  heart  he  loudly  expressed  his  thaidcs. 

It  was  still  early  in  the  morning,  when  Wol- 
lintger  informed  his  daughter  that  she  must 
inevitably  make  up  her  mind  to  accept  of  one  of 
her  suitors  this  day ;  and  desired  her  to  attend 
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him  into  the  grtat  hall,  or  banqaetifig-TOom— ^ 
command  whkh  she  obeyed  with  a  sinkmg  hearty 
but  yet  with  the  firmest  intention  of  enduriag 
«very  extremity  rather  than  forsake  her  ovm 
dear  Harold 

Wolfinger  led  his  daughter  to  a  high  seat  At 
the  upper  end  of  the  hall,  and  placed  himself  bf 
her ;  the  suitors,  and  a  crowd  of  curious  friends 
ami  neighbours,  occupied  the  body  of  the  roomv 
.After  a  little  while,  it  was  declared  by  the 
examiners,  and  admitted  by  all,  that  Hand 
Mudcau  had  felled  the  greatest  number  of  ^^es. 
There  was  a  deep  pause;  no  one  uttered  an 
accldm — no  one  seemed  to  rejoice.  Lekh  sat 
perfectly  motionless.  Then  at  length  did  Wol- 
finger open  his  august  lips,  and  thus  said: — **  I 
have  sworn,  and  will  perform  t  the  oath  df  h 
Norwegian  is  not  to  be  broken.  Hans  Muskau, 
Igive  you  my  daughter — who  shall  gl^sajf 
me?"  Lelah  started  up  in  her  seat;  hl^r  ey^- 
sparkled,  her  cheek  flushed ;  but  befof^  ^^ 
could  utter  a  word,  a  gallant  youth  stqpped^^A 
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from  the  crowd,  and  thus  spake  the  bold 
Harold  t—''  That  will  I,  Lord  of  BeomdaUent 
I  gainsay  thee.  Lelah  is  mine !  By  the  promise 
you  made  in  this  very  hall,  by  the  oath  you  bare 
solemnly  sworn,  by  the  reverence  you  entertain 
for  justice,  faith,  and  honour — Lelah  is  mine  I  ^ 
The  wood  of  Brokner  is  cut  down/"  "  Brokner 
wood  cut  down !"  exclaimed  every  voice  in  the 
assembly ;  **  impossible !  quite  impossible  !**  ^^  By 
my  faith  I  will  see,"  cried  Wolfinger;  and 
instantly  hurried  forth,  followed  by  every  soul 
in  the  room,  except  the  lovers,  who  were  left  to 
their  own  meditations,  and  no  doubt  spent  the 
time  infinitely  to  their  satisfaction. 

The  party  returned,  filled  with  amazement. 
"  Harold !"  exclauned  Wolfinger,  as  he  advanced 
toward  the  young  people,  ^'  you  are  befriended 
by  the  invisible.  The  dark  man  of  the  forest 
has  been  working  for  you.  I  contend  not  vnth. 
the  immortals.  You  are  my  son — ^you,  and  you 
os^^,  are  worthy  of  Lelah ;  take  her,  and  GodV 
blessing  be  on  you  both,  my  bonnie  childreaf' 
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At  the  conclmion  of  this  speech^  every  man  and 
woman  within  hearing  (except  the  disappointed 
rivals)  shouted  for  joy.  The  news  quickly 
spread  up  the  valley;  each  peasant  snatched  up 
his  gun,  and  fired  a  salute  as  he  ran  toward  the 
house  of  his  lord,  where  a  joyful  group  was  soon 
congregated* 

"  Harold  T  said  Wolfinger,  "  my  oath  forbids 
me  to  stretch  forth  my  hand  in  friendship 
towards  yours ;  but  if  yours  be  extended  towards 
mine,  there  is  no  reason  why  I  should  not  shake 
it.**  The  hearty  embrace  which  followed  these 
words  was  the  commencement  of  that  cordial 
friendship  which  thenceforth  bound  together 
these  two  lofty  spirits,  until,  many  years  after, 
4eath  stepped  in,  and  severed  the  link. 

The  wedding  was  celebrated  the  very  next 
day.  The  sun  shone  in  the  most  auspicious 
manner;  the  birds  sang  their  liveliest  strains; 
the  mountains  reverberated  with  the  reports  of 
the  guns ;  and  an  universal  joy  pervaded  the 
whole  district  of  Beomdallen.    Soon  after  ten 
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ofclock  a  long  file  of  invited  guests  might  be 
seea  winding  down  the  side  of  the  valley  on 
horseback,  many  bearing  their  ladies  behind 
them  on  immense  pillions,  that  rivalled  the 
howdah  of  an  eastern  elephant.  When  these 
had  dismounted,  and  partaken  of  refreshment  in 
the  house  of  gladness,  the  order  of  the  march  to 
the  church  was  finally  settled.  First,  proceeded 
the  bride  and  bridegroom,  she  trembling  and 
baabfulf  he  also  disturbed  though  elated;  then 
came  the  self-satisfied  Wolfinger,  and  his  most 
important  guest ;  the  rest  followed  according  to 
their  rank,  and  the  rear  was  brought  up  by  all 
the  men  and  women,  and  boys  and  girls  of  the 
district. 

Never  was  there  a  more  popular  couple ;  both 
parties  were  universally  beloved  by  all  classes. 

The  little  church,  with  its  red  roof  and  spire, 
was  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  valley,  with  a 
few  pretty  cottages  congregated  about  it.  Here, 
at^last,  were  the  doubts  and  fears  of  the  fidthful 
coi;qple  for  ever  set  at  rest ;  and  the  brave  Hardd 


Digitized 


by  Google 


240  ASyVERtURKS  IK 

and  the  beautiful  Lelah^amid  the  silent  blessings 
of  the  watchful  throng,  offered  up  to  heaven 
their  pure  vows  of  fidelity  and  truth. 

But  who  shall  describe  the  wedding-feast? 
Such  eating  and  drinking,  such  shouting  and 
singing,  and  laughing  and  quaffing,  as  never 
before  were  known  in  the  vale  of  Beomdallen* 
And  then  all  those  who  could  see  or  stand  were 
called  upon  to  dance ;  and  in  accordance  vrith 
established  custom,  the  bride,  led  out  by  the 
most  distinguished  of  the  company,  gracefully 
opened  the  ball. 

The  revelry  continued  long  after  the  principal 
personages  had  retired;  but  here  I  must  close 
my  narrative,  as  I  am  not  acquainted  with 
another  circumstance  relating  to  the  fortiuies  of 
Harold  and  Lelah ;  except  that  every  SaturdajF 
evening  in  vrinter,  during  his  life,  the  former 
caused  a  large  bowl  of  porridge  to  be  taken  to  a 
certain  spot  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  dweUiiig, 
in  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  aervioea  ^ 
the  Forest  Demcm* 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

THE  SILVER  MINE   OF   K0N6SBERG. 

In  reperusing  my  journal  I  find  so  little 
variety  in  my  daily  adventures,  that  I  fear  to 
exercise  the  patience  of  the  reader  much  longer; 
I  mean^^  therefore,  to  conduct  him  rapidly  to 
Kongsberg,  where  he  shall  accompany  me  in  my 
viftit  to  <he  famous  silver  mine,  which,  however 
valuable  in  former  times,  is  now  of  little  import- 
ance, and  but  trifling  interest 

I  passed  down  to  the  south,  in  nearly  a  direct 
course,  through  a  rugged  country,  which  pro- 
bably will  be  the  last  to  afibrd  travellers  the 

y^li.  II.  M 
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aocommodation  of  those  execrable  machines  that 
go  whizzing,  smokiogs  and  groaning  along  their 
iron  path — and  which  I  piously  hope  may 
reward  those  who  so  madly  engage  in  them^Hrith 
the  fortune  that  common  sense  would  lead  us  to 
expect. 

The  day  on  which  I  reached  Kongsbergt  I 
walked  for  many  hours  down  a  very  noMe  valleyy 
having  on  my  left  hand  a  line  of  mountains  close 
beside  me«  and  on  my  right  a  broad  river^  with 
its  bed  of  black  rocks  and  frequent  fiills; 
and  beyond  it,  ranges  of  fine  mountldns. 
Some  of  these  were  very  lofty,  and  afford 
many  openings,  which  showed  a  wild  and 
rugged  country  beyond.  The  sun  shone  bright, 
but  there  were  incessant  storms  of  snow  or 
hall  scudding  about  in  every  direction,  add  as 
these  drove  past  the  sides  of  the  towering  Uaick 
mountains,  softiening  their  gloomy  sternness  with 
a  veil,  light  and  transparent  as  gossamer,  they 
gave  to  the  solitary  scene  a  charm  and  w^ery 
that  no  heart  could  have  resisted; 
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Such  was  the  immediate  scene ;  in  the  distance, 
to  the  far  west^  like  wave  heaving  over  wave^  was 
a  sea  of  snow-covered  heights. 

1  eame  as  unexpectedly  on  Kongsberg  as 
upon  ChrisUania.  It  is  situated  in  a  deep  valleyi 
with  high  mountains  about  it  on  all  sides ;  and 
the  river  Laugen  running  through  it.  I  had 
some  difficulty  in  discovering  the  house  of  enter- 
iaimnent  (kept  by  one  Madame  Hindts),  there 
being  no  external  sign  or  indication  by  which  to 
distinguish  it. 

There  is  a  pretty  waterfall  in  the  town,  above 
which,  during  the  middle  of  the  day,  a  beautiful 
arch  is  farmed  by  the  rays  of  the  sun ;  and 
whoever  stands  on  a  rock  beside  the  fiill,  will 
then  have  a  halo  of  gloryj^encompassing  his  head- 

I  was  told  by  Mr.  Steinstrop,  the  director  of 
the  mines — to  whose  politeness  I  am  indebted 
for  several  civilities — that  the  wolves  and  other 
beasts  of  prey  are  very  i^entiful  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood ;  the  former  sometimes  running  through 
the  whole  length  of  the  town  at  mid-day,  and 
M  2 
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carrying  off  doga  or  cats,  or  any  ottier  animals 
they  happen  to  meet  with. 

The  silver  mine  is  called  Armen  gf&be  (the 
mine  Armen),  and  is  two  or  three  miles  distant 
from  Kongsberg,  high  up  one  of  the  neighbour- 
ing mountains. 

Having  obtained  the  necessary  permission  from 
the  director,  together  with  particular  instructions 
as  to  the  road  I  ought  to  pursue,  I  set  out  one 
morning  for  the  mine ;  and  having  been  told  that 
I  had  nothing  to  do  but  "  keep  to  the  right 
hand,"  rigidly  pursued  that  direction,  labouring 
up  the  high  mountain  for  several  hours  without 
discovering  any  symptoms  of  what  I  sought,  and 
execrating  that  curiosity  which  led  me  to  en- 
counter so  many  toils. 

I  did  not  meet  a  soul  to  direct  me,  and  havmg 
wandered  a  considerable  time  in  despair,  turned 
suddenly  to  the  right-about  and  pursued  iuei 
opposite  path.  ^  At  last  I  met  vdth  a  woodsman/ 
whom  I  bribed  to  conduct  me  to  the  mine,  which 
I  reached  several  hours  after  I  ought  to  have 
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done.  At  the  house  of  the  siiger,  or  overseer 
of  the  works^  I  was  provided  vnth  a  guide^  and 
proceeded  in  hb  company  to  the  entrance  into 
the  mine*  This  is  situated  about  half-way  up  a 
highland  steep .  mountain  of  black  rock^  and 
affords  a  narrow  opening  of  about  six  feet  in 
het^t^  that  runs  into  the  bowels  of  the  moun- 
tain In  a  horizontal  direction,  for  the  distance,  I 
should  think,  of  half  a  mile* 

Before  we  entered,  the  guide  furnished  himself 
with  a  torch  of  pine  wood,  and  carried  a  bundle 
of  others  under  his  arm,  ready  to  supply  its 
place.when  consumed. 

The  channel,  or  gallery,  along  which  we 
passed,  was  hewn  out  of  the  hard  rock;  and  we 
walked  on  a  floor  composed  of  the  trunks  of  fir 
trees,  beneath  which  ran  a  loud  gurgling  stream 
of  water,  hurrying  to  the  surface.  Frequently  in 
the  distance  we  heard  the  hollow  sound  of  a 
cascade,  which  made  me  &ncy  we  were  approach^ 
ing  some  fearful  abyss;  but  on  reaching  the 
spotj  it  appeared  that  the  water  poured  down 
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from  above,  at  one  side  of  the  gallery,  and 
passed  into  the  channel  under  our  feet  Tfa^ 
sound  of  these  frequent  falls,  the  glare  of  th^ 
pine  torch  in  the  narrow  rocky  gall^,  th«  eflfect 
of  which  was  heightened  by  the  minar  occa^ 
sionally  striking  the  blazing  wood  against  the 
sides  of  rode — the  appearance  of  the  old  man, 
stalking  before  me  in  his  woollen  jacket  and  red 
nightcap,  the  echo  of  our  measured  steps  in  the 
hollow  way,  and  Ihe  rushing  of  the  water  bmeatfa 
our  feet,  had  altogether  a  very  pleasing  effect. 
Having  reached  the  end  of  the  gallary,  we  Ibund 
a  wide  space  in  which  men  were  engaged  bear- 
ing out  rubbish,  &c.  The  noise  of  the  machine 
that  pumped  up  the  water  from  below,  the  light 
of  many  torches,  and  the  grim  appeacance  of  the 
half-naked  workmen,  ctid  not  &il  to  give  an  air 
of  adventure  to  the  scene,  in  the  (pinion  of  <me 
naturally  of  a  romantic  temperament.  My  guide 
having  stripped  himself  naked  to  his  breeches, 
and  renewed  his  torch,  now  prepared  to  descend 
into  the  shaft  which  leads  to  the  depth,  whence 
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t^  silver  is  obtained.  The  descent  is  accom-^ 
|£$hed  by  ladders.  After  descending  the  first 
faKlder,  we  come  to  a  scaffolding  on  which  it 
rests,  imd  in  which^  at  the  distance  of  two  or 
diree  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  is  a 
small  hole,  tiirough  which  appears  the  top  of  the 
second  ladder;  this  also  rests  on  a  scaffolding, 
where  we  find  the  third  ladder ;  and  so  we  go 
on  eig-zag^ng  down  the  shaft  until  we  get  to 
Hie  very  bottom* 

There  are  about  eighty-five  of  these  ladders, 
of  axteen,  dghteen,  or  twenty  rounds  each  ;  for 
I  had  opportunity  enough  to  count  a  good  many 
of  them.  The  descent  is  sufficiently  laborious ; 
but  to  ascend  these  eighty-five  ladders,  which 
bang  perpendicularly,  is  about  as  arduous  an 
essay  as  I  ever  wish  to  attempt  It  is  an  under- 
taking so  little  relished  by  the  guides  themselves 
that  th^  never  conduct  a  stranger  quite  to  the 
bottom,  down  into  what  is  called  the  depth, 
'  without  the  express  orders  of  the  director. 

As  I  kept  sprawling  down  ladder  after  ladder, 
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each  coated  with  dirt»  and  drinpusi;  withnsoiitui^ 
no  sound  being  heard  but  of  tl|e  asceiidhlj^ 
engine  (which,  though  in  the  same  shafts  wair 
concealed  from  view  by  a  partition  of  boardi^^ 
and  the  scraping  of  shoes  and  pit-patting  • 'Of 
hands  on  the  rounds  of  the  ladders — I  coiM  hot 
help  thinking  that  I  was  not  indeed  the  wibest. 
of  mortals  to  undergo  so  much  toil  only  to  \6ck 
at  a  dark  hole* 

Now  and  then  we  came  to  galleries  that  led^ 
to  veins  which  had  been  worked  out.  At  lengA 
the  atmosphere  became  so  stifling  and  oppressive 
that  I  could  hardly  breathe;  a  sulphury  vapour, 
or  thin,  hot  smoke  pervaded  every  part  of  ^se 
infernal  regions ;  but  still  we  continued  to  ^^ve  ' 
lower  and  lower,  the  air  getting  closer  and  closer, 
and  hotter  and  hotter  at  every  step ;.  and  I  mar- 
velled whither  we  should  arri^  at  last.  And 
now  we  reached  another  gallery,  froia  whidi 
proceeded  a  deep  recess,  the  entrance  into  a 
vein  which  was  then  being  worked ;  into  this  my 
guide  plunged,   and  I  followed,  detenmned  to 
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fg^  U  Imt  wbeievier  he  went  It  was  like  a 
bufffttog  fieiy  furnace ;  I  Aought  the  skin  was 
sQovcfafid  from  off  my  cheeks,  and  the  hair  from 
«ij  eyebrows.  I  covered  my  face  with  my 
handkerchief  as  I  darted  after  the  miner — whom 
I  he^gan  to  look  upon  as  an  infernal  spirit, 
possessed  of  the  properties  of  the  salamander. 
At  the  extremity  of  this  hellish  place,  which 
extended  about  ..twenty  or  thirty  yards,  I  had 
the  satis&ction  to  behold  a  huge  mass  of  burn- 
ing charcoal,  which  had  been  kindled  for  the 
pui^pose  of  softening  the  rock,  or  making  it 
crack,  in  order  to  be  more  easily  blasted.  Per- 
ching there  was  nothing  more  to  be  seen, 
I  ran  back  to  the  gallery  as  fast  as  I  could, 
and  felt  a  mighty  inclination  to  give  my  guide  a 
good  beating  for  conducting  me  to  such  a  spot. 

Again  we  descended,  and  at  last  came  to  the 
very  bottcHoa.  Here  I  entered  one  of  the  open 
vein^  and  beheld  a  specimen  of  that  wealth, 
to  obtain  which  so  many  difficulties  had  been 
encountered.  Through  the  black  rock,  in  a 
m3 
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perpendicular  linet,  ran  a  greyish  sireoh^^ot 
eight  inches  wide;  and  in  this  grey  stralpm^ 
after  attentive  perusal,  ought  be  discerned  several 
small  specks  of  silver.  My  first  enioticm  was 
astonishment.  Great  God!  what  lal^Qur  has 
been  endured  to  reach  these  few  trifling  specks ! 
these  insignificant  particles,  whkh  at  besft  have 
only  an  ideal  value,  and  which  seem  scaxcdy 
worth  picking  from  the  rock.  My  guid^  bad 
seated  himself  at  one  side  of  the  yein^  and  was 
wiping  the  perspiration  firom  his  face  and  brow ; 
I  sat  down  oppo^  him,  and  we  surveyed  each 
other  for  some  moments  in  silence.  I  felt  a 
strong  inclination  to  laugh  in  his  face,  beipg 
greatly  commoved  with  the  idea  of  that  stupeiK 
dous  folly  whidh  bad  brought  me  at  least  i^x 
hundred  yards  below  the  surface  of  the  earth, 
and  now  left  me  nothing  to  do  but  get  biu^k 
again.  Nq  doubt  my  companion  thought  J9e 
a  precious  wiseacre;  and  indeed  he  may  lu^ye 
said  as  much,  for  any  thing  I  know,  as  I  only 
understood  one  word  in  every  six  that  he  littered. 
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I  struck  oat  a  small  piece  of  the  rock  in  which 
the  silver  lies  embedded^  but  my  conductor 
would  not  allow  me  to  take  any  of  the  ore  itself; 
that  being  strictly  forbidden  by  the  manager  of 
the  works.  A  trifling  consideration  would 
probably  have  induced  him  to  have  picked  out 
fbr  me  a  small  lump ;  but  I  cannot  tax  myself 
with  ever  having  bribed  a  man  to  desert  his 
duty  —  not  even  a  custom-house  officer  —  and 
therefore  did  not  try  the  strength  of  his  honesty. 
After  we  had  sat  looking  at  each  other  till 
I  was  tired,  and  the  guide  refreshed,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  other  veins  of  a  similar  character, 
and  then  began  the  work  of  asgending  the 
ladders.  Being  light  and  active,  I  was  more 
than  a  match  for  the  old  miner,  who  was  very 
soon  blown,  and  greatly  exhausted  with  his 
exertions;  and  frequently  paused  to  rest  and 
refresh  himself  with  a  draught  of  brackish 
water;  vessels  full  of  which  were  placed  at 
diffet'ent  stages,  together  with  wooden  benches 
to  repose  on. 
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After  considerable  labour,  I  cmce  more  bid 
the  satis&c^on  to  reach  the  open  air,  ami  pn>^ 
ceeded  to  the  'house  of  the  Stiger,  whare  I  did 
not  fiiil  to  wash  and  purify  myself  as  well,  as 
I  could. 

In  this  mine,  I  believe,  sSl^t  i^  joccasionatfy 
found  in  greater  masses  than  I  had  the  forteme 
to  behold ;  but  I  understood  that  it  now  basely 
repays  the  expense  of  working.  Formarly  very 
large  lumps  of  ore  were  frequently  met  widi^ 
and  there  is  in  the  Museum  at  Copenhagen  a 
piece  weighing  several  hundred  pounds,  which, 
many  years  ago,  was  dug  out  of  this  mine. 

I  returned  to  Kongsberg  after  my  subter* 
ranean  adventures,  and  the  next  morning 
resolved  to  begin  a  march  over  the  mountains 
to  the  north  of  the  town ;  wishing  to  penetrate 
towards  Gousta,  a  famous  mountain  lying  at 
the  distance  of  fifty  or  sixty  nules. 

Accordingly  I  set  forth,  and  clambered  with 
some  difficulty  over  the  first  mountainous  ridge, 
and  descended  on  the  borders  of  a  solitary  pool ; 
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thence  I  passed  odi  through  ddls  of  rock 
ornamented  with  the  pine  tree,  and  through  an 
extensive  mountain  forest,  and  over  another  high 
ridge  to  the  foot  of  a  very  steep  and  lofty  moun- 
tain. Nothing  could  exceed  the  wildness  of  the 
scenery,  and  my  spirits  (as  usual  in  such  cases) 
were  soon  at  the  full  height  of  glad  excitement, 
although  I  could  scarcely  ascertain  the  direction 
in  which  I  ought  to  steer,  and  there  was  not  the 
semblance  of  a  path  to  give  me  aid. 

I  walked  for  some  distance  along  a  brook 
covered  with  frozen  snow;  the  torrent  dashing 
beneath  me.  This  brook  had  worn  for  itself 
a  rough  channel  or  ravine,  which  was  visible  to 
a. vast  height  up  the  side  of  the  mountain ;  and 
thinking  this  offered  the  best  means  of  gaining 
the  summit,  I  began  to  scramble  up  the  bed  of 
the  torrent,  which  was  filled  with  huge  masses 
of  rock,  and  immense  stones  that  had  been 
washed  down,  like  pebbles,  and  lay  tossed 
together  in  confused  heaps.  The  walk  was 
therefore  not  quite  so  easy  or  agreeable  as  I 
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had  anticipated,  but  I  found  it  impdsiftife  to 
penetrate  through  the  dense  forest  on  eadh 
side,  and  continued  to  struggle  up  the  uneven 
ascent. 

After  forcing  my  difficult  way  to  some  heq;k, 
I  came  to  a  glorious  ravine:  huge  Hbnipt 
crags  rose  up  perpendicularly  on  either  sidei 
whose  ledges  were  covered  with  thick  moss, 
and  afforded  a  scanty  hold  for  the  pines  which 
inclined  across  the  chasm.  Icicles  hung  down 
from  the  crags,  and  with  the  snow  at  the  sides 
of  the  torrent  in  whose  bed  I  stood,  contradicted 
that  appearance  of  summer  which  was  effordtd 
by  a  few  straggling  plants,  and  the  fresh  green 
leaves  of  the  pine.  Many  times  I  had  to  draw 
myself  up  the  precipices  of  this  rocky  channel 
by  clinging  to  the  boughs  of  some  overhangmg 
tree,  whose  roots  were  scarce  sufficiently  em- 
bedded to  endure  this  extraordmary  weight. 
As  soon  as  I  perceived  the  forest  to  be  less 
densely  planted,  I  left  the  ravine  and  got  upon 
the  snow,  which  covered  the  whole  sur&ce  of 
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this  pact  of  the  mountain,  and  appeared  to  be 
many  feet  deep.  In  several  places  I  saw  the 
foot-marks  of  a  beast. that  I  conceived  to  be  a 
wolf;  but  as  t  believed  there  were  no  bears  in 
the  neighbourhood,  I  was  indifierent  to  the 
appearance  of  other  animals,  which  I  knew 
vfould  be  quite  as  much  alarmed  at  sight  of  me, 
as  I  of  them.  I  had  left  my  pistols,  together 
with  my  knapsack^  at  Kongsberg,  in  order  that 
I  might  be  quite  unencumbered  in  my  mountain 
expedition*  Had  I  met  with  a  bear  by  any 
chance  (though  such  an  evtot  was  not  probable) 
there  is  no  doubt  Jthat  I  should  have  been  in  a 
most  profound  state  of  alarm.  Once  lOr  twice, 
whilst  passing  an  isolated  rock,  a  white  ptarmi- 
gan would  spring  up  and  whirr  past  me,  causing 
me  to  sweat  with  apprehension ;  and  my  heart 
would  beat  violently  for  several  moments  after 
I  was  convinced  that  there  was  really  nothing  to 
be  afraid  of« 

The  ascent  became  more  and  more  arduous, 
and  I  began  to  despair  of  ever  reaching  the 
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sonnnit,  ^ieh  seemed  to  recede  still  faster  Hi^ii 
I  adtaaeed.  H%her  and  higher  I  cKmbed^ 
toiUng;  and  had  left,  far  behind,  the  region  of 
firs,  and  come  to  that  of  barren  rodks  and 
endless  snow.  In  some  places  the  snow  was 
quite  soft,  and  I  would  suddenly  plunge  in  it 
up  to  my  middle*  and  having  scrambled  out 
again  at  the  expense  of  some  labour,  wouM 
hasten  on,  and  when  just  about  to  attain  the 
summit  of  a  hill  of  frozen  snow,  meet  with 
another  rebuff  and  slip  back  again  frcmi  the  top 
to  the  bottom^  to  the  great  annoyance  of  my 
knees  and  hands,  and  at  no  little  cost  of  good 
humour.  Indeed,  before  I  got  to  the  tq[>  of  die 
mountain  I  was  so  much  exasperated  by  my 
numerous  falls  and  innumerable  bruises,  that 
I  could  scarce  refrain  from  execrating  that  spirit 
of  adventure  and  restless  curiosity  whidi  w^e 
continually  exposing  me  to  troubles  that  never 
fall  to  the  lot  of  men  of  common  sense ; — ^but 
when  I  did  at  length  manage  to  stand  on  the 
summit,   I  thought  myself  repaid  for  all  my. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


THE   NORTH  <N?  EUROPE.  3S7 . 

bruisefrj  troubles^  and  tumbles^  and  would. m(^ 
havo.  changed  places  with  the  most  rational  of 
God's. creatures  that  walked  on  the  level  earth, 
breathing  an  atmosphere  some  thousand  feet 
lower  than  mine.  Before  me  was  a  wilderness 
of  snowy  mountainSi  with  the  superior  Gousta 
in  the  midst; — not  a  house,  nor  a  living  creature 
was  to  be  seen  for  leagues  and  leagues ;  but  all 
was  bleak,  solitary  barrenness.  Turning  round, 
however,  and  looking  over  the  mountains  that 
lay  betwixt  me  and  Kongsberg,  the  scenery, 
though  not  so  awfully,  gloomily  grand,  was 
more  pleasing,  and  more  variedly  picturesque. 
Dark  mountains  of  every  variety  of- shape 
extended  themselves  in  all.  directions,  and 
several  rivers  were  to  be  seen  winding  among 
them;  and  there  were  green  plots. of  land  and 
white  farm  houses,  -  which  the  sun  seemed  to 
strike  with  his  most  dazzling  beams. 

And  there  I  stood,  high  up  as  it  were  above 
the  earth,  and  not  a  fellow-mortal  was  ^thin 
the  range  of  many  leagues.     My  glowing  bosom 
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confessed  a  thousand  ravishing  sensations ;  my 
soul  dilated  within  me,  and  I  gloried  in  the 
magnificence    of   my  temporary  resting-place, 
and  thanked  my  Creator  with  a  gush  of  devo- 
tional gratitude  for  having  bestowed  on  me  those 
feelings  which  ever  awoke  at  the  magic  call  of 
nature,  and,  in  the  midst  of   sorrows,    could 
occasionally  vibrate  with  transporting  joy.     Nor 
less  did  I  thank  thee.  Almighty  God !  for  having 
suffered  me,  though  now  in  the  sear  and  yellow 
leaf,  to  retsdn  and  still  experience  those  emotions 
which  too  commonly  pass  away  with  the  inge- 
nuousness of  youth,  but  which  assure  the  heart 
of  its  alliance  with  something  superior  to  ordi- 
nary clay,  and  recompense  it  for  a  thousand 
privations,  and  render  insignificant  a  thousand 
misfortunes,  and  lift  it  still  higher  in  communion 
with  the  Eternal,  and  suffiise  it  with  a  thousand 
graceful  and  beautiful  hues  that  do  not  perish 
or  fade  until  increasing  worldliness  and  selfish- 
ness have  rusted  its  finer  springs^  covering  it 
with  a  damp  and  noxious  shade,  and  concealing 
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whatever  it  possessed  that  was  estimable  and 
lovely. 

What  boundless  satisfaction  occupied  my 
whole  fabric  as  I  dwelt  on  the  surrounding 
prospect !  I  was  filled  with  a  torrent  of  crowd- 
ing thoughts,  that  hurried  too  swiftly  through 
the  chambers  of  the  mind  to  be  defined  or 
arrested ;  and  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that 
I  quitted  my  lofty  station,  whither  I  never  again 
should  repair. 

I  found  the  descent,  however,  to  be  not  so 
easy  a  proceeding  as  I  had  hoped  to  find  it. 
Frequently  I  came  on  a  sudden  to  the  brink  of 
a  precipice,  and  was  obliged  to  wander  far  out 
of  the  direction  I  wished  to  pursue,  or  lowered 
myself  down  by  the  branches  and  roots  of  trees 
at  the  risk  of  my  neck.  Sometimes  I  slipped 
for  many  yards  down  banks  of  fi*ozen  snow, 
and  was  frequently  in  such  imminent  danger  of 
being  dashed  to  pieces,  that  I  thanked  Heaven 
very  gratefully,  when,  after  several  hours'  exer- 
tion, I  found  myself   safe  at  the  bottom.    I 


Digitized 


by  Google 


900  ADVENTURES  IN 

passed  on  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Gousta— 
a  sketch  of  which  forms  the  frontispiece  to  one 
of  these  volumes — ^where  I  wandered  for  several 
days  amid  scenery  of  a  very  noble  character, 
and  then  returned  by  Bolkesoe  to  Kongsberg. 
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CHAPTE^l  XIII. 


WATERFALLS — LAURVIG. 


Whoever  visits  Kongsberg  ought  to  go  in 
search  of  Laiigerud  Foss,  called  by  the  common 
people  Labro  Foss,  one  of  the  noblest  and  most 
beautiful  falls  in  Norway;  though  not  on  so 
great  a  scale  as  several.*  It  is  on  that  river,  the 
Laiigen,  which  runs  through  Kongsberg,  and  is 
four  or  five  miles  distant  from  the  town ;  and  not 
very  easily  discovered,  being  at  some  distance 
from  any  road. 

*  The  two  most  celebrated  falls  are  Voringfots,  in  the 
Hardanger  mountains,  near  Bergen,  and  Rukanfoss,  near  the 
Oouita  mountain. 
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There  is  a  wonderful  msyesty  and  magnificence 
in  the  rapid  rushing  of  a  mighty  river,  hurrying 
along  with  a  speed  that  almost  mocks  the  eye^ 
until  an  adverse  barrier  of  rock,  intercepting  its 
course,  breaks  it  into  foam,  which  is  tossed  high 
in  the  air,  changing  the  very  atmosphere,  and 
then  permits  it  to  plunge  headlong,  one  broad, 
white  mass,  into  a  deep  gulf  betwixt  immense 
black  rocks,  that  form  an  extraordinary  contrast 
with  the  snowy  storm  they  receive.  Such  is 
Labro  Foss.  A  volume  of  foam  comes  down 
the  first  fall,  into  the  gulf,  tossing  and  leaping 
in  gigantic  gladness,  and  hurries  along  through 
the  deep,  black  channel  of  rocks,  and  meets  with 
another  and  another  fall — ever  flinging  its  vast 
showers  of  spray  high  and  far  into  the  air,  and 
roaring  in  the  excess  of  its  wild  glee.  It  is 
impossible  to  convey  the  faintest  idea  of  this 
majestic  and  glorious  spectacle.  They  who  have 
beheld  the  &lls  of  Switzerland,  can  imagine 
nothing  finer  than  what  they  have  there  wit- 
nessed;  but,  until  they  visit  Norway,  they  can 
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have  no  idea  of  the  sublime  grandeur  of  a 
water&ll.  It  always  appeared  to  my  fancy  that 
the  Swiss  rocks  do  not  sufficiently  chafe  and 
champ  the  water  into  foam,  whilst  those  of 
Norway  seem  to  convert  the  whole  volume  of  the 
stream  into  one  immense  mass  of  froth. 

Close  to  Labro  Foss  is  a  thick  wood  of  pine 
trees,  which,  however,  standing  below  the  fall, 
we  can  overlook,  and  behold  a  line  of  lofty, 
snowy,  serrated  mountains  beyond. 

A  few  miles  south  of  this  fall,  on  the  road 
towards  Laurvig,  is  another,  on  a  little  river 
called  the  Dalo  Elv.  This  is  named  the  Gioge, 
or  Cuckoo  Foss.  There  is  at  this  place  an  abyss 
of  rocks,  a  narrow  gulf,  three  of  whose  sides 
rise  up  abruptly  to  a  great  height,  and  form  a 
gloomy  depth,  into  which  the  rays  of  the  sun 
seem  rarely  able  to  penetrate.  The  rocks  are 
crowned  with  a  few  pines.  From  one  comer  of 
this  abyss  foams  the  fall,  directly  down  from 
high  overhead — tossing,  struggling,  leaping, 
plunging  from  the  top  to  the  bottom^  a  density  of 
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foam.  Then  it  glides  away  into  the  smtidhine>  a 
peaceful,  wandering  stream^  and  disappears  from 
the  eye  of  the  spectator  round  the  base  of  a 
dark  rock.  It  is  a  beautiful  fall,  but  has  not  the 
grandeur  of  the  other ;  and  is  indeed  of  quite  a 
diflferent  character. 

At  the  time  I  visited  these  falls^  I  was  on  my 
way  to  Laurvig ;  I  will,  therefore,  conduct  the 
reader  thither^  and  then  bid  him  a  friendly  fare- 
well. As  I  passed  along  the  road  I  came  to  a 
wide  channel,  which  once  had  been  spanned  by  a 
bridge,  but  that,  I  suppose,  had  been  washed 
away,  and  nothing  at  present  supplied  its  place 
but  a  single  plank ;  and,  therefore,  how  carriages 
and  horses  contrived  to  get  across  I  am  quite 
unable  to  conjecture ;  nor  could  I  discover  any 
means  of  getting  round  by  another  way.  After 
a  long  march  I  crossed  the  Laugen  by  a  ferry, 
to  a  place  called  Vinces,  which  seemed  to  con- 
sist only  of  a  single  house.  The  landlord^  a 
suriy  rascal,  eyed  me  all  over  with  much  sus- 
picion. Mid  informed  me  that  he  had  got  nothing 


Digitized 


by  Google 


THE  NORTH  OT  XVBOPB.  26& 

in  bis  bonae,  aod  therefcNre  I  had  better  pass  on* 
But  instead  of  obeying,  I  sbowed  him  my  pass- 
port, and  ordered  him  to  furnish  me  immediately 
wUh  something  to  eat  and  drink,  which  he 
accordingly  did,  though  not  with  the  best  grace 
in  the  world.  When  bedtime  arrived,  I  was 
conducted  oat  of  the  house  to  a  neighbouring 
hovel,  which  seemed  to  belong  to  a  poor  currier, 
or  a  blacksmith,  and  was  evidently  both  his 
workshop  and  sleeping  apartment;  for  the  smoke- 
staiaed  walls  were  adorned  with  knives,  hammers, 
pincers,  &c.  and  there  were  also  two  beds,  or 
square  boxes,  which  contained  a  man,  a  woman, 
and  four  or  five  children,  who  all  lifted  up  their 
heads  as  I  entered,  and  stared  with  wonder  till 
sle^  again. demanded  their  attention. 

I  found  a  kind  of  sofa  prepared  for  me,  and 
sighing  grievously  at  the  unpleasant  posture  of 
my  affairs  this  evening,  endeavoured  to  find 
comfort  in  the  consolations  of  slumber.  By  five 
the  next  morning  I  arose,  and  leaving  my  compa* 
nions  still  in  bed,  proceeded  to  the  gest^versted, 
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which  I  entared  through  the  udastened  door, 
and  found  the  landlord  and  his  old : wife' stpft 
enjoying  their  repose.  I  stood  a  moment  don- 
templati^  the  charming  pair;  and  then,  by  ditoti 
of  shoii^ing,  having  succeeded  in  a^akemngi 
them  both,  demanded  what  I  had  to  pay.  The> 
amount  was  not  more  than  foorp^Ace  Bnj^dt^^ 
which  I  left  on  the  table,  and  depasted.         < '  ^ 

I  continued  down  the  fine  vale,  throu^  wUch^. 
the  La&gen  flows,  and  breakfiisted  at  a  pliice^ 
called  Xomnsra  on  bread  and  milk  and  dieetsify, 
for  a  penny;  indeed  my  bill  for  this  meal,  m< 
country  places,  seldom  exceeded  tw^^nce .  or. 
tlureepence.  -n 

I  observe  that  on  dis  day»  I  made  «  vei^n 
good  dinner  of  hare,  roast  potatoesb  milk^tlm; 
common  beverage,)  and  brandy,  fi>r  a}x>iil  four- 
pence.  Whenever  I  though!  of  it, — and  I  wiAc- 
I  had  been  more  attentive, — I  made  a  n^  o£i 
what  I  was  furnished  with  at  my  meals,  aodr 
what  I  paid,  in  order  that  I  mij^t  remen^ber. 
the  common  food  of  the  country,  ai^d  gain  s^pe . 
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idea  of  the  average  price  of  provisions,  and  the 
expense  of  living. 

When  the  evening  was  fiir  advanced,  I  was 
not  a  litde  chagrined  to  meet  with  no  inn  where 
I  might  pass  the  night;  however,  at  last  per- 
ceiving a  house  that  I  thought  looked  very  like 
one  of  those  which  profess  to  afford  good  enter- 
tainment for  man  and  beast,  I  boldly  entered  in 
at  the  door,  and  demanded  if  I  could  have 
supper  {  I  was  answered  in  the  affirmative  by 
a  young  woman  of  pleasing  demeanour,  and  soon 
had  a  very  good  one  provided,  which  I  earnestly 
endeavoured  to  do  justice  to.  Three  young 
men  sat  in  the  ;room,  conversing  very  good- 
humourediy  with  me,  and  pledging  me  in  corn- 
brandy.  About  half-past  nine,  feeling  very 
well  satisfied  with  my  entertainment,  I  kicked 
off  my  shoes,  and  declared  my  intention  to  go 
to  bed.  Now  mark  the  difference  between 
Norwegian  and  Swedish  hospitality: — two  of 
the  young  men  immediately  got  up  and  left  the 
rooffl^  whilst  the  other,  after  some  hesitation  and 
n2 
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difficulty;  eonteiVed  to  tdl  me  that  there  Mras  no 
bed  for  me^  and  I  most  be  pleased  to  go  on  to 
Sorbye^  a  place  across  the  country  on  the 
Drammen  and  Laurvig  road^  at  least  tweh^e 
English  miles  distant  I  assured  my  friend, 
however,  that  I  would  do  no  such  thing,  and  ^ 
I  could  not  have  a  bed  I  would  sleep  on  th^ 
floor,  wrapping  myself  up  in  my  cloak.  I  fettb^ 
that  the  neighbourhood  was  pretty  well  stockelf' 
with  bears,  for  at  the  house  where  I  dmeffl  ^aw 
a  good  many  skins  hanging  up  against  the  waHs, 
and  was  told  that  the  animals  to  which  they  binf 
belonged  were  all  shot  in  the 'vicinity.  Ifwsii 
the  small  brown  bear  which,  here  abound^^' 
not  quite  so  formidable  as  the  Mack  bear,  but 
not  at  all  an  agreeable  persom^  to  me^t^. 
moonlight. 

The  young  man  offered  to  guide  me  to  S&tbye 
for  half  a  specie  dollar  (about  Zs.)  and  I  believe 
it  was  the  hope  of  gaining  this  small  sum  tfaa^ 
made  him  act  thus  discourteously.  At  length, 
unable    to    answer    a  torrent   of    persuasive  ■. 
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argument  vhich  I  did  not  understand,  and 
cursing  his  idiospitable  conduct,  I  yielded  to 
bifi  impiM^tunity,  and  consented. to  depart  on 
condition  of  being  accompanied  by  him.  He 
iappi^fljEed  not  a  little  rejoiced  at  my  determination, 
fpd  took  down  his  gun,  and  prepared  himself 
jGpar  the  march,  whilst  with  infinite  ill  humour 
X  prooeeded  to  put  on  my  shoes  again,  and 
listen  up  my  kniq>sack. 

It  was  at  least  half-after  ten  o'clock  when  we 
9et  forth.  There  was  a  young  moon^  but  the 
night  was  so  cloudy,  that  sometimes  it  was 
perfectly  dark.  The  wind  sighed  very  dismally 
through  the  large  wood  which  lay  on  our  right 
hand,  and  I  was  not  quite  satisfied  of  the  honest 
ialenitions  of  my  guide,  whose  motive  I  could 
not  possibly  divine  for  giving  himself  so  much 
trouble)  and  placing  so  foul  a  blot  on  the  cha- 
racter, of  his  country.  The  idea  firequently 
recurred  to  me^  that  he  was  thus  enticing  me 
firom  the  house  to  take  me  to  some  spot  where 
I  might  be  more  conveniently  despatched ;  and 
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I  remembered  thi^  I  had  not  seen  his  Wo 
companions  since  Aey  left  the  room  in  whbh 
I  bad  sapped,  and  who  mi^t  now  perhaps  be 
lymg  in  ambush  expecting  us«  Perhaps  ^ 
brandy  I  had  drank  inspired  me  with  unusaal 
courage,  or  I  drew  a  better  omen  fr&ai  the 
physiognomy  of  the  young  men  I  had  seen, 
or  was  in  a  horribly  bad  humour, — ^but  Whate^ 
the  reason,  I  walked  beside  my  coiopanion  with 
great  indifference,  resolving  to  be  even  with 
him  if  I  discovered  the  least  symptom  of 
treachery.  He  soon  became  loquacious,  though 
his  discourse  was  wholly  confined  to  the  subject 
of  bears,  whicb^  he  informed  me,  were  very 
plentiful  in  the  neighbourhood.  Whenever  we 
passed  a  projecting  rock,  or  dark  dtnnp  of  trees, 
he  would  cock  his  gwi  and  walk  with  great 
caution,  pretending  he  expected  to  behold  a 
bjom  every  minute;  but  he  always  bade  me 
not  to  be  alarmed,  for  his  gun  was  "  very  good 
for  bjom,"  and  had  killed  twenty-two  of  those 
animals  in  its  day.    I  told   him  I  hoped  we 
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laight  flJl  ia  wkh  a  bear,  that  I  might  see  what 
he  could  do;  and^  in  order  to  show  him  that 
I  was  armed,  dedared  I  had  a  great  desire  to 
encounter  a  bear  myself,  though  furnished  only 
with  ^stoIs*-*which  I  produced  for  his  inspec- 
tion,, and  he  viewed  with  evident  respect. 

In  passing  through  a  wood  we  heard  the 
i^ort  of  several  guns,  and  my  guide  declared 
that  some  people  were  engaged  in  shooting  a 
hiear ;  but  I  did  not  know  whether  to  believe 
him  or  not,  for  I  fanded  that  he  only  strove  to 
enhaace  the  dangers  of  the  road  for  the  purpose 
of  dignifying  his  own  services,  and  giving  me 
aa  opinicm  of  his  courage  and  prowess.  I  tried 
to  persuade  him  to  accompany  me  through  the 
wood  in  order  to  join  the  hunters,  who  however 
were  several  miles  off,  but  I  could  not  induce 

Omse  we  heard  the  rustle  of  some  animal 
walking  among  the  dead  leaves  and  sticks  in  the 
eover  beside  us,  which  made  my  guide  halt 
and  put  his  musket  to  his  shoulder,  for  he  swore 
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it  waa  a  bean  I  eagerly  pressed  him  to  follow^ 
in  pursuit  of  it,  but  he  obstinatdy  refused ;  and 
indeed  the  whole  conduct  of  this  man  was  ^ 
enigma  which  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  solve. 

It  was  nearly  three  o'clock  in  the  morning 
when  we  reached  Sorbye,  and  with  spme 
difficulty  succeeded  in  procuring  admittance  into 
the  inn. 

The  next  morning  I  parted  from  my  guide, 
who  wished  me  very  much  to  give  him  two 
dollars  more  to  conduct  me  to  Laurvig,  but  I 
entertained  so  slight  an  opinion  of  his  merits 
that  I  was  very  glad  to  be  rid  of  his  services. 

Sorbye  is  about  twenty-five  miles  firom  Lauir'. 
vigy  which  town  I  reached  in  the  evening.  One 
of  the  most  enchanting  mountain  prospects  I 
ever  beheld,  is  to  be  viewed  from  a  bridge  about 
two  miles  from  the  town,  on  the  road  to  Dram- 
men— mountains  of  every  variety  .  of  shape, 
admirably  grouped,  rugged,  no  doubt,  when 
approached,  but  beautifully  softened  by  the  hazy 
indistinctness  of  distance. 
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I  intended  to  go  from  Laurvig  to  Fredericks* 
v«rn,  four  miles  lower  down  the  coast^  where 
I  expected  to  meet  the  steam-boat  which  plies 
between  Copenhagen/ Gottenborg,  Christiania, 
and  Christiansand. 

Laurvig  is  situated  in  a  vale  that  opens  on  the 
sea;  It  is  rather  a  large  town,  and  I  wandered 
about  it  for  some  time  before  I  could  discover 
any  place  of  rest^  for  I  have  always  had  a  won- 
derful repugnance  to  ask  of  strangers  even  so 
simple  a  questioti^  and  have  frequently  wandered 
many  miles  out  of  my  way,  rather  than  expose 
myself  to  the  risk  of  an  uncivil  answer  by  inquir- 
ing the  direction.  On  the  present  occasion, 
however,  when  almost  wearied  to  death,  and 
disgusted  with  the  attentions  of  a  crowd  of  little 
boys  at  my  heels,  who  persecuted  me  from  street 
to  street,  wondering  to  what  class  of  animals  I 
belonged,  I  made  up  to  the  most  civil  looking 
person  I  could  find,  and  inquired  whether  he 
could  direct  me  to  the  hotel.  This  man  desired 
me  to  go  down  to  the  harbour,  and  then  turn 
n3 
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up  to  tile  right,  and  I  should  behold  a^  httg^ 
house  Mrith  stepB  before  it|  which  irouid  jamvm  lo 
be  the  place  I  sought  I  thanked  him  for  his 
politeness,  and  folbwii^  his  directiims^  soon 
discovered  the  house  to  which  he  aUuded,  and 
which  proved  to  be  a  shop  wheve  they  nM 
stockings,  worsted,  and  packthread*  When  I 
made  known  my  case  to  the  owner  he  sent  me 
back  to  that  part  of  the  town  from  whence  I  had 
just  come;  and  being  not  a  little  incensed 
against  him  who  had  misdirected  me,  I  resDlved 
to  give  him  a  lesson  in  morals,  and  discipline  has 
carcass  with  my  cudgel ;  but  unfortunately  for 
his  future  amendment,  I  failed  to  meet  with  him 
again,  though  I  did  at  length  succeed  in  disco^ 
vering  a  house  where  I  obtained  shelter  and 
epose,  together  with  cofiee  and  cold  meat 


I  began  this  narrative  with  a  few  vrords  to 
Evening :  ere  I  say  "  farewell !"  I  must  add  a 
few  others  to  Night— beautiful  Night  I  diost 
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beautifiil  in  Norway,  when  the  long  winter 
vetwms,  and  restores  to  her  a  zone  of  ten  million 
stars* 

I  lay  tosring  in  my  bed  at  Laurvig,  feverish, 
and  unable  to  sleep;  and  at  length  arose,  and 
dl^essed  myself,  and  passed  through  the  unfas- 
tened door,  and  the  silent  and  deserted  streets, 
until  {  stood  on  the  beach,  and  looked  upon  the 
l^my  sea.  There  are  few  men  on  whom  the 
hand  of  Poietry  is  not  sometime  laid:  the 
dioug^ts  which  glowed  and  purified,  and  liur 
manized,  may  not,  perhaps,  be  confined  within 
the  bondage  of  verse,  but  at  times,  kindled  by 
senile  excitii^  scene,  they  have  flashed  forth 
bright  and  vivid,  even  in  th^  darkest  bosom, 
and  then  sank  down  again,  and  died,  and  dis- 
appeared% 

As  I  stood  on  the  shore,  looking  upon  the 
sea,  a  feeling  of  the  sublimest  satisfaction  and 
happiness  was  gradually  shed  over  my  soul, 
like  the  mist  which  rises  from  the  river  at 
evening,  and  curls  round   the  lofty  rock  and 
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haughty    tower,   softening  whatever  is  harsh^ 
and  giving  additional  loveliness  to  beauty. 

It  is  by  night  (alone,  and  on  the  sea-shore^) 
that  Poetry  most  evinces  her  supremacy.  Her 
throne  is  in  thc^  80ul»  her  influence  extends 
throughout  space;  the  best,  the  purest,  the 
holiest  emotions  that  animate  the  heart  are 
obedient  to  h&t  voice^^ — all  that  is  mean  and 
base  in  our  natore  flees  away  before  the  severe 
majesty  of  her  countenance;  and  filled  with 
thoughts  that  4ure  un.dnged  with  the  dross  of 
^rth,  we  sympathize  with  the  elements,  careering 
in  spirit  through  the  infinite  realms  of  ether,, 
and  rejoicing  in  the  boundlesaness  of  fancy. 
Who  shall  trace  and  chain  down  the  thoughts 
which  have  arisen,  within  us?  Some  few  may 
be  preserved  imfaded,  but  most  of  them  melted 
away  and  are  no  more  to  be  defined,  having 
shed  their  genial  influence  over  the  heart,  balmy 
as  the  gentlest  shower  that  &Ils  upon  an  arid 
land. 
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NIGHT. 

Awake,  ye  thoughts  that  crowd  the  poet's  breast, 
When  jarring  passions  sink,  subdued  to  rest — 
When  stem  Ambition  spares  the  jaded  soul, 
And  harsher  feelings  yield  to  soft  control — 
Awake !  and  leaving  worldly  dreams  behind, 
Shed  all  your  softening  influence  o'er  the  mind. 

As  o'er  yon  silent  and  scarce  heaving  bay 
The  moon  steals  forth  with  hesitating  ray, 
And  pours  upon  each  object  of  the  night  ] 

Her  pale,  imparted,  fascinating  light — 
So,  in  the  hushed  and  solitary  hour. 
The  mind's  best  feelings  reassert  their  power, 
And^stealing  on  in  mild  and  gentle  flow 
Tint  trifling  subjects  with  a  heavenly  glow. 

O'er  all  the  stilled  and  death-like  scene  around, 
No  envious  murmur  wakes  its  sullen  sound. 
But  indistinct,  and  lonesome  as  the  grave, 
The  earth's  dark  shadow  mingles  with  the  wave ; 
The  seamew  slumbers  calmly  on  her  nest, 
And  the  bold  heron  folds  his  wing  at  rest. 
In  this  lone  hour — when,  like  yon  cloud  on  high, 
The  soul  expanded  soars  beyond  the  sky, 
When  earth,  like  earthly  things,  seems  fleeting  fast, 
And  all  the  future  overwhelms  the  past — 
Ye  sons  of  dross  I  for  all  the  wealth  ye  prize 
I  would  not  lose  the  thoughts  that  in  me  rise ; 
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I  would  not  loM  that  awe»  scarce  tinged  with  £ev, 
Which  links  the  spirit  to  a  loftier  sphere, 
Which  speaks  of  realms  no  human  eye  may  8eaQ» 
And  whispers  sweetly,  Man  is  something  more  than  man. 
When  thought,  with  flagging  wing,  forhears  the  chace. 
And  soft  descending  seeks  this  darker  space. 
The  grateful  calm  it  brings  within  its  train 
Delights  and  freshens,  even  as  summer  rain ; 
Beneath  the  influence  of  that  hallowed  state 
Loye  rules  serene,  and  foes  no  longer  hate. 

As  back  on  former  times  we  turn  our  view, 
And  distant  years  and  earlier  scenes  pursue. 
Where  fading  griefe  within  a  youthful  mind 
Struck  deep—yet  left  no  poisoned  barb  behind — 
Remembrance,  smiling  half,  and  half  o'ercast. 
Loves  still  to  linger  round  the  shadowy  past ; 
And  all  the  luring  hopes  this  life  contains. 
Its  pleasures,  follies,  vanities,  and  pains, 
Like  spectre  shades,  in  swift  review  come  on, 
Live  as  they  lived — and  go  as  they  have  gone. 

.  Is  there  a  heart  whose  sluggish  currents  flow 
As  dull,  as  cold,  insensible  and  slow. 
When,  all  beyond  the  bounded  haunts  of  men, 
It  lives  amid  the  mountain  and  the  glen  f 
Is  there  a  heart  whose  feelings  ne'er  expand 
Where  rock  o'er  rock  peers  up  sublimely  grand. 
Where  Nature  sits  on  her  primeval  throne 
In  majesty  that  robes  but  her  alone  ? 


Digitized 


by  Google 


THB  NORTH  OF  BUROPE.  279 

Lives  he  whose  loul,  unenviably  serene, 
Has  never  soared  triumphant  with  the  scene; 
Who,  whilst  the  awful  solitude  he  trod, 
Has  ne'er  confessed  the  presence  of  a  God  ? 
If  such  a  heart  there  be,  so  dull,  so  poor. 
Shut  out  from  pleasure  and  in  self  obscure, 
So  dead  to  feeling,  and  to  fame  unborn— 
Much,  much  I  pity — and  perhaps  I  scorn. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


THE    VALEDICTION. 


This  chapter  is  like  the  last  wave  of  the  hand 
to  the  friend  horn  whom  we  have  already  parted. 

Wild,  romantic  Norway ;  friendly,  miassnmfaig 
Zealand;  generous,  hospitable,  single-hearted 
Sweden — ^fiirewell!  we  shall  never  more  be 
acquainted;  my  footsteps  will  never  more  be 
seen  in  your  lone  recesses. 

It  is  the  business  of  life  to  discover  new- 
objects  of  endearment — its  fate,  to  be  bereaved 
of  them.  We  are  ever  forming  new  attachments, 
only  to  be  wrung  by  them — loving  new  faces, 
only  to  lose  them.    It  is  the  business  of  Time 
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to  wound  with  one  hand  the  heart  which  he 
heals  with  the  other,  like  the  sun  of  the  torrid 
zone  scorching  the  earth,  which  attendant  rains 
never  fail  to  revive  and  renovate.  The  wounds 
of  the  heart  are  no  sooner  healed  than,  like  the 
bowels  of  Prometheus,  they  are  again  torn  open 
by  a  vulture  that  preys  on  griefs  and  disap- 
pointments. 

How  many  faces  do  we  become  famiUar  with, 
now,  alas !  afar  off,  with  whom  we  could  joyfully 
have  passed  the  short  remnant  of  our  days !  but 
obeying  the  strong  impulse  of  Fate,  we  parted — 
and  knew  that  it  was  for  ever. 

And  are  there  no  friends  who  quit  us  in  like 
manner?  Some  took  their  departure  when  the 
heart  felt  knit  to  them  by  the  closest  and  ten- 
derest  sympathies,  and  are  no  more  to  be  known 
in  this  material  world ;  some  have  passed  into 
another  hemisphere,  but  their  return  may  never 
be  looked  forward  to  by  us — ^and  should  it  ever 
be,  will  only  display  them  changed,  and  our- 
selves, perchance,  cold  and  indifferent. 
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The  strongest  impressions  ate,  dre  long, 
e£hced  from  the  heart^-as  the  deepest  iacision 
in  a  floi^ishing  tree  is  soon  concealed  by  the 
bark  that  closes  over  it.  In  either  case,  nothing 
remains  but  a  scar.  Were  it  not  so,  who  could 
endure  life  ? 

And  now,  gentle  reader,  we  also  must  part. 
Thou  hast  known  me  but  a  little  while,  and 
accompanied  me  but  a  short  voyage,  and  thy 
regrets  will  be  few — if  any.  From  our  acquaint^ 
ance,  thou  hast  probably  gained  little  of  instruc- 
tion or  amusement;  but  surely  something  may 
be  gleaned  even  from  the  most  insignificant 
work — something  to  imitate  or  shun.  Thy 
heaviest  censure  will  not  fall  upon  me,  since 
there  is  writ  in  these  pages  nothing  that  may 
debase  thee,  or  degrade  myself.  Fot  my  weak- 
nesses and  inability,  thou  mayest  freely  ^as 
easily)  condemn  me;  I  might,  perchance^  in 
many  passages  have  done  more  worthily,  but  the 
troubles  of  existence  oppressed  me,  and  I  did 
not  that  I  would. 
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The  poetry  of  travel,  whkh  consists  in  a 
thousand  beautiful  tints,  and  graceftd  and  enno- 
bling thoughts,  hath  (I  fear  me)  scarcely  been 
sufficiently  displayed ;  but  it  is  perhaps  not  to  be 
depicted  in  a  book,  and  can  be  acquired,  and, 
probably,  understood,  only  by  those  who  roam 
auud  the  varieties  of  Nature,  and  the  excellencies 
of  Art,  catching  a  ray  from  every  thing  that  was 
made  to  adorn ;  and  who  return  to  their  native 
land  with  juster  conceptions,  with  loftier  thoughts, 
more  elegant  tastes,  and  more  extended  sym- 
pathies. 

Let  it  be  the  study  of  the  young,  the  ardent, 
the  generous,  as  long  as  possible  to  retain  the 
poetry  of  life.  Too  soon  is  the  freshness  of  the 
heart  withered,  its  fragrance  dissipated,  its 
wealth  exhausted.  Our  wants  increase  with  our 
yeaVs,  our  wishes  with  our  possessions,  our  un- 
happiness  with  our  abundance— -and  the  heart 
daily  narrows,  and  contracts,  and  becomes 
overshadowed  with  weeds. 

To  acquire  wisdom  is  not  only  the  end  of  travel. 
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but  the  object  of  life*  To  improve  our  ^Eumlties 
and  talents  to  the  utmost  is  a  duty  we  owe ,  tp 
our  Maker,  and  will  be  a  principal  blessing,  to 
ourselves.  How  do  we  know  but  that  the  more 
refined  we  make  our  spiritual  essence  h^rPtii^ 
more  exquisite  will  be  our  senses  of  eqjoyment, 
hereafter?  It  is  this  thought  alone  that  can 
encourage  us  to  improvement  even  when  standing, 
on  the  verge  of  life,  when  in  this  world  o^tainlj 
we  shall  derive  no  return  from  our  studies. 
Thus  continually  to  endeavour  to  fit  ourselves 
for  a  fiiture  existence,  and  a  more  exalted  jsphere, 
betokens  the  soundest  vrisdom ;  and  tbe  philo- 
sophy of  which  I  would  write,  is  that  philp30]^y 
which  teaches  wisdom. 

It  is  the  custom  of  the  vulgar  to  consider  him 
only  to  be  a  philosopher  who  is  a  master  of 
sciences.  He,  however,  but  little  deserves  the 
title,  who  can  produce  no  higher  claim  to  it  That 
alone  is  true  philosophy,  which  aids  in  giving  a 
sound  judgment,  correct  principles,  an  enlat^d 
understanding — ^which  tends  to  make  men  great. 
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dignified^  noble,  and  virtuous.  A  knowledge  of 
sciences  hath  little  to  do  with  this. 

In  the  pilgrimage  of  life,  which  is  fast  closing 
with  us  allj  how  few  recollections  are  there 
upon  which  we  love  to  linger !  Past  happiness 
is  present  regret;  past  sorrow  can  never  be 
contemplated  with  pleasure,  though  its  renloval 
may  awaken  our  thankfulness  and  gratitude. 
The  only  period  on  which  we  look  back  with 
satisfaction,  is  that  which  we  spent  in'  im- 
provement. 

There  are  lessons  to  be  learnt  from  travel  that 
cannot  fail  to  benefit ;  and  (except  to  the  thought- 
less and  dissipated)  the  seasons  thus  devoted  will 
be  rich  with  enjoyment  that  lasts  to  the  end  of 
life.  Associations  are  created,  and  memories 
excited,  that  never  fade  or  decay. 

The  keenest  pleasures  depend  on  excitement; 
and  all  excitement  is  promoted  by  difficulty,  and 
enhanced  by  danger.  There  is  a  deep  excite- 
ment in  an  arduous  campaign,  when  an  active 
enemy  demands  constant  vigilance;  and  in  the 
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fierce    straggles   of  batde,    that   causes   Inm 
who  has  once  borne  arms,  to  dwell  erer  itftei^^ 
on  that  portion  of  his  life  with  particular  satis* 
fiustion.^ 

Whatever  breathes  of  adventure,  whatever  is 
accompanied  with  danger,  constitutes  in  memoiry 
the  most  delightful  era  of  man's  existence. 
There  is  not  half  so  much  pleasure  or  excite- 
ment in  fox-hunting,  though  a  man's  neck  he 
always  in  danger,  as  in  hunting  the  leopard  or 
the  tiger,  in  an  Indian  jungle.  He  who  has  - 
bathed  in  the  Nile,  among  a  company  of  eroco-  ' 
diles,  will  take  pleasure  in  repeating  the  story  lb 
the  end  of  his  days.  In  short,  llie  recollection 
of  fear  is  frequendy  a  pleasure ;  aiid  ^tS 
delight  of  having  escaped  from  danger  remains 
with  us,  and  excites  us  in  proportion  to  'A^ 
magnitude  of  our  fears. 

;  .  J 
•  When  Goldsmith  describes  an  old  soldier  to  have  "  w^t  ^ 
o'er  his  wonnds/'  he  shows  great  ignorance  of  human  nature, 
or  is   guilty    of   unpardonable   carelessness  of  expresdoo^ .-. 
Indeed,  there  are  many  passages  in  his  writings  that  display 
more  of  elegance  than  truth. 
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The  privations^  the  difficulties,  die  dangers  of' 
travel,  have  in  them  an  excitement  that  makes 
their  remembrance  pleasing;  though  at  the 
moment,  probably,  they  caused  us  both  annoy« 
ance  and  apprehension. 

In  like  manner,  the  old  soldier  exults  over  his 
campaigns,  which,  at  the  time,  compelled  him  to 
endure  so  many  fatigues,  hardships,  and  miseries, 
that  he  every  day  cursed  the  bitterness  of  his 
lot.  But  Time  sheds  a  softening  mist  over  all 
these  asperities ;  the  strong  outlines  of  the  pic- 
ture alone  remain  distinguishable — all  else  is 
supplied  by  imagination  rather  than  memory. 
The  nicer  shades  of  pain  and  pleasure  quickly 
vaiiush  from  the  mind,  like  shadows  from  the 
de^r  river, 

^d  now,  good  reader,  farewell !  our  journey 
is  over — our  story  is  ended.  The  Pastor  of 
Curewell  has  returned  to  his  home,  never  again 
to  depart  from  it,  till  the  messenger  arrive  who 
shall  summon  him  from  earth. 

His  knapsack  is  already  mouldy  and  dust- 
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covered,  and  ungratefiiUy  pushed  aside  from 
observation,  but  his  faithful  staff,  bearing  the 
marks  of  many  a  mountain  scramble,  may  still 
be  seen  in  one  corner  of  the  narrow  hall  of  his 
humble  dwelling.  Though  disfigured  by  many 
rude  knocks,  it  is  still  the  favourite  companion 
of  his  evening  hours,  when  with  thoughtful 
steps  he  wanders  through  the  meadow,  noting 
with  pleased  eye  the  rapid  rolling  of  the  devious 
Trent,  or  leans  against  the  rustic  gate,  and 
watches  the  rooks  returning  to  their  hereditary 
nests,  disturbing  the  still  air  with  their  clamorous 
voices,  and  fluttering  from  bough  to  bough 
before  they  satisfactorily  dispose  themselves  to 
slumber. 

She  who  once  stood  by  his  side  and  partook 
of  his  simple  pleasures,  is  indeed  no  more,  and 
oftentimes  a  flood  of  grief,  in  moments  of  bitter 
desolation,  will  come  sweeping  over  the  soul  of 
the  Pastor ;  but  he  does  not  yield,  nor  is  wholly 
overborne,  but  rises  from  sorrow  tranquillized 
and  resigned.    The  recollection  of  his  wander- 
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ings  affords  him  a  sober  satisfaction,  for  it 
recals  no  act  that  he  would  wish  to  blot  from 
the  tablet  of  memory.  He  hath  not  returned 
uninstructed,  nor,  he  trusts,  unimproved ;  many 
weaknesses  have  been  shown,  many  errors 
unveiled,  many  miurmurs  rebuked— in  these 
things  he  hath  striven  to  amend.  Surely  this, 
he  saith,  is  the  Philosophy  of  Travel. 

The  various  fortunes  he  hath  witnessed  have 
in  some  measure  diverted  his  thoughts  from  the 
narrow  channel  in  which  they  are  naturally  but 
too  ready  to  flow,  and  diffused  over  his  heart 
a  stream  of  good-will  towards  mankind.  In 
the  sweet  face  of  nature  he  hath  learnt  to 
discover  a  thousand  charms  that  hitherto  had 
escaped  his  ken ;  the  woods,  the  winding  streams 
disclose  new  beauties;  the  birds  possess  more 
thrilling  notes;  the  swelling  earth  displays  a 
more  graceful  outline ;  and  the  glorious  canopy 
of  the  sky,  with  its  white  fleecy  clouds,  high 
sailing  over  head,  invites  the  mounting  soul 
into  the  habitations  of  the  Eternal,  where  it 
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soars  iBHaiM^d  by  earthly  fhoogfats,  sublime  in 
tbe  putity  of  lofiS^t  devotion^  and  being '  far 
mnored  above  the  troubles  and  sorrows  of  ^e/ 
anticipates  the  glorious  hour  when  it  shall  burst 
from  the  thraldom  of  mortaHty. 

Our  taste»  feeling,  judgment,  appreciations, 
are  refined  by  observation;  observation  is 
excited  by  novelty ;  and  novelty  is  the  object 
of  travel.  With  increased  acuteness  of  enjoy- 
ment, we  catch  delight  from  every  smiling 
feature  of  nature ;  a  thousand  graceful  thoughts 
are  imprinted  on  the  mind,  and  in  the  harmony 
of  satis&ction  we  acknowledge  that  this  is  the 
Poetry  of  Travel. 

Once  more,  farewell  1  Ye  that  are  in  sorrow, 
look  upward.  Ye  that  are  happy,  beware. 
But,  alas,  how  few  are  there  who  will  answer — 
<*/  am  happy!**  The  storms,  the  vicissitudes 
of  life  are  but  too  ready  to  make  shipwreck  of 
our  dearest  hopes,  leaving  us  denuded  and 
desolate,  to  begin  the  toil  of  existence  again. 
And  this  is  an  epitome  of  life.    Where  then 
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shall  we  ,8eek»  bQW  shall  we  ;Ai^ui^  that 
ha|>piness  which  seems  ta  strive  %o  aonttantly 
to  avoid  us?  I  will  tell  ye — in  the  wprds  of 
Seneqa. and  truth: 

**  In  virtute  pcsita  est  vera  feiicitat." 


•-'I    r  -. 


THE   END. 


0-:.    ". 
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